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Further Correspondence respecting the Affairs of Persia, 
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(32726) No.1, 
India Office ta Horeign Ofice —(Received October 1.) 


his compliments to the Under. 
ion of Mr. Seoretary Morloy, 
copy of iniclosures 
niia, dated the 


ey 


Tnelosure 1 in No, 2. 


Major Cox to Government of India, 


(Golegraphic,) _P. 
ABU MUSA Concession, 
Letter now received from 
his miners and refuses to sto 


of reasons of onr: 


for tl § otherwise he 


lation of the Abu Musa Cone 
ch we had taken uy, 
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Inclosure 2 in No, 2. 


Major Cox to Government of India, 





(Welegraphic) P, Bushire, July 6, 1907. 

TAM taking steps to obtain the details as to Abu Musa Concession affair asked 
for in your telegram of the 27th June, 

As the concessionaire is a British subject it seems natural that we should deter 
him or warn him, and it would probably siflice if le reecived a warning from us at 
the instance of the Sheikh. Supposing, however, that Government donot wish to appear 
in the matter, I imagine that the Sheikh of Shargah would send over a sufficient 
number of armed men by dhow to eject the miners, if i intimated to him that 
hie was nt liherty to use foree, complished this he would land the miners at 
Lingal, if necessary, and would leave on Abu Musa an armed guard, 

A preliminary warning should, T presume, he given to the miners through 
Naval Officer or Residency Agent at Lingah, if they prove, as seems probal 
Persian subjects. I presume, too, tliat. British shipfs] should stand by to see that no 
Unnecessary force is used. This stop might in any case be advisable, 





































Major Cox to Government of Inti. 








(Velographie,) P. Bushire, August 22, 1907 
TROM Residency Agent's rport it appears that from ten to fifteen lahourers are 
‘always at minos, and’that when a ship visits island she takes out eighty men 
From the Persian enast, and returns them when done with. 
‘Vho Sheikh statos that le ean dispatch a boat-load of armed 
can trust with orders 1 nude the miners to quit the island peaceful 
tihis to remove would be sent to 1 direct, if a 
dhow were Id be sent Shargah. ‘the p 
moment would he favourable for action, as, owing to heat of climate, num 
stl of mines is at lowest theur, “Is there, before any action is taken, any 
ation to adldiess warning to the Persi t? 1 hardly think it would 
ho necessary, 
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(32736) 





Thulin Office to Por eigt Offices (Reevived October 1.) 





THUS Under-Seertany- of State for Indi presents his compli 
Seotelary of State for eg Affairs, and, hy direction af Mr s 
fuavurds linewvithh, for the information p . copy of a telegram. to 
the Viveroy, dite the 25h instant, or the effect of the Anglo-Russian 
Convention ou pailway construetion in 


Luli Off, 


emis 10 the Under 















plonber 3), LWT 









Tnelosure in No. 





Mr, Morley to Government of india. 





(Hetunaphitin) 1 Initin Office, September 25, 1 
RAILWAY construction int Persia. See your tel 1 iustant, 
Tn the opinion-of the ie ONlice, Hix’ Majesty's Governmont would be 

by the worilingg af the ISS pledue ut aiskitue perinis yet i line 

Persia in the event of Russian Guvernn 











ristitieal 
in Southern 
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the north, though they would clearly be prevented by Anglo-Russian Arrangement 
xegarding Persia from constructing a railway &s far as Tehiran, 

Our position, both in our own and the neutral spheres, is now stronger than before 
signature of Convention, as Russian Government have, by the new Arrangement, 
undertaken not to oppose Concessions supported by His Majesty's Government in 
British sphere, nor, without previons discussion, in nentral zone either, 











[32732] No. b. 


India Office to Foreign Office —(Received October 1.) 


‘THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr, Secretary Morley, 
forwands herewith, for the information of tho Secretary of State, copy of a telogruin to 
the Viceroy, dated the 25th instant, relative to the suggested transfor of the 
Mohammerah-Ahwaz-Borasjun telegraph line to the Indo-European ‘Telegraph 
‘Department. 


India Office, September 30, 1907. 
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Tnclosure in No, 4, 


Mr, Morley ta Government of India, 







AIndin Office, September 26, 1907. 
of the Br inst mm informed by 
te lost sight of at ‘Tehran, it would be 
of Persian National Assembly, to suggest transfor to Indo 
rtment of Mohammerai\hwiz~Borasjun line, 

















(32784) 





War Office to Fareign Office (Received October 1,) 
Sir, 

WIHT refermnce to your le 
Army Cou 


War Office, September 3 
r of the 10th instant, I am: 
You that twenty sets, 

led hy: Major I 
Neh 





), 1907, 

commanded by. the 
achi, of the map of 
+ Re Maunsell, R.A., have been prepared 
riko! zone and the Mediating Commissioners’ line of 























sheets tiave now: been sent to Mr, Haggard, of Leonid Street, SW to be 
mounted, folded, and provided with cardboard exses for each set, as desived by you 


Abs, Haggard has boon informed that tho order should be completed speedily, as 





anidum is attached, showing the discrepancies whieh occur between the 
pani Major Maunsells sh 
: egard to the possible appointment of Bri 
nitation of the boundary, referred to in the first pamgraph of your letter, L at 
to suggest that the name of Major F. 1. Maunsell, C.AEG, Ria niay be favourably 

nl for the appointment of Commissioner, in view of the fact that he lias 

knowl the wsion in question, and hut our geographical 

Urkey in Asia is largely due to him. 

Tam, &e, 
(Signed) RU, BRADE, 








ish Commissioners to assist in the 


























Inelésure in No. 5. 


Menonaspum showing the positions where discrepancies occur between the “Tdentic” 
‘Map of 1869 and Major Maunsell’s Sheets of Eastern ‘Turkey in Asia. 


‘The members of the Committee yesterday took a solemn oath of fidelity to the 
Constitution in the Assembly, where they had repaired for the purpose. : 
Excepting the support of the Minister for Foreign Affairs, who seems to enjoy the 
Russian Minister's sympathy, the Shah is now practically’ isolated, though le. is 
supposed still to entertain reactionary views. " 
PE Toughout this business this Legation has maintained a neutral attitude: 





Sheet, Latitude, | Longitade, 





Aaya 
Unsia Jalomer 
si 

Khaki, 





[32786] No, 6, 


Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 1,) 

(No, 284. 

(Telographic,) —P. Tehian, October 1, 1907. 
FINANCE. With the ion of guaranteed private debts and British loan, 

Porsian Government has now paid practically all intend on Governmoat recent 
Please refer to my telegram No, 279 of the 27th ultimo, 





(82658) No.7. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson, 


(elexraphio) P, Foreign Office, October 1, 1907. 

RENEWAL of ‘Telegraph Concessions: Refer to your despatch No. 438 of the 
26th August. 

‘Nhe moment is in Sir ©. Spring-Ricu’s opinion, inopportune for approaching the 
Persian Government on the sub a 

Me ling heon informed that we concur, 





(82658) No. 8. 
Sir Edword Grey (0 Sir C. Spring-Rice. 


B. 
EWAL of Tolograph Concessions. 
Please rwfur to your telogram No, 282 of the 80th ultimo, 


Foreign Ofice, October 1, 1907. 





No. 9. 


Sir, Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey —(Received October 2.) 
Ts Tehran, October 2, 1907, 
posed of Princes, high 

milit ii nil great Iandlin eluding wl the reactionaries of 

prominence, Mat, unlbss he maintains the nd works with the Medjliss, their 
support be Withdrawn The usw: 
turned by His Majesty 
fo the strike ‘own departinent, is opps 

1 them support 


{ ‘ suring ansiver was 
inister for Foreign Affairs, whose position is very 


to them, but the 


(82880) No. 10. 


Sir C. Spriny-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received! October 2.) 


(ia, 280) 
telegraphic.) P. Tehran, October 2, 1907. 
TURCO-PERSIAN frontier. 5 
a informed by Persian Government that further advance on Bania and 
been made by Turks. 





No, 1. 
Mr, Lister to Sir Edward Grey,—( Received October 2,) 


Paris, October 2, 1907, 
FINANCIAL expert for Persia. Your despatch No. 540, 

Minister of Finance yesterday designated an expert, and M. Pichon expects to bo 
informed to-day officially of the appointment whieh wilt be announced to eheran by 
telegraph, 

I; Soulange Bodin gaye me to understand that the French Government, had 
already informed His Majesty's Goverament and the Russian Governmont that they 
intended to entertain favourably the Persian Government's application, 





(32726) No, 12, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A, Nicolson, 


phic, Foreign Office, October 2, 1907, 
ting ACHANGE of telegraph lines: Refer to your telegram No, 208 of the SOth 
ultimo, 


Messenger leaving to-day will take instructions to ‘Tehran, 





(82416) No, 18. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir C, Spriny-Rice, 
(No. 132.) _ 
telegraphic.) Pe Foreign Office, October 2, 1907, 

TURCOPERSIAN frontier: Please refer to Sir N, O'Conor's telegram No, 130 
of the 28th ultimo, 

You should do your utmost to persuade the Persian Assembly and Government, 
to act cautiously. 

Strong representations are being made by His Majesty's Govoromont and by 


Russian Goverment to the Porte, and there is ground to hope that thoy will net 
prove ineffectual. r 





[1549] 











(32726) No. 4. 


Sir Bdward Grey to Sir C. Spring-Rice, 
(No. 170.) 





Foreiyn Office, October 2, 1907. 

an Arrangement concerning Persia, forming part of the A 

on of the 31st August, 1907, His Mi: jesty’s and the Russian Govern: 

all cause of conflict hetween their interests in the regions of 

Persia adjoining the respective frontiers of their States, engaged themselves reciprocally 
iol to seok Concessions in the region nearly affecting the interests of the other, 

Tn order not to infringe this principle, the two Governments have been obliged to 
introduco a change into the position of the ‘Tehran-Meshed and Moshed-Seistan 
telegraph lines, After an exhaustive examination of this question, it has been decided, 
ou the one hind, that the first of these lines, which lies entirely within the region in 
which Russia is interested, shall pass. 0 competence of the Russian 
ulministration on the same conditions‘on which it lies at presont within the compotence 
of the British administration ; on the other hand, seeing that a part of the Meshed- 
Scistan telegraph crosses the above-mentioned reg s been decided that this 

ne shall he divided into sections at Khaf, that the section to the north of this point 
shall be within the competence of the Russian administration, and that to the south 
Of the same point within that of the British administration, An Arrangement on this 
subject was signed on the 81st August hy Sir A. Nicolson and M. Isvolsky, the text of 
which F transmit fo you here 

Tn concluding this Arrange 
fact that the lines in 





TN conelud 
Russian Cor 
anents, in or 































































nt the two Governments cannot lose sight of the 
tho property of the Persian Government, and that 
the rights which tho hose lines are only granted hy that Government, 
It is therofore necessary to obtain the consent of the Gove 
Shah to the carrying out of the measures contemplated by thie A¥reeme 
in eonsoquonce of which an Article dealing with this point h 
text of the Arrangement, 


V have therefore to request you to confer with your Russian colleague, who has 
Neon fiunished with identical instructions, in ord 


to decile by mutual agreement 

the stops which if will be necessary to take in onder to obtain from the Porsi 

Government the required consent, and to take these stops as soon as the mon 

appears favourable for doing so. 

You should inform me in due course of any action which 
accordance with these instructions. 














in question, 
Is been inserte 


















may take in 





Tam, & 
(Sigued) B, GREY, 





182961) No, 15. 
India Office to Kareign Office, (Received October 3.) 


Sin, India Office. October 2, 1907. 

Hi reply to. your letter dated the 7th ultimo, Tam directed hy Mr Secretary 
Morley to explain that 1 orders contained in the telegrams of which copies 
wore invlosed with my covering letter of the 10th April last, the period for which ‘the 
Appointment of Military Attaché at Meshed has been sinetioned would, in ordinary 
conrse, expire on the 20th Octoher next, 

‘Mough the question of the permanent retention of the appointment ma 
call Thr yeconsideration, Mx. Morley is disposed fo concur in Sir C. Spr 
that its suppression at the present time is not desirable; ant he therefore proposes, 

* concurrence, to inform the Government of India that Captain 
ntained at Meshied for six: mouths more ponding the receipt of further 















er 
Rico's view 












Smyth may be 
onders, 





Tam, &e, 
(Signed) COLIN G. CAMPBELL. 





Part XI, Iuclosure in No, 308, 










[82973] No. 16. 











India Office to Foreign Office —(Received October 3.) 


‘THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr. Secretary Morley, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Seoretary of Stato, copy of a telegraea 
from the Viceroy, dated the 2nd instant, relative to the Military Attaché at Meshed, 


India Office, October 8, 1907. 
————— 












Inelosure in No, 16, 







Government of India to Mr, Morley, 






(Telegraphic.) P, October 2, 1907. 

MILITARY Attaché at Meshed: Your telegram of the 6th April last, 

We request sanction to the retention of the appointment beyond the 20th instant, 
pending your receipt of a despatch we are addressing to you on tho subject and 
the intimation of your orders thereon. Please reply’ to. this communication by 
telegraph, 






















[32984] No. 17, 


Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October ’) 







(No. 287.) 
(Welegraphic.) P. 

‘TURCO-PERSIAN front 
p feeling of indigu 
tions aud milita 







Tehran, October 8, 1907, 
Your telegram No, 132 of yesterday, 
ion here is increasing rather than d 

























; should 
to religious feclings of Sultan 


















Sir ©, Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reecived October 3.) 


Sey) 
SAAD-ED-DOWLBH has been dismissed from post of 
(see my telegram No. 285 of yesterday), 









Tehran, October 3, 1907, 
Minister for Foreign Affaire 












[82880] No. 19. 









Sir Edward Grey to Sir N, O' Conor, 





(No, 132.) 
¢ 





wgraphic.) P. Foreign Office, October 8, 1907, 
PLUASE rofer to Sit ©. Spring-Rice’s telegram Ne, 9oh eh tienen ae 
‘Tiireo-Persian frontier, 

he seriousness of the situation appenrs to be increasing dai 
o doubt whatever exists as to the occupation of certa 
of' Persian’ territory by ‘Turkish troops, and if the Persian Governments ‘weir fo 
{iaurate; vet another advance has taken place. In making a voty serious teprovwata, 
{ion fo the Porte against their protracted inaction in not ordering the recall of Teckigu 


cenneg.rtom Persian territory, pray endeavour to seoure co-operation of your Reston 
colleague, 











points within the limits 











































8 
[32989] No, 20. 


Mr, Lister to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 4.) 
(No. 486.) 
Bir, Paris, October 3, 1907. 

IN aveordance with tho instructions contained in your despatch No, 540 of the 
28th ultimo, I spoke to the Minister for Foreign Affairs with regard to the application 
made {o the French Government by the Persian Government for the services of a 
French financial expert, 

Lexplained to his Excellency the view taken by His Majesty's Government, and 
suggested tho desirability of aevoriing a favourable reception to the application and of 
Tosing no time in reaching an agreement with Great Britain and Russia with regard to 
the ppotitient 

6 I had the honour to report in my telegram No, 54 of yesterday's date, 
M, Pichon informed me that the official in question had already been selected by the 
Ministry of Finance, and that as soon as the official letter had been received his 
appointment would he notified by telegraph to ‘Tehran, M. Pichon could not recollect 
his name, but said that M. Soulange-Bodin, whom T was to see later, would no doubt 
heuble to give it tome, ‘he latter, however, was not sure of it, the communication 
having been made by telephone, and T have only ascertained to-day that the official 
designated by M, Caillaux is an inspector of finance of the name of Bizot. Tsai that 
T concluded that the necessary steps were being taken for coming to the tinderstanding 
contemplated in August with Tis Majesty's Government and the Russian Government 
on the subject, but M, Soulange-Bodin replied that no understanding was necessary, 
that the French Government had merely undertaken to notify the appointment to the 
two nents, and that this no doubt would be done, 
ot quite coincide with what was said in your above-mentioned despateh, 
Bodin, to whom I telephoned this morning on the subject, maintains 
his attitude, T gatherthat the appointment of M, Bizothas not as yet been telegraphed 
to Welnan, 








































Thaye, &. 
(Signed) REGINALD LISTER. 





(33062) No. 21. 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 4.) 
(No, 212.) 
(Wotographio,) P, St, Petersburgh, October 4, 1907. 
M, GOUBASTORF informed me to-day, with reference to the ‘Tureo-Porsian 
that ho had received no news from Persian Legation here or from ‘Tehran 
as to fresh developments. M, “Zinoviell would, he felt sure, co-operate with 
N. O'Conor in my representations he should make to the Ottoman Government, 
hut that M. Zinoviolt did not expect that withdrawal of Turkish troops would be 
obtained through any representations which might be made to the Sublime Porte, 
No suggestion had heon made by the Russian Ambassador as to what could be done 
i no impression should be produced by representations; in the opinion of M. Goubastoff, 
However, the moment was favourable for British and Russian Goveraments to show 
Porsian Government that they Ind every intention of sccing that Persian integrity 
was respected, 
AAS to how this was to be effected M. Goubastoff had, however, no practical 
proposal to make, 





frontio 















(32961) No, 22, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir C. Spring-Rice, 





) 
ph iy Foreign Office, October 
ILIDARY Attaché at Meshed. Please refer to your despatch N 
th uly, 
We nre in agreement with views you express, aud information will be sent to 
Government of India to the effect that, pending further orders, he may be retained for 
another six months from the 20th instant, 













































(32961) No. 23, 


Foreign Office to India Office. 
Sir, Foreign Office, October 4, 1907. 


"IN reply to your letter of the 2nd instant, relative to the extension of the appetnt= 
ment of the Military Attaché at Meshied, I am directed by Secretary Sir Kdward Gre 





to inform you that he agrees with Mr. Secretary Morley’ in sharing tho view of Lis 
Majesty's Minister at Tehran that its suppression at the present time is not desirablo, 
and that he accordingly concurs in Mr. Morley’s proposal to inform the Government of 
India that Captain Smyth may be rotained at Meshed for six months moro pending 
the receipt of further orders, i 
Sprite t,t? Aad hat a telegram in this sense Tins Been addressed to Sit ©, 

pring. 





Lam, &, 
(Signed) LOUIS MALLEN, 








(33182) : No, 24, 
Foreign Office to India Office. 





Sir, Foreign Office, October 4, 1907. 

WITH references to my lott Vith ultimo relitive to the dangerous 
situation of the staff of the Oil Concessions Syndicate in Porsia, Tam ditootod by 
Seorciary Sir Edward Grey to inform you that Mr. D'Arcy called at this Oflice to-day 
and stated the opinion that, if the Royal Indian. mail-stenmer * Comot,” prosumably 
now at Bagdad, could be sent up the Karan River to Ahwaz to show the British fla 
there, it would have a very reassuring effect on the employés’of the Syndicate ani 
would probably prevent any attack upon them by the tribesmen of the locality. 

Sir B. Grey agrees with Mr. D'Aroy as to thie probable eflieaey of such a measure, 
and T am accordingly to request that, if Mr, Seorctary Morley’ concurs, immedinto 
instructions for the dispatch of the “Comet” may ho sent to Ahwaz with as little 
delay as possible, 

Tam to add that Sir B, Grey would be glad to ree 
from this Ofiee referred to above on the subjeot of the 
guard. 








































an early reply to the letter 
crease of the Ahwaz Consular 


Tam, &e, 
id) LOUIS MALLE 





(Sigi 











133201) No. 25. 


és ; Sir N. O'Conor to Sir Edward Grey,—(Received October 6.) 
(lelegraphic.) P._ Constantinople, October 8, 1907. 
I HAVE received a telegram from Mr, Wratislaw asking for information cons 
hie Persian Commission and its objects, and I have sent him the followin: 











“ With a view toa joint inquiry respecting recent Turkish encroachments aud the 
frontier question generally, the Persian Government sonic week» ago agreed to seu 
Commissioners to mect ‘Tahir Pasha and the other Ottoman Commissioners, but lear 
from the Russian Ambassudor that the Persian Goyeriment ean find no one willin, 

0 Bo. 

“Tt depends probably on your being able to persuade ‘Iahir Pasha to discard the 
tier indicated in Dervish Pasha’s map as contrary to the finding of the Anglo- 
Russian Commission as well as fo the recent sfatus quo, and therefore unacceptable, 
Whetlicr your mission will be successful."” 



















































act), it becom 
British political supremacy in the Gulf shor 

‘The absorption of the mother-of-pearl industry Germany 
hus the following dan, \l one not common to other trades in the Gulf. Tho 
Gorinans, in porsnit of this industry, have established relations with many Sheikhs and 
villages ‘on the coasts they own oats, and are employers of local lubour, whieh. 
facilitates their getting into touch with Shoikhs and Trucial. Chiots, who, possessed of 

r protection, and pledged to abstention from political relations with all other Powers, 
would ot he allowed i intercourse invany othier way, 

‘To pursno this policy a very little further into an uninterrupted fatu 
it is not an unfair assumpt that ths x ion iho, got possession of 
Kino Chin may very c ly find a cause, sliould any necident occur or any attack 
bu made-hy Arabs or pirates upon any of the lishing, craft owned hy Germans, for the 
dispatch of German gin-hoats, aud Tor eonsequent political 
whore thoy have as yet no political juterest in any shape or form, 

Tsugggest that this is.no iimprobable or far-fetched view of the future, but only @ 
fair stunning ap of probabilities based. pon Germany's past methods ia establishing 
hier pofitienl influence, and as this is. probably the best manner in which that object 
outdo attained, it is probably the corrse which she will adopt, 

‘Phe question is, then, whit ean be don measure at first, and as a 
permanent one afterwards, to secure the t trade from German into 
Beni atts ait to eps le ange pecan hy the aente coumiercial rivalry with 

h Bugluid is being faced in tho Porsian Gulf, i 

‘Tho methods adopted must, 1 submit, be obstructive at Grst and constructive 
aftorwirds, the former to be user until the latter are in operation, 

Obstructive methions in this conection ane simple, and especially so in the Gulf. 
‘Phe head-quartors, or at any: 1 Of the most important places, for pearl-shell 
fisheries boing at Sharga aud along. the neighbouring coust, where British: relations 
with the ‘Thuctal Chiesa both intinusto- and friendly, it would ouly ho necessary for 
instructions and explinuitions to.Iis sont to His Majesty's Resident inthe Persia Guat 
that "no facilities" should be given by the Sheikhs to German traders oF agents who 
wort not proviled, say, with inbroductious fron Tis Majesty's Resident. Nothing 

To dono on paper, snd if His Majesty's: Resident wero allowed his customary 

cretion in Vogal dealings with tho Chiefs, then is uo question that. the ‘many 

icultios inseparable fron tli i Arabs ‘on such a desolate coast could be 
tangibly but certainly bo made very formidable, The trade would gradually transfor 
itself to tho British firm ready to take it tp. 

But theso obstructions must result ina constructive scheme to insure the proper 
Working of tho poarl-shell business at a minimum of cost and the maxhnum of profit 
Dy Mosars, Gray Davyos, Messrs, Lynch, or any other frm of good standing aequuarnted 
With the trade of the Gulf who e ready to take up the business actively, 

According to the information given in the letter above mentioned from Messrs. 
Uynoh Brothers! agent at Bussorah, tho chief reasons which enable Germans to compete 
80 sucoossfully in this trade aro— 


1. That Hambnryhins beeome a better market for tho shells than London ; 

2. Mhat the porters» ant storage duties, &e. at that port are some 10 per cout, 
hoaper than ‘Uke pore oe Landon 

| ‘That the Hamburg-American steamers quote cheaper rates of freight than 
Tritish stoamors, 


As rqars tho first two points, Tsuguest that if it be true that greater facilities 
exist at Hamburg, nd that the demand is also larger there than in London, he 
attompt should be made to divert the trade at once from Hamburg to London. it to 
only veonomical and wise that trade should be allowed to follow its natural course, 
Provided always that in so doing it does not endangor other greater interests, and the 
‘main danger will have been averted as soon as this trade is being done by Brith aed 
ot Cerin merchants in tho Persian Gulf itself, and as soonas it i conveyed 4a 
British anil not German ships. 

Tis then essential absofutely that an attempt should bo made and pressure brought 
to bene on the British direct lines, with a view to obtaining special low rates of freight 
for this trade to Hamburg and London 


‘The rates quoted by both German aud British Steamer Companies trom the 
by 


Persian Gulf are reasonable, anil only vary from each other, as a rnle, 


about 2s. 6d., 


le 


Dut there is every: probability that the German lines give very large rebates on the 
Diss quoted for this trade, and it should, T venture to suggest, be pointed ont clearl 
{0 the British Steamship Companies that, if the trade is to bo trabetored te Brad, 
ands, itis imperative that, for a short time at any rate, they should be propared. oven 
ata sacrifice, to mniderquote any ratos gi the German steamers. Tt may be 
replied by them that they liave sufficient hont this shell trado, but they should 
made to realize that in losing this tt e risking losing, other trades alko, 
Messrs, Lynch's agent forcibly denionst fiet when he alludes to the way. in 
Peegmans at Tigal are getting a grasp of the Manchester trado, and are brinving 


Cotton goods in which they eansiot as yet compote thomsolves from Manchester ro 
Gorman steamers. 


‘The mann vhich the Germ 
Porsinn Gulf, wlien tiecessary thre 
terwards to be counterfeited when the trade ts hands, constitntes a grave 
menace to British 3 the Gulf, and’ it is w matter which Tam convinced 
is not clearly realized i all tanner by the British Steam-ship Companies, who 
{aly for information entirely on theit agents, who way not have aulleions cera et Whe 
general situation, or of the tr jo fully apprehend th danger that 
exists, 

British steamers at present contianally call at Rotterdam, and in making Hunburg 
Pareaaitional port of call’ they vould weither sorionsy longthon their jeumney wee 
increase their expenditure, 

In conelusion, 1 suggest that the selieme Nex proposed mighty and vor 
would, lead “up to the establishment. of a monopoly to one me seve 
granted, say, for some consiieration, by the Chick iy the 
to the snecessfol monopoly established by th 

T understand that the Hamburg 
service of tivo instead of one. st 
as a proof not only of th 


rasp of trade in the 
ium of British goods, 


inning to r 
may 
to create interests in’ the Por 
are doing it 
ture then to reiterate that it is of migent importance to British commeraial 
1 ingluene nlf that this matter, apparently. somewhat 
ant at first si uid tonching at the root and basis of British, 
5 Hi up immediately and studied ina manner that may 99 
ess of the object in viow, and the further safeguarding, of the vital 
interests of Great Britain in the Porsian Gulf, 








i 
Tnclosure in No, 28, 


Telegrams communicated by the Persian Minister at Constantinople to Sir N. O'Conor. 


a) 
(Traduction.) Le 21 Septembre, 1907. 

VOUS avez télégraphié que, @aprés vos démarches, la Sublime Porte a donné 
Yordre aux troupes Ottomanes de ne pas occuper Kingtchine et Baradosto, 

Je dois attiver votre attention que de pareils ordres n’ont aucun résultat, car 
chaque endroit que les Tures oceupent sur Ie tervitoire Persan, contre tous les droits, 
ils tchent de faire pass points comme appartenant au Gonyernement Ottoman, 
et ils se sont fait une fausse idée que le Mont Ararat est la frontidre Turque, par 
conséquent ils croient que leur territoire s'étend jusqu’h 6 kilom, @Curmié, et que 
Yancienne ville de Salmas doit entrer dans leur territoire. Daprés son Altesse le 
Prince Firman Firma, du commencement de Teur it ion A Pesyeh, Lahidjian (ancien 
et nouveau), jusqu’aujourd hui, les Pures ont occupé jour par jour’ peu pres 100 ferseks 
carrés (600 Kilom,) du tertitoire Persan; par conséquent, impossible de trancher ves 
questions limitrophes sans V'arbitrage des Gouvernements Anglais ct Russe; ailleurs, 
clest l'avis de tous les Ministres ainsi que des Gouyerneurs @’Ourmié et Saouilj-Boulak, 
que sans arbitrage dun tiers, les enquétes mixtes des Commissaies Ture et Porsnn 
seront sans résultat, comme les enquétes qui ont été déji faites pour Vezné ot 
Pesveli, et n'ont donné jusqu’aujourd’hui aucun résultat, of chague jour les Tures 
fortifient leurs positions. 

Sa Majesté Impériale le Schah yous charge de faire connaitre les détails 
ci-dessus aux Ambassadeurs: Angleterre et de Rus ie, et avec leur appui faites 
tout votre possible afin que le Gouvernement Ture consented Varbitrage de ces deux 
Puissancos, et ees discussions de frontidre soient arrangées pour toujours, Loxpérienee 
nous montre que Vaccord entre les deu Commissions 'ureo-Persanes est impossible, 
Ct les Commissaires Ottomans n’écouteront pas les propositions raisonnables, Sil n'y 
4 pas tin arbitrage, ck que le Gouvernement Ottoman ne retire pas. ses troupes des 
points quelles oecupent sur Ie tertitoire Persian avant Ponquéte mixte, git causera un 
grand dommage pour les droits et intéréts du Gouvernement Persan, et les territoire 
qui lui appartiennent incontestablement depuis 1,000 années seront considérés comme 
les endroits contestés, 

Votre Altesse connait bien la situation, et je suis sr quictant donné Vintérdt 
que vous porter aux affaires gouvernementales, ct comme yous étes toujours prét & 
exéeuter Tes ordres Tmpériaux, yous ferez tout votre possible que le désir de Sa 
Majesté Impériale dans cette affaire Warbitrage soit accompli. Vous m’ayiserez du 


résullat de vos démarches afin de les soumettro i Sa Majesté Tmpériale, 
————— ae 
(2) 


(Waduction,) Le 24 Septembre, 1907, 
LEG count son Altesse Fitman Firma téégraphie que, dapres le rapport 
{clésraphique d'Eman Gouli Mirza, Gouverneur WOurmid, les détails shivanter 


“Aujourd'lini les ‘ures ont donné en arrenter le village de Chendji appartenant 
4 Azimus Saltanch, ’ un nommé Abmed Chakkak, habitant Baradoste; celui-ci a mis 
Sous scellé le dépot de bE; dautre part, quelques jours avant les Wares ont donne 
Aussi en arrenter les villages appartenant A Nazmus Saltaneh situé i proximité de ta 
ville d’Ourmié, i Zahir Khan, et ils ont commencé i recueillir les récoltes; il se sont 
‘ppropric Tes villages et les tribus Bersans qui. doivent payer au Gouvornement plus 
de 30,000 A 40,000 tomans Wimpots, ils invitent les antres tribus A venir sons 
lour protection. Ces incursions et attaques incessantes, ces immixtions dans les 
propriétés des tribus Persans eausoront de graves wlfervescences parmi le peuple, 
Du moment quil était convenu de faire une equ et que Tahir Pacha est 
déj arrive sur la frontiére 2 cot effet, pourquoi fait-on c attaques et incursions, et 
Commet-on ces actes illégaux contraires A tous les droits légaux du monde?” 


_, Votre Altesse fera communiquer ces détails d leurs Ex collences les Ambassadeurs 
WAngleterre et de Russie, et vous ferez (les démarches Gnergiques dla Sublime Porte 


pour empécher ces graves incursions et mottr: fin A ces actes arbitrsires; vous 
demanderes Gnergiquement en méme temps le retrait des troupes, et vous in‘aviserez 
du résultat de vos démarehes pour les souretire as Majesté Impériale 
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(No. 641, 


Ceremonies, ( 


Sultan the serious eonseq 
Tnperial Ottoman troops, 
Maja 

torritory which, on the basis of the status qu, unde 
frontior. 
jendship. aud 
representations which h 


Just us he is far from wishing that an ineh of P 
the slacus quo, be 0 
trom its responsability arising: from ite j 
the matte 






the elghboutliood of Uninia, 
Mussulman Goyernm 
restoratio 


hogeed his Goy 
hope that when the true fhets of the ease are known to His Majesty immediate and str 


onlive 
sprenil of the false impression in Persia nnd other eastern Mussulman countries that the 
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3256] No, 29. 


Sir N. O'Conor to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received Octob 





) 

Confidential.) 

ty Therapia, October 2, 1907. 
IN continuation of my despatch No, 586 of the 17th ultimo, T have the lonour to 

port that on the 30th ultimo I had a long conversation with the Grand Vizier 

specting the Turco-Persian frontier question, the result of which was that his 

ighness begged me to make a fresh representation direct to the Sultan, which would 








strengthen his hands when advocating the withdrawal of the Imperial troops from the 
frontier plac 





recently occupied 
T have accordingly prepared the accompany 
®, Fitzmaurice will present in Turkish to 





ig diaft of a communication which 
jorrow to the Grand Master of the 
ib Pasha, for direct communication to the Sultan, 
Thave, & 

(Signed) 












R, O'CONOR. 





Tuclosure in No. 20. 


Draft Note to be communicated to Ghalib, Pasha for direct communication to the Sultan 


(Drafted for literal translation into Wurkish.) 


THE British Ambassador has xe 
i through his dragon 





ecently had the honour, both in private audiences 
of bringing {0 the notice of His Imperial Majesty the 
Which must result from the continued oecupation hy the 
inediately after the defeat of the force under the Pers 
th of July, of territory in the direction of Urm 
ly lay on the Persian side of the 
rial Majesty of the sentiments. of 
i liave actuated his Exeelleney in the 
has considered it lis duty: to snal itish Am 
desire to sew an inch of His Imperial Majesty's territory transtorred to Porsin, 
ian territory should, in violation of 
pied by Ottoman troops. ‘The British Government eauinot escape 
iit mediation with the Russian Government in 
the past and the resiltant Protocol of 1869 while the recent Arrange. 
concluded vith a third Power and based on tle principle of the integrity of the 
ian Cerritory, together with the serious situation, probably entailing the most grave 
niseiences, now preyailiny: in ebran as the resull of the continued encronchments in 
nake it imperative that, in Mie true interests of the two 
its, solution ot” this frontier incident on the lines of the 
without delay of the status quo should be arrived at, and further intervention 
the mediating Powers be thus avoided, 
His Majesiy’s Ambassador re 
Ml ease: this. ques 
pings on the en 














illaneh, in the mi 






I is needless to again assure Hix Impe 


plete impartiality. Whi 
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tly reccived instructions Uie carrying out of which 
v {0 assume A more serious and international character, but, 
Iitened sense of justice which auimates His Imperial Majesty, Ie hing 
meit to deter the execution of these instructions in the confident 














ders will be givon to his ofticers on this part of the eastern frontier to evacuate: the 
lages recently occupied on the Persian side of the boundary. The action of those 
» based on the inaccurate maps aud information in theit possession, has led to the 























Ottoman Government is acting in an aggressive w the Masstlman Persian 
Government now passing throwsh a serions internal ‘To avoid the risk of being 
misinformed by possibly exuzzerated statements, the British Ambassador has. reconthy 
induced his Government to send to Uruiia the British Consul-General at Tabrevz, a mm 
of expe and knowledge of he ways aud languages of both ‘Turkey and’ Persia, 
Krom information supplied hy him, itaypears that the only maps in the possession of 





hir Pasha are those of the late Dervish Pasha, ‘Phe 


claims advanced by him were 
‘ed by the International Commission, which some 


ily’ years ago, at thie request of 
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the Imperial Ottoman and Persian Governments, made au exhaustive study of the 
Eastern frontier, and laid down that the true frontier was to be found within the limits 
of the contested zone, and that the status quo of that period was not to be disturbed, 

It is consequently incontestable that villages like Gangachi, Mavana, and others in 
the Tergaver, Mergaver, and Baradost districts (two villazes in the Intter district were 
to years ago rented by a British subject) after the withdrawal of the force under’ the 
Persian Majd-es-Sultaueh were, up to recent date, under Persi diction and ought, 
in the best interests of the Imperial Ottoman Government, to be evacuated without delay, 
especially in view of the approach of winter, whose severity in those high mountains 
must entail severe hardship on, if not loss of life among, the troops recently dispatched 
to those regions. y 

Tmpelled by bis fectiags of friendsliy and rexpéet for the perou of is Imperial 
Majesty, the British Ambassador begs most earnestly to urge, as the only way of 
avoiding a most unpleasant and awkward international solution, that His Imperial 
Majesty should of his oyn initiative at onee give orders to his Commissioners on the 
the frontier to desist from acting on the claims and pretensions of the late Dervish 
Pashia, and restore the stotus quo of 1869, In doing so His Imperial Majesty would 
be giving a further proof of the political sagucity and peaceful intentions which have 
always characterized his dealings with friendly neighbouring States, 

British Ambassador had thought of soliciting a private audience to lay the 
foregoing before His Imporinl| Majesty, but, in ordor not to weary the Sultan, has 
preferred to present this communication through the Grand Master of Ceremonies and 
and Chief Interpreter of His Majesty's Imperial Divan, 


















































(33358) ayo780) 










India Offce to Foreign Office —(Received October 7.) 












THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to tho Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr. Secretary Morley, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Seoretary of Stato, copy of telegram 
to te Viccroy, dated the 1st instant, relative to tlie renewal of ‘Nelogeaph Concessions 
in Persia. 


India Office, October 5, 1907, 


























Inclosure in No, 80, 







Mr, Morley to Governuent of India. 












raphie.) P. 
TELEGRAPH Concessions in Persia, 
Please seo correspondence sent with letters of the 20th and 27th ultimo from 

Political Sceretary, India Office, Cession to them of rights of His Mojualy's Govern: 

ment over Tehran-Khanikin telegraph line has been accepted in principle by Russian 

Government. Latter have also stated that they have no objection to the Concessions 

for Kachan-Robat, Jask-Gwaddur, and ‘Tehran-Bushiro lines: being prolonged for 

twenty years. Following telegram sent accordingly on the 27th ultimo by Foreign 

Office to His Majesty's Minister at ‘Telran : 


India Office, October 1, 1907. 













“Renewal of Telegraph Concessions: Your telegram No. 134. 

“Persian Goverament may now be approached by you at such a moment as may 
seem to you opportune, with a view to obtaining renewal. Your Russian colleague 
should be informed of your actio: 
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[33415] No. 81. 
Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 7.) 


P. Tehron, October 7, 1907. 
‘THE President of tho Assembly asked confidentially, in private conversation, 
my personal opinion as to the advisability of resisting by arms the ‘Turkish advance on 
tho Tureo-Vorsian frontier. He professed to think that Persian troops coulil do so 
Told him it would be disastrous, Although the Persian Government 
are most unlikely to attempt to do so, the intensity of the feeling in the country is 
shown by this mention of it by the President, ‘ i 
A popular mectiny to protest against Turkish aggression was yesterday organized 
by the Aghns at Ispahan, 





(83394) No. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 7.) 
(No, 291, 
{ving ic.) B, Tehran, October 7, 190 
TS it tho ease that His Ma ve agreed! to the proposed increase 
of the Ispaban Consulite sguard, as appears to have been learnt by the Indian 
Government ? 





[33394] No. 83, 


Sir Kdward Grey to Mr. Marling. 

(No. 136. ve he e Pare 
(Telographic.) P. Foreign fice, October 7, 1907. 

INCRBASE of Consular guard at Ispahan, 

Please refer to your telegram No. 291 of to-day’s date 

Seo also my telegram No, 119 of the 16th September. / . 

‘here is no chiinge in the situation, We are still waiting for the arrival of 
information as to cost frony India, 





(32471) No. 3h. 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr, Marling. 
(No. 178) 
Sir, Foreign Offve, October 7, 1907. 

1 UAVE il Sit C. Spring-Itieo's despatch No. 196 of the 13th ultimo, 
ihclosing eopy of a letter which he tind addressed to. the Persian Government on the 
subject of the suspension of tHe sinking fund on the British loan 

Wi within a reasonable tine you do not recive an acknowledgment from the 
Persian Government, you shoul make farther representations on the subject, 

. Tam, &e. 
(Signed) E, GREY, 





(33491) No. 38, 
M, Poklewshi-Kosidl to Sir C. Hardinge. 


Chor Sir Chane x» 
MIE witout e ce Yous, je 
miemprosse dle vous faire pa 
personnel que te Shale voudeait faire i notre banqu 
Venillez, &e. 
(Signs) “S$, POKLEWSRE-ROZIELL. 


question dhin emprimt 


Tnelosare in No. 85, 
Memorandum respecting Personal Loan to the Shah, 


ETA d'enarchie dela Perse rendant impossible pour le Shah Io prélevornent 
des revenus de ses propriétés, Sa Majesté se trouvant génée, slost adreesce notre 
Banque pour obtenir in pret de 150,000 toumans sur des objets précieux Ini appar 
tenant personnellement 

Le Gouvernement Impérial ne verrait pas en principe Wineonyénient ee ntl 
Soit fait droit & ce désir. Mais en présence de la bonne entente survenne. Aveo 
TAngleterre et le pri 00,000 fr. précédemment. consenti de moitié avec elle, Ye 
Gouvernement Impérial estinemit préférable qi, cette fois encore, Vassistance d preter 
au Shahi le ft conjointement par les denx Puissances, 

Au cas, oit cette combinaison aurait Yagrémeut du Cabinet do Loudres, nous 
serions davis que Fopération fit réalisée anx conditions suivantes +-— 

1. Ta sonime en question serait prélevée sur Yavance tenue préte do 6,000,000 fr, 
et serait faite, non sur des objets précienx, mais sur de Yor 

2. Mille serait payée, non en entier, mais par versements successifs, selon Les 
convensnces de la eis 

3, Le taux de Vintér infériewr 4.9 pour cent. 

4. Le rembou tin délai qui ne dépassernit pas six 

5, Le ealoul se fer 


Cheslam Howse, le 2 Septembre (7 Octobre), 1907. 





(83474) No. 36, 
India Office to Foreign Office. (Received Ortober 8) 


HE Under-Seeretary of State for India presents. his compliments to the Under= 
Secretary of State for Horeign Affairs, suid, by diveetion of hte Secretary. Morley, 
faawards Herowith, for the information of the Seorctary of State, copy af a telogmut 
the Vieeroy, dated the ard instant, relative to the renewal of ‘Tologrnph Concossiony 
Persia, 
India Office, Octoher 7, 1907. 
ee 


Tuclosure in No, 36, 


Mr. Morley to Governament of Indius 


phiey DP. India Office, October 3, 190%. 
LEGRAPH Concessions in Persia. My telegram dated the let October 
foreign Office telegraphed as follows on Ist instant to Tis Majesty's, Minister 
at Tebran :— _ 
san We concur in proposals regarding renewal of Melegraph Concessions made 
Your telegram No, 282," 


mbassadon at St. Petersburgh has been informed accordingly, 





(33472) No. 37, 
India Office to Foreign Office (Received Octoher %,) 


“HE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to thie Under: 
Fonmatary of State for Foreign Affairs and, by direction of Mx. Seerctaty Mosley, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, 6 y of a telegram to 
Mec negerey> dated the Ath instant, relative to the appointment of Mlitary Atigehe at 
Meshed. 

India Office, October 7, 1907. 


a 
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Inclosure in No. 37. 
Mr. Morley to Government of India. 


(Telegraphie.) P. India Office, October 4, 1907. 
MULITARY Attaché, Meshed, Your telegram dated the 2nd October. 
Pending receipt of further orders, Captain Smyth may he retained for furt 

period of six months, 





(83524) No. 38. 
Mr. W, D'Arcy to Sir C. Hardinge.—(Received Octoler 8.) 


Dear Sir Charles, Bylaugh Park, East Dereham, October 6, 1907. 

WILL you forgive my writing you privately in pursuance of the conversation we 
ind on Bi 

Av that mecting I was at-a very great disadvantage, as 1 had had a very bad time 
with the dentist, whom I had fo see to come to you at all, and T am afraid I must 
Inyo explained myself to you badly and heen very incoherent, 

What wo really want is somo expression from the Government which will show 
tho inhabitants of thot part of Persia that our enterprise and work is under the 
Goyernment’s protection und support. 

his could be done in a variety of ways, For instance :— 

‘he Government might address a special appeal to the loyalty of the Bakhtiari 
Khans to act up to their undertaking, and this could be followed up by sending and 
kooping at Aliway « Government boat. st gh 

Captain Lorimer could have his escort largely inereasea, retaining for the time his 
presont escort, and that with them he should o and visit Reynolds at Ram Hormu. 

‘hat a body of men from India should bo lent fo the Oil Company with a 
European in charge who would be specially charged to guard the works at Ram 
Hormuy, 

In my n the combination of the stationing a bont at Ahwaz, together with 
the visit oP Capt to Roynolils, would be the most effiencious. 

OF course the a mpossible, and if they are you must 
pardon mo for, in my thom, but what 1 so strongly feel is th 
in the face of Captiin Lorimer's Report and the publication of the Anglo-Ru 
Agreement, it is absolutely necessary that some strong line should be taken, as it is, 1 
think, cortiin that some of our friends in German futerests are sure to draw the 
Hakhitine’ Chiefs notive to the are outside our sphere of influence, anil 
this is likely to 

Tain of course p pvernient may take, some time m 
clapse hetore it is taken, but this could be cured by letting the Khans know that it 
was xoing to be taken, 

1 must apologize for addressing you at this length—or at all—aud T leave the 
mattor in your hands. 

donot. trouble to answer or even acknowledge this, as L really only wanted 
to puit nyse i ay 


W. K. DARCY. 





[83506] No. 39, 


Sir O' Conor to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 8.) 
No, 183.) 
(Volegraphie,) DP, Constantinople, October 7, 1907. 
MY despatch No, G41 of nd Oetoher: Pureo-Persian frontier 

izierto-day, and he told me that the Memorandum which T bad 
prepared for presentation to the Suan on thedth instant (see 
2nd instant) hind produced a profound impression, had summoned itn 
and the Ministers of War and Foreign Affairs, as well as Izzet Pasha, to meet and 
to furnish lim with a report on the facts set forth in my Memorandum, At this 


Wi 


meeting they convinced Izzet Pasha that the Porte lind accepted the Anslo-ltussian 
map, which onght, therefore, to be the basis of their inquiry. His Highness also told 
me that the advanee of the Turkish troops has been stopped, and he authorized me to 
tell you that he felt sure that-a satisfactory result would be amrived. at within «few 


days. I have telegraplied as follows to Mx. Wratislaw at Urumia, repeating it to 
‘Tehran :— 


“On the 4th instant I sent a Memoramdum to the Sultan, in which I protested 
strongly against the Turkish encroachments, and pointed out that Dervish Pashi’s 
map must be repudiated as absolutely inacceptable, the Anglo-Russian map being 
taken as the basis of negotiation, 

“A Council of Ministers has reported favourably on the matter, and the Grand 
Vizier says that a satisfactory result may be looked for, 

“Tustructions haye been sent to Tahir Pashia to meet you as soon as. possible, 
‘You will then have an opportunity of carrying out the instructions contained in. tho 
last paragraph of my telegram of the Oth instant” (my telegram No, 182 of the 
Sth instant to the Foreign Ofive), 





{33576} No, 40, 
Mirza Mehdi Khan to Sir Edward Grey,—(Received Octobor 9.) 


Sin, Persian Legation, London, October 8, 1907, 

I HAVE the honour to inform your Execllency that ILis Imperial Majesty, the 
Shah, my august Sovereign, has Leen graciously pleased to reappoint Prince Ala-os+ 
Saltaneh as his Minister for Foreign Affairs, 

T have, &. 
(Signed) MELMDI. 





{33633} 


Rea Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey—(Received October 9.) 
io, 213.) 
(Celezraphic) P, St, Petersburgh, October 9, 1907. 

1 AM informed by Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs that Shah desires to 
obtain an advance from Russian Bank at Tehran for personal expenses and would 
deposit jewellery as xunrantes, M. Goubastoff said le belioved that-nothing had been 
said to Assembly, and that Shah wished matter i 

In telegraphing on the subject to the Russian Chang in London, his 
Excellency liad added that Russian Government did not w nake the advanco 
without te co-operation of His Majesty's Government, 





(33610) No. 12, 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 9, 
(No. 292.) e a i 
(Telegraphic.) P. : Tehran, October 9, 1907. 
THE Russian Logation says that three battalions of ‘Turkish troops ‘are. telee 
graphical reported by the Russian Consul at Kasri Shirin to have crossed the frontier 
near Kh inikin, The British Consuls at Bagdad and Kermanshah cannot confirm this 
news, “The Persian Government had, however, similar information last ‘Thursday. 





(33659) No, 


India Offce to Foreign Office —(Received October 10,) 


Sir, it 

Sir, India Office, October 9, 1907. 

Morley UY to your letter of the 30th ultimo, I am dirceted to suy that Mr, Secretary 

Miley is of opinion that His Majesty’s Minister at Tehran should ho instructed to 

a Hoots pee communication to the Persian Government on the subject of their 
345 F 
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failure to pay the interest due on the loans made hy His Majesty's Government, and 
of the diversion of the revenues of the Bushire customs to other purposes. Further 
action must depond on the reply of the Persian Government. Mr. Morley would. unt 
recommiend at present that practical steps should be taken to enforce immediate 
Payment, but he thinks it should be made clear to the Persian Government that they 
expose. themselves to, such stops unless they fulfil the condition on which, as laid 
down in Sir I, Grey's telegram No. 102 of the 28th August last, His Majesty’ 
Governmen ed to the suspension of the fund, viz., that a’ serious elfort 
made by the Persian Government to place the national finanees in order. 
Tam, &e. 
(Signed) A. GODLEY. 





(83693) No. th. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 10.) 

No, 203, 
(Welegraphic.) P, Tehran, October 10, 1907. 

N ““Tnspoeteur des Finances,” named M, Bissot, has heen appointed Financial 
Adviser by the Mretich Govormuent 

Tho French Minister hero argues that he will be pl 
French Legation by the contract, draft of whieh he hi 
between the Minister for Porcign Affairs and himself, ft contract 
are very open, being inorely to the effect that M, Bissot is pliced for tyvo years at the 
disposal of the Persian Government by the French Government to advise on questio 
Whether external or internal, of financial reform. As the Assembly found gr 
hopes on, the. Adviser's arrival for tho establishment of the National Hank, 
M. do la Martinitre thinks 110 mention can be inade of it, but suggests that, in order te 
secure the conditions: mentioned ram No, 171 of the 
28th August, the Mre i furnish M, Bissot with a letter of general 
instructions (lettre de service), stating that le must on all matters consult Russian and 
British Tegations, and that he is under the general instructions of the French 
Legation. 

‘Tho opposition of the German Government, as towards tendency to triple financial 
control, may be arousod when the arrangement becomes known, 





(83491) No. 45. 
Faveign Office to Initia Office. 


Foreign Office, October 1), 1907. 
'y Sir Bdwant Grey to transm 
tor from the Russian Chargé d'Aflaines at this. Co 
@ulum inviting the co-operation of His Majesty’s Goverment in making a 
snnill personel loan to the Shab, who has recently applied for it to the Russian Banke 
at Tolman, 

Vann fivther to trusinit to you the draft of a Memormndum whieh Sir B, Grey 
proposes, with the concurrence of Mr, Seeretary Morley, to hand to M. Poklowski fi 
febly 10 luis comuuinication, stating the reasons which preclude His Majesty's 
Government fiom partieipating in this loan. 

{am to add that Sit E, Grey woul be glad to reeaive an early expression of 
Mr. Morley’s views on this question. 

Tam, &e. 
(Signed) LOUIS MALLET, 





[82784] No. 46, 
Foreign Office to India Office, 


Foreign Office, October 10, 1907. 
Sir E. Grey to transmit to you the accompanying 
a map of the ‘Curco-Persian frontien.® 
y has already been furnished to your Department, 
On this map the limits of the frontier zono, as laid down by Colonel Williams 
and Colonel Tehirikoff in 1852, and placed on record in the “Tdentie” map of 1869, 
are indicated in green. ‘he approximate frontier status quo of 1904 is shown by & 
dotted chain line, 
A copy of the map has been forwarded to His Majesty's Consul-Genoral’ at 
Bagdad. 
Tam, &e, 
(Signed) LOUIS MALIN. 


—— eee 


(26039) No. 47, 
Foreign Office to Persian Transport Company, 


Sir, Foreign Office, October 10, 1907. 

TAM directed by Secretary Sir Eawanl Grey to inform you that a vopy.of your 
Ketter of the Vth May last, Telative to the claim of yout Company against the 
Bakditiari Khans for sums due on account of the construétion of the Anwarelspahan 
road, was forwarded to Ilis Majesty's Minister at Tehran with the request tltat. ne 
would furnish his observations on the demands therein put forward, and that he would 
at the same time take any action which he might consider desimblo in. the 
circumstances 

J a totale that Sir BE, Grey has now weerived and considered a despatel from 
Sir C. Spring-Kieo on this subject, and 1 am to offer the following observations on the: 
statement of account forwarded in your letter under reply :— 

With regard to the first accoimt submitted by your Company, which is onw of 
expenses incurred for inspection and ropnits to, the bridges on tio Bakhitient sos 
between Ahwaz and Ispahan, Sir 1, Grey observes that interest is claimed on. those 
unsettled accounts at the rate of 12 per cent. Tn the absence of any special arrange. 
ment, there would seem to be no reason why a higher rate should be claimed than thas 
fixed in Article 2 of the Agreement for the original cost of construction, and Sir, 
Grex ‘is therefore unable, in forwanting this account for presentation to the Khans, to 
sanetion the cateulation of interest at a higher rate than that of 6 por eent 

i ble difficulty in obtaining the Khans" acceptance 

in 1904, in view of the fact that 
than the conesponding accounts for the two 


considers that no exception ean reasonably be taken to the several 

items of this account, with the possible exception of the expenses of Mr. Barlow 
Joumes to Chakling, and tie is accordingly willing that i should bo unged 
{bon the Khans, but he would not feel justified in requiring them to pay intervst on 
this pau bill, which Sir E, Grey understands has never been presented to them, 
‘inl to the second account, for instalments and interest duo by. the 
Bakhtiar’ Chiefs on 3,000! up to the dnt Mareh, 1907, 1 am to point out they. His 
Government have, as your Company are aware, alteady repeatedly declared 
to press this claim on the Khans on. the gonad ground that the 


expenditure of the sum referred to, over and above the estimated cost of construction, 
Nas incurred in contravention of the Company’s undertakings. He is. thoroferg 
ble to sanction the presentation of this claim through Tis Majesty's Legation, nt 


inten atl Pegand to the third account, showing the amount due for instalments and 
iterest by the Bakhtiari Chiofs up to the 3rd March, 1907, us 5,501, Sit E. C, y 
observes that it is reckoned in sterling, whereas the previous, account sent ie to the 


© Not printed. 
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Khans on the 6th April, 1904, was calculated, in Porsian curreney, on the basis of a 
{otal capital indebtedness of 30,000 tomans, it having been agreed fat this sum should 
be regarded as the equivalent of 5,500, ‘Sir E. Grey is not aware of any reason for 
altering this arrangement, and proposes to ailhere to it in the present instance 

Tam further to point out that, in this statement of account, your Company again 
claim interest on arrears at the rate of 12 per cent,, although, as they are aware, His 
Majesty's Government Iuiye already declared their inability to press for interest on 
‘rears at a higher rate than that mentioned in the e« 

Tam accordingly to inform you that Sir C. Spring-Rice has been authorized by 
telegraph to present officially to the Khans the first and third accounts, with the 
modifications outlined above, and that Iis Majesty's Consul at Ahwaz’has been 
supplied with a eopy of the claims in the form in which they have been presented 
with instructions to conduct such negotiations with them as may be necessary. 

With regard to the complaint contained in the fourth parigraph of your let 
the 17th May, relative to the place of payment of the last instalment, T am to point 
out that the Hakhtiari Khans have now opened an account at the Imperial Bank of 
Persia at Ispalian, and that they are in the habit of transacting all their pecuniaey 
Dusiness at thut place, and Tam to inquire whether, in view of this fact, your Company 
would feel inclined to make a concession on this point and waive the right which they 
possess in virtue of Article 2 paragraph 8, of the Agreement of the rd March, 1898, 
Of reeviving. payment of interest aud instalments of capital at Alwaz, a proceeding 
Which is a source of inconvenience to the Khan, 

Tam, &, 
(Signed) LOUIS MALLET. 





(26036) No, 48. 
Foreign Office to Persian Transport Company. 6 


Sir, Foreign Office, October 10, 1907. 
WILL reference to Sir Francis Campbells letter of the 21st May last relative 
to cortain suggestions made by your Company in connection with the management 
of the Dakine’ road, I'am directed. by y Sir Edward Grey to transmit to 
You lierewith an extract from a despat 
friving his opinion on these proposils, and forssa 
Up by Lis Majesty's Vice-Consul at Ahwaz oxplaini 
to have arisen rogardinie remarks. previously made by him as to the relations 
etween your Company's local agents and the Bakhtiari Khans. 
Lam, &e, 
(Signed) LOUIS MALLED, 





(83758) No. 19, 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received October 11.) 


THTE Under-Secretary of State for India prosonts his compliments to the Under- 
Scoretary of State for Foreign Alfuirs, and, by dircetion of Mr. Secretary Morley, 
forwards herowith, for the information of the Secretary of State, and with reference to 
the letter from the India Otis of the 18th ultimo, copy of inclosures in letters from 
the Foreign Seerctary to the Government of India, dated the 5th September, relative to 
ihe event assault on Meshed sowars by Baluch sowars employed by the Persian 
Customs, 


Inilia Ofice, October 10, 1907. 


* Seo Part XI, 
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{ Tnclosure 1 in No. 49, 
Sir ©. Spring-Rice to Government of India, 


(Telogra hic.) P. Tehran, August 24, 1907. 
TELEGRAM to following effect has been sent to Seistan, as to the atinek on the 
Meshed sowars 


“ Ttis denied by the Customs Administration that their men were in fault, Persian 
Government have asked to be furnished with fall particulars, which should be supplied 
tome with as little delay as possible.” 


My telegram has been repeated to Meshed, 
——— 
Tnclosure 2 in No, 49, 


Consul Kelly to Government of India, 


(Telographic.) P. Seistan, August 28, 1907. 
LEASE see your telegram No. 984. On the night of the Stat duly the relieved 
Meshed escort reached Seistan, Reports of the Jemadar is that early on morning of 
the 80th July, on arriving at Labi-Baring, an advance party consisting of four men 
under a lanee-naik were ejected forcibly by Baluchi servants of the Customs trom. the 
serai, When the Jemadar arrived at the serai, he recived an apology from. the 
Customs Mirza for the behaviour of the servants, and, as the Mirza took his meals 
with the Jemadar, the matter seemed to be settled, ‘The party proceeded to the edge 
of the Hamun on the night of the 80th. Here: they wore delayed for twelve hours, es 
face were prevented by Customs sowars from transporting the party to the opposite 
nk. f 
Teomplained to Kargusar of the action of the Customs officials, both at tho serni 
and subsequently at the edge of the Hamu, and arranged crossing of party from here, 
Counter-charge was brought by Customs officals, who stated that an assault. had Leon 
made by escort sowars on the Mirza and servants at Baring, and that two of tho servants 
had reecived wounds from lanees, ances were not carried by the escort, I have 
examined the two men who are alleged to have received wounds, and I consider the 
rounds, which are merely scratches, to have been fubricated, British subjects, have 
been treated with incivility at this serai_ on. previous occasions, and, in my opinion, the 
object of the counter-charge brought by the Customs offcnis is to weaken our complaint 
against them, 
Tam sending a detailed report by post. The matter has now beon referred to 
Tehran, 


ee 
Tnelosure 3 in No. 49, 


Sir C. Spring-Rice to Government of India, 


(Telegraphic) _P. Tehran, August 81, 1907, 


A TELEGRAM to following effect has been sent to His Maj ci 
anid repeated as No, 74 to Meshed :-— ae a 
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(83752) No. 50, 
India Office 1o Foreign Offce—(Received October 11.) 


‘THE Under-Secretary of State for India resgnts his compliments to the Under= 
fecrelary of State for Foreign furs, and, by direction of Mr. Seeretary Morley, 
fonrarts herewith, for the information of the Secretary of Stato, copy of 2 telegram 
to the Viceroy, dated the 7th instant, relative to the situation in the Bahtiagi country. 


India Office, Octoher 10, 1907, 


——<——— 
Inelosure in No, 50. 
Mr. Morley to Government of India, 


(elegraphic) P, India Office, October 7, 1907, 

AILWAZ, My telegram of the 19th September, 

Jaxly reply is pressed for by Foreign Office, They consider it desirable, in view 
ioehe dangerous situation of the statt of tho Oil Concessions Syuiioio: tana, 
“Comet,” which is now presumably at Bagdad, should, with the least possible delay, 

t 


Vite Abwas and show the British jlag. Unless you have auy obsorrevone offer, 
lease issue necessary instructions accordingly, 





(83659) No. 51, 


Sir dard Grey to Mr. Marling. 

(No, 137.) 
(Telegraphic) P, Foreign Office, October 11, 1907 

MLEASE refer to telegram No, 279 of the 27th September frore SiG Spring 
Rice 
Ax oficial vontmunieation may be addressed to the Persian Government in the 
Noe ssa sul you my tensind them of the eoudition as satel in mp telegram 
No. 102 of the 28th Augist, Inst pemngeaph) under which, we cornea the 
suspension of sinkinye fund. 





(83831) No. 52. 


Sir NO'Conor to Sie Bdirard Grey.—(Received October 12.) 
(No, 137.) 
(Telegraphic) DP. Constantinople, October 11, 1907. 

TURCOPERSINY fronton 

ia iive nent the following telegram to Mr. Wratislaw, repeating it to Hie Maj sty’ 

chin) = 

“if tus ist received « visit trom a high Palace official, charged witha message 
fron th Sultan to thy following effect: that abit Pasha tolegrapled vectra to say 
that he ind et vou, decanpaniea by a British inssionarysat Mowaee rahe om hia 
Pabrossesl Sourself as satistedl with his statement. regarding the exeeses oath Se 
er Hted Ly Turkish tropes and that he intended to met yor and the Iie 
Vire-Constl again short 

he messaye conttinel no allusion eitherto the withdrawal of the Ottoman troops 

or to the question of the frontie 

ane Wuested His Majesty's mesenger to inypress un hitn most eurestly how vitally 
fmporiait it wa that he should order the withdrawal of his twsue fone Persia 
territory while it was still possible for hin to do so of his own free at 

“Tt is quite essential that yon should stccood ineiug Tahir Pasha that the 
nap made by Dervish Pash never he 4 thit he shonld report 


(33524) No. 61", 
Sir C. Hurdinge to Mr. W. K. D'Arcy. 


Dear Mr. D'Arcy, Foreign Office, October 11, 1907. 

IN reply to your letter of the Oth relative to thi’ dangerous situation of dhe 
employés of the Oil Concessions Syndicate in Persia, 1 hasten. to. tell you what has 

y been done and what more wo can soe our way to do in order t insure thar 

ind allay their fears, 

contains five suggestions as to measures which might be taken to 
attain this obj 

A NAEe Sa appeal from His Majesty"s Government to the loyalty and honesty of 
the Bakhtiari Khans. 

2. ‘The dispatch of a Government boat to Ahwaz, 

f the Ahwa i cork. 
tain Te Reynolds at Ram) Horw 

5. The dispatel from In special body. of te in charge 
to gard the wor 

Of these suggestions: you considor that the second and the fourth are likely to 
prove the most effective. 
: ant ty vour first proposal, 1 fear that no appeal ely to ronse the 

tse of their obligations, and that they are not aniewiablo to any influence 


The ff proposal also appears to me objectionable from w political 
the passage of any considerable boy of men through Persive b 
eliefs for the varions Consular escorts, could not fail’ to arouse 


already taken steps and Hope: to bo able to give effect to the 


ant suggestions (the former us the result of our conversation of last Fridey ond the 
Hatter some time previously), and as son as the increise of the Alor mde 
arranged, Captain Lorimer will re ustructions to proceed ty Ram Hormur unless 
there should be any local objection to his doing so, 
Lam, &c. 
(Signed) © CHARLES HARDING, 








(1549) ce 
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accurately to the Sultan the places previously under Persian jurisdiction which have 
recently heen occupied by the Turks. You might also say that, in the present troubled 
state of the Bastern Provinces of the Ottoman Empire, there is danger of disorders on 
the frontier spreading westwards. 

“Tf his Excellency has the courage to report in the sense indicated above, he will 
save his master from very serious difficulties.” 





[83974] No. 
Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 14.) 


St. Petersburgh, October 4, 1907. 

T INFORMED M. Goubastoff verbally this afternoon of the substance of your 
telegram No, 132 to Sir N. O’Conor, and T inquired of him whether he had received 
any news from ‘chan or Constantinople as to the recent developments of the 
situation on the Vureo-Persian fronticr, He said that neither Mf, de Hartwig nor 
the Persian Charge d’Atlaires nor M. Zinovieff had within the last days communicated 
anything on the subject, though the Russian Government were well aware that 
Ottoman troops had occupied localities undoubtedly within undisputed Persian 
territory, Ie was sure that M. Zinovieff would gladly eo-operate with Sir N. O'Conor 
in any Sleps which the latter might take with the view of inducing the Sublime Porte 
to withdraw their troops, but that M. Zinovielf had no expectation that any repre- 
sentations would have any effect, as the Sultan appeared to be guided solely by his 
inilitary advisers, and to have mada up his mina not to eause his troops to retire: 


‘Dhe Ottoman Government invented various pretexts to avoid giving any decided reply 
to remonstrances, and it would seem that mere verbal representations would be 
disregarded, 

T 


asked M, Goubastoif if M. Zinovielf had made any suggestions as to w 
alternative course could he taken to procure the withdrawal of the Ottoman troops i 
representations were to remain without any results. [fis Excellency said that the 
Ambassador had made no proposals, but that he himself considered that the moment 
could advantageously he utilized to show clearly to the Persian Government that both 
Russia and Great Britain intended to see that the integrity of Persia should be 
vespocted, lin what manner this could be effected; and he said that perhaps 
demonstration in the Persian Gulf might produce an impression. I presume that. 
he meant a demonstration by a British nayal force; but { observed to him that it 
seemed to me that such a measure would have little effect on Constantinople. Tt 
would also be very possibly misinterpreted in Persia. He remarked that perhaps 
Persia might occupy in retaliation a portion of Ottoman territory; but this T said 
would be beyond the power of Persia, with her paucity of troops and want of funds. 
Moreo: she would be placing herself also in the wrong. In short, M. Goubastoft 
liad no practical proposal to make, 
T have, &e, 
(Signed) A, NICOLSON, 





[33982] No. 54, 


Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Hdward Grey.—(Received October 14.) 

(No. 513.) 
Sir, St. Petersburgh, October 9, 1907. 

M, GOUBASTOEFH informed me to-day that he had telegraphed to M, Poklewski 
that the Shah desired an advance of 150,000 tomans from the Russian Bank to meet 
Some personal expenses, and that His Majesty was ready to deposit as security some 
jewelry in the bank. He added that the Russiun vernment did not wish to: 
make this advance without the co-operation of His Maj Government, and he 
had, therefore, instructed M. Poklewski to ascertain your views on the matter, 

Tasked M. Goubastoff whether the Assembly had cognizance of this desire of the 
Shah, and he replied that he believed that His Majesty wished to keep the matter 





2 


private, as ft was a purely personal one, and liad not, therefore, taken the Chamber 
into his confidence. He did not secm to consider that the amount was such as would 
enable the Shah to utilize it for purposes of a political nature. 
Thave, &e, 
(Signed) "A. NICOLSON. 





(34083) No, 55. 


India Office to Foreign Office. —( Received October 14.) 
Bir, A India Office, Octoler 12, 1907. 
' AM directed by Mr, Secretary Morley to inclose, for the consideration of 
Secretary Sir Hi. Grey, a copy of a Leiter from the Goverment of India in the Foreign 
Department, dated the 12th September, 1907, on the subject of two acts of organized 
piracy committed by Arabs residing at Dayir, on the Persian coast, = 
| the one ease the erew of a Persian boat, consisting of six persons, were all 
murdered, with the exception of one boy, who escaped, In the other, the murdered 
persons were the erow and passengers of a Kowveiti hoom numbering tiventy-nine in all, 
‘The Government of India recommend that.a strong representation should be made 
to the Persian Government with a view to securing the capture and punishment of the 
offenders and full pecuniary reparation for the sulferers in the Koweit case, and they 
further suggest that the Persian Government shoul be informed that, failing compliance 
With the demands of Ifis Majesty's Government within a stated time, suitable naval 


action will be taken at Dayir. It is possible that such action might involve the catering 
of Persian territorial waters and the landing of men upon the Persian const, 

ft scems clear that effective action is required to prevent the repetition in the Persian 
Gulf of such nets.ay those which have taken place, and Mr, Morley: would be glad to 


learn the views of Sir Edward Grey as to the suitability of the proposals of the Govern: 
mont of India sug the Sheikh of Koweit that le should employ an 
armed dliow f his vessels is doubtless inadn le. 
Tam, &e, 
(Signed) "COLIN G. CAMPBELL, 


Tnelosure 1 in No, 55, 


Government of India to Mr. Morley 
(Sceret.) 
Sin, Simla, September 12, 1907. 
WE have the honour to forward herewith a copy of correspondence with the Political 
Resident in the Persian Gulf on the subject of two acts of serious and brutal. piracy 
committed by Arabs residing at Dayir, a place on the coast of Persia about 100 miles 
south of Bushire, 

2. In November 1906, the pirates attac 
port of Shivol, between Keis Island and ‘Tuona, 


ig from 

i who numbered twenty- 

nine, they ¢ h was subsequently found 
stranded zi * 

8. ‘The Political Resident made representations on the subject of the first piracy to 
the Derya Bexi, but as they produced no result he telegraphed to the Minister at 
‘Tehran and informed him of what had happened. At the same time he requested the 
Seniov Naval Officer in the Persian Gulf to proceed to Dayir and make inquiries, ‘The 
local authorities at Dayir, when questioned by Captain Bowman, denied all knowledge 
of the piracy, but from information subsequently received it appears that on the vers 
day when the “Sphinx” called at Dayir the Chief of the pirates was in Dayir and was 
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staying with the Khan of that place, On the 16th June, 1907, His Majesty's Minister 
informed the Resident that he could hold out no hopes that usefal action would be taken 
by the Persian Government in the matter at present, 

4. Itis true that in the first place the victims were Persian subjects, and that it 
might be supposed that the Persian Government would themselves take steps to secure 
redress for their own subjects from the pirates residing within their jurisdiction, ‘The 
British Government have, however, acknowledged a general obligation forthe preservation 
of the maritime peace of the Gulf, and it is their object to secure the suppression. of 
piracy in Gulf waters. It would therefore, in our opinion, be our duty, even if 
British interests or the interests of British-protected persons were not primarily 
‘concerned, to take all possible action with a view to scattering the Dayir gang, And in 
the case of the second offence we consider that we are under a special oblization in this 
instance, because some subjects of the Sheikh of Koweit to whom we are bound, under 
the Agreement of the 23rd Janvary, 1899, to extend our good offices have been robbed 
and murdered by the pira 

5. We would accordingly venture to recommend that a strong representation 
should be made to tie Persian Government with a view to secure the capture and 
punishment of the offenders and full pecuniary reparation for the sufferers in the Kowelt 
ease. In view of the offence committed against their own subjects, the Persian Goverti- 
ment should presumably be only too ready to co-operate with us against the offenders. 
But as it appears certain that no representations to the Persian authorities, whether 
made locally or at Tehran, are likely either to secure satisfaction for the offences whieh 
have been committed or to prevent a recurrence of such crimes in the future, we would 
suggest that the Persian Government should he informed that, failing compliance. with 
the demands of His Majesty's Government within « stated time, suitable naval action 

he taken at Dayir, 

6. If our proposal is approved, it is quite possible that, in order to clear out the 
pirates, it may be necessary for the naval authorities not only to enter Persian territorial 
waters, butalso to land men on the Persian coast, Weare ayvare that the Persian Govern+ 
ment in 1903, with reference to an encounter between certain pirates, who hud organized a 
surprise attack on Koweit, and the sailors of His Majesty's ship “ Lapwing” protested 
against the adoption of this course, but the Minister at Tehran was on that occasion directed 
by His Majesty's Government to inform the Persian Government that te Comman 

f His Majesty's ships, whilst they would always he careful to rospect the sovereign 
ts of Persia, and to co-operate to the utmost of their ability with the local authorities, 
must, in the absence of any effective Persian naval force, retain their freedom to take 
at their diseretion and on their responsibility, even within Persian tertitory, such measure 
for the repression of piracy as the urgene iy particular case might seem 
to them to warrant. ‘The Persian Government were reminded that the seeurity from 
pirates enjoyed by the population both on the Persian and opposite Arab coasts. was 
entirely due to the past efforts of the British nay, and they. were informed that, the 
British Government had entered into special compacts on this subject with the ‘rucial 
Chiefs, and that they could not engage to ive any new orders to. the Commanders of 
British vessels which would tend to restrict the offigieney of their action in maintaining 
the maritime peace in the Gulf, It was also pointed out that. the Persian Government's 
demand was hardly eonsistent with the fact. that in 1897, with the object:of suppressing 
the traffic in arms, they had given permission for His Majesty's steamships to search 
merchant-vessels in Persian waters, and {o confiseate any arms and ammunition intendod 
for Persian ports which might be found on board, 

7. In March 1904 the claim of the British Government to take measures even on 

ian territory for the suppression of piracy was once more enforced, when Sic N. 

‘onor reported to the Marquess of Lansdowne that a serious case of ‘piracy on the 
Shatt-el-Arab had been perpetrated on a British fidian sailing-vessel laden with dates. 
He stated that His Majesty's Consul at Bussorah liad reason to believe that the stolen 
property was hidden in the pirates’ huts at Abkateh, on the Khor Hindian Persian const 
of the Shatt-el-Arab, and suggested that the “Lapwing,” then at Koweit, slould he 
instructed to search the place. Instructions were issued to the Commander of His 
Majesty's ship “Lapwing,” and a seareh was accordingly made in Persian territory, but 
without success, 

8. In view of these precedents, Hix Majesty's Government would doubtless not _be 
disposed to consider any protest that the Persian Governinent might make regarding 
action taken by us against the pirates, and naval action in an outlying part of Persian 
territory on the Gulf, with the active assistance or consent of the Persian authorities, 
ought not unduly to excite the susceptibilities of other Powers, 

fu549) AL 
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ped ie most Coxent ronson in favour of immediate action in the present ‘case is to 
be found in the fact that the Sheikh of Koweit has asked, with referetee oe ie piracy 
fommitted on his subjects, that. the Government of India ‘will conene im hic employing a 
heavily-armed dhow to protect his vessels plying. between ‘Koguit ot Bussorah and 
Persian ports, 

‘We consider that this proposal should be negatived, since, if the Sheikb, with our 
fonnet find assistance, dispatched an armed dhow to parade the Gulf, the ‘Pucks might 
‘eaan it as a symptom of his grovring independence, and they might complain of a 
disturbance of the status quo, Again, the Persian Government, ‘inight consider the move 
jo Ui.a sinister one, especially having, regard to the fact that, Atabee os recently 
Pawagiel armed assistance to the Sheikh of Mobammerah, Kinally, the policing of the 
Fersian Gulf Ly Mubarak would amount to an infringement ot cee prerogative, and 
therelore, in accordance vith established poliy, could net be allowed ene is evident 
Hint if'wo were to forbid the Sheikh to take sieps for the proteution of bre subjects, and 
Were at the same time to take no effvetire steps ourselves, we should i vitably arouse his 
an Mubarni’s ch tue other han, if we succeeded in securing reparation for, the utter 
pert pitak's subjects, this fact would afford an important demongtrstign of oft and 
Ponty to pretecthis interests, We should thus, while confirming the Sheikhie allegiance 
acne neltsively establish our claim to. protect his subjects, whether ae Persia. or 
clrevhere, | Wo trust, therefore, that. the adoption of the messes proposed in 
paragraph 5 of this letter may be authorized, 


We have, &, 
(Signed) MINTO, 

KITCHEN ER, 

H, 

Dy 


ERLE RICHARDS. 
N. BAKER, 
+ SCOTT. 


P, FINLAY. 
0. MILLER. 


————eS 


Tnclosure 2 in No. 


Hoteact from the Diary of the Persian Gulf Political Residency for the week ending 
Decenber 1G, 1906. 


Lingah, 


Recenber t, 100 —‘he Resideney Agent, Lingah, has received letter from 
Sheikh Abdullal-bin-Muhammad Bush, Chiet of Teona, tnt rming him of an act of 
Piney conmitted about the middle of November last on a Shivel: Fost by some Arabs. 
caytntarily residing either at Dayir, Kangoon, ov Umael-Kurm, bt sad dp have been 
Cybele trom theis homes by Sheikh Khazal of Mohammernh ‘the (ay was attacked 
{hile she as between Kois sland and Taona, al the pirates severely wounded and 
Wizew overboard her crow, nunboring six, took all the eargio valve ga 6,000 rupees, and 
Uell alter seuttlng the vessel, ‘Phe incident came to light through one of the wounded 
Te ale as eavtied ashore near Thonn, ‘The Derya Bogs aleccrion tae heen direoted 


to the matter, 
————— 
Inclosure 3 in No. 55, 


Major Cor to' Government of Indi, 
(Helisgtaphies Bushire, June 16, 1907, 
BLIASB see any diary 006. In defiance of pressure 
from Hiy Britannic Majesty's nd myself here, no serious action has 
i , Fars and Bushire Go nts continue to 
ntenance of order 1e to the other, 
of piracy with wholesale 0 light, 
{rated some time ago on a Koweit dhow and alle 
committed by the same gang. In this connection Sheikhret, Row 


il 


the authorities of Dashti should be called upon to hand the Pirates over to justice, their 
habitat and identity being, he declares, notorious, 

(Sent to the address of the Forejgn Department ; telegram repeated to His Britannic 
‘Majesty's Minister, Tehran,), 


ae 


Tnclosnre 4 in No. 55, 


Major Cox to Government of India, 
(Celegraphic,) Bushire, June 16, 1907, 
PLLASE see my telezram of the 16th instant, 
nether asks that the Government of India will concur in his 
we pacavily armed dhow to protect his dhows plying between gee mncy 
ul Persian ports, and that. no objections may he rased. te hie dealing direct 
ran ats, encountered. “Such a vessel must, to be of any wey ‘operate, if 
dimieult Wo proven eye ters td creeks, and in any ease T think that it oomtd ke 
dificult to prevent it from doing so. Buty apart from this’ the Government of India 
{ris probably consider that the same objections exist us were held aye with regard 
£0 a similar application whieh emanated from the Sheikh of Balveha If, however, we 
qipere Mubarak’s proposal, we should obviously. insist on the, Persian Government 
{aking adequate measures to suppress the gang and see that such measures are satine 
factorily carried out. 

1 doubt the ability, of the present Governor to take effective measures, and at 
present he does not admit that he as the jurisiiction to do nc Tf, however, he 
pieeives peremptory oners and the means to carry them out, I wit endeavour to keep, 
him up to the mark, 

Kopeated to Sir ©, Spring-Rice, 


ee 


Tnclosure 5 in No. 55, 


Major Cox to Government of India, 
(Telegraphic, Bushire, June 16, 1907. 
SAVE received the following telegram, dated the 16th tang tain ihe Minister 
at Teliran, who requests me to repeat it to you:— 


«Please see your telegrams Nos. 92 and 94, I can hold out no ‘prospect of useful 
‘ction on the part of the Persian Government aguinst piraienl gangs 


ee 


Tnelosure 6 in No, 65, 


Major Cox to Government of India. 
(Confidential Bushire, June 23, 1907. 
IN’ continuation of my telegram dated the 16th June, 1907, T have the honour to 
forward copies of Major Kuox’s letter and accompaniment aah, it was based 
‘copy has not been forwarded to His Majesty's Minister at ‘Tehran, 


eee 


Inclosure 7 in No. 65, 


Major Knox to Major Coz, 
(Confidentiat,) Koweit, June 6, 1907. 
1 HAY! i u i WW approached me with a 
that dhe Government would 
siou of these pests, it occurred 
prevent their acceptance thereof, 
iter Persian or Turkish ports, and 
ion. ‘The Sheikh 
posed to effect the capture 
Hindian, where he seemed to 
He agreed that it was necessary. 
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fo consult you first, and I asked him to be good enough to put his proposal in writing. 
That proposal I have now the honour to submit, and to request the favour of carly 
instructions as to the reply to be given to the Sheikh, 

Reference letter dated the 22nil May, 1907, from the Political Agent, Kowcit, to 
the Political Resident in the Persian Gulf. 


——$—————— 


Inclosure 8 in No. 55. 


Sheikh Mubarak-us-Subah to Major Knox. 
(translation. 
& fter compliments.) 2 Rabi-uth-thani, 1325 H. 
WE informed you that the boom of Ali-bin-Pathala, of our subjects the people of 
Kowoit, ive months ago loaded up from Bussorah date baskets and passeners of the 
people of Kowcit, both male and female, and left for Koweit, The aforesaid boom wa 
Host, It was conjectured that she had been wrecked by the winter gales, After sixty 
days news came that the boom had grounded on the Island of Amair, and her mast al 
Jards. still standing, and they saw in hier blood, and we sent the owner of the boom to 
the aforesaid boom, and he also saw in her much blood, and we did not know what had 
happened to them, After that, Nakhoda Abdalla, of the people of Kliary, informed. ws 
that, from the talk of the people of Dayir to him in Bahrein, the children of Hataidi 
had taken aay the hoom, when at anchor at the buoy, and had killed all the people in 
her, anu liad taken all her property ant the enrgo in the boom and had abandoned her, 
86 thal she grounded at the Island of Amair. And the sons of Hamaldi are yotorious? 
they ate all dwelling in Dayir, and a source of profit to the Ruler of that place, We 
hve sent Haji Abdulla, of Khar), to. you, and he has informed you verbally. We hope 
that you will acquaint the Resident of thig oceurren 
And the sons of Hamidi ate pirates, well known and banished by Sheikh Khazal 
and the Bussorah Government, It is incumbent on the Ruler of Dayir that he should 
ize these mon aud hand them over to the British Government, ‘There will be loce to 
our subjects from such killing and plunder, Also, if the Gove 
sion, Lwill scuid a boom, aul in hier sufficient stre 
Bussoruti and the ports of Baris 
Wit 
the protection of Government, and such a loss has b 
the pity of Government will not permit: Chis, for our 
Government. And may you remain site and friendly: 
(Scaled) Sheikh MUBARAK-US.SUBAHL. 
‘Prue translation. 
(Signed) SG. KNox, Major, 
Political Agent, Koweit. 
Koweit, June 6, 1907. 
_———— 
Inclosure 9 in No. 


Major Coe to Government of Lidia, 
Bushire, June 23, 1007. 
IN amplification of my telegram dated the 16th June, 1907, L have the honou to 
for the information of the Government of India, précis of the two eases of 
piracy referred to, 
plieates are being forwarded 16 His Majesty's Minister at ‘Tehran for 
information, 


Peds of a Case of Piracy with Murder committed on a Persian Dhow off Taonah in 
November 1906, and subsequent correspondence, 


j\ fative vessel of the * mashowehi” type belonging to the Persian port of Shivoh, 
which had been in the poos” of dryadock of Lingah for some days) was ready for 
sea on the 16th November. She had on board. six persons and cargo to the valee of 
6,000 rupees, 

In the dry-dock alongside of her Lad been another “ mashoweh" manned by some: 
Arabs. It seems that these Arabs are well known as “ bilashtis” (pirates), and are said 


r) 
for water, and, havin, 
ught, the six oceupants, an 
wn vessel. ‘They then tied the 
‘or rope and threw them overboard with the anchor 
she got waterlogged and 
where they went to, 


none gbOY, 5 dead, got free fr 
between Chi got free from t] 


attacked and stabbe 
transferred all the merehandize found 


Abdullah-bin-Mahomed Bushri, 
recovered to he i 


Norenrin Bove, WAS reported by: the Residency Agent at Lingah on the 20th 
Rerember, 2006, Pater reports from the same soure, obtained from. one Aina 
him-bin-Mullah. lullah, an jitant ¢ followin 
Fata Mala n inhabitant of Kangoon, have brought the following 

‘The oceupants of the Shivoh dhow were as follows :— 
1. Ibrahim, 
’in-Ibrahim, son of above and sole survivor, 
se dtahiomed-bin-Abdal Ghani, owner of the locted morchandige, 
Gaobandi, for the Chief of which district he way alu bringi 
dand 5, Names not known. ‘Two of the crew, 
8: One ship's boy taken prisoner by the pirates and murdered later 


A merehant of 
ig Some gold ornaments, 


mnall port 2 miles enst of Kangoon 

ship's boy (No. 6) above refered to 

ptured goods, transported the latter by land (o 

a ed Khan, of Dashti, the Deputy Governor of 

this place, appears to have ® Dut to of ‘his relatives, who were 

acting for him, by nan ayer Mirza, are alloyed to have received 

4 portion of the booty, a i to Haji Khan-bin-Jamal Khan, Deputy 
Governor of Day he proceedings, 

Jamal Khan, tas he aust on hearing ‘of the incident, evidently 
repeated ave feared pursuit, as he gave directions fon the. pirstor teat te ised as 
they creat and taken to the village of Bordaghioon, 80 miles math on Dayir, shore 
they were to avait his die easter. miles of the pirates reside at Kangooncard tee 

how, after landing the stolen goods, appears ¢ i 
imate Iaadng the sole. pears to have been taken to the Khor-i. 

As regards the pirates themselves, they appear to have been th 


a i hre b 
brothers, though there is some divergence of opinion regarding their Sake 


precise names, 
don tatding to, Abdul Rahim-bin-Mulla Abdulla, originally an inhabitant of 
Kangoon, but now residing at Lingah, they were 
(1) Sheikh Abdulla, 
(2) Sheikh Ibrahim: 
(8.) Sheikh Abdul Reza, 


2. According to the Abyssinian slave of one ) si ho k a 
while at Kingal thee mace yesnian slave of one Mobamed:bin-Subah, who knew them 
1,) Abdulla; 
(2.) Meloo; 
(8) Abdul Reza; 


and uae Known as the family of Hamaidi and residents of Manyoohi. 
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“ Sphinx,” went to Dayir and 
lent in January 1907, the local 


(1.) Abdulla Rutha-bineHamaid, 
(2.) Ibrabiin-bin-Haniaid, 


(8.) fsmail-bin-Hamaid-al-Amah (now a prisoner at Mohammerah), 


He Tiaturtlioe stated that after being expelled from Dayir they had sought refuge 
at Abu Thabi or Sharwah, 

tn eonngetion with this visit of His Majesty's ship © Sphinx,” Mr, Francis, retired 
funitant Surzeon, one day stated, in conversation to a member of the Renee that 
he was at Dayir the day tho * Sphinx called there, and that "the piratern eee ally 
staying with the Khan of that plice at the that this fuct was well known to 
Live hora tint a8 he (Mr, Brancis) vas treating the Khan, he could not eave ara 
give information on hoard, 

Further corroboration from an independent source is furnished in a report from the 
Political Agent, Koweit, before whom one MuhammadchinetIait Abdulla-bin-Muhammad, 
4 nakbodn and inhabitant of the Tani of Kharg, slated that the ehiet gh ae pirates 
was actually in Dayir at the time the «Sphinx ' called,” 


———— 


Action taken by the Residency, 


remiqeccivink the Host report (dated the 20th November, 1906) of the piracy 
Hie tgeideney Agent at Lingah, inguities were made at once from the Vengo Begi, the 
Aho pavernor of the Gulf Ports, as to what stops he proposed to take inthe sete 
Tea at ea replica (13th December, 1900) that Dayit vas it Dashtt under ec 
Khan, and that Dashti was in the jurise ion of Bars, and tl 
to see his Way to taking any action, ‘The Resident ag 
pointing out that he did not sev how anything eould be dene, & 
the * Persepolis,” which vas under his (the Governor's) 
Would aswivt in any way if he (the Resident) were, te 
* Persepolis” deputed, The Derya Bei 
1907) that the © Persepolis” had’ bec 
him from paying © visit to Linga, and 

hout-orlers trom ‘eh 
Twcoipt of this tle Resi ter, informing 
him of the position of atl rsian Government be moved to 
direet the Governor to p Muzaffer.” At the same time 
{ih January, 1007) he requested the Senior Naval. Oficer, (Captat Bowman), who 
{avionedl {0 be at Kushiro, (0 proseed to Dasir and make inquities tine yet 
obtaining, if possible, further deta ng the piracy, 

(u(t IU February the Minister replied 10: the Residents tolog 

that it was stated by’ the Persian Government that the necessary 
went, In the meantime, however, there had been a change of 
Boai, having left Bushire on the th January, wns 
Sulfaneh, and the latter, having heen offered the Gove 
authorities, and having aecepted the same Casth. Pel 
whom i reference was nade on the  subje iy 
repudiated jurisdiction ai thvew back te The new Governor 
of tle Gulf Ports, however, promised to take 1 ‘essary acl n the matter, though he 
Norcent time touied tnving reccivad any orders trom ‘Tetiran in that wore: 
fo action His up to dato licen taken by him, and tho Resident now understand tee 
Stoci-es-Sultanch bias submitted his resignation of the Governorship of ache though 
this liay not yet been accepted, 


reply (3rd January, 
als. to prey 


Feil be understood tat Wis Majesty’s ship Sphiae™ 


‘only Weat fo the loeatity to neake fis juirios 
for the Resilentsiformation. 
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ioe the 16th Jane, 1907, in reply to Resident's telegram of the 16th idem regarding 
Monee Pitaey committed apparently by the same gang dre Kevee dhow, His Majesty's 
Minister intimated that he could hold gut no hopes thar meet action would: be taken by 
the Persian Government at present, 


(Signed), BZ. COX, Majer, 
Political Resident in the Persian Gulf. 


——— ee 


Brieh Details of a Piracy committed on a Koweil Dhow. 


ut towelt boom with a. crow of four men, natives of Bussorah, and owned by 
bin Hamad-ul-Fathals, originally of Babrein; but domeater (sinee’ forty years) in 
Koweit, lol Koveit for Bussorah on the 2ith December 1008, leaving the laiter place 
dgein on her return journey on the 4th January, 1007. She nace returned, and was 
given up for lost, 

According to the father of the Nakhoda, who hel 
Bussorah, there were about 
were— 


Bushire, June 23, 1907, 


0 ped fo Joad up the boat at 
twenty-five. native passengers on hoard, amonget. ahon 


1, The daughter of Brahim-bin-Nugaimish, wife of Ali-bin-Nugaimish ; 
Abdur Rahman-bin-Shahab ; 


Doth well known in Koweit, 
About the mi en seen 
dereliet off but on inquiries being 
had been salved and 
Subsequently it 
friends of Ali. 


nan with his hands t 
found, was said to have been abs 
of rope. Its hull was, 1 
Haji Abdallah 
before the Pol 
recently bee 


hie ash? Chief of them was one by name Abdulla-bin-Hamaidi, 
His sons— 


of Bussoral, and 


1. Abdur Reza, 
2, Name unknown, 
‘Their crew consisted of — 


1. Seysid Mehdi of Ganawa (a well-known robber, 
of Bunder itig), 
2. Six men of Dayir, 


‘once punished by the Headman 


‘The ‘man further stated that their headquarters used to be Dayir, but that 


fe hey lurked in Khor Ziyarat, and had a house in Um-el-Kurran® and Jabrin 
sland, 


Gn ithe Gth June Sheikh Muburak wrote pressing for the punishment of these 
Goreng aOtering to arm a dhow for the purpose. His proposal {at reference to 
Governnient, 

(Signed). %. COX, Major, 


Political Resident in the Persian Gulf. 
Bushire, June 23, 1907, ee 


———— 


Latitude 25 
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Inclosure 10 in No. 55, 


Government of India to Major Coz, 
(Telegraphic.) a Sinla, July 25, 1907. 
FOUR Teter dated the 25rd June, 1907, regarding piracy on Koweit dhow. 


Please report by telegraph whether a full pecuniary decd lias toc put in against 
the Persian Government for these piracios 


SSE 
Tnclosure 11 in No, 55, 


Major Cox to Government of India, 
(Telegraphic,) Shiraz, clugust 6, 1907, 
BIRACY on Konoit dhow, 
Tete refer to your. telegram dated the 26th July. Hig Majesty's Minister 
telegraphs, in reply to inquiry from me: 


“Thave made representations about the piracy.” 


pute representations Have apparently been made quite recently, but in any case they 
Will be dovoid of result, in ty opinion, 





(34125) No, 56. 


Mr W, Diatroy (0 Sir C, Hardinge—(Received October 1) 


Dear Sir Charles,” Bylaugh Park, Kast Dereham, October 12, 1907, 

1 RECEIVED your letter of the 11th, and 1 canny express to you the great 
delight and relief and tho great gratitude to you T experienced when I read what 
would be done, 

T am sure now the rill come to successful termination, and T ean 
never thank Kindness. I fear you will say Tain everlastingly 
fakin yequenls and, iF itis nok an unreasonable ou Year bean immense help if 
Weould boat once known in Tehran and the south of Box what you proposo doing, 

T assitme Tam at liberty to tell ou hargo, Mr. Reynolds, but of 
course the nows coming from hi le weight it would coming from 
your officials, and nows could he cabled it would quieten matters fa the 
meantime, 

With many: apologies tor troubling you so much, and with renewed thanks, yours 
voy truly, 


(Signed) W. K. barcy, 





[84119) No. 57, 


Menorandum respecting the Turco. Persian Frontier Dispute, 


‘onversation with Sir Amold Kemball 
Besides having heen Commi 


timately acquainted with question, as lie 
h Pasha, and Sit By 


for two months 

{in 1849, before he began to sui . 

Me told mo that whien the Cominiss 

Turkish map, showing tho el 

Erzerou in 1843, wa: ry of this map 

Amongst the Ror of any future 

Commission, it last summer in order to 

Persia, 
illustrating the claims of Turkey, and 
Embassy at Constantinople with sll the 

Proceedings of the Kemball-Zelenoi Commission, bus ie 


sing. 
In these ci 
the 


mmission meets both 
ress of negotiations, 
all armed force 


sound the 
By Article LX of tho 
Turkey ; a Commi 
termine what constituted “ Kot 
ission, which is rocorded in a nap ; 
t, and although the town of Kotw 
in in the occupation of the Turks, 


(Tnitialled) ALP. 
Foreign Office, October 14, 1907, 


(34124) 


No. 58, 
Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 14,) 


(Telegraphic,) P, Tehran, October 14, 1907, 
BUSHILIGE has just informed mo that Lats, « cee presumably at the 
tient ote Ol Syndicate—is onlored to Alvan Wht a the views of the 
Syndicate on the general situation ? 

sree Cugh the dispatch of the “ Comet” may somewhat inereaso Lorimor's prestige, 
the effect on the Khans will, T fear, be slight, 


Sco Sin C. Spring-Rico's telegram Nor 261 of the 14th ultimo, 


(34201) No. 59, 
Mrs Marling to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received October u,) 


) P, ‘Tehran, October 14, 1907, 
oOo sians wish the Financial Adviser's contract, mnentioned in my. telogram 
2p pt the 10th instant, to. be signed between the, Pret Representatives in 

Riv and M. Bissot, anil are inclined to he suspicious: at the omission of mention of 
nal Bank, 
onde Atussian conditions will be secured by 

objections will be raised by MM. de La Martini 


(84124) 


No. 60, 


Bissot’s general instructions, no 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling, 
(No. 189) % iJ 


(Telegraphic. BP, 
SITUATION in Bakhtiari country refer to 
ith instant. 


{it D'Arey takes. serious view, and wo havo at his request asked that “ Comet” 
may be ordered to Ahwaz, 

increan{Ndeavour is also being made to arrange that the Ahwar guard should be 
Merensed and we propose, when this is setthed tact instructions ‘shall be sent to 
K 


Foreign Office, October 14, 1907, 
your telegram No, 294 of the 


(1549) 
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Ey 


Alis Majesty's Vieo-Consul to visit Ram Honung with it; in Mr. D’Arey's opinion good 


from this, 
rea rn lites and Kelana should also be allowed to. understand that great 
interest is taken by His Majesty's Goverment in the safety of officials and property 
helonging to the Oil Syndicate for which responsibility will be held to rest with them. 





[83633] No. 61. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 


P, + Poreign Office, October 14, 1907. 
I. loan to the Shah; please refer to your telegram No. 218 of the 
‘Oth instant, We liave received a communication in the sense mentioned from the 
i Embi 
ee aenly Weare stating that the conditions under which 200,001. were placed at 
tiie disposal of the Persian Government, were that the loan should be a publie one and 
flint the responsibility for it should lic with the Persian Government. 
‘We consider also tliat it is to be desired that the approval of the Assembly should 
Qe obtained for the loan, ‘The sum must therefore be considered to be provisionally 
ledge and thoroforeuatess the eonsent of fhe Assembly i obtained, no part of it is 
al F use as a loan to Shahi. ‘ 
hee ciating at the stme time the friendly attitude of the Russian Govern- 
ment which suggested proposal for one co-operation, we regret our inability to 
icipate in the loan, 


(No. 249.) 





(84166) No, 62, 
India Office to Foreign Office (Received October 15.) 

‘VME UnderSeeretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr, Secretary Morley, 
forwards herewith, for tho information of the Secretary of State, copy of telegram 
from the Viceroy, vated the 12th instant; regarding the dispatch of the “Comet” to 
Alvar, 

Inidin Office, October 14, 1907. 


Tnolosin 


Government of India to Mr. Morley. 


earanhie) P, October 12, 1907. 


"ITH reference to your telegram of the 10th instant, 

THaceuetne late DOO alnL ttle RERIOGAL nt Bagi for tp digpatchto Karun 

She will report to the Vice-Consul at Aliwaz, or will communicate 

swith the Oil Syndicate if Consul is not at Ahywaz. In about seven days she 

should reach Ahwaz. Lynch should be requested to render any assistance to the officer 
which he may require 





(34234) No. 63. 


Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 15.) 
No. 216, 
{Relograyhic) ry St, Petersburgh, October 15, 1907. 
AT, GOUBASTOEN bas sent me au urgent private letter with regard. to ‘Turco. 
Persinn fronticr stating that instructions haye been sent to Russian Vice-Cousul at 
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Urumia to proceed to frontier in order to look after the interests of certain Russian 
subjects which the Ottoman troops have injured. 

‘The Russian Government would be grateful if I could communicate to them 
substance of instructions given to Consul-General Wratislaw, as soon as possibleas they 
are anxious that instructions given to Russian Vice-Consul should be in harniony with 
thom. In M. Goubastoff’s opinion, as British and Russian Consular Representatives 
aye not been sent to frontier as Commissioners or Delegates of the medintory Powers, 
it is important that their position towards Persian and ‘Turkish Delegates should be 
minutely defined. 





[34235] No. 64. 


Mr, Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 15.) 
(No, 296.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. ‘Tehran, October 15, 1907. 
WITH rogard to the personal loan to the Shab, referred to in telegram’ No. 218. 
from St. Petersburgh and your answering telegram No, 249 of the Lith instant, 
~20,0001, was quite recently voted to His Imperial Majesty by the Assombly, pending 
the settlement of the Civil List. Of this he has already received 10,0001," Any loan 
would he most undesirable, for there is but little doubt that it would be employed: to 
intrigue against the Assemb] 
Although the Russian Minister has not mentioned this loan to me, nor, I believe, 
ir C. Spring-Rice, negotiations for it have probably been going on for some little 
A deplorable impression would haye been produced in the country by our 
ipation in it. 





[33491] No. 65, 
Sir Edward Grey to M. Poklewski. 


SIR EDWARD GREY presents his compliments fo the Russian Chargé @Afaires, 
and lias the Honour to acknowledge the receipt of his Memorandum of the 7th instant, 
relative to the application made by the Shah to the Russian Bank at Tehran for an 
advance of 150,000 tomans upon articles of value belonging to His Imperial Majesty, 

‘This Memorandum lays down the conditions upon which the Russian Government 
would he prepared to assent to this application, and. solicits the co-operation of His 
Majesty's Government in making the advanc 

While thanking M. Poklewski for his most frank and friendly communication, 

E. Grey has the honour to point out that the consent of His Majesty's and the 

jan Governments to hold, at the disposal of the Persian Government, the sum of 

5,000,000 fr, mentioned in the Memorandum as the source from whieh the loan now 

~contemplated should be drawn, was given on the understanding that the advance 

should be made publicly, and that the responsibility should lie with the Persian 

ament, It was further agreed that it would be preferable to wait till the 

ian Government and the National Assembly had come to an arrangement on the 

1t appears to Sir B. Grey that this understanding still holds good, and that 

the sum of 3,000,000 fr, in question must, therefore, be regarded as’ provisionally 

pledged and not availaable for use, as a whole or in part, in making a personal loan 
to the Shah without reference to the Assembly. 

For these reasons His Majesty's Government regret that they are unable to 
Participate in the proposed loan, though they highly appreciate tlie friendly. spirit 
Which has animated the Russian Government in approaching them on the subject, 


Foreign Office, October 18, 1907. 
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(84295) No. 66. 
India Office to Foreiyn Office —(Received October 16.) 


Sir, India Office, October 15, 1907. 
IN reply to your letter dated the 10th instant, I am directed to inform you tliat 
‘Mr. Scerotary Morley concurs in the terms of the draft Memorandum which Secretary 
Sir B, Grey proposes to hiand to M, Poklewski in reply to his Memorandum inviting 
the co-operation of His Majesty’s Government in making a small personal loan to the 
Shah of Persia, 
Tam, &e. 
(Signed) COLIN G. CAMPBELL. 








No. 67. 
Sir Bdward Grey to Sir 


elographic.) B. Foreign Office, October 16, 1907. 

NURCO-PERSLAN frontier; please refer to your telegram No. 216 of the 
15th October, 

It is principally as a Mission of Inquiry and in order to furnish reliable 
information on tho situation that Mr, Wratislaw’s Mission is being sent, but 
instructions have also been given to him to impress upon the Ottoman Commissioner 
the importance of supplying preciso information to the Sultan of the places recently 
oooupied, but over which jurisdiction has hitherto been exercised by Persia, and it 
should he his object to convince Commissioner of the totally unaceeptable nature of 
Dervish Pasha’s map. 

We shall be glad to be informed of the instructions which the Russian Gorern- 
tuont propose, with the object of establishing concerted ction, fo issue to thelr 

Jonsul 





[84125] No, 68, 
Sir C, Hardinge to Mr. W. D'Arey. 


Dear Mr, D’Arey, Foreign Office, October 16, 1907. 

AWVILIL reference to your totter of the 12th, relative to the situation of the 
Oil Syndicate's: stall in Bersia, I seo no objection to your telling your engineer, 
Mr Reynolds, what is being do tho matter, only, if you do so, please make him 
Wnderstand that our request for the inerease of the Ahwaz Consular guard is still 
Under tho consideration of the Government of India, and that we have to wait till that 
is satistuctorily settled before trying to arrange for Captain Lorimer’s visit to Ram 
Hormiz, Bor this reason we cannot instruct our Chargé d’Affaires at ‘Tehran to let 
tliese measures be known as though it were definitely settled that they were to 
be taken, 

I have, of course, no reason to suppose that the Government of India will make 
any difficulty in complying with our requests, and indeed the order for the “Comet ” 
to proceed to Alias has already heen given, 

We havo telegraphed to Mr. Marling telling him what we are doing in the 
matter, and adding that it would be as well to let tlie Persian authorities and the 
Bakhtiari Khans understand that His Majesty’s Government are greatly interested in 
tho safety of the officials and property of the Syndicate, for which they will be held 
respousibile, 

Lam, &e, 
(Signed) C, HARDINGE. 





(34166) No. 708 
Horeign Office to Euphautes vad Tigris Steam Novigation Co. 


Foreign Office, October 17, 1907 
y Sir Edward Grey to sequaint you that, information 
witis to. the disturbed condition of the Baklitinra 
Oil) Concessions Syndicate employed at shui 
works at Ram Hortuug is one of come diner 
Te has necord ranged with the Government ot India that the Royal 
Indian Mail Stean “Comet” shoul be sent from Dagdad to Ahwaz where it should 
urrive ina fow days, in the hope that its presence way’ prodice a moral effect, on the 
ribesmev, and other measures have also been taken on bohalf of 
's emmployés. 
nnouncing that orders Have been given for the dispateh of the “Comet the 
prees the wish that’ Messrs. Ly y lio asked to render to 
in command of the vessel any assistance wh may require, and 1 
accordingly to request that your Company will he good enough to cause telegrap! 
instructions to that effect to he dispatched to their Age hiwar, 
Tam, & 
(Signed) CHARLES HARDINGE, 





[1549] ib 
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[84364] No. 69. 
India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received October 17.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr. Secretary Morley, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram 
from the Viceroy, dated the 15th instant, relative to Consular guards in Persia. 


India Office, October 16, 1907. 





Inclosure in No. 69. 


Government of India to Mr, Morley. 
(Telegraphic.) P. October 15, 1907. 

YOUR three telegrams dated the 18th ultimo, 19th ultimo, 7th instant. 

1, Consular guard for Ispahan.—It is suggested by the military authorities here 
that we should send up immediately, vid Bushire, twelve extra men, nominally for the 
purpose of relieving the present escort of eight, whose relief is now due, but that the 
escort should not actually be relieved until next spring, when we could send eight sowars 
more, We have consulted Political Resident in the Persian Gulf, who concurs, ‘The 
twelve men will be sent at once if you approve. 

2, Ahwaz guard,—Policy of stationing small bodies of men in a country which is 
disturbed is disapproved by our military advisers. Such action, they hold, should not 
be taken, except on the responsibility of the political officers on the spot. Major Cox 
has accordingly been consulted by us, and his reply is as follows :— 








“Tt seems to me essential for each party of sowars to be accompanied by a British 
officer, with a knowledge of Pers Tt would not he fair to the men to send them by 
themselves, and trouble would certainly ensue. It seems to me that five is too small a 
number for either place, and it would, in my opinion, be best to send not less than ten 
men for each of the two camps.’ 














rs, if they are required. ‘The cost of the 
sand twenty men, half of which cost we are willing 
would approximately be 8,000 rupees initial, not 
00 rupees a-month recurring. ‘The increase of the 
2) rupees initial and 725 rupees a-month recurring. 





including charges for transport 
guard at Ispahan would co 
(Repeated to Tehran.) 











(34414) : No. 70. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 17.) 
(No. 297.) 
(Telegraphic) P. Tehran, October 17, 1907. 
TWO Russian gun-boats are reported by the Military Attaché at Meshed to bo 
coming vid the Volga to the Caspian from the Baltic Sea’ 








(34503) No, 71. 
Sir ©. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 18.) 
(No, 214.) 
Sir, Gulahek, September 26, 1907. 





! HAVE the honour to transmit herewith copy of a despatch from His Majesty's 
Consul-General at Bushire, forwarding a brief comparative statement indicating the 
revenue derived by the Persian Government from the customs of the Gulf Ports during 
the years 1905-6 and 1906-7 respectively, counting from Naorooz, 
Thaye, &e,- 
(Signed) CECIL SPRING-RICE, 


——— 


[1549] a1) 
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Tnclosure 1 in No. 71. 


Major Cox to Sir C, Spring-Rice. 


As we are interested in the disposal of the income of the ports of the south, the 
financial progress of the system under the present Tariff is necessarily a matter of 
concern to us. 7 ‘ 

Jn roferoico to figures now furnished, it is gratifying to nate that the income 
derived from Bushire has inereased by 14,0001. during the past twelve months. On 
the other hand, that at Bunder Abbas has decreased by a somewhat similar amount 
11,0001, ‘The probable reasons for this falling off ‘have been dealt with by His 
Majesty's Consul in his ‘'rade Report, but I may mention in passing that the chict 
heads tinder which the shrinkage has occurred are tea, shirtings, and iron. It would 
appear that the customs post at Honjam has not yet begun to pay its way. 

T should not omit to mention in conclusion that the figures given do not include 
the very considerable amount derived from fees on stamps, clerks’ fees, and labelling 
charges, i ‘ Mi 

A copy of this letter is being forwarded to the Government of India for 
information, 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) P, Z, COX, Myjor, 
British Resident in the Persian Gulf, and 
Hix Majesty's Consul-General for Fars, &c. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 71. 


@ Duties levied by the Persian Administration at the 
houses in the Persian Gulf for the Year \ 905-6 and 1906-7, 





or Dalat 

rider Rigs 

Kish 
Minaly 


Bushire 


Grand to 
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[34497] No.i72, 
India Office to Foreign Office. —( Received October 18.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Seoretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr, Secretary Morley, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of @ telegram 
from the Viceroy, dated the 16th October, regarding the capture of arms caravan in 

ha Gorgi 


India Office, October 17, 1907. 
——————— 
Tnelosure in No. 72. 


Government of Indin to Mr. Morley. 
(Telegraphic.) P, October 16, 1907. 

PLEASE refer to our telegram dated 12th May last and to. the correspondence 
which was afterwards forwarded by Secretary in Foreign Department in his 
dated 20th June, 20th August, as to the arms caravan captured in Kacha Gorge, 

‘Tho Ameer complains in a letter dated 11th September of the caravan being 
seized and of the men accompanying it being killed and wounded; the number of 
arms which were captured is greatly exaggerated in the letter, in which, after stating 
that the arms were being brought for the purpose of arming the Afghan people, ho 
expresses liope that we will punish our officials on the frontier, and take measiires by 
which similar attacks will in future be prevented, 

Information has reached me from a secret: source, which I believe to be trust. 
worthy, that a lotter was written by the Amecr to his ¢nyoy telling him to pusli on 
the matter, and adding that he is propared, if full satisfaction be not given hin, to cut 
off all his connection with the British Goveroment, Possibly the Ameer’s letter was 
couched in these terms for the purpose of impressing the envoy, as we know his letters 
to have been before, but our informant reports him to be apparently very angry, whi 
may ronder his attitude as regands his acceptance of the Auglo-Russian, Convention 
more difficult, According to the Ameor’s statement, the aifair has only just come to 
his ears, but it was reported by the Herat nevawriter, 17th Jung, and by. the British 
Agent at Cabul, officially, in the early part of July, that complaints had hoon made 
to the Ameer by: smu: and that not much notice was taken by him of the 
matter, although le was then at Candahar, It scems possible that he is boginning to 
rwalize that his free supply of arms will be put an end to by our action ; also, that the 
anticforeign party may have pointed out that it is isablo that a check should be 
placed on the supply have worded 
his letter in the ti 
people. In our despateh di 
We foreshadowed this dif 
dangers arising 
Tins heen effected by the s 
reports cou the 
Russian 

points of details. 

Roply to the Amecr's letter will be deferred for a few weeks in order to allow 

to send us a reply to my letter as to the Convention, and to pormit of his 
attitude being observe.” Ultimately, I propose. to justify our action on the following 
grounds, 


‘That the persons concerned were oecupieil illieit anit against 
the laws both of the British Government and the Persian Government ; 

‘That chey knew well enough, as the papers eaptureil by us show ; 

‘That a large party of men carrying arms formed the escort of the earavan, and 
Attempted to force a way through British limits; and 

‘That such armed violation of British territory ad necessarily to he prevented, 


__ Reference will also be made to the fact, which is notorious, that these arms are 
being sold in large numbers in Afghanistan to the tribesmen on our side of the frontior 
without any steps being taken to prevent it, and that it is not possible for us to allow 
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irresponsible persons to import arms illicitly, without restriction, although the Ameer 
has heen given every facility to enable him to obtain arms for himself. We were 
not, at the time, aware that the caravan was owned by Afghan subjects, and T regret 
the misadventure which was occasioned by their own action. Now, however, that the 
Ameer knows the trade to be illicit and that such violation of our territory is strongly 
objected to, I trust we may look to him for assistance in putting a stop to the trate. 
Please let me know if'an answer to the Ameer on the above lines has your approval. 
Frontier diaries of recent date show that large quantities of arms from the Persian 
Gulf are coming into the hands of the frontier tribes from Afghanistan, also that 
Nasrulla told the jirgas of the Afridis when they were received at Cabul that it was 
open to them to buy these arms to any extent they pleased, and no taxation was 
imposed, or difficulties raised, when the export of arms was taking place. There is 
practically un unlimited supply of arms, constituting a danger of a very sorious kind, 
and we cannot well allow the Ameer, eyen at the risk of causing him annoyance, to make 
our legitimate action within our frontiers the matter ofa grievance. We ought to be 
blo, in view of our good understanding with the Russians, to deal with him firmly in 
i in which two questions of policy of the greatest importance are involyed, 
‘gues from Cabul with our tribes, and the illicit supply of arms without 
restriction to Afghanistan, We have told the Ameer clearly, more than once, in 
regard to bot of these questions, that no interference with our rights can be 
allowed, 


[84509] No, 73, 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey —(Received October 18.) 
(No, 217.) 
(Tolegraphie) Bs 


St. Petersburgh, October 18, 1907. 
R 


KERRING to gram No, 261 of the 16th instant, 
‘iin frontier, I communicated substance of instructions 
eneral Wratislaw to M. Goubastofl, and this morning he informs me 
Vo sent to Russian Vice-Consul in a similar sense telling him to 
act in Narmony with Mr. Wratislaw, Instructions will also be given him not to 
forget that the Consuls have not the character of official Delegates on the Frontier 
Commission, ay ‘Murkey did not’ accept the mediation vf the two Powers, aud that 
extreme prudence in their action is therefore necessary on account of their indeter- 
minate posi 
M. Goubastof? would be glad, as His Ma Government desire the two 
Consuls to act in coneort, if you will complete in’ the above sense instructions to 
Mr, Wratistay 





(84555) No. 7h, 
A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reveived October 19.) 


St. Petersburgh, October 15, 1907. 
of a private letter, 
whiel wg me that the Russi 
av U woived orders to proce frontier, in order to protect the 
inten Russian subjects which have been injured by the Ottoman troops. 
M, Goubastoff is anxious, for reasons explaine, 
to be given to Baron Te in harmony with those given to 
Mr. Wratislayy, and would! therefore be glad to be infornied, as soon as possible, of the 
substance of the orders with which that geutleman has been furnislied. 
Thave, &. 
(Signed) A. NICOLSON. 


a 
Tnclosure in No, 74. 
M. Goulastoff to Sir 4. Nicolson, 


M. ’Ambassadeur, Saint- Pétersbourg, le 2 (15) Octobre, 1907. 
JE miempresse de vous faire savoir que le Ministre de Russie A Téhidran a 
chargé notre Vice-Consul & Ourmiah, le Baron Teherkassow, de se rendre & la frontibre 
‘Tureo-Persane afin de défendre les intéréts de quelques sujets Russes 1éés par les 
ijets Russes ont en fermage, 
ral d’Angloterre Tauris, a 
pense que si les instructions 


cn traits géndraux, 

afin de me mettre en mesure 

i re quielles soient autant quo 

Yaccord ave Ii serait surtout important, me semble-til, de 

fixer d'une maniére minutiouse la position que les deux Consuls devront prendre 

visie-vis des Délégués Tures et Persans, vu que Mr, Wratislaw et M, Tchorkassow ue 

sont pas enyoyés a la fronti’re en qualité de Délégués et Commissaires dos doux 

Puissances qui avaient offort leur médiation & In Turquio ot la Perso, 
Vouilloz, &e, 
(Signs) ’ GOUBASTOFR, 





[34532] No. 75. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received October 19.) 


Sir, India Office, October 18, 1907. 
_, WITH reference to your letters of the 4th and 5th instant, as to the dangorous 
situation of the staff of the Oil Concessions Syndicate in Porsia, T am directed by 
Mr. Secretary Morley to inclose copies of telegrams to and from the Government of 
India, dated the 7th and 12th instant respect 

Tam at the same time to suggest that, as proposed by the Government of Indi 
Messrs, u neh may be requested to render any assistance he may require to the officer 
command 

Tam, &e, 
(Signed) A. GODLEY, 





(84531) No. 76, 


Indin Office to Foreign Office.—(Received October 19.) 
Sir, India Office, October 18, 1907. 
WITH reference to your loiter dated the Ith ultamos 22 16 the haere 80 of the 
Consular guard at Ispahan, I am directed by Mr, Secretary Morley to inclose copies of 
telegrams: which have passed with the Government of Tndia,t and to inquire whether 
Secretary Sir E. Grey concurs in their proposals to dispatch at once, vid Bushire to 
Tspaban, twelve additional men, and to defer the relief of the present escort of eight 
uatil the spring. 

In the event of such concurrence, Mr. Morley will issuo the necessary instructions 
to the Government of India, 

Tt will be seen that the expenditure, of which a moiety will fall on Indian revenues, 
is stated at 4,020 rupees (208. ial and 725 rupees a-month (580/, a-year) recurring. 

A separate communication is being made to you regarding tho guard at Ahwaz, 

Tam, &, 
(Signed) "A. GODLEY. 





+ See Part XI, No. 4265 and ante, No, 69, 
M 
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[84530) No. 77, 
India Office to Foreign Ofice—(Received October 19.) 


Bir, India Office, October 18, 1907. 
WITH reference to paragraph 2 of your letter dated the 5th instant, as to 
the proposed increase of the Ahwaz Consular guard, Iam directed by Mr. Secretary 
Morley to inclose a copy of a telegram from the Government of India, dated the 15th 
instaut,* and to. inquire whether Secretary Sir E. Grey concurs in their proposal 
to send twenty sowars and two officers. : j 
In the event of such concurrence, Mr. Morley will issue the necessary instructions 
for this to bo done with the least possible delay, ; 
Tt will be seen that the expenditure, of which a moiety will be bome by Indian 
Tovonues for a period of six months, is stated to be approximately 8,000 rupees 
(633), Ge. 8d.) initial, excluding transport charges, and 2,400 rupees (1,0201. a-vear) 
‘a-month recurring. . 
A separate communication is being made to yon regarding the guard ot lspshan. 
am, &e. 
(Signed) A, GODLEY. 





[34640] No. 78, 


The Kuphrates and Tigris Steam Navigation ey to Horeign Offce.—(Received 
October 19.) 


8, Salter'y Hall Court, Cannon Street, London, 
Sir, October 18, 1907. 

T HAVE the honour to acknowledye the reesipt of your letter of yesterday's 
and in ageordance with your request, we have this morning telegraphed in upher 
our agents in Ahwaz fo ronder every assistance in their power to the officer 
command of R.LMS. “Comet.” 

We have also wired our agents in Bussorah to the same effect, 

Thave, &o. 
(Signed) Il, W, MACLEAN, Secretary, 





(34621) No.9, 


Telegrams communicated hy Sir N. O'Conor (no date).—(Received at Foreign Office, 
i Octoler 19.) 


(1) 


Sir N. O'Conor to Sir Edward Grey. 
(No, 15.) (2) . 
(elographic.) 0. ep [No date.) 
ARCHIVED ast night following from Consul at Urania — 


* October 6, 1907. 
#1 found ‘Taher just returned when I visited ergaver yesterday, ‘The manner 
Hi he received me was most He said that he would see the Persian 
sioners as soon al, and he was awaiting their arrival with 
impatience, ‘The objec ission are, in the first plice, to examine changes 
mae against ‘Turkish troo onully, in a general manner the question of 
the frontier, When 1 inf hhim of the details T had reported regarding recent 
occupations by Turkish troops, he confirmed their accuracy, and stated that the same 
had been reported to the Porte by him, When urged by me to report also direct to 
the Palace, Ne promised, after some hesitation, that lie would. He possessed the 
means of proving, so he assured me, that Mergaver, Tergaver, Baradost, Somai, and 
Arvel districts were all of them ‘Turkish territory, When I asked whether his claims 
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rested on Dervish Pasha’s map, he replied that they were based on it, as well as on 
other evidence. When I was received by him in a small village near Mawana ho was 
accompanied by the Colonel, the Staff Officer, and a number of officials, both civilian 
and military. Both in Tergaver and in Mengaver there are about 400 Turks—all the 
infantry of the 29th and 66th Regiments. ‘There are also six guns and a few cavalry, 
Over Mawana the Turkish flag was flying, + 

“ With the exeeption of the district of Somai the Turkish advance is, I gather, 
almost completed. I was told by the Pasha that he would oceupy the towns of 
Ushun, if necessary, but that ho had not as vet done so, He had found it. impossible 
to disregard the appeal for the blessings of ‘Turkish Government put forward by tho 
inhabitants of that district. ‘The moment for a ‘Turkish advance, I observed to 
the Paslia, seemed to be ill chosen, in view of the recent obligation assumed. by 
England and Russia to respect the independence and integrity of Persia, Me gave 
no answer, | 

“There is, as far as I can see, on the whole, little likelihood that any result will 
be reached by a Tureo-Persian Commission unaided, unless the Persians give way: upon 
almost overy point, Evidently the Pasha has recelved his instructions; and it is not 
probable that he will yield much, 

“T have been instructed by His Majesty's Minister at Tehran to request: that 
your Excellency will repeat fo London my fronticr telegrams.” 


a 
(2) 
Consul-General Wratislaw to Sir N. O'Conor. 


No.17.) 


felegray is Urwmia, October 11, 1907, 


Haves you Excelleney’s two telegrams, I reccived a letter yestoniay 
from ‘Taher, ig for news about Persian Commission, In my reply I stated that 
Chief Commissioner was on the point of departure, and proposed to make anothor 


Visit, on the 14th October, to the Pasha, I will, as far as possible, cast ridioule on 
Dervish Pashia’s map, but if I might hint that obstinacy will bo followed by foreign 
interference greater weight would attach to my personal arguments, 

Could Report and map of Anglo-Russian Commission be sont me? I have not 
got anything relating to the frontier. ‘The Pasha has sent. two ‘Durkish offeers. to 
make inquiries about the Commission and to buy necessaries, I have soon them, 
‘They state that it is impossible to find in Mawana the necossary accommodation. for 
the Commission, and propose Urumia or Van. Of these tvo, Urumia svoms bent ¢9 
me. Please send me instructions, 

There has been, perhaps owing “to bad weather,” no further news of urkish 
‘encroachments. 

(Sent to Tehran.) 


(8) 


Sir N. O'Conor to Consul-General Wratista, 
No. 6.) 
Telegraphic.) P, Constantinople, October 12, 1907, 
TWAS informed on the Sth, by Legation at ‘Teliran, that Molitashomeose 
Sultaneh, Persian Commissioner, was on the point of leaving next day to act as 
President. Legation would, Tassume, have informed you. I regret the delay, 


(Private and Confidential.) 

‘The advice given to Sultan by Tzet Pasha and Co. is being strongly opposed 
by Grand Vizier and Ministers, who seem to think they have got upper hand, for they 
have refused to make themselves responsible for what may follow. You will know 
how this information may be used to the best advantage. 
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(4) 
Sir N. O'Conor to Consul-General Wratislaw. 


(pee) ie.) *P. Constantinople, October 12, 1907. 

LEASE rofor to your telegram No. 17 of the 11th October. 

‘The Anglo-Russian Agreement of 1865, copy of map of contested zone, and also 
‘Maunsell’s map, are being sent to you by registered post to-day. : 

In the case of difficulties arising between the two Mussulman Powers, inter- 
vention is implied in Anglo-Russian Agreement of 1865, 





(84509) No, 80. 
Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling 
No, 144.) 
FGegesphie) BP Foreign Office, October 19, 1907. 


SIR A, NICOLSON’S telegram No. 217 of the 18th instant: ‘Turco-Persian 
frontier question, 
Tustructions shi 





dl bo sont accordingly to Mz, Wratislaw. 








[34649] No. 81. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 20.) 
(No, 290 
(aslo io) pi, Tehran, October 20, 1907. 
NURCO-PERSIAN frontier, apes 
Minister for Foreign Affairs says that the Russian officer, mentioned im 
Mr, Wratislaw's tolegram No, 18, goes to command escort of Persian Commissioner. 
He is second in command of Cossack Brigade, 








(34647) No. 82, 


Sir N. O'Conor to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 20.) 
No, 140.) . 
Telegrap! Pi Constantinople, October 20, 1907. 
YOUR telegram No, 140 of the 19th instant: Tureo-Persian frontier. 
Thave sont the following to Mr. Wratislay 











“ ‘Tho Russian Consul lias beon directed to aet in concert with you, and is being 
furnished with instr nilar to your own, He will also be reminded that the 
Consuls of the two Powers have not the character of off 1es on the Frontier 
Commission, as Turkey has not accepted Anglo-Russian mediation, and that, under 
these circunistances, they will have to act with the greatest circumspection. 

“You should co-operate with your colleague on these lines.” 























(84867) No, 83. 
Messrs, Ellinger and Co, to Foreign Office.—(Received October 21.) 


Dear Sir, 28, Oxford Street, Manchester, October 17, 1907. 

HAJ! AGHA MOHAMED, Mouin-ut-Tujar, of ‘Tebran and Bushire, some 
yeursago obtained from the Shah’s Government a Concession to exploit the Island of 
‘Ormuz, and has now for some years systematically mined the red oxide of iron which is 
on the island in very considerable quantities, and there has been shipped to Europe and 
the States, where it enjoys great popularity under the various names of Gulf Red, 
Persian, Red, Hormuz Red, Se, ‘This oxide of iron produces a shade of colour which is 
alvays in demand, aud which appears to be unattainable otherwise than by the use of 
this oxide of iron, 



































The Mouin, having occasion to acquire for purposes of development of other 
interests in Persia. a considerable amount of money in eash, has requested us, who have 
for many years cared for the sale of his oxide and acted generally in this country as his 
agents, to so arrange that he is put in possession of a sum of 50,000/, in cash, 

In order to effect this, we propose to register here a limited Company, which will 
issue debentures for 50,0001, bearing interest at 7 per cent. (or 4} por cent. if we can 
get them guaranteed by a financial institution), and repayable on the Sist Decomber, 
1919, and with a capital of 10,0001, preference shares to be subscribed and paid. for by 
the Mouin, and to serve as working eapital in ease of need, and 25,0001. ordinary shares 
fully paid up. 

‘The Company would buy from the Mouin-ut-Tujar all the oxide on the Island of 
Ormuz, which the Mouin would undertake to put free on boar at Ormuz, as hitherto 
done by him. ‘The Mouin-ut-Iujar to receive in payment 50,0001. in casi, and alll the 
ordinary shares. 

We are to act as Managing Directors of the Company with two seats on the Board, 
and to receive 2s, 6d. per ton on all oxide sold as remuneration for our services, and use 
of clerical staff and offices for ordinary purposes of tho Company. 

‘The Trustees for the debenture holders to have either a majority on the Board or 
veto as to transfer of ordinary shares, 

We are to receive from the Mouin 10 per cent, of the purchase money in cash and 
shares as received by the Mouin, 














Out of the annual profits, after payment of the interest on the debentures, 5,001, 
to be appropriated to a Debenture Security Fund before payment of a dividend on the 
preference or ordinary shares, 


‘The oxide sold by us on behalf of the Mouin during the last six years has realized 
as follows :— 















£ 
+ 4,000 5,925 
5,765, 7031 
6,006 1320 
6,000 10,118 

1006, 8,000 16,150 
1907, 8,000 16,160 


re ve 4904 





Equal to an average tor the six years of 10,175/., or more than sufficient to pay three times: 
the amount of 3,001. required annually for the interest on the 60,0001, debentures even 
at] per cent, 

The above figures show the steady progress of the business as the oxide has become 
better known to and appreciated by the trade, ‘The purchase price is not to he paid to 
the Monin until satisfactory reports are obtained by expert engincers as to the quantity 
of oxide on the island being amply sufficient to secure the debentures. 

On these or similar lines we anticipate no difficulty in getting the necossay funds 
from our friends, provided we can obtain from you the assurances which would be deemed. 
requisite for the adequate protection of the property. proposed to be secured, and these 
assurances would, in our opinion, require to be of the following nature s 












1. That the Concession to the Mouin is valid, and that he is thereunder entitled tc 
effect the sale in question, 

2, That whatever happens as between the Mouin and the Persian Government in 
respect of the future of the Concession, His Majesty's Government will see that every: 
possible effort is made to prevent interference with the rights secured to the Company 
by their agreement with the Mouin under his Concession, and to sco that che rights anil 
interests of the debenture holders are respected, 

3. That His Majesty's Government will unofficially do all they can in ease of need 
to bring pressure to hear upon the Mouin or his successors to entry out his obligations 
under the contract. 

4. That the Legation at ‘Tehian shall be desired to watch the interests of the 
debenture holders, generally, and at their request from time to time communicate to the 
{rustees of the debenture holders anything which may come to their knowledge affecting. 
the person or property of the Mouin-ut-Tujar in such a manner as to prevent, or be 
likely to prevent, him from earrying out his obligations to the Company, 

imple Jbst His Majesty's Consul at Bunder Abbas shall be requested to act in a 
Similar manner, and to report specially to the trustees of the debenture holders, at their 
equest, from time to time, the progress of mining by the Mouin; that in ease of need 

(1549) 
































46 


Majesty's Consul will do all he possibly ean to assist the said trustees, either by 
engaging men on their behalt to do the mining or otherwise to take such steps as they 
may reasonably ask for the protection of their interests. 


In view of the special interests which we understand you have in sceing this or a 
similar scheme successfully carried through, independently of the interest you always 
take in the enterprise of British subjects, we trust you may see your way to give the 
assuranees asked for, or such assurances as will enable us to convince our friends that 
Mis Majesty's Government will sce that they do not lose their money from any of the 
catises mentioned, or other eauses of a similar nature 

In conclusion, we may add that we have been in business eonneetion with the Mouin 
for a period of over twenty years, during which time we have always found him extremely 
capable and a man of undoubted integrity. We have, personally, every confidence in 
his fulfiling any obligations he may undertake, 

We liave of recent years always been periodically hampered in our transactions 
vith the Mouin by the offers made by subjects, and even the Legations, of foreign 
Powers to purchase the oxide at values fur in excess of the commercial value of the 
oxide. 

We think that, under the proposed arrangement this continual political intrigue 
under a commercial cloak would cease, and our position as regards our commercial and 
nancial relationships with the Monin would be consolidated, 

We are of opinion that the arrangement would be of considerable advantage to the 
Mouin, as it would secure to him, through the debenture holders, British protection o 
his property nnd further British protection of his ordinary shares in a British 
Company, 

We also venture to think that the proposed scheme would be greatly to the 
advantage of His Majesty's Government, who would acquire an unassailable right to 
Woleot the property of Hoglsh subjects on the Island of Ormux. 

It is clearly tinderstood that any reply with which you may favour us will be 
considered as strictly private and confidential, and will only be exhibited to such names 
‘us You may approve: 

We shall be glad to hear from you at your early convenience, and meanwhile 
romain, yours faithfully, 

(Signed) ELLINGER axp Co, 





(34866) No, 84. 
Messrs, Bilinger and Co, to Foreign Office—(Received October 21.) 


Dear Sin, 28, Oxford Street, Manchester, October 18, 1907 
WII'H reference to the accompanying letter in regard to the Moin-ut-Tnjjar's 
ion in Ormuy, wo should be obliged if you could inform us as to the torms of 
jon and its duration, 
We are, &e, 
(Signed) ELLINGER axp Co, 





{84895} No. 85. 


Mr, Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 21.) 


No. £00, Confidential.) 
‘Vologruphic.) P. 

PERSONAL loan to the Shah of 150,000 tomans, 

With reference to my telegram No. 2915 of the 15th instant, L yesterday inquired 
of Russian Minister about the matter, and obsorved that the transaetion would, in my 
‘opinion, be infallibly misrepresented here if it beeame known. Lt would injure rather 
thaw asist Ite Majesty, it wow be taken. to imply an intention to support the 
Shah against the Assembly. 

M. de Hartwig replicd that as, on similar security, a personal loan would be 
readily granted to any one else, there was no possible reason why it should be refused 
tothe Shah by the Russian Bank, In onler to meet heavy Court expenses, money 
was really required by the Shah. He added that he would do nothing to prevent. the 
Joan, that he was ready to avow the whole transaction, and that he did not eare what 


Tehran, October 21, 1907. 


a 


was the effect on public opinion, Russia could not disregard her formal 
engagements to maintain the Kajar Dynasty. In theory strict abstention from 
interference in internal affairs was very well, but it could be pushed too far, and. hie 
meant to stop short of the point where it really favoured ono party. 

T said that I must adhere to my views as to the bad results ofthe proposed loan, 
and that I could not abandon our present attitude of strict non-interformnen 

‘The Russian Minister, who spoke with considerable vehemence, like a man 
trying to persnade himself against his better judgment, continued that relations with 
the Persian Government were becoming impossible, ‘the Assembly did not in tho 
least understand that, owing to the existonce of capitulations, &o., Bersia was not as 
other nations, and no business could be done except after discussion in the Asscmbly, 
‘The Ministers were timid and incompetent, ‘Tho President of the Assombly practically 
dominated the situation, and he, moreover, was, the Russian Minister asserted, much 
under German influence, evidence of which was apparent in many places, Lt was 
time to try to counter German influence and to give the Assembly # sharp check, 

May I suggest that, should you decido to make representations at St. Petersburgh, 
it should appear that it is solely’ from London that they have beon initiated ? My 
relations with the Russian Minister may otherwise suffer, and Ihis rotieenes may bo 
increased. 





[84896] No. 86, 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 21.) 
(No. 801.) 
(Telographic.) P, Tehran, October 21, 1907, 

‘THE line which Russian Minister proposes to take as regards non-intorferoneo 
(soo my immediately, preceding telegram) would be fatal to prospects of  offocting 
the exchange of telegraph lines, referred to in your despatch No, 170 of the 
12th instant 

‘Tho Assembly is still very sensitive about the Agreement, and the prosent Cabinet 
is too weak to attompt to do anything without its approval (the Cabinot is likely to bo 
reconstructed shortly, but T doubt an carly change in the temper of the Assembly), I 
therefore agreed with ML. de Hartwvig's viow that tho present moment is unsuitable for 
approaching the Persian Government on the ‘Telegrapheline Agreement, Ue has 
informed his Government to this effect. 





(34897) No. 87. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received Oclober 21.) 
(No. 302.) 
(Telegraphic,) _P. ‘Tehran, October 21, 1907 
THERE have been disturbances at Ispahan and Shiraz, A band of 100 brigands 
captured a very large caravan on the Ispahan road. ‘Mic Yord ronds are also unsafe, 
‘There have been serious riots at Kerman, whore the Imperial Bank of Porsin was 
attacked, but without sustaining loss. ‘The Minister for Foreign Afaits acknowledges 
his Government to be impotent, 
Tseo no signs of anti-foreign fecling, but the stato of the country is sensibly 
worse, 





(34640) No. 88. 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


Sir, Foreign Office, October 21, 1907. 

1 AM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to inform you that, in accordance 
With the request contained in your letter of the 18th instant, he caused a request to 
be conveyed to the Euphrates and ‘Tigris Steam N .vigation Company, Limited, that 
they would instruct their local agents to render to the oiffeer in command of the Royal 
India Mail steamer “Comet” any assistance of which he might stand in need on the 
Cocasion of that vessel's visit to Ahwaz, 
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Bir E, Grey has now received a letter from the Company, stating that they: 
telegraphed orders to that effect on the 18th instant to their agents at Ahwaz and 
Bussorah. 


Tam, &. 
(Signed) LOUIS MALLET. 





(84987) pense 


Consul-General Wratislaw to Sir N. 0'Conor.—{Communicated by Sir. N. 
O'Conor, October 22.) 
No. 19.) 
Melegraphic.) P. 

‘MURCO-PERSIAN frontier, 

Following is ‘Taher Pasha’s report :— 

‘Purkish troops arrived and made Mergavar their head-quarters eighteen months 
ago, Parties of them collected taxes in Dasht, Mergavar, and ‘Tergavar. Persian 
oxpollition violated Turkish territory in July. ‘Turkish troops were forced to drive 
them back, and in so doing effectively occupied all ‘Tergavar as well as Mawana 
Village, Tn Barndost district Turkish troops wero once at Korana, and have been at 
Serdic and Siro ton years at least. Rabnt was occupied more than three months ago. 
‘Headequartors were moved to Ghenghetchin one and a-half months ago, and they aro 
‘till there, ‘Tax-collecting parties have been from there throughout Baradost, and 
‘were at Sinjel, Oulich, and Appolian sixteen days ago. 

Yesterday, at my urgent request, Taher Pasha undertook to telegraph this 
immediately to the Sultan, He had meant to write only, as he did originally, 

Marks contend strongly that districts above enumerated were never effectively 
oveupied or administered by the Persian Government, aud so ‘Taher Pasha would not 
tumit thoy have heon “under Persian jurisdiction hitherto,” but his giving dates of 
Muvkish oecupation makes the inference possible. Tle confessed he had heen mistaken 
in telling me Turkish troops had occupied Dasht-i-bel district in Ushnu, ‘They did go 
to buy provisions, but have now been recalled. Soldiers sent by mistake to Benmud 
were recalled also. He insists, however, that Ushnu is Turkish, and will if necessary 
be occupied. 

Vardost district is not understood by Persians in. so wide a sense as by ‘Turks. 
Latter includo in it. a number of villages attached to Somai or Urumin. 

Pasha and military officers evidently doubt, whether their action in attacking 
Porsian military ambulance was correct. Mhey ask mo to report favourably. 

‘Phere is no hope of anything being done here as to Dervish Pashia’s map being 

Thaye used every argument in vain, I suggested to'Taher Pasha he might 
to Constantinople, Dut, he rejected even thi 
the Turkish service, which he values highly, 


Urumia, October 15, 1907. 


disobeyed precise instructions. 





(s4987) Reais 


Consul-General Wratislaw (o Sir N. O'Conor.—(Communicated by Sir N. 
O'Conor, October 22.) 
(No. 20.) 
(elegraphic.) 

URCO-PERSIAN frontier, 

Tlearn from Russian Vice-Consul that military authorities at Tiflis have instructed 
him to point out to Russian officer Ushakof, on his arrival, special importance of 
certain particular points on frontier Porsian Commissioner will be accompanied by 
Ushakot, who is in Persian employment. 

(the above is eonfiden 


Urumia, October 16, 1907. 
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[34531] No. 91, 


Foreign Office to Treasury, 


Sir, 
7 : , Foreign Office, October 22, 1907. 
a Tau Sireeted by 8 seretary Sir E, Grey to stato, for the information of the Lords 
Commissioners of the Treasury, that ho bs been in consultation with Ms. Seorary 
Morley respecting the situation at Tnpaban and Ahwaz, ond that le as arrived a the 
decision that it is necessary, in view of the disturbed state of affairs at those places, to 
Tnerease the Consul gui stike 
i¢ Russian Government have already raised the number of their C 1 
st Tapaban. “At Ahyaz an inerase in the British Consular guard is enum 
view 0 the protection of the Brith subjects engaged in prospecting for ol In. the 
neighibourtood, an undertaking which, i hoped, will open up a wid held for Bish 
In these circumstances I am to exy i 
these cir ! spress the earnest hope that you will th 
Lard Commissioner o antin the payment of onal of fhe ecinated oxpontliture, 
to be 268. initial and 5801, a-year recurring 0 ; 
and 633 6b, 8d inital and 1,020), a-year lie CARMI O Ny TEER 
of Alivas ho suns quod aro exclusive of tranrport charges, 2 
of the critical situation in the localities in quest 
roply may bo rehurned fo this lotior au soon as ponslie, sen uno Tete that 8 
Tam to add that these increases should not be regarded as permanent, 
_ Tam, &e, 
(Signed) LOUIS MALLE, 


—_—_—_—————————————————— ey 


(85025) No, 92, 
India Office o Foreign Ofice—(Received October 28.) 


‘THE Under-Secretary of State for India pre: i it 

: presents his compli . 
Secretary of State for Torsten Affairs, and, by direction af iar demsiaee, Monty 
cae herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of inclosures: fad 
letter from the Foreign Secretary to the Government of India, dated the 19th Septembs 
relative to the Abu Musa Red Oxide Concession, Berek 


India Office, October 22, 1907, 


Tnelosure 1 in No, 92, 
Government of India to Major Cox. 


(Palegraphic) . 
: ila, September 8, 1907 
WE repeated to Secretary of State on th a eat ADOT 
22nd August about Abu Musa, with following add eS ATEN G tate oe) Colenraraotitne 


“As concessionnaire is British subject .. . . force is used.” 


Following reply, dated the 80th August, received :— 
“Abu Musa .. . , to remove yoluntarily.” 


We think that in event of forcible removal ionnai 
v of concessionnaire and minors bei 
pecessay best course might be to arrange that Lieutenant: Gabriel, wlio is now ae 
‘Ruracee, should proceed in gun-boat to Abu Must fo vatch rocedngs of Shes 
ts, He might also arrange for delivery of written notice fror i 
concessonnsie if no such notice has already boon sent, We are sanding faye to 


Lieutenant Gabriel to enable him t 
Saatenant Gail to enable him to be rndy should you concur, “Please. telegraph 


————————— 


[1519] 
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Inclosure 2 in No, 92 
Major Cox to Government of India. 


(Telegraphic. Shiraz, September 7, 1907. 

“GAUSS. Hear to) he contrary, will eond to Muscat by the anil OP the 
th September a Residency munshi whom Gabriel knows. If it is decided to depute 
Tatter, please instruct him’to pick munshi up, as it is undesirable that he should be 
dependent on unqualified man for interpreter, possibly illiterate. It will be convenient 
also that Foreign Department should provide him with notice. My telegram of the 
tii April, 1907, in such terms considered necessary. 


Tnclosure 3 in No, 92. 
Major Cox to Government of India. 


(Telegraphic.) Shiraz, September 7, 1907. 

ABU MUSA Island: Your telegram No, 110. 

So far as 1 know, Sheikh’s notice of cancellation, dated the 21st February, is the 
only formal document which has been delivered to the concessionnaire, I have never sent 
‘any communication to the latter on the subject except an ad interim acknowledgment of 
the receipt of his original appeal for assistance, If, as I understand, there is no longer 
any objection to our appearing in the matter, I think that the Sheikh’s notice of intended 
eviction should be delivered by Residency Agent, Lingah, or by Gabriel, accompanied 
by a written or verbal communication from Residency to the effect that if he fails to 
comply with notice Sheikh will have our approval to eject him and we will support him 
in enforcing it. am inclined to believe that concessionaire would accept situation in 
all probability. If he says that hewill comply, he might be informed that gun-boat will 
de sent after short interval in order to make sure that his miners have been removed. 

Whether Sheikh's notice of eviction should he delivered by Residency Agent, 
Lingab, or by Gabriel in Sphinx,” and whether our accompanying warning should be 
written or verbal, seoms to depend largely on our intended attitude in the matter 
vis-a-vis Germans, and this point can best be decided by the Government of India, I 
have little doubt that anything written to concessionnaire will be shown to the Germans 


Tnclosure 4 in No, 92, 
Government of India to Major Grey. 


(Belegraphic.) Sinla, September 14, 1907. 
PLBASE instruct Residency munshi sent by Cox to Muscat to join Gabriel 
Bunder Abbas as soon as possible if he has not already done so. 


Inetosure 5 in No, 92. 
Government of India to Major Cox. 


(Pelographic.) Simla, September 14, 1907. 

ABU MUSA Concession: Please see your telegram dated the 7th September. 

A written notice, signed by the Sheikh, should be sent to the concessionaire 
requiring removal of himself and workmen from island within stated time, Notice 
should be delivered as soon as possible by the Sheikh’s man in the presence of the 
Residency Agent, Lingah, who should simultaneously deliver the verbal communication 
suggested in your telegram of the 7th September Written notice might be in 
following terms, but should be written by Sheikh and not by our munsh 


Whereas 1, Sheikh Sagar-bin-Khalid of Shargah, did by an Agreement dated the 
18th Zil Kedah, 1315 (10th April, 1898), agree to lease all the red oxide mines situated 
on the Bu Musa Island to Haji Hassan-bin-Ali Samaiyeh, Abdulla-bin-Hasan, and Esa 
bin-Abdul Lat 


bl 


“And whereas the aforesaid Agreement contained no provision permitting the grant 
‘of a monopoly of the red oxide to other parties without my consent ; 

“And whereas the said Haji Hassan-bin-Ali Samaiyeh did, on the 1st June, 1906, 
without my consent make a contract with Mr. Robert Wonkhaus, of Lingah, granting to 
him the entire monopoly of Bu Musa oxide 

‘And whereas the said Haji Hassan-bin-Ali Samaiyeh was informed Ly me, in my 
letter dated 9th Mohurrum, 1325 (21st February, 1907), that the Agreement dated the 
18th Zil Kedah, 1315, was cancelled, and that he had no longer any right of enjoyment 
inregard to the mines of Bu Musa; 

“And whereas, notwithstanding the notice so given, the said Haji Hassan-bin-Ali 
Samaiyeh has continued np to this day to work the mines of Bu Musa, and to enjoy the 
produce thereof; 

“ Now, therefore, the said Haji Hassan-bin-Ali Samaiyeh is hereby informed that he is 
required to cease forthwith from his work on the mines and to remove himself and his 
workmen, machinery, and all instruments for mining from the Island of Bu Musa within 
ten days from the date of the delivery to him of this notice.” 


Residency Agent should immediately report to you and to Lieutenant Gabriel date 
of delivery to concessionnaire of Shiekh's notice, and Lieutenant Gabriel should arrange 
to visit Abu Musa in gun-boat on the 10th day from delivery of notice, accompanied by 
whatever foree of Sheikh’s men may be thought necessary, and should see whether 
concessionaire and his miners have removed, and if not watch their forcible removal, 
Incither event, Sheikh should be advised to leave for present small armed garrison on 

land sufficient to prevent British concessionnaire and miners regaining possession, 
Lieutenant Gabriel should telegraph to Government of India direct reports on progress 
of proceedings. Munshi sent by you to Muscat ordered to join Lieutenant Gabriel at 
Bunder Abbas. 

(Repeated to Lieutenant Gabriel.) 





[35019] No, 93, 
India Office to Foreign Office. (Received October 23.) 


‘DHE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under= 
Seervtary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr, Secretary Morley, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, eopy of a telegram to 
the Viceroy, dated the 16th October, relative to the recent seizure of an arms caravan. 

the Kacha Gorge. 


India Office, October 22, 1907. 


Inclosure in No. 93, 


Mr. Morley to Government of India, 


(Celegraphic.) Pe India Office, October 16, 1907. 


WITH reference to your telegram of to-day’ date regarding tho Amit’ lett ax 
to the arms caravan seized in Kacha Gorge. ‘Nhe incident, at the present moment is 
terribly unfortunate, but I do not see what other answer is possible than that which 
You propose, Certainly, until the Convention is through, it should he deferred as long 
4s possible. Perhaps it may be possible to raise Inter the general question of the 
illicit traffic in arms, especially with the tribes. The importance of the question is 
fully realized by me. 





(35206) No. 94. 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 24.) 
(No, 219.) 
(elegraphic.) P, St. Petersburgh, October 24, 1907, 
LU HAVE received confidential letter from M. Goubastoff, stating that Persian 
Government have been informed by French Legation at ‘Tehran that M. Bizot will 
advise them in all measures, administrative and financial, which may be taken with the 
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view of re-establishing Persian finances, and that he will fulfil any confidential mission 
n Persia or abroad which may be confided to him with that object. 

Tn the view of the Russian Government this formula presents grave inconveniences, 
it is not definite or concise enough, and the Financial Adviser would have almost 
unlimited liberty of action in all financial questions, consequently Russian and British 
financial interests in Persia might thereby be affected. In order that those interests 
may be protected, Russian Government consider it very necessary that such modifications 
should be introduced into the formula as would determine within precise limits the 
exact extent of Financial Adviser's functions. 

Russian Government desire to instruct Russian Minister at Tebran in the above 
senso, but before doing so they would be glad to learn views of His Majesty's Govern 

in order that, should you approve, the two Representatives may be directed to 
take common action, and concert with their French colleague with a view to modifying 
M, Bizot’s contract as proposed. 
Jopy of M. Goubastof’s letter goes to you by messenger to-day. 


(34977) No. 95. 


Mr, Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 24.) 
(No, 804.) 
(Pelegraphic,) 2. Tehran, October 24, 1907. 

T AM urging the prompt departure of the Persian Commissioner to the Turco- 
Persinn frontier, but he tells me that he will not leave for a week at least, 





(85210) No. 96, 


Mr, Marling to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received October 24.) 


rei 805.) 


Wolographic,) P. Tehran, October 24, 1907. 

LUIS Majesty's Vieo-Consul at Ahwaz has sent, through Bushire, the following 
telegram, dated the 2st instant, on the subject of the employés of the Oil Syndicate. 
Please inform latter 


“T havo arrived at Batwand 5 and to-day I have had the two prinefpal culprits 
in Harris! caso soundly flogged and ojected with their families from the village, with 
the help of the Khan's agents, and with excellent immediate Tocal effect, 

“Tam proceeding to Dizful, and hope to reach Ahway before the end of the 
month, 

“Tam writing to the Khans about the Shardin incident recently communicated 
to you by Mr. Reynolds, Fam alsorepeating my demands for the improvement of the 
guards, Which are unsatisfactor 





(85207) No. 97. 


Mr, Marling to Sir Batward Grey—(Received October 24.) 

(No. 800.) 

(Wolegraphic,) P. 

Ce KIEDLA TEE bridges 
Mis Majesty's Vice-Consul at Abwaz has addressed the following telegram to this 

‘Legation through Bushire, dated the 21st instant :— 


Tehran, October 24, 1907. 


“The line I took with the Khans has heen stultified by my haying found on the 
way down that the bridges had already been repaired and painted by Lynch's engineer, 
wlio hind returned to Aliwaz. 

“Phe Company has, without previously informing me of their intention, forestalled 
discussion of matter with the Khans, and I strongly expostulate agaiust their action.” 
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[34987] No. 98. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir N. 0' Conor, 

(No. 144.) 

(Telegmaphic.) P. Foreign Office, October 24, 1907. 
WHAT steps do you recommend to secure evacuation of Persian territory on 

Turco-Persian frontier by Turks, having regard to Taher Pasha’s attitude, as reported 

in telegram of the 15th instant from Urumia? 





[85206] No. 99. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A, Nicolson, 
No, 260.) 
ttiegeaphic). B. Foreign Offce, October 24, 1907, 

FRENCH Financial Adviser in Persia, Please refer to your telegram No, 219 of 
the 24th instant. 

Objections raised by Russian Government are met, so it appears to us, aud 
conditions laid down by them secured, if French Government gives general instructions 
io Adviser in sense proposed by French Minister at ‘Tehran (please refer to telegrams 
Nos. 203 and 205 of the 10th and 14th instant from Mr. Marling). 

Having brought this proposal {o their notice, you might ask them if they do not 
consider it as satisfactory, and in what way they would propose to alter formula of 
French communication to Persian Government hy modifications. 


(84866) No. 100, 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling, 
Wo. 146.) 
(olegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, October 24, 1907. 
PLEASE refer to my telegram No. 164 from Sir 0, Spring-Rico respecting 
Hormuz Oxide Concession to Moin-ut-'ujar. Ts there any. probability 
Concession will be annulled? Is it held only for his life or in perpetuity ? 
Please send telegraphic summary of terms of Concession, 


(35242) No. 101. 
Treasury to Koreiyn Office —(Received October 25 


Treasury Chambers, October 24, 1907. 
id before the Lords Commissioners of His’ Majesty's. ‘Treasury 
s letter of the 22nd instant, on the subject of the proposed increase ot 
ds at Ispahan and Ahwaz, 
Tam to request that my Lords may be furnished with further explanations 
(together with copy of the relative correspondence with the India Office) in regard to, 
the n for auch Inoreaaos, particulary. at Tsyiahan, which, whdor tio Font 
Convention, is recognized as being within the Russian sphere of influerice, 

Tam also to ask (1) what is the strength of the existing guard at each place ; (2) 
what additions are proposed; and (3) whether the figures given in the letter under 
rople represent the gross cost or the motety which would be chargeable aginst Imporial 
funds, 

Tn conclusion, I am to, advert to the first paragraph of Gorst’s letter of the 
1th February last, and to inquire whether Secretary Sir B. Grey is yet in a position to 
favour their Lordships with his observations on the general questions raised in ‘Treasury 
letter of the 25th January last, 

Tam, &: 
(Signed) 1B. W, HAMILTON 





i519) 








(85810) No. 102. 


Sir A. Nicolson lo Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 25.) 

Nod 
{ He ‘i. 1 St, Petersburgh, October 25, 1907. 

FRENCH Financial Adviser in Persia: Referring to your telegram No. 260 of 
the 24th instant, = <i 

I. de Hurtwig has just telegraphed to M. Goubastoff proposal of French Minister 
‘i Tehran with regard to general instructions to be given to Financial Adviser. In 
the opinion of M. Goubastoff the matter would be covered by such instructions, but 
lw will Jet me know his final opinion as soon as possible, ‘The Minister of Finance 
will, T imagine, have to be cousulted first. 





[85288] No. 103. 


Mr, Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 25.) 
‘No, 807.) 
{Ny raphic.) En clair. Tehran, October 25, 1907. 

LEW ‘Ministry Ine een formed under presidency of Nasr-ul-Mull, reappointed 
Minister of Finance. Most. important members are Mushir-ed-Dowleh, son of late 
Mushir-ed-Dowleli, Foreign Sani-ed-Dowleh, Interior; Mukliberves-Sultanch, 
Justice, 


(36862) No. 104, 


Sir N. O' Conor to Sir Edward Grey. (Received October 26.) 
(No, 058) 
Sir, Constantinople, October 21, 1907. 
T HAVE the liouour to forward, herewith copies of two telegrams from His 
Majesty's Consul at Urnmia relating to Turco-Persian frontier: 
Thave, &e, 
(Signed) N, R. U'CONOR. 


Inelosure Lin No, 104, 
Consul Wratislaw to Sir N. O' Conor. 
(Calegraphicn) P. Urumia, October 17, 1907. 


TAM informed by the Governor of Urumia that the to Ushuu was ca 
ek by Turkish a s ian control as: 


ly existed Tas row y F i question, 


but, in view of te Turkish Con ssuiranice to the contra wonot 
be sure of the corrvetuess ‘of the Governor's information, which was’ indirectly 
obtained, 1 will go there myself to tind out if you think the matter important enough. 
Whe jou ity be attended with some little dange 


Inclosure 2 in No, 104, 
Consul Wratistaw to Sir N. O'Conor. 


Urumia, October 19, 1907. 
TURKISH Commissionerhas written to me that the points on which we conversed 
(Gee iny telegram No. 19) were included in his telegram to Constantinople, so 1 
Presunie he reported my prophecies of the grave results which are likely to ensue if 
tho Turkish troops are not withdrawn from Persian territory, and the objections to 
Dervish Pasha’s map, 
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{35438] No. 105. 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 26.) 

(No, 992.) 

(Velegraphie.) Pe St, Petersburgh, October 26, 1907. 
WITH ‘reference to your telegram No, 261 of the 26th instant, repeating 

Mr. Marling’s No. 300, a we have explained the reasons which prevent us from 

participating in the loan to the Shab, Iam of opinion that, the matter had bettor be 

leitas it is. T venture to suggest that no representations be made here in regard to 

the loau, Dut that the Russian Government be left to take what course they please in 

the matter, 





[35437] No. 106. 
Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 26.) 


graphic.) P, Tehran, October 26, 1907. 

MOLN ‘holds in perpetuity the Oxide Concession referred to in your telegeam 
No. 146 of the 24th instant. ‘There is no immediate ‘probability of the Concossion 
being annulled. ‘The Firman was given in 1904, as well as a Rescript of the lato Shah 
confirming it. Both of these documents have been seen by Abbas Khuli Khan, Moin 
pays annually about 82,000 tomans as royalty. 





(35439) ‘No, 107. 


Mr, Marling (o Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 28,) 

(No. 309.) 

ley graphic. Pp. Tehran, October 26, 1907. 

ID is the popular notion that the French Financial Adviser comos on purpose to 
establish the National Bank. 

‘There is already some suspicion that he may be influenced by France's ally, and 
it is quite probable that he might, after all, be declined if M. Bizot should bo expreasly 
forbidden from assisting in that work by modifications of contract dosired by Russia. 





(35481) No. 108, 
Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 28.) 


5 Gulahek, Septenter 17, 1907, 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 152 of the 16th July, 1 have the honour to 
transmit herewith copies of Messrs. Lynch’s accounts with the Bakhtiari Khans, 
which I have forwarded to His Majesty's Vice-Consul at Ahwaz for official presenta- 
tion to the responsible Chiefs, ‘The claims are :— 


1. In respect of expenses ineurred for inspection and repairs of two bridges on 
the Ahwaz—Isfahan road ; 
2 In respect of instalments and interest due on a capital expenditure of 5,500/, 


‘The modifications in the claims put forward by the Persian ‘Transport Company, 
suictioned by your telegram No. 92 of the 12th August, haye heen introduced into 
both categories, 
Tn communicating the accounts to Captain Lorimer, I have instructed him to use 
every effort in order to obtain their carly settlement. 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) CECIL SPRING-RICE, 





Tnclosure 1 in No. 108. 


Avoounn of Expenses incurred for Inspection and Repairs to the Bridges on the 
Bulkhtiari Road hetween Ahwaz and Isfaban. 
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WG aee | Hapebe be ue Gln pomey ban wou | 
2 {Tobe as pr account dated July & 1902.) 
By pai ino bank by Mr Preec a 
December 81,1904 .,| To falance carried down’, 
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Interest to March 2, 1905, 165 days at 6 per 


January 1, 1905, Ce ee| 1,988:95 
March 9, 1907 fa ‘cosh ae 200-30 
Septombor 10. to Oetd! Toe 

20, 1908 | 
arch 9 1907 «| Tate 6 per cent 

to Soptomber 9, Me. ney ih 1904 as 

104 |, aecount rendered ee eg eal tGgS z 

Murch 8, 1904 | Uy balance carried dows = 3) 3) n] ee _| ATO 8 


20,218 67 


183 days at 


fs up to March 3, 190 
on 9351. 198. 7d., from March 
2, 1905, at 6 por cent. | 


per His Britannic 


‘Maroh 9, 1907 12] Tonio ogg bya iRATo Sk 





Legation Sei ae 
Interest to March 2, 1905, 
cent. 
‘cent. 


(Spee eases 5 
Paid into bank at Isfahan, $0,000 krans at 58:75. 


Interest to March 8, 1904, 
et 
to Mare 


Interest to Mareli 3, 190: 
Paid into bank at Isfahan, 10, 


Paid into Bank at I 


Interest to March 





Nov. 11, 1905 | Poid into bank at Isfahan 27,283 krans at 60. 


i 
ut 
ia 

i 


Mar. 3,1908..| Balance due at this date 





Tnclosure 2 in No. 108, 


590 16 0 
1710 12 0 
66215 3 
52315 4 











Accounr showing Amount due for Instalments and Interest by the Bakhti 
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[35482] No, 109, 
Sir ©. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey —(Received October 28.) 


(No, 212.) 
Sir, Gulatek, September 21, 1907, 

IN my despatch No. 191 of the 10th instant I alluded to two ineidents which 
appeared to throw a disagreeable light on the attitude of the Belgian Customs officials 
towards British interests, 

T have spoken on the subject to the Persian Ministers of Finance and Foreign 
Affairs; to M. de Hartwig; to the Belgian Chargé d’Affaires; and to M. Mornard, 
the Belgian Administrator of the Customs. 

he latter has promised to remove M. Cattersel from Bunder Abbay and to give 
him an appointment at some port in the north of Persia, where he cannot come into 
conflict with British interests, His action at Bunder Abbas, and subsequently at 
Seistan, amply justifies the demand that. he should not again have an opportunity of 
coming into collision with English officials, or of impeding British commerce, His 
reappointment to Bunder Abbas, where is stationed a Russian official whose 
anti-British activities are notorious, was significant, and I had to. point, out to 
M. Momard that if such appointments were made by his Department it would 
Jecome necessary to call the attontion of the Belgian Government to the policy, 
pursued in Persia by the Customs officials sent here by the Belgian Ministry of 
Kinance. 

With regard to M, Duhem, I had to make yet stronger representations, It 
appears tliat this official, a former “‘sous-oflicicr ” of infirm health afd violent temper, 
has recently lost no opportunity of making himself disagreeable to tho British officials 
in Scistan. I may add that he recently sent a telegram en clair complaining of tho 
Karguzar for not reporting on the menacing movements of the British troops at, 
Kulei-Malik Siah, a fact acknowledged by AL Momand, who agreed that in doing. #0 

ceeded the lim 

He employs, i 


By, 62874 
| 76812 1 


SL days st 6 per 


000 Kans at 5 





their action, but actually 
sowars in order to cross the river, 
Wounded by the lances of the Indians, and this statement was indorsed by ME, Duhem, 
although the Indian sowars did not carry lances and the Customs sowars were proved 
xamination to haye been untouched, a fact of which M. Duhom must have been 
nizant. 
© The Minister for Foreign Affairs fully shared the indignation which I expresses 
to him that.a foreigner in the service of the Persian Government should hayo taken 
action on his own responsibility which was calenlated to bring about-a serious conflict 
between our Governments. Ile promised redress, 

Linformed M, Momard of the steps which I had taken, Ie appeared to share 

views, and promised to remove M, Duhem as soon as possible. 

T understand from the Minister for Roreign Affairs and from the Belgian Ohara 
@AMaives that such incidents are Uie direct result of M. Naus' influence over the 
Customs employés. He and his subordinate, M. Priem, who unfortunately is still in 
the country, though deprived of his post, appear to have impressed on the Customs 
officials that they should use their influence for politieal purposes, and as far as 
possible in the interests of Russia, M. Naus had, as you are aware, been intrusted in 
the autumn of 1906 with the loan negotiations which the Russian Ministry of Finanee 
was desirous of continuing. He was actually summoned to St. Petersburgh, and his 
mission was only prevented by the direct refusal of the Shah to intrust him with the 
negotiations. 

‘hese facts, which I have learnt from the late Mushir-ed-Dowlch and the Belgian 
Legation, are enough to show how intimate were the relations betwoon M. Naus and 
the Russian Government. He no doubt had every reason to hope that the connection 
would be extremely profitable to himself, and that with Russian support he might 
expect an assured ‘position as General Controller of the Persian Government. On 
leaving Persin he suems to have delegated to M. Priem the control over the Customs 
‘officials which he had vacated, ‘The Belgian Legation has in vain protested against 
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thie political part which lias thus been imposed upon the Belgian Customs officials. 
‘They entirely refuse to accept advice from their Legation, and look to M. Priem for 
guidance. 

M. Mornard, who is a quict and sensible man, appears to appreciate the dangerous 
position to which such a policy would lead if persisted in; and is doing his best to put 
am end to it, Unfortunately the influence of M. Priem is greater than M. Mornard’s, 
and one of his subordinates, M. Wibier, who is on close and intimate terms with 
M. Passck, of the Russian Legation, appears to continue the traditions of M. Naus. 

M, de Hartwig assures me that he has given strict instructions to his Consul at 
stan not to permit any Persian paid by Russia in connection with the telegraph 

ice to take employment. in the Customs, and fully recognizes the gravity of the 
istan frontier, 

Should other Belgian officials act as M. Duhem and M. Cattersel haye acted, it 
may become necessary to bring the subject to the notice of the Belgian Government. 
Meanwhile Lam glad to state that I have learned from the Minister of Finance that 
the old officials are being gradually weeded out, and that it is hoped that their 
successors will restrict themselves to their official duties as managers of the local 
Customs, 



























Thave, &. 
(Signed) CECIL SPRING-RICE. 





(85483) No. 110, 


Sin C. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey. (Received October 28.) 
(0, 215.) 





Si 





. f Guluhek, 
AS I had the honour to report in my telegram No, 277, I 
to the Porsian Government the text of the Anglo-Russian A 
attached a Persian translation (‘non garantie”) drawn up in concert with my Rus 
colleague, 1 transmit to you herewith copy of the covering letter, which T'sent 
the text to the Persian Government with the concurrence of M. de Hartwi 

‘Nhe latter was of opinion that we should state verbally, rather than 
that there were no seeret clauses to the ‘Treaty, holding that a written affirmation 
Iuightorente a preeadent hy which parties olen than those signatory to any future 
‘Meaties might expect « similar declaration by the Contracting Powers, and declare 
thomselves dissatisfied if it were not forthcoming, In this reported in my 
above-mentioned telegram, T concurred. 


September 24, 1907. 
day communicated 
ent, to which I 























Thaye, &e. 
(Signed) c 





BOLL SPRING-RICE. 








Inclosure in No. 110, 


Sir ©. Spring-Rice to Sad-ul-Dowleh. 
M. le Ministre, ‘Téheran, le 24 Septembre, 190; 
CONFORMEMEN® anx instructions que jai reeues de mon Gouverneme: 
Vhonneur de vous transmettre cisjoint le texte de Arrangement du 18 (31) Ad 
1907, interven entre la Grande-Bretagne et la Russie, en tant que cet Arrang, 
ment a trait Ades matidres pouvant intéresser le Gouvernement Persian, 
Pour faciliter In lecture de ce document, j'ai annexé au texte Frangais une 
traduction Persane (non garantie) de l’Arrangement, 
n d’éviter tout malentendn, je crois devoir ajouter qu'il est bien entendu que 
cfest Ie texte Prangais qui 
Le texto de VArrangement sera officiellement communiqué aux Grandes 
Puissanees, ct la publication en aura tien dans le plus bref détai, 
Veuiller, &e. 
CECIL SPRING-RICE. 
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(35487) No. 111. 






Mr. Marling (o Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 28.) 












Sir, Tehran, Octoter 9, 1907. 

‘THE dismissal of Saad-ed-Dowleh from the Persian Foreign Office, forced on the 
Shali by popular feeling, has been a severe blow to the Imperial prestige. The 
circumstances attending the Minister's fall have not, however, been without. their 
humorous side. 

In spite of the undoubted services which he rendered to the constitutional cause 
in its carly days, Suad-ed-Dowleh was the object of the profound mistrust and dislike 
of the Assembly, which believed, probably with good reason, that his Excellency, who 
was, moreover, known to be on intimate terms with the Russian Logation, hid 
indertaken to the Shah in return for his appointment as Minister for Foroign Affairg 
to rid His Imperial Majesty of the yoke of the Assembly, ‘The fitst opposition came 
froin the Minister's own Department, the officials of which, only a day or two after his 
ace to office, declined to serve under him, According to one account, tlie 
insubordinate staff were actuated merely by jealousy and personal interest. Under the 

ndolent rule of Ala-es-Sultanch, the real direction of the business of the Foreign Olive 
hiad fallen into the hands of the Heads of Departments, who, with a few others, had 
controlling all appointments, and enjoying the 
crative spoils of tlie passport s On taking office, Sand-ed-Dowleh lost no time 
in making these gentlemen understand that he would be master in his own Department, 
and he procecded, further, to introduce friends of his own into. some of the most 
responsible positions in the Department. inst 
ind the stall dec 
of his 
levoted patriots, re 

































































nther version represents the recalcitrant 
Hiei careors ratlier than serve under w 
sworn to destroy. the 
Probably both motives were at work, but, be: 
‘ii onice gained the sympathy of the public’ for ‘the 
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Hil ultimo the Pre Aswnbly and Shaeed-Dowleh wero 
Sy the Sha, yi-es-Sultinch advised the Minister to. 
bhomly declined. ‘The movement against hin, he said, was the 
ny Alicedl-Dowleh, and so long as tho Assembly made 6 specific 
tional Minister of the Shah, was to retain 

Minister was received by the Shah and 
sown ends, as the Shah, 

that moment of the 
Russian intervention 
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position to resist tlie Assembly, while 
rbate public feeling. On the Bnd insta 
ared before the Assembly, aud though he showed a brave front it was clear that 
his fall was inevitable, ‘The’same afternoon hte: nltanch waited on the Shalt 
and informed His Majesty that the Assembly could not tolerate the continuance of 
Saud-ed-Dowlch in office. Even the Shah's habitual indecision could not save the 
ter, and a few hours later his Wxcellency received an intimation that “his 
‘siguation was accepted.” Ala-esSultanch was reappointed Minister for Foreign 
ns. 
_ The farce, however, is not over, for Saad-ed-Dowleh's nom 
installing theniselyes at the Foreign Office, have turned the tables on the old staff, anil 
Ala-es-Sultanch now finds himself locked out of his office just as was his prede- 
cessor ten days ago. 
Asa clinax to these absurdities, the Dutch Min 
colleagues to makea simultaneous protest against the strike, on the ground that it inter- 
fered with the transaction of their business. ‘The Russian Minister, who first told me of 
AM. do Sturler’s campaign, seemed to me to be somewhat in favour of a step of the kind, 
but changed his opinion on hearing that I would certainly not associate myself with such 
159] R 
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ing, and this perhaps confirms the German Minister's ¢ that M, de 
was acting on the instigation of M. de Hartwig, who may have hoped to retain 
Sanil-ed-Dowleh’s influence in the Foreign Office, 
T have, &. : 
(Signed) CHARLES M. MARLING. 





(35488) No. 11 
Mr. Marling to Sir Bilward Grey.—(Received October 28) 


Tehran, October 9, 1907. 
text of the Anglo-Russian Agreement was read to the Assembly at the 
Hing of tho Sth instant, and a brief discussion of it ensued. The tone of 

rate, but. they displayed a tendency to suspicion of its 
The course of the debate had, ter of fact, been 
carefully arranged beforeliand by the President. and most prominent members of the 
House, who w ious to prevent anything in the nature of a hostile demonstration, 
A summary of the entire Ageeemont, which had heen telegraphed to ‘Tehran by 
Router's Agency, has appeared in translation iu the principal local paper, the * Hal 
Matin,” which’ also printed ou the 8th October the ‘i 
ig to Pevsin, und of the joint note sent to the Persian Gov British 
tnd Russian Logations on the 24th September, The “I which is 
supposed to. be Suul-ed-Dowleh’s organ, commenting on the Ag contains 
somewhat bitter attacks on Great Britain, an extract from whieli 1 have the honour to 
invlose, 
Thave, &e, 
(Signed) CHARLES M, MARLING; 


fnclosure in No, 11 
attract from the * Habl-ul=Matin” of Ortoler 8, 1907. 


ALIN giving an account of tHe reasons which have led the British Gov 
to obtain possession of the varions positions controlling maritime o 
Fetweon the British Isles aud India, the writer lays: steess on the i 
strategic purposes, of ‘Thibot, Mghanistan, and South-Bastern Pers 

gues that Russia hus, hy the present Agreement, be 

ually reaching hclia by these rovtes, much to the satis! 
as well a8 of a section of the Russian people which is opposed to all furth 
‘entorpeige ow the Lines of the disastrous Manchuriat poliey 

Groat Britain, having gained Her own ends, the writer continues to say 
liberty-loving patriots of Bugliud do not care to straws whether this aucie 
Decomos the plaything of «handful vf aetors in a political « 
Hulse to hs atruges fe ation whi, having jst 


4 on—there are Godsfea 
who will shower curses upon those who have signed this inj 
will not fail to declare it a base and treacheron 





(35490) No. 113. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey. (Received October 2s.) 
‘No, 222, 
oS : Tehran, October 9, 1907. 
ANOTILER instance of the pornietous activity of M. Duhem, the Belgian Customs 
Director in Seistan, to which Sir C. Spring-Itice invited your attention in his 
No, 212 of thie 2st ultimo has just avcurred, 
As was the case hist your the unhealthy climate of Robat liad made it necessary 
to transfer the troops posteil there to Kuch, and the opportunity was at once utilized 
by BML. Dihem to send ina report to Tehran that British troops had encroached on 
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Persian territory. Learning that a complaint based on this report was about to he 
made officially by the Persian Foreign Office, Sir C, Spring-Rice at once addressed a 


note to the Minister for Foreign Affairs, giving the real stato of the case, and remit 
his Excellency that the explanations which lie had given in precisely similar ¢ 
stances had heen accepted as perfectly satisfactory by the Mushireed-Dowlel, then 
Grand Vizi 
nitioned the matter to Alas who had just replaced Sand-ed-Dowleh 
for Foreign Affairs, and his Highness agreed to consider the ineident. as 


T have, &e, 
(Signed) CHARLES M. MARLING. 





(35491) No. 114 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edwaril Grey.— (Received October 28.) 
(No, 223.) fe 
Sir, elvan, Oct ber 9, 1907, 
T HAY ived your telegram No, 185 of the Ih October, informing’ me that 
cuicur in Sir C, Spring-Rice's views respecting the maintenance of tho post. of 
Military Attaché at Meshed, and that you will inform the Indian Goverment. dat, 
pending further orders, Captain Swnythe may: be retai months more from the 
20th Oetober. For the reasons set forth in Sir C, SpringRice's despatch No. 168 of 
last, in wi 1 haye been good enough to express your concurrence, 
post will in future: be regarded as permanently established, aud. that 
the be transferred at the end of these six nionths 20 time will be 
i 
Tbehiove that in submitting the foregoing recommendations 1 au xiving expression 
to Sir-Cecil’s own views. 
Thave, &e, 
igneil) CHARLES M, MARLING. 





(35492) 1 


Mr. Marling to Six Edward Grey.—(Received October 28.) 
(No. 224.) 
Si Tehran, October 9, 1907, 
THE Heshmet-ul-Mulk, whose return to Seistan as Joint Governor’ of that 
provineo and the district of Kain was frustrated by the Assembly in the spring, under 
Sir ©. Spring-Rico's despatch No. 79 of the 23rd April 
with tho same object, His: motive on this occasion 
Appents to he mthier personal than political, "As you are aware, the Acting Governor. 
ship of Seistan is in the hands of the Heshmet’s son, and the family proporty. in that 
province is therefore safe. ‘The more valuable estates. in Kain are, however, held by 
the Heshmet’s half brother, Shaukat-ul-Mulk, who is also Governor of that province, 
and the Heshmet, who is notoriously financially embarrassed, is eager to gain possession 
of them, He contends that Shatkat-ul-Mulk, not being the son of a freo womnn, is 
iotentitled to inherit these posessions, which should properly have reverted to himself, 
ih hits obtained, probably by bribery a provoungenten favour from Sheikh 
lullah Mujtelied,  Heshinet-uleMulkes vetuen to thone regions with the ses 
nition of depriving Shaukat-ul-Mulk of his inheritance, could scarecly fuil. to 
proiluce disorders of a serious nature, His Majesty's Consul in Seistan, to whom 
Cecil Spring-Rice reforred the matter, is moreover strongly of opinion that from overy 
pout of view the totum of the Heslimet fs most umeeratiae therefore took an 
opportunity to mention the matter to the Minister for Foreign Affairs and to tho 
President of the Assembly, and expressed the hope that in the interests of ood. ord 
the Heshmet would not be allowed to return, 
Ala-es-Sultaneh promised to use his influence in that direction, and Ehteshame 
Sultaneh said that he would examine the question, and that for the present Heshmet- 
ul-Mulk would be detained in Tehran 





Ge 


So far ag Lam aware no kind of Russian influence is at work in the matter, and 
M. de Hartwig, whom T have informed of the steps I have taken, declares he had no 
interest in the case. 
T have, &. 7 
(Signed) CHARLES M. MARLING. 





(35495) No. 116. 


Mr, Marling (o Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 28.) 
(No. 227.) 
in, Tehran, October 10, 1907 
DHE profound change brought about by the defeetion from the Shah's’ Party 
e reactionary leaders, of whieh you wore apprised by Sir C. Spring-Rice in his 
‘am No, 285 of the 2nd October, is, I think, of stiicient interest to warrant 1 
detailed account of the circumstances attending 
hore was little on the surface to indicate the sudden rolte fuce of the 
naries, ‘Che chief cause must undoubtedly be reckoned to be fear "The muri 
of the Atabek, which was the immediate cause of Sani-ed-Dowloh’s resignation, and 
the suspicion that the sudden death of Mushired-Dowloh way not due to natural 
causes, hiad unquestionably produced a very deep effect. ‘The case of Nasr-ed-Din 
Shah notwithstanding, it may be said that the ruling el 
exempt from assassination at the lumds of the lower ord 
mentioned events, coupled with the consciousness of the exist 
whose members were ready to sactifi ves for what thoy were led to believe to. 
bo their country’s good, could hardly fail to impress the minds of a sot of people not 
particularly distinguished for personal c ‘The Shah, who bad been obl 
hush up iin inquiry into the Atabek’s death, was, moreover, obviously 
protecting them, and the eyer-inereasing poplar hatred of the 
cause for appreliension that the yast vi 
under the old system mi 
the people. 
NIG SHO Jealers should liave thought it 
» With the Nationalists. ‘The three 
in wore the President of the Assombly, Ala- 
¢d-Dowleh, and Ainir-i-Avam, a nephew of Ained-De nd a young ian of some 
strength of On their invitation, a meeting of the highest Notables in 
‘tl members of the Kajar family, though none of the imn 
relatives of the Shah, was heldiat Ala-ed-Dowleh’s house in Mehran on the 27th ul 
to consider the situation. — Esactly what passed ot what ariiments were use 
persitude the reactionaries is not aveurately Known, but in { ult. a Memorial, 
oxpressing the views of the meeting in the most uncompromt was drawn up 
presentation to the Shah, It stated plainly that pe in his present attitude 
to tlie Assembly would endanger the Shalt’s throne and the dy 
had made up their minds as patriots to work loyally with’ the 
and that unless the Shab consented to do likewise they could no lon: 
servants, ‘ho Shab Ii, in spite of the vagueness of its 
torms, was held to be nil from his tucituen, not to say sullen, 


‘Whe Russian Legation professes to royant the reconciliation of the aristocrats with 
the popular party as a merely transitory episode, which cannot have lasting results. 
Tt is carly yet fo forecast how long the alliance will last, but Persian opinion seems to 
bo that, for the moment at all events, the reactionaries are sincere enough, and that 
the Mejlis has scored an important and lasting victory, 

Thaye, & 
(Signed) ©. M, MARIN 
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[35496] No. 117. 


Mr. Marling (o Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 28.) 
(No. 228.) 

Sir, Tehran, October 10, 1907. 
1 HAVE the honour to transmit herewith eopy of a despatch from Tis Majesty's 
‘Vice-Consul at Ahwaz respecting the Concession for the Dizful-Burujied road; sls0°of 
the Afinute written on your despatch No. 112 of the 26th June last, on which Captain 
Lorimer’s observations Were invited. 

If cannot be doubted that the opening up of this route as an artery of trade is 
highly desirable, both in the interest of British commerce and from the broader view 
of the development of means of communication in Persia, Tt must, however, T 
venture to think, be obvious that the present moment is most inopportune for pressing, 
the fulfilment of Concessions held by foreigners. The National Assembly, whose 
Position and influence in the country recent events have greatly strengthened, is 
notoriously hostile to the extension of foreign enterprise and the accumulation. of 
forvign interests in Porsia ; the Government has not the means at its disposil—eveit 
had it the will—to establish order amongst. the Inwless tribes: through whose eountny 
the road in question would pass. In these circumstances I fear that mere diplomat 
pressure, However vigorously applied by this Logation, would be unequal to. over 
coming the apathy of the Government, still less to translating it into oflective action 
in opposition to the recently awakened national sentiments of the popular party; and 
T cannot but think that His Majesty's Government would refuse to countenance the 
application of stronger and more material: pressure, for which, indeod, there does not 
appear to be sulficient justification, 

It was thought that a way out of the difficulty might, be found by associating the 
British Company with a Persian Syndicate in the enterprise, and this acquiring the 
co-operation of the Majlis through the influence of one of its most. prominent 
meinbers, the Moin-ut-Pajjar, The Persian ‘Transport Company, however adopted a 
non possumus attitude to this s on of co-operation with the Moin-utelujjar 
under any conditions ; and in view of that gentleman's provious record their mistyest 
must be regarded as perfectly justifiable; moreover, you will observe that Captain 
Jorimer concurs in their view that co-oporation with the Moin-ut-ujjar would be 
risky and unsatisfactory, for itis unlikely that the Moin himself would'in any way be 
able to procure a modification of lawlessness of this nature, with which the National 

ssembly has proved powerless to cope. In view of’ these considerations I 

nture to think that it is not nt to request: the Persian ‘Transport 
Company to modify their decivion, and that the suggestion must now bo rogarded us 
abandoned, 

T propose, therefore, subject to your approval, to take no further action in the 

Her; but I beg to suggest that the dritish Company be warned in a friendly 

rand questions may be raised in the Assembly in rogard to thelr 

lure to exploit the Concession and their reluctance to share it with any one else, but 

uring them that every effort will be made by this Legation to combat. hestilo 
comment, should such be made, A 

T lave, &e. 

(Signed) CHARLES M. MARLING. 


——— 
Inclosure 1 in No, 117, 
Minutes on Foreign Office Despatch No. 112 of June 26, 1907. 
(L) 


ABBAS KULI KHAN might see the Moin and sound him as to whether, in the 
Tora pf Lynch sharing the C neession with a Persian Company, the lattor would 
[mally undertake not to ati > any of the rights they agquired without giving 
Lynch the option of resumi 


eventual sale at a large prof) most ce1 tainly the end he has in view. 1 do not 


‘The Moin is unlikely to commit himself, as 


think we ean lose anything 1 ying, and if by ehance the Mom falle ta with thie 
Mew we could return once my: sa’ the charge with Lynch. 
(2519) Ss 
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Tf the road is to be built at all it is imperative that it should have a start of the 
Bagdad-Khanikin Railway and possible extensions. 
Send to Lorimer for observations. 


(Initialled) 


) 
spoke again to the Moin-ut-Dujjar on the 19th August about the Dizful— 
urnjitd section of the road, Ho says that if this section of the road is transferred to 
him, or to the Persian Road Syndicate, it can be stipulated in the Agreement that it 
shold not by alienated to any forcign Gosemment or any foreign suhjeets 


Inclosure 2 in No, 117. 
Vice-Consul Lorimer to Sir C. Spring- Rice. 


No. 67, Confidential, 
se Caen Ispahan, September 5, 1907. 

T HAVE the honour to acknowledge the reesipt yesterday of your despatch 
No, 8, dated the 2nd Angust, 1907, forwarding Fi Office despatch No, 112, 
ited the 26th June, 1907, with an inelosure relating to a proposal regarding. the 
Concession for the vond between Dizful and Burujid, 

T should note first of all that, not having seen the original proposal, I can only 

gather that it was to the effect that the Persian ‘Transport Company should sell or 

¢ ovor their entire rights in. the section of the Ahwaz—Tchran road referred to, 

‘while still carrying out the practical work of construction and finding the funds for 
the same 

3, Being invited to offer observations I would state that, after a careful perusal 
‘of the papers, [find myself in general agreement with the views expressed hy the 
‘Transport Company in their letter dated the 18th June, 1907. 

In tho first plico, though I cannot claim an intimate personal knowledge of the 
Mofisut-Pujjar, from what { have seen of his operations, and from the general opinion 
oxpressed of hin by other Persians, L would judge that, while wifted with considera! 
pliusibility, he is, oven for @ Persian, peculiarly deficient in y and ho 
fhisinoss. ““Apait Uerefore from in any way placing ourselves at his merey, U 

rther than the ‘Transport Company and deprecate even admitting him to co- 
poration. et x ie os 

4, In the second placo, granting his influence with the Majlis in ‘Tehran, I quos- 
tion whethor the Majlis is in the Teast degree capable of successfully tackling the 
‘question of introducing order into Lurista - 

Aeqpable Governor on the spot with # guarantee of the support of the authori 
ties in’ iis worth, might be able to accomplish something, and the 
only hope of the midertaking coming to fruition in Persian hands lies in this condition 
Deine secured; but there is no presumption that this condition would be insisted on 
Wore the promoters a Persian Company, wliose members in all probability would he 
actuated by a thousand and one petty personal motive: 

b Moin is constantly producing grandiose projects, but they are almost 

horn, Such have been the bridging of the Karun at Shuster, the 

ble of the Gerger between Shalaili and Shuster, and the construction 

of a tramway trom the latter place to Band-i-Kil, to talk only of Arabistan. ‘The one 
scheme which he lias materialized, the placing of a steamer on the Lower Karun, has, 
‘as the Transport Company point out, not been peculiarly suecessful, though there he 


that it would not be prefers 
for some 
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the road kept open, we should have gained the real end in view—that of securing 
a route for our trade from the Gulf to Western Persia. From a business, as apart 
from a political, point of view, the weight of experience seems to show that the mere 
control of roads in Persia is much more productive of trouble than of direct or indirect 
remuneration, 

7. If the road is to be opened, it is, in my opinion, desirable either that: we should 
be the sole principals, or that we shonld entirely renounce all connection with the 
undertakins 

A road through a dangerous country, controlled in sections by different authorities, 
seems to offer the prospect of constant friction between those authorities, Supposing 
the case, which would certainly occur, of the ‘Transport Company booking cargo 
through from Ahwaz fo, say, Hamadan, and of this cargo beng robbed, damaged, or 
detained on the section of the road controlled by the Persian Company, is it probable 
that their claims would ever obtain satisfaction in present-day Persia ? 

§, ‘fo sum up, it is extremely unlikely, in my opinion, that a Persian Company 
could open, or, having opened, could keep open and moderately secure, the Laristan 
road; and I heliove that any attempt to conclude a bargain with the Moin-wtufjan, 
or towork in any form of partnership with him, would in the one ense lead to material 
Joss, and in the other to an infinitude of subsequent disagreoment, ‘There, appears to 
Ve the following choice of courses open to us-— 

ng reiterated pressure to bear on th 11 Government to 
set their house in Luristan, making use of the Moin’s assertion that. the task 
is possible sians, with a view to carrying out the road scheme ourselves, 

(},), to follow the plan proposed, and hind over control to the Moin or others, while 
securing. vested interests by undertaking the work and expense of construction, relying 
ou the extreme probability of the Persian management failing, and of the consequent 
ruversion of the fall Concession rights to the ‘Transport Company, for which adequate 
guarantees would be insisted on, 

(c.) Mo dispose of the Concession or part of it outright, whether by sale or 
exchange, and earefully ayoid being entangled by any residuary vested rights in it, 


9. Turning to the Minute on the Foreign Office despateh, which mises the 
question of the safegnars that would be necessary in case of the transference of th 
Concession rights to the Moin-ut-Tujjar, or others, 

‘To provide for even theoretical steurity, the following provision would appear to 
mie to he necessary :— 

(1.) hat the Persian Company would not part with the rights acquired to any 
foreign Goverment or subject, or to any Persian Company any of whose capital was, 
or could be, held by foreigner 

(2.) In caso of the failure or dissolution of the Company, this Concession would 
ot be regarded as one of its disposable assets, but would automatically revert to. the 
‘Yransport Compan 

.) In case the Persian Company failed to open the road within a given time, 
the Concession would revert as above, and in case of the road heing closed at, any 
time to traffic for more than a specified poriod, some prog penalty would he 
paid, and all losses accruing to tho ‘Transport Company owing to the closing, of the 
road would he borne by the Persian Company, and failing satistaction in this way, the 
Concession would eventually revert ; 

(4.) Claims of the Transport Company for Losses owing to robbery, detention, 
on the scetion of the road ceded, to be settled within a specified time after presenta- 
tion, failing which some definite and tangible penalty (which Tam unable to. devise) 
would he incurred ; 

(6.) A maximum for all tolls and charges to be fixed, and equable or preferential 
rates in every respect to be guaranteed to the ‘Transport Company; 

Whe agreement between the two Companies to he approved by tho 
“ Majlis,” (2) and registered by the Persian Goverment. 

Tam quite alive to the Tact that it is in the last degre 
Moin would agree to the terms detailed above, but at the same 
of them provides against what would be a certain menace either to our polit 
interests, or to the commercial interests of the ‘Iransport Company and allied concer 

10. With the opinion expressed in. the last sentence of the Minute Lam in 
Agreement. But the implication which is perhaps involved that were the Bagdad- 
Khanikin Railway built, the traffic available for the Luristan road would be 
seriously curtailed, may be considered susceptible of some limitation, Were the 
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Pagilad-Khanikin Railway constructed before the railway liad been completed to 
Bagdad from the west, I would venture the opinion that it would inno way aifect the 
prosperity of a road from the port of Ahwaz running northwards to Central Western 
Persia. 


Did, however, the construction of this line follow in its logical position the 
completion of Bagdad Railway, whether it would only slightly affect, or completely 
rovdlutionize, the low of trade in Persia would depend on th relation between. the 
freights on this route and on those already existing, the cost of native transport from 
the rail to the selling jor or minor, being always taken into aceount. T do 
not think that this relation can be considered a foregone conclusion, 

Thave, &e. 

(Signed) D. L, R. LORIMER, Captain, 
His Britannic Majesty's Vice-Consul for Arabistan, 
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Mr, Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received Octolier 25.) 
No. 229.) 
i Tehran, October 10, 1907. 

ANTHOUGH the ‘Turkish Ambassador's Reports to his Government may have 
Leen unduly alarmist as to the real possibility of the Persian Government attempting: 
forcible resistance to the ‘Turkish cucroachments in the neighbourhood of Urumia, T do 
not think that he has exaggerated the degree of excitement to which the newly found 
patriotism of the country has been roused.  Shemseddin Bey, from idence in 
Persia is probably better uble €o. gauge the: condition of local feeling than moxt other 

, aud from his special position he is naturally the most interested of the foreign 

Representatives to learn it, It may be thought that the threatening letters he has beer 
receiving for the past three weeks, and the publicly expressed menaces of which his 
Smbassy’ ias been the object, may have influenced his judgment, but those who kuow 
his deoply religions character and devotion to duty woul unhesitatingly attribute the 
serious warning he has addressed to his Government to those traits in his character, and 
nol {0 any consideration of personal danger, 

But, besides die above-mentioned indigations, there have been abundant other 
manifestations of the public indignation against Turkey. Violent speeches have been 
tude in the Assembly as the news of cach fresh advance of the Turks has been 
Announced, and the Government has heen repeatedly urged in the most insistent manner 
to send troops to the oceupied districts, ‘il Abdullah, who has for long supported 
tlie Ottoman Ambossador’s PancIslamie propaganda, hins found it impossible to continue 
to preach in favour of religious eo 1 between Sunni aud Shia, and in order to 
site his reputation as at patriot lias become one of the most violent advocates of 

On the 2nd ultimo a meeting of many of the most important 
personages in Persia was held at the Palace to consider what should be done in the 
national eniergeney, and, to provide the sinews of war, a subseription list was opened 
to which those present put down their names for an aggregate of 750,000. tomans, 
while suis calculated on their supposed capacity to contribute were set down against 
the names of other wealthy men who were not at the meeting. ‘The money was to 
Ve used to found the loug-talked of National Bank, At 'Pabrecz and Ispaban there 
are signs of similar national feeling, and the Aghas at the latter place organized a 
monster demonstration to protest against the ‘Turkish eneroachuvents, and to call on the 
Government to take active steps to repel the invader, 

AL the same time it must be confessed tliat, with the Persian character such as it is, 
just as the above-mentioned subscription has not advanced beyoud the paper stage, so 
there is little chance of these brave words being translated into deeds, ‘The information 

h you have been so good as to furnish to the Leation, of the energetic representa- 
tions made by Sir N, R, O'Conor and M, Zinoview at Constantinople, has been regularly 
communicated to the Government, and has undoubtes \d a reass with the 

waded statesmen, who are conscious of Persia's military)impotenee, but that the 
idea of employing force lias not been excluded trom their councils is evident from the 
conversation Thad with the President of the Asse ed in my telegram 
No, 290 of the 7th Getober, Whe general public are misteusttnl ; they see that in 
spite of our action at Constantinople not only do the ‘Turks continue to advance in the 
Urumia districts, but are even threatening to eross the frontier in the neighbourhood of 
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Kiianikin. This mistrust is due, of course, to a misapprehension of the objects of the 
Anglo-Russian Agreement, but its existence cannot be ignored, and there is even an 
absurd rumour abroad that Russia and England would be prepared to admit that a 
“sphere of influence ” should he conceded to Turkey. 

In the way of practical steps the Persian Goverament has not gone further (han to 
select Mohtasham-es-Saltaneh as Chief of the Persian Commission to mect the Turkish 
Delegates under Emin Bey. Mohtasbam-cs-Saltaneh, who was designated a year ago 
to succeed Ala.cs-Saltanch as Minister in London, is demanding the widest powers, He 
wishes to select his colleagues, to have command of the Persian forces and control over 
the tribes in the district and in a speech which he made in the Assembly yesterday he 
demanded that the British and Russian Consuls should be treated at first as unofficial 
members of the Commission, and in ease no solution should be reached that they should 
join it officially. He further recommended, apparently out, of distrust of Arfa-ed- 
Dowleh’s capacity and energy, that an able and trustworthy official should be attached 
to the Persian Embassy in Constantinople to give advice and, in case of need, to take 
charge of the Mission, 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) CHARLES M, MARLING. 
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Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 28, 
(No. 280.) cle D 
Sir, 


Tehran, October 10, 1907. 

DURING the past month the general condition of Persia has not improved, 
From the provincial towns, with few exceptions, reports show that there is. les 
security for life and property, while the general lawlessness in the country has not 
diminished, ‘The authority of te central Government is almost nil andat best ean 


ly be exercised through the local Anjumen, and its influence with these bodics 
caninot always be counted on, 


if its ineapaci 
xovern, 1 moy confident of the future, 
‘They explain the failure of the Assembly to produce any practical reform by pointing 
to tho difficulties with which it hay had to contend; it had a ies, the 
Governors of provinces and high officials, the Shali, and finally the ele 

Power had to be effectually broken before the will of t ld prov 

objects have been successfully attained ; tyrannous Governors such as Zilos-Sultan, 
Firman Firma, and Asaf-ed-Dowleh have been removed ; the Shah finds himself alone 
and without a party ; and ing. of tlio additions to tho Constitution and the 
chates over the question of bast, the Mujtehids hiaye been taught that the new régime 
mneans to emancipate itself from the yoke of the priesthood, 

_But the difficulties in the way are formidable, The treasury is empty ; thero is no 
publie foree to maintain order and enforce the law; the moral authority of the old 
vézime has heen destroyed by the local Anjumen, and the Assembly seems powerless to 
create any respect for itself; there appear to be no statesmen of constructive ability; 
faxes are being paid with the greatest ireogularity, and even the framework of such 
clonontary administration as once existed lias well nigh disappeared, 

In fiet, the work of the Assembly during the first year of its existence lias 
heen nearly wholly destruetive, and in the process of clearing the ground for future 
reform a good deal that was worth preserving has perished, And it is to he feared 
that the work of reconstruction on democratic lines will prove beyond the powers of 
the men at the head of the movement. 

It is not a healthy sign that the new Cabinet is, if possible, even more incompetent 
than the last. Not a single Minister dares take the smallest responsibility on. his 
shoulders, but awaits the direction of the Assembly, Hence it results that the Majlis, 
which from the beginning has been far too prone to interfere in ordinary adminis 
tive matters, is now assuming executive functions. ‘To. this tendency two othe 
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umstances aro also contributing, viz., the masterful character of the President. of 
tlie Assembly, who is now the most powerful personality in Persia, and the formation 
of the Anjnmen-i-Akaber, or Grand Committee. ‘The creation of this body is 
practically tlie outcome of the Committee of Notables whose recent secession from 
The autocratic party has so profoundly modified the internal situation. Tt is composed 
chiefly of the higher functionaries, with a fair number of military officers, and its 
President and Vice-President are Amir-i-Azam and Hussein Kuli Khan Nawab. Tt 
has no official standing, but it arrogates to itself the right of giving advice to the 
sponsible Ministors in the conduct of the business of the Departments. Tt is of 
Course perfectly irresponsible, but. the induence of its members is such that its 
® cannot be disregarded, Its influence lias, so far, on the whole been 

nt, but it is easy to see that a Minister less pusillanimous than those who 

form the present Cabinet might easily come into conflict with it; while the dangerous 
possibility of a quarrel with the President, of the Assembly can never be very distant. 
The hest'thing that can happen is probably what the more intelligent Persians lope 
fon viz, that out of it shold be evolved the Senate provided for by the Constitution. 

TAnother obstacle in the path of reform is to be found in the composition of the 
Assombly itself. Only a. yory small minority of the members have even an 
clementiry idea of wlint the functions of Parliament are. ‘The rest are incapable 
of comprohending a regular Code of laws regularly applied ; such a thing is entirely 
outside their experience, and they probably look on the business of fuming lav 
Wwhieh tley cannot conceive will ever be enforeed—as sheer waste of i 
Would, in Tact, turn tle Assembly into something between a debating Society, a Court 
of Justico, and a Council of State, Not a few also look upon the position of Deputy: 
‘as mercly a means of pushing their own interests, It is hoped that with the diffusion 
‘of more correct notions of Constitutional Government the next elections will result 
4h the return of more enlightened and less self-seeking legislators, 

The result of the first year’s work of the Assembly lias heen on the whole rather 
‘iogative, but at least it has succeeded in asserting its will against the influence of the 
Shahi and clorgy, and has now a reasonable prospect of being able to start on the patli 
of reconstruction, 

Lhiave, &e. 
(Signed) CHARTES M. MARLING 
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Mr, Marling lo Sir Bdlward Grey.—(Received October 23.) 
(No. 281.) 
Sir, Tehran, October 10, 1907. 

T HAVE the honour to transmit herewith a summary of the proceedings of the 
Assembly during the last four weeks. 

By far its most important achievements have been the vietory gained over the Shalt 
by the dismissal of Saad-ed-Dowleh and the passing of the aVditional Articles of the 
Gonstitution, By the former the Assembly has enforced its right to demand the 
dismissal of objectionable Ministers, and by the latter, carried in spite of the strenuous 
‘opposition of the sreat Mujtehods, it has shown that it means to be independent of 
clerival control 

‘Nhe brief summary of the instrument which Lam able to send by this messenger 
scarcely shows the extent to which the powers of the Mullahs are curtailed, in so far as 
their active judicial attributes and functions are coneerned, as the Articles for the 
ereation of the Courts of Justice are of so highly technical a nature that they will 
require some time for translation anil study. It will sufice for the moment to say that 
by them a determined attempt is made to deprive the Mullahs of their highly-prized 
Howers of exclusive judicial control, It will be seen, however, from Article 2 that the 
(Hema still-ostensibly preserve. the power of interpretation s to what constitutes an 
infraction of the antamental ews of lelam, Tt remains to be seen how far this remnant 
of passive power will be used for obstructive purposes. 

‘Another blow was dealt to the clergy in the conrse of the debates on the abolition of 
“bast.” The extent to which the institution was abused may be illustrated by the fact 
that it was not infrequent for privates of the Cossack brigade to take “bast” with a 
Mujtched to escape punishment for military offences, ‘The sonetity of a Mujtehed’s 
welling therefore added much to the prestige of the clergy, but the Assembly showed 


1 


clear determination to put an end to the system in spite of the vehement denunciations 
of the clerical party. 
‘he meastire, however, has not yet been passed, and it is difficult to see how it 
could be enforced at present. 
Ihave, &e, 
(Signed) CHARLES M, MARLING, 


Inclosure in No, 120. 


Proceedings of Persian National Assembly from September 14 to October 8, 1907. 


turday, September 14.—The first matter dealt with was the sudden death of the 
Mushir-ed-Dowleh, which had occurred the previous evening, One ofthe Deputies was 
chosen to make full inquiries on the subject. ‘The Turkish encroachments were then 
discussed, and Taki Zadeh; made an eloquent speech on the subject, urging that energetic 
action be taken to turn the enemy ont of Persia, Many other members spoke, and some 
said that they would willingly rely upon the diplomatic assistance of Great Britain and 
Russia, but that they must not send troops into Persia for the purpose of defending her 
against her enemies, ‘The Government and aristocracy were loudly denounced, and the 
President eventually offered to proceed to the country to interview the Government 
officials on the subject. 

‘Sunday, September 15.—he President reported the result of his missinn, which was 
on the while satisfactory. He annouiced that the Ministers would come to the House 
the following day to discuss the Turkish aggression with the Deputies. 

Monday, September 1G.—The new Cabinet attended at 9°30 4.at,, butthe Ministry of 
Education was not represented. ‘The Minister of the Interior introduced the different 
members of the Cabinet, and the President made a short speech, to which the Minister 
of the Interior replied. A number of questions were raised by different’ members, 

culated to embarrass the Minister of the Interior, but the President came to his rescue, 
somewhat to the annoyance of the members. ‘Taki Zadeh insisted that a programme 
shouldbe lad before the ITouse, and Snad.e1-Dowleh (Foreign Minister) replied that it 
was in course of preparation. Another Member of the House made a long, speceh, 
Aivelling upon the atrocities committed at Urmia by the Turkish troops, as well as the 
Vioodshed at Khoi, where his own home was at (hat moment. being bombarded, He 
stated brother hai been killed, and that his family was in danger, THe. said to 
te Ministers, “Let us not consider you as Ministers, but are you not our co-religinnists ? 
‘Are you not our brethren? Have you no pity for us? Haye youno pride or honour!” 
‘The Minister of the Interior stated that he had brought some papers on the subj 
which he would like to have read at a private sitting. ‘The public was therefore excluded, 
The Foreign Minister then produced telegrams to the effect that the British and Russian 
Foreign Ministers had given instructions to their Embassies at Constantinople to make 
representations to the Sultan, Other papers were also read bearing on the subject. Tt 
‘vas made clear that tliere were two distinct cases—firstly, the incursion into Persian 
territory of Turkish troops, and, secondly, rife at Khoi between the reactionaries 
and the local Assembly, A long discussion followed, in the course of which Saad-od- 
Dowleh promised far-reaching reforms, ‘Taki Zadeh reminded the new Minister of 
Finance that he was not empowered to expen any public moneys without. the approval 
ofthe Assembly, to which the Minister of Finance acquiesced. It was quite clear 
throughout that Saad-ed-Dowleh intended to be the predominant partner in the Onbinet. 
On the whole the new Cabinet was well received, for which the President was chi 
responsible, having promised the Shah that he would keep the Deputies in order. 

Tuesday, September 7.—The Constitution was rend, and Seyed Abdullah was most 
obstructive, which greatly irritated the President, News of further aggressions having 
deen received from the ‘Turkish frontier, the President said the Goverument wished to 
confer on the subject with a Committee of Deputies, Seyed Abdullah thereupon became 
very excited and ridiculed these Committees when, ax he said, the country was being 
taken by the enemy. He said that if within a stated time no decisive steps were taken 
by the Government he would get on his mule and go to the feontier himself and invite 
tie people to join him in a ‘jehad,” or holy war, to save the country, One of the 
members pointed out the futility of sueli a step in modern times, when war could only be 
made with disciplined troops and artillery. 

September 18,—A few members of the Cabinet attended a special sitting, 
but, as the Foreign Minister was not present, the Tarkish question could not be fully 





Nevs having been received from the ‘Tabreez local Assembly that the 
e about to import 21,500 cartridges into abreez, the Deputies violently 
protested against it, and addressed the Foreign Minister on the subject, 

Thursday, September 19.—No business was done, and the proceedings were 
uninteresting. Seyed Abdullah preached from the pulpit of one of the mosques on the 
subject of the Turkish aggression, saying that the Shah intended to take steps in th 
matter, but that if nothing decisive was done the nation would have to act. Public 
feeling liad by this time been greatly excited, 

Saturday, September 21.—A large number of persons representing the local Com- 
mittees took up their residence at the House, pressing for the completion of the 
Constitution and other matters, 

The proceedings wore chiefly devoted to domestic matters, including stamp duty 
on all Petitions addressed to Ministers and the Assembly, as well as the salaries of the 
Deputies, 

The President and some prominent members attended a mectng at the Palace of 
the principal Princes and Notables in the presence of the Shah, Tt was understood 
that the meeting hav been convened! in connection with the Turkish aggressions, tough 
no mention was niade of the subject. ‘The Shah made a speech dwelling upon the 
critical situation of the country and the need of money. His Majesty called upon his 
Ministers and the Princes and Notables present to co-operate with the National 
Assembly, he new Minister for War began by offering to subscribe the sum of 
30,000 tomans (6,000/,), and a subscription list was then circulated, with the result that 
the sum of 737,000 tomans (147,4001,) was subscribed by those present. ‘he absentees 
were then enumerated and various sums placed against their names. His Highness 
Ain-ed-Dowleh, the ex-Grand Vizier, was put down for 400,( 00 tomans (80,0002), and so 
on, (0.0 total of 1,320,000 tomans (264,0001.). 

Mhe President was delighted with this result, which was the first fruit of the 
activity which he had displayed since his election, It was fully realized 
subscriptions would never be collected, but the meeting at the Palace was a step 
right direction 
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ntations to the Sultan respect pachments. He 

ad heen misinformed on the subject, and had decided to 
recall his troops from Persian territory. ‘The Roreign Minister stited during the course 
of his speech that the Representatives of other Powers at Constantinople had also 
‘assisted In the matter, but, on being pressed to explain, declined to mention Germany 
‘Phough the Foreign Minister was extremely sanguine, some of the members continued 
to be +veptical, ‘The Foreign Minister then read a letter he had ree 
‘Purkish Ambassador complaining of the violent attacks made upon his 
the press aud by: publie pe 
without just cause, aud fi 
A prominent member, voicing the view « 
Ambassador liad no cause to fear for the th j, but insisted upon the gravity 
of the ease and upon an immediate withdrawal of the Turkish troops. ‘The Foreign 
Minister then brought up the case of Haji Mal ijjar in refuge at the Russian 
Legation and enumerated the conditions under whieh the Russian Legation was willing 
to hand him over to the Persian authorities, wllich, however, were not accepted. ‘The 
importation into ‘Tabrece of a large number of cartridges by the Russians was next 
Aiscussed, ‘The Borcizn Minister save au account of his negotiations with the Russian 
Minister on the subjcct, ani explained that the eartridges were required for practi 
‘he Deputies continued to be obdurate, whereupon Suad-ed-Dowleh read a letter which 
Hie had just received from His Majesty’s Minister announcing the arrival in the Persian 
Gulf of'some Indian sowars to relieve the Consular guards at Shiraz and Ispahan, This 
created the required diversion and brought about @ general discussion on the question 
of Legation and Consular guards, After some debate the whole question was shelved. 
Saud-ed-Dowleh then brieily sketched his plan of reform: for the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, and concluded by saying that there happily now existed complete accord 
between the Shah and the nation, (Asa matter of fue relations between the Shab and 
the Assembly were at that moment strained to the ntnost, and it was fully realized that 
Sand-ed-Dowsleh was acting as the Shab’s cool.) 

Tuesday, Seplenber 24,—The sitting was chielly devoted to a discussion of the 

Kermaushiah riots of the Srd dune, and it was decided that the late Governor, Seif-ed- 
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Dowleh, should yay 5,000 tomans (1,002) to defray the travelling expenses of the 
persons who lad been deputed to come from Kermanshah for the inquiry. The 
President's activity was in no way relaxed, and though many of the Deputies were 
despondent, he was hopeful and encourazing, 

Thursday, Septenber 26.—The representatives of the lveal Committees still in 
residence at the House presented a Petition for submission to the Shah asking for steps 
to be taken for the restoration of order in the provinces and on the hizh roads, as weli 
as for immediate steps to expel the Turks from Persian territory. ‘The Petition having 
deen submitted to the Shah by the President the previous day, His Majesty’s reply was 
read, which promised redress and immediate action. 

A part of the Constitution was tead, and subsequently the Kermanshah case was 
discussed, 

Saturday, September 28.—A Petition to the Shah was read which had been addressed 
to him by the principal notabilities, including practically all those who had up till. then 
licen classed as reactionaries. ‘The document is remarkable for its outspoken tone, and 
declares that its signatories are determined to uphold the Constitution and to obey the 
National Assembly. 1t invites the Shah to maintain the Constitution and to uphold the 
authority of the Deputies of the nation. It dwells upon the dunger to His Majesty. of a 
contrary course, and states that, unless His Majesty is willing to listen to theiv petition, 
lie must no lonzer look upon them as Government servants, as they intend, in thiat case, 
to leave His Majesty to deal with the situation single-handed, ‘The Shah's reply, whieh, 
was also read, assured them of his sincerity and good-will, and entire accord with the 

ational Assembly. The Notables, having expressed their desire (o attend the House, 
were regeived with great acclamation. ‘Ihe members of the Foreign Olfice, who were on 
strike, also attended. Congratulatory speeches were delivered by Members of the House, 
and much enthusiasiy was shown, 

Sunday, September 2:).—The Constitution was read, and subsequently the suppression 
of one of the more violent of the ‘Tehran newspapers was discussed, Iv was decided to 
suspend the paper temporarily, chiefly for having published violent articles against. the 
‘Yurkish Government. 

‘he House sat Sunday evening, Monday evening, and ‘Tuesday morning to discuss 
the Constitution, whieh was opposed at every point by the clerical party, and defended 
with great ability by Taki Zadek, Vosouk-e-Dowleh, Mosteshar-ed-Dowleh, and Abdul 
Hassan Khan, ‘There were many points which the clerical party, headed by the two. 
chief Mujteheds, strongly objected to, ns thoy realized that their power Was seriously 
menaced, 

Tuesday, October 1.—Tt having been arranged that tle Notables should attend a full 
public sitting in the afternoon to subscribe the oath of allegiance to the National 

bly, the Shah deputed Saad-ed-Dowleh (the Foreign Minister) to eall beforehand 
© President and torbid the proceedings. A stormy interview ensued, but. the 
President showed much firmness, and Saudsed-Dowleh was oblized to report: to his 
master that his mission had entirely failed. ‘he Shal then sont two trusted 
Chamberlains, who achieved no greater success, ‘The President dealt with the Shal's 
emissaries single-handed, and so far the public is unaware of what occurred in the 
President’s room. ‘The Notables attended the House in a body at 4 v.st., and took the 
oath of allegiance on the Koran in a most solemn manner, ‘The form of oath, which 
tad heen carefully drawn up beforehand, was read out by one of the Members, Iv 
Aeclares solemn allegiance to the Constitution (the aetual word being used) and to the 
National Assembly, It states that the person taking the outli lays all his power, 
influence, and worldly possessions at the disposal of the nation, and yous eternal fidelity 
to the national cause. In ease of breach of faith it declares that it will be lawful to 
seize all the property of the signatory. ‘The Notables presented themselves in turn 
at the table, and, kissing the Koran, took the oath in the presence of the highest 
ecclesiastical authority in Trak Ajem, ic., Seyed Abdullah, near whom were seated the 
other great Mujteheds, His Highness Jellal-ed-Dowleh, the Zil-es-Sultan's eldest son, 
Nas the first to take the cath, which was marked by loud cheers, ‘The following names 
Lill be recognized as those of persons so far elassod as inveterate reactionaries : 
Sepalidar (Minister of Telegraphs), Vezir Makhsous (lately Governor of ‘Vehran), Ala- 
«d-Dovlehi (ex-Governor of Fars, and brother of the President), Amir Behadur Jang 
favourite of the late Shuh), ‘These any many others took the oath of allegiance amid 
veat applause, 
«ay lie public was then excluded, and the Deputies discussed the general situation 
Sith the Notables, ‘The Turkish aggression and the want of money were the principal 
Points under discussion, 
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Weduenday, October 2—A special sitting was held with closed doors, at which 
Sand-ed-Dowleh, the Foreign Minister, attended. A list of the expenses of the Royal 
Household. was first considered, It showed that the Shah’s yearly requirements 
amounted to 1,200,000 tomans (240,000), ‘The Assembly decided to refer the 
Hatement to the Finance Committee, but agreed for the present to allow the Shah an 
‘advance of 20,0000,, of which it was stated he had already drawn half. 

Saad-ed-Dowleh then presented the note addressed to him by the British and 
Russian Legations on the 24th September, inclosing a. translation of the Anglo-Russian 
Agreement, which it was decided to read in Committee, He made a short speech, 
sketching the history of the Agreement as far as the Persian Government was 
concerned, ‘The House asked him to lay before them a draft of the note he proposed 
to seni to the two Legations on the subject in reply, which he promised to do. ‘The 
Turkish advance on Baneh, which had just been reported, was then discussed. ‘The 
Foreign Minister was violently attacked, and somewhat excitedly retorted that these 
questions catnot be dealt with by the Assembly, and that the only result of constant 
public abuse of the Government would be to retard a settlement indefinitely. |The 
President said that the Roreign Minister lost his temper because his staff had struck, 
and it was not to be wondered ay that the allairs of the Foreign Ministry were in 
suspense when the whole staf refused to serve. Smad-ei-Dovleh made a long speech in 
his own defence, but was called upon from all sides of the House to resign. He 
continued his defence, but when loud cries of “Resign, resign 1” were again repeated, 
hie completely lost control of his temper and declared that he would rather die than 
lo x0, 

"ihe President was sent for hy the Shah during the course of the afterigon, and 
the same evening Saad-ed-Dowlch was dismissed, and Ala-es-Sultaneh was reappointed 
Foreign Ministe 

Phursilay, Oc ‘he Constitution was under discussion and was being hotly 
contested by the clerical and secular parties, ‘The Zilees-Sultan, who was present, 
socing that the debate geow excited, rose to take his leave, stating that he hail come to 
(xpress his unanimity with the House, The Mujteheds rose, but the President and all 
the Members remained seated, ‘Ihe discussions regarding the Constitution continued, 
‘id grew more and more heated, until a climax was reached when Seyed Abdallah, 
Over n very trivial technical point, insisted that he should have his way notwithstanding, 
i majority of Deputies against him. ‘The members ros y, and the sitting was 
Adjourned, Loud eries oF disapproval were raised against th tion of the 
Tender of the clerical party, The excitement was quelled with difficulty, but Seyed 
Abiullah did not think it safe to leave the House, ‘The leading members joined the 
President in. his private room to discuss the position. ‘The House reassembled! later in 
tiie day, anid got over the difficult passage in the Constitution by a compromise, 

ihe Ministersand Notables attended at 4 v.at,, when Ala-es-Sultanel, who bad bien 
reappointed Roreign Minister, was introduced. 

Hike public was then exehided, and the Turkish encroachments were again brought 
up. ‘he disenssious were long and wearisome, but it was decided to apne 
Mohtashem-cs-Sultaneh (Minister designate to England) as Persian Consmissioner to 
proceed to Uimia, Tt was also thought desirable to remove Karman Parma from the 
Host of Governor-General of Azerbaijan, ay well as to replace the officials on the whole 
NurcuePersian horder,  Mohtasheniees-Sultaneh, vho was present, accepted the post ot 
Commissioner, and promised to draw up a draft programme for submission to the 
House, When the House rose at 10 vst, the Members and the Notables were cheered 
Dy tle public, and the tivo Mujteheds also received an ovation as they left the House. 

Saturday, October >, Public reading of Anglo-Russian tgreement —Ut was arranged 
in Committee that the public reading of the Agreement, which had been fixed for that 
day, should not be followed by any unmeasured hostile criticism, ‘The rank and file 
tvore usstired that there was nothing in the Agreement in any way detrimental to the 
public interest. It was agreed that speeches on the subject should only be made by: « 
Chosen number of the principal members, who bad prepared their speeches beforehand. 
Whe Agreement was therefore read in perfect silence, marks passed upon it 
were mioderate in tone, 

Prince Assadullal Mirza, who has spent many years in England and spoke quite 
spontaneously, spoke at some length on the subject, saying that implicit confidence 
ould be placad in the Liberal Government of Great Brittin and in the peaceful policy 
of His Majesty the King. His speech was cheered in some quarters, Another Englisli- 
speaking Member, whose opinions carry some weight in the House, said that the 
‘Agreement appeared to be umobjectionable, but they should refer to the history of other 
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countries to realize its potentialities, He concluded by saying that the Persian nation 
certainly did not expect their great and friendly neighbours, the British, to. make such 
an Agreement with Russia when-the Persians had just obtained a Constitution and had 
embarked upon internal reforms with the hope of becoming strong and civilized, 

The matter vas then dropped, and various other matters were discussed, ineluding 
the general question of “bast.” [twas proposed that the system of taking: sanctuary 
shoul be put an end to, and in this connection the case of Haji Malek-ot-Tujjar, who 
is still in refuge at the Russian Legation, was quoted, Some of the Members deplored 

wnreasonable attitude assumed by the Russians in this matter, and quoted the 
action of the British Minister in a similar ease when Salar-ed-Dowleh took refuge at the 
British Consulate at Kermanshah, ‘They thought the Russian Minister would do well to 
imitate the good example of his British colleague, 

His Majesty’s Charzé d’Affaires called on the President in the afternoon, and 
showed him a telegram he had received from Sir Edward Groy, repeating the 
instruetions given to His Majesty's Ambassador at Constantinople to make the most 
urgent representations to the Sulfan respecting the continued presence of ‘Turkish 
troops in Persian territory. At a special afternoon sitting the President informed the 
House of the substance of this telegram, which had a very good effect. 

Sunday, October 6.—The case of Salar Mufakham, who, having heen found guilty 
of complicity in the sale of Persian women to the ‘Turkomans, had heen put in prison, 
was disenssed. ‘The prisoner craved permission to be allowed to redeem the women, 

__ News having been received of further activity on the part of Buyuk Khan, the son 
of Rahim Khan, whose action led to the disorders of the 25th and 26th May, as 
described at the time, it vas decided to threaten Rahim Khan, who i till in chains at 
Tehran, with further punishment if his sou did nob behave himself, 
| Mesdayy October deputation waited on the Shah with the completed 
Constitution for His Majesty's signature, ‘The deputation consisted of the President, the 
ex-President, and three other Members, incliding Taki Zuteh, who went at the Shab's 
special request, His Majesty desiring to see the prominent Deputy. of whom he had 
Heard so much, 'The Shah signed the Constitution without any demur. ‘The document, 
which is entitled “Supplementary Articles to the Fundamental Laws of the Persian 
Constitution, signed by His late Majesty the 30th December, 1906," contains 107 
Ailes, copy mas eupplied to the Legation on the gh Getobor, but ennnot be 


anslated in full in time for the bag leaving on the 11th October, A brief summary 
its contents is, however, appended hierewith, 


Finance Committee, 


‘The Finance Committee of the National Assembly has sat regularly during the 
whole month, and has been busily occupied with the Budget, A full account of its 
labours is not yet obtainable, but it is known that the Committee intends to make 
i financial reforms, including the reduction of pensions, particularly those given 
to the Shab’ near relations, ‘The total list of pensions is said o amount to 2,200,000 
whereas the total maximum revenue is estimated at 1,600,001, including land taxes and 
customs, ‘The Assembly is endeavouring to balance the reventie and expenditure, 


General Remarks, 


‘The new President, Phtesham-es.Sultanch, has gained great popularity. by his 


great energy and strength of character, He has shown complete fearlessness uth of 
the Shah and of the Mujteleds. He has used his influence with his brother, the 
reactionary Ala-ed-Dowleh, and with his relative the Amir Azam (nephew of the 
ex-Grand Vizier Ain-ed-Dowleh) to bring about an amalgamation of the reactionary 
jarty and the Assembly, He has lieen in office barely a month, but in that time his 
done more to enhance the prestige of the House and to make it a working institution 
than was done by his predecessor in the preceding ten months, He, however, shows 
signs of arrogating to himself a greater measure of executive power than would seem 
wite under the circumstances, 

‘he conflict between the secular and ecclesiastical parties has been acute, but the 
Intees have stn iHelyitory Clough ts) (only rove (allure nomianl Se eal 
tan than the President would no doubt have submitted to the dietation of the grat 
Mujtehieds, C 


A determined effort was made by the Shah to undermine the power of the Assembly 
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by appointing Saad-e-Dowleh to the post of Minister of Forcign Affairs, knowing him 
br quite ‘unnordpulGdy an Wadyinatruniont Co carry obt. bis Uosigus! “Fle! was, 
however, dismissed within three weeks. Ber” ae i 
‘The Assembly has shown considerable tact in dealing with the Anglo-Russian 
Agreement and with other questions of foreign policy which have arisen during 
the month, zi es 
Whereas at the end of August the Assembly seemed to be in a dangerous position, 
it is now stronger than ever, The financial question remains to be dealt with, though 
it romains to be seen how far the labours of the Finance Committee haye been 
pructical, and whether it will he possible for the Assembly to carry out their 


recommendations, (Bigaca) @, ® @anei 


Supplement to Proceedings of Assembly. 


‘Thursday, October 10, 1907. 
Sultaneli wer at the sitting, : : 
the Ru itish Legations respecting the Anglo-Russian Agreement, ‘The 
Foreign Minister replied that the matter was still under consideration. One of the 
meinbers pointed out that the ‘Times? correspondent had telegraphed to his paper 
that the Persian Government had approved the Agreement, and asked the Foreign 
Minister if this were the ease, to whieh a reply was given in thi Mohtashem- 
csSultanch then insisted that a suilable foree should ho supplied and arrangements 
made for its payment and equipment before he started as Commissioner to Urmia, 
‘The President. wus strongly against warlike preparations of any kind, which, he said, 
might precipitate an armed conflict with ‘Turkey when every endeavour should be made 
to settle the difference ina peaceful manner, ‘The President’s insistence, however, was 
‘apparently unavailing, ‘The Governor-General of ‘Tabreez was then strongly eritieized 
by the President and some of the Deputies. ie is aie 

A secret sitling was held later at which the members of the Rinance Committee 
attended, ‘The question of dispatching troops to accompany Mohtashent-es-Sultanch 
wns again diseused, ‘oreign Minister was asked his. opinion, and supported 

Sullanch’s demand, The President continued to strongly oppose it. 
‘Phe appointment hy the French Government of a Financial Adviser was announced by 
the Minister, and the proposed contract was read, and did not arouse an 
opposition. ‘The case of Malvkect-Vujiar in refuge at the Russian Legation was th 
diseuised, Tho Koveign Minister produced @ note froin the British Legation dealing 
With the steps taken hy His Majesty's Aumbassador at Constantinople, The Presi 
and other members espressod great satisfaction, 


Supplementiry <Artictes (o the Buidamental Luirs of the Persian Constitution, signed by 
° His late Majesty December 30, 1906. 


walt October 8, 1907.) 
(Abstract Uranslatis —— 
General. 


Article 1. Respecting official religion, 

Mae Nocti cae asedl by Assembly whieh are contrary to those of 
Islam, ‘The Uloma will decide what is contrary to the laws of Islam; Council of 
‘Wlemia, not less than five persons, to represent the clorzy at Medjliss. 

Art, 8. Respecting the boundaries of provinces and districts. 

‘Art, 4, Capital of Persia is Tehran, 

Jescription of Hag 

Tile ah Droperty of foreigners residing in Persia to be respected and 
so long as they do not infringe the laws of the country. 

‘The Constitution eannot be abrogated. 


7 
‘The Rights of the Nation. 


Art, 8. Persian subjects will have equal rights before the Government laws, 

Art. 9. Every individual subject will enjoy protection for his life, property, house, 
and honour, and no one may be arrested excepting in the manner prescribed by law. 

Art. 10. No one may be arrested, unless for a crime or for a serious offence, 
without a witten warrant signed by a Chief Justice according to law, in which Inter 
ease the accusation must be declare 

Arts. 11 and 12, Respecting trials and judgments, 

Art, 13, Inviolability of domicile. 

Art. 14, No person to be exiled unless by process of law, 

‘Art. 15. Regarding landed property. 

Arts, 16 and 17, Regarding the sequestration ot property, 

Art 18, Regarding education, Acquisition of all seientife: knowledge permitted, 
excepting that which is forbidden by the laws of Islam, 

Art, 19. Institution of Government colleges and compulsory education to be 
according to Regulations of Ministry of Education, 

Art. 20. Freedom to publish all manner of literature excepting that which iy 
contrary to morals or detrimental to Islam. Reference to press laws, 

Art, 21, Assemblies or Committees which are not calculated to cause cither 
religious or civil disturbances are permitted all over Persia, but the members must not 
be armed. Laws to be drawn up on subject. Public meetings in public places must 
submit to police regulations, 

Art, 22, Postal packets to be exempt from all censure, 
Art, 23, Non-interference with telegrams, 
Jang. ATt 24: Foreign subjects may become Persian subjects in accordance with separate 
laws. 

Att. veriment officials may be prosecuted for dereliction of duty without 
special sanction of their official superiors, with the exception of the Ministers, who will 
be amenable to separate laws, 


‘The Powers of the State, 


Art. 20. The powers of the State emanate from its nationals. ‘The way in whieh 
those powers are wielded is defined by the Constitution, 
Art. £7. ‘The power of the State is divided into three categories :— 


(1.) The power of making laws, whieh is invested in the Shah, the National 
Assembly, and the Senate, each of which may make laws, which will only become 
operative if they are not contrary to the laws of Islam, are approved of by the two 
Houses, and obtain the signature of the Shab. But the making of laws relating to the 

e and expenditure of the State is the prerogative of tho National Assombly, 
‘The interpretation and commentary on the avs is the pretogative of the National 
Assembly. 
(2) The power to ronder judgments ix vested in the ecclesiastical Judges. in 
siastical cases and in the civil Judges in civil cases, 
ig the law into effect, which is vested in the Crown, 
to say, the laws will he carried out through the Ministers in the name of the 
Sovereign, according to lays, 


Rights of the Members of Assembly, 
Art. 30. Members of both Houses represent the whole nation and not merely the 
classes who elveted them, or the district which elected them, 
Arts 31 to 34, Relating to the duties and rights of the Members of buth Houses, 


Rights of the Sovereign of Persia. 


Art. 35. Sovereignty is a trast which is bestowed by the nation upon the Sovereign, 
(Note: when signing the document the Shah added after the word “bestowed” the 
words “by the grace of God.) 

Art. 36. The limited Monarchy of Persia will be maintained in the person. of 
Mohammed Ali Shah and his male progeny, 

Art. 37. Regarding tle suecession, 
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Art, 38. Regarding the appointment: by the two Houses of a Regent in case the 
Valiahd, on coming to the throne, should be under 18 years of age, ; 

‘Art, 39, Oath to be taken by Shah at the National Assembly in presence of 
Members of Senate, before coronation, undertaking to protect independence of Persia 
and to observe the fundamental constitutional laws. 

Art. 40, Oath to he taken in ease of Regency. ue 

Art 41, Both Houses to assemble in ease of death of Sovereign. 

Art, 44, The Sovereign has no responsibility, which rests with his M 

Ait, 45, The Sovereign's rescripts can only be carried out if countersigned by the 
responsible Minister. ‘ et ae 

Art, 46, Appointment of Ministers vested in Sovereign, 

Art. 47, Granting of decorations and orders vested in Sovereign, 

Art. 48. Rospecting the appointment of lesser officials. 3 

‘Art, 50. Supreme command of military aud naval forces vested in Sovereign. 

‘Art. 51, Declaration of war and conclusion of peace is vested in the Sovereign. 

‘Att, 52, ‘Treaties which it may be necessary to keep secret in accordance with 
Article 24 of the Fundamental Laws of the 30th December, 1906, will be communicated 
to the National Assembly when it is no longer necessary to maintain secrecy, 

‘Art, 63, No secret clause in apy ‘Treaty will cancel the published clauses of the 
same ‘Treaty. iain % 

Art, 54, Power of Sovereign to convene special sitting of either House, 

Art, 65, Regarding minting of coin. . 

Art, 66, The expenses of the Royal Household must be defined by law. 

‘Art. 67, The power and freedom of the Sovereign is limited to that which has been 
defined in the prosent Constitutional Laws, 


Regarding the Ministers. 


Art, 68, No person can be appointed Minister unless he is a Moslem and a Persian 
subject, ¥ sas . 

‘Att. 69, No Prince who is cither a son, brother, or uncle of the reigning Sovereign 
can be appointed a Minister. 2 

‘Art. 60, ‘The Ministers are responsible to the Assembly, and must attend whenever 
called upon to do x0, ; 

Art. 61, Joint responsibility of Cabinet towards Assembly. 

‘Art, 62, Number of Ministers to be fixed by law. 

Art, 63, ‘The honorary title of Minister to be abolished, , ; x 

‘Art. O4, ‘The Ministers may not shirk responsibility by quoting the Sovereign's 
commands, cither written or verbal. : - 

Art, 65, ‘The National Assembly may impeach the Ministers. 4 

‘Att. G6, The responsibility of Ministers and their punishment will be defined 
by law, : ape 

Art. 67, Shoulil the National Assembly or the Senate, by the vote of a majority, 
express disapproval of the Cabinet or of an individual Minister, the Cabinet or the 
‘Minister must be removed, a 

Art, 68, ‘Che Ministers must not undertake any other duties. 

‘Arts, 69 and 70, Regarding the impeachment of Ministers. 


‘The Powers of the Tribunals. 


Arts, 71 to $9, Relating to procedure of Courts. 


Reyarding the Provincial Assemblies. 


Art, 90. ‘The establishment of Provincial Assemblies aecording to separate regu- 
lations. 

Art, 91, Members to be clected by people. : L- 

‘Art. 2, Provincial Assemblies are empowered to exercise complete supervision over 
public aifairs of the provines, in accordance with separate Regulations. 4 

Art, 3, Statement of revenue and expenditure of provinces to be printed and 
published by respective Provincial Assemblies, 


78. 


Regarding the Finances. 


Art. 94. No taxes may be levied unless in accordance with law. 

Art. 95. Exemption from taxes to be fixed by lav. 

Art, 96, Incidence of taxation to be fixed by vote every year by the Assembly, 

Art. 97. Regarding taxation, there will be no differentiation among persons, 

Art. 98. Rebates of taxation will be fixed by law, 

Art. 99. No taxes will be levied other than those fixed by law. 

Art. 100. No salaries or gratuities will be paid out of the Government Treasury 
excepting that which is fixed by Inv. 

Arts, 101 to 103, Respecting the collection of taxes. 


The Army, 


Art. 104, Conseription and military promotion to be fixed by law, 

Art. 105. The army vote to pass the National Assembly, 

Art, 106. No foreign soldiers will be allowed to serve the Government, and they 
nill not be allowed either to reside in any part of the country or to pass through or into 
the country, excepting in accordance with the laws, 

Art, 107, The salaries, or rank, or decorations of soldiers may not be withdrawn 
excepting in accordance with the laws. 


(Initialled) GuPac. 
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Mr, Marling (o Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 28,) 


(No. 282.) 
Sir, ‘Tehran, October 11, 1907, 
MLE French Minister has been so good as to inform me that his Government 
have selected M. Bizot as Financial Adviser to the Persian Government, M. Bizot is 
at present an “Inspecteur des Finances,’ and is described to M, do la Martinidre ay 1 

i of great ability, whose wide experience should specially qualify him for work in 

sia, 

M. de Ia Martiniére said he had been considering how best tlie conditions desired 
by the Russian Government in connection with the appointment of the Financial 
Adviser could be secured, and he thought that the most effective means would. he that 
M. Bizot should be placed under the control of the French Legation, With this object 
he proposed that the contract for M. Bizot’s engagement should be made not. betweon 
that gontleman and the Bersian Representative in Paris, but between himself aud the 
Persian Minister for Roreign Affairs. ‘This in itself would reserve to the French 
Government a dogree of control over M. Bizot, so that it would be impossible for him 
to play a political rOle as did M. Naus, He had drawn up a draft contract, which he 
had already submitted to the Ala-cs-Sultanch. It. states simply that M, Bizot is 
placed by the French Government at the disposal of that of Persia for the purposo of 
advising them in taking measures to place the finances of Persia on a sound basis, and 
that in case of need he will undertake the negotiation of financial operations abroad. 
The contract is for two years, but if six months before its expiration the contract is 
not renewed, or notice of non-renewal is not given, the contract is to remain in force, 
‘The salary is 50,000 fr., with an allowance of 1,200 tomans for house rent, ‘ravelli 
expenses will be borne by the Persian Government, In case ill-health should oblige 
M. Bizot to leave Persia, the French Government undertake to send another gentleman 
to replace him, 

M. de la Martiniéxe said he had purposely drawn up the draft in vague terms, as 
it would obviously be impossible to make mention in it of the Russian desiderata 
that the Financial Adviser should not assist in the raising of a foreign loan without 
the knowledge and consent of the Russian Government, or in the formation of the 
National Bank. ‘The contract must be submitted to the Assembly to wliom hoth 
conditions would give offence, more especially the second, as great hopes wero founded 
on the arrival of the Financial Adviser. 

The real safeguard, however, would be furnished by the “ lettre de service,” which 
Would be given to M. Bizot by ‘the French Government. before his departure trom 
Paris, and in which he would be instructed that he was under the direction of the 
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French Legation here, and further that it would be his duty constantly to consult the 
wishes of the British and Russian Legations. 

I told M, de la Martiniére that so far as I was aware His Majesty’s Government 
had raised no objections to the Russian views, but that I would at once inform you of 
his proposals, which appeared to me calculated to secure the conditions which the 
Russian Government had formulated. ‘The only criticism which I had to offer was 
that the German Government would probably sce in the arrangement, the prac 
effects of which must inevitably come to their knowledge as soon as M. Bizot 1 
on his duties, the seed of a financial control “A trois,” one of the parties to w! 
viz. Kranee, had no greater financial interest in this country than Germany. On the 
other hand the fact that M. Bizot’s contract is only for two years would rob German 
objections of much of their force. 

M. de la Martiniére thought that the position could easily be explained to the 
satisfaction of Germany, and that to anticipate difficulties which might never arise 
way the surest way to creato them, Ie begged me to use any influence I could to get 
the draft contract, necepted as it stood, and I shall take an carly opportunity of 
speaking to the Minister for Roreign Atfairs on the subject. 

Sinco writing the above I have learnt that the contract was read to the Assembly 
in a private sitting yesterday, but no discussion of it took place. 

T havo, &e, 
(Signed) CHARLES M. MARLING, 





(35501) No, 122, 
Mr. Marling to Sir Ediward Grey,—(Received October 28.) 
(No, 288.) 
Sin, Tehran, Ocloter 10, 1907. 
I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith the usual summary of events in Persia 


during the past four weeks, which has heen prepared by Captain Stokes and 
Mr, Churchill, 


ARLES M. MARLING, 
Inclosure in No. 122, 


No. 11.—Monthly Summary of Events in Persia, 


ran, 


‘PHS Mushir-ed-Dowleh died very suddenly on the sir of the 13th September, 


A report was immediately spread that he had éen poisoned, nnd the Shah was suspected, 
The Legation doctor was ealled in, but arrived after life was extinct, and was told by the 
native doctor in attendance that the Mushir had died of heart disease. He, however, 
made no examination, and there is now no means of verifying the truth of the report of 
foul play, which, moreover, seems to be unlikely 

natn Kuli Mirza, the Governor of Urmia, was appointed about the 20th September 
to be Chief Persian Delegate on the Turco-Persian Frontier Commission,  Mohtashe ne 
es-Sultanch was appointed on the Srd Qetober, Reuter’s correspondent at ‘Tehran 
telegraphed that Amir Behadur had been appointed, but this was a mistake ; he merely 
volunteered to proceed to the frontier in a military eapacity, 

3, the joint action of the staff of the Foreign Otlice in protesting against the newly- 
appointed Foreign Minister, which ended in the dismissil of the latter on the 2nd 
etober, is fully reported upon in a separate despateh, 

4. On the 27th September the Princes and civil and military offieials of note, who 
had up till then formed the reactionary sented an ultimatum to the Shah 
declaring their adhesion to the Constitution anit the National Assembly, and threatening 
to sever all connecsion with the ‘Throne should his Majesty not co-operate with the 
National party, His Majesty's Minister hat a farewell audience of the Shah the 
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following day, when he presented Mr. Marling, the Chargé d’Affaires, and found His 
Majesty in a very bad humour, 

5. The Tehran “Habl-ul-Matin,” which started a series of articles on the Anglo- 
Russian Agreement on the 9th September, continued to publish daily articles on, the 
subject until the 16th September. ‘The first two or three were undoubtedly inspired by 
Saad-ed-Dowleh, and showed some knowledge of the complex subject, but the subse- 
quent articles were not written so well. Another paper called the “'Tamaddun” pub. 
shed a similar article on the 7th September, but, more engrossing local topics having 
arisen, the campaign ceased until the text of te Anglo-Russian Agreement. was 
published. The “ Habl-ul-Matin” again referred to the matter on the 7th September, 
and the following day published the full text of the Agreement as telegraphed ont by 
Reuter’s Agency. It also published the Persian translation of the part of the Agrecient 
relating to Persia, as supplied by His Majesty's Legation to the Persia Government, 
together with the covering letter of the 24th September. ‘The newspaper's comments 
are somewhat bitter in tone, On the whole the Agreement has been well received in 
Tehran, but telegrams were received on the 9th October from Seistan and Shiraz 
reporting considerable local excitement on the subject, 

6. Sheikh Fazlullah, the Mujtehed who retired to an adjoining shrine in protest 
against the Assembly, returned quietly to Tehran a few days after the assassination of 
the Mtabek. ‘This is generally ascribed to the Shah as an attempt to throw the blame 
on the Inte Atabek for his activity. On the 17th September the official organ of the 
Assembly, the  Medjliss” newspaper, published a series of questions put to the Assembly 
by the clergy regarding the interpretation of the words “constitutionalism” and 

iberty,” which are now so frequently used. ‘The Assembly replied that the laws ol 
the Prophet were eternal, and were not susceptible of change, “ Constitutionalism ” 
was described as being “the protection of the rights of the people, the limitation of the 
powers of the Sovereign, and the defining of the duties of the Government officials, 
implying the abolition of despotism,” “As to “liberty,” it meant freedom to. yive 
expression to opinions on watters concerning the common weal, in order that the people 
should not, as in the past, be held under the yoke of tyranny and despotism, and that 
they should be able to: demand and obtain those rights which God! had ordained for 
them, ‘These pronouncements were mae in order to dispel the evil effects of the 
reactionary propaganda of Sheikli Fazlullah and his followers, 

7. There has heen a considerable increase of crime and robbery in. the capital of 
Ite, An clderly French woman was brutally murdered in her ovn hotse by some 
soldiers. A wealthy merchant was attacked at night in his own house by a gang of 
nwked robbers, who, after gagging and tying him up, robbed him of every article of 
value in the house, ‘The Shah’s grooms took n mumber of Mussulinan women by force 
into the Shah's stables, and refused to open the doors when Aluced-Dowlch, who was 
informed of the occurrence, demanded entrance in ordir to resewe the women, Some 
aluable brocades were stolen from one of the Shah's country houses while His Majesty 
nas in residence there, Several Huropeans have been the violins of common bursluts, 
neluding two members of His Majesty's Legation, 

8. Prince Dabija, Russian Consul-General at Ispalian, is at ‘Tehran on his way back 
to his post, but the road being in the hands of a determined gang of highway robbers, 
who have now actually pitched their tents on the road, Prince Dabija’ has beet 
detained at Tehran until such time as arrangements ean he made to insure his wate 
passage, 

9 ‘The new German college was formally opened on the Sth instant, when 500 
invitations were issued, Rather more than half that number attended, . ‘Che sehool 
has already been working for two or three months, and about 100 Persian. boys 
ittend. "There are two German teachers and a number of Persians employed. One tt 
the German teachers is described as being particularly capable, and ood results are 
Teported. Several of the Persian pupils already speak a little German, 

10. On the Gth instant, the fortieth day after the assassination. of the Atabekei- 
Azani, a great demonstration was made at the graveside of Abbas Agha, the murderer, 
who committed suicide, ‘Tents were pitched, and it is said about 15,000. persons 
collected. Speeches were delivered extolling the murderer of the Alabek as a ‘patriot 
jlo had died for the good of his country. Large quantities of lowers were placed on 
the grave, 

11. The French Government have appointed & Financial Adviser named M. Bizot to 
Proceed to Teliran, in accordance with the jest of the Persian Government. His 
Contract has been drawn up by the French Minister, and is for two years at the rate of 
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50,000 fr. a-year and 3,000 ir. travelling expenses, as well as 1,300 fr. ayear 
house-rent. ‘The draft contract was submitted to the House on the 10th instant at a 
secret Session, 

(Signed) G. P, CHURCHILL. 


Tavreez. 


1, The situation continues fairly quict. The Governor-General is popular aud 
continues to co-operate with the local Assembly. He insists on the policing of the town 
cing Jeft to him, ‘The soldiers get proper rations and have decent uniforms, and the 
Government ferrashes are paid regularly by the Assembly. ‘The President told His 
Majesty's Chargé W’Affaires that this was the result of the action of the ‘Telran 
Assembly, and that the Governor-General was weak and incompetent, and would have to 
be removed, 

2, Forty-three cases of rifle ammunition for the Russian consular guard were 
stoppeil at Julla by the local Assembly on the ground that no consular guard required 
so many, ‘The Goyeror tried to get them through, but failed, ‘The question was 
subsequently taken up by the ‘Tehran Assembly. 

3. A large number of revolutionaries of Khoi marched into the Maku district, 
intending to kill Bkbal-es-Sultanch, the Governor, ‘The latter attacked and defeated 
them, killing, it is suid, 200. 

‘Mhe Governor-General and the Assembly have sent a Commission to investigate the 
matter, 


Resht, 


In consequence of cholera being reported at Astara, the Governor established 
quarantine at Bnzelli under Persian control, Until then quarnntine there had always 
Hivon under Russian control, ‘Tho Persians have also established an effective control 
over the Customs at Enzeli, ‘They haye replaced by a Persian a Russian Customs 
canployé who was in charge of the Russian Caspian Sea fisheries exportations, and who 
‘vay suispected of being partial to Messrs, Lianozoff's interests, 


Meshed. 


1, ‘he local Assembly is quiescent, but is talking of military reforms,  Khorassan 
is, generally speaking, quiet. ‘Che Russians are keeping very quiet, and this is said to 
be due to M. de Klemmie’s bad health, 

2, M. Duhein has complained against the Seistan frontier officer to ‘Tehran, 
asserting that he is a tool of the English. , 

4, Bifty-four boxes of ammunition are said to be on their way to the Russian 
Consul-General at Meshed, 

1. M. Yakovleff, the now Russian dragoman, has arrived at Meshed. 

5, The Persian post has been robbed between Kain and Birjand. 


‘Purlit-ieHayderi. 


1, ‘The Russian Cossack eseort at Karez has been inereased from six to eleven. 

2) ‘The Russians haye now abandoned the pretence that they are not managing the 
sanitary cordon; and the Mirzas at the eight posts will now report direct to Captain Yass 
instead of to the Persian official, who, with his Cossacks, has now withdrawn. 


Ispahon. 


1. ‘There appears to be growing digeontent against the local Assembly, which passes 
Decrees which are never carried out, ‘The Governor has repeatedly sent in his resigna- 
tion, but it has not been accepted, 

2, The Aghas are said to have telegraphed to the National Assembly demanding 
war against Turkey and offering the services of 20,000 volunteers. ‘The latter continue 
to drill, but their enthusiasm is waning, 

3, The President of the National Assembly told His Majesty's Chargé d’A\faires 
that it would eventually be found necessary to summon the Aghas to ‘Tehran, and to 
replace the present weak Governor. It is to be hoped that this will be done soon, as the 
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Governor has informed His Majesty's Consul-General, in connection with the supply of 
guards for the protection of telegraph line inspectors, that he cannot guarantee their 
safety, as he is not Governor at all, the Aghas being in charge of the province, 

4. The Persian telegraph office has been closed by the people to compel the 
Government to insure the safety of the roads, which continte to be infested by robbers. 


Yezd. 


A caravan has been robbed on the Kerman road, The road guards had one killed 
and five wounded in the skirmish, 


Kun, 


‘The forcible removal of the guardian of the shrine has led to disorder and bloodshed, 


A number of people took refuge at the British telegraph office, but the situation scems 
to be calmer now. 


Seistan and Kain. 


1. The Director of Customs, M. Duhem, states that he has fined the Customs Miva 
at Girdeh 10 krans, ‘This man was reported for assaulting a servant of the British 
Consulate. 

_ 2 ‘The Heshmet-ul-Mulk was reported to be about to return to Seistan as Governor 
of Seistan and Kain, It will be remembered that his half-brother, Shaukat-ul-Mulk, is 
Governor of Kain. His Majesty's Consul was asked his views on this matter by His 
Majesty’s Minister, and replied that the return of the Heshmet should be prevented. 
‘he necessary steps have been taken as reported elsewhere, 


Kerman, 


‘The local Assembly elections led to disturbances anit to a crowd of people taking: 
refuge at the British telegraph office. ‘Nhe matter was settled at the end of September, 


Kermanshah, 


my The town continues disturbed; robbery and murder are of daily occurrence, 
Fever is very prevalent, ‘The Manager and Aceountant of the Imperial Bank, who had 
lately arrived, are both down with typhoid, 


Shiraz, 


‘The Nizam-es-ultanch continues Governor of Fars and appears to be 
maintaining order fairly well, though the roads continue to be somewhat unsafe, ‘The 


teas lea from the Residency courier have been recovered, and compensition las 
been paid. 


Bushire, 


‘The new Governor, Darya Beggi, has arrived and has taken up his duties, ‘the 
late Governor, Said-cs-Sultaneh, was robbed of all his travelling equipment on his way 
notth, ‘The new Governor stated to His Majesty’s Acting Resident that all the ports 
of the Gulf without, exception hnd now been included in his Governorship. He has, 
however, re-established the illegal tax on transport called * raldari 


Bunder Abbas. 


1. Anew Director of Customs has been appointed to replace the objectionable 
official of whom His Majesty's Legation had seriously complained, a 

2. The Russian Consul has been for some time in the hills, and his activity, and 
that of his spies, has therefore ceased for the present, 
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Lingaht 


i rector dares not leave 
Phe entire Customs Department staff have resigned, and the Director dares no 
HATESIGs. Tuste Miees boca’ saute WoueaTover Whe Joel Amenbiy is whieh the 
ean ee: : i K 
Director of Customs, who is a Persian, re ee aeeeeren 
= Military Attache. 
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Mr, Marling to Sir Eiiward Grey.—(Received October 28.) 
a) Tehran, October 11, 1901 
f it to yi ewith copies Nos. 36 to 38, ine 
HAVE the honour to transinit to you herewith copies 
of te diary of Captain Smyth, Miltary Attaché at Mea. 
have, &e. a, 
(Signed) GIARLES M, MARLING. 


Tnclosure in No, 123. 


No, 80:—Diary of Captain Smyth for week ending September 7, 1907. 


Summary of News. 
(Sooret) ' . 
‘VASHKEN'T reports arrival of 200 recruits, Pe bye 
‘vuilent reports arrival of Government of Rerghana at Tashkent, probaly 
take up his appointment as Governor of Semirechia, , 
Be ete GH URGE aul ma esnivraeol el the rank of Lieutenant Genera 
4, As cholera is spreading in Baku, quarantine has been established a 
Se Gnoralhe reports arrival by sea of a large amount of rails and other railway 
a ( fr K ery w that a good many men are. 
5, Garrison reports from Krasnovoilsk and Mery show that 0 ym 
fen na Pian Editor sTH ow aresT nab guarding the railway, as we know 
e Askabad, Samarkand, and ‘Cashkent troops are doing. i. en, 
ate reports tho presence of fy Cossacks, Meee are. probably Cossacks 
from Pul-i-Shatun, brought fo Sarakhs tonporarily in ease of disturbances the 
Tojo i which places there are no Cossacks. en i , ‘ 
Teen inesftting aliop At Merv has been burned down, This looks suspiciously 
like n revolutionary outrage, Bath eater pete cy 
), Patukisar feports an outbreak: of insubordination among some tr 
CHUA ADATARUGE TW A Orece LARC freeTOn of the soldiers resentment at the 
measures taken by the medical officers to check the fever nreral lent among 8, 
which they (the soldiers) aseribe solely to too much work in the heat. 


“ Transcaspian Review.” 


i ing i a 1 other officials have gone 
30,—Choleta is spreading in Baku, so doctors and 5 
{o Baki and have entulishei'a regular quurantsne wervice there to prevent the disease 
See a tiaiNerhatarz ioe act omply with the, conditions lad down by the 
authorities, the Government has decided not to aecept bis tender for the Amu 
flotilla, 


(Seo last week's dinry, He offered to run the Amu Darya flotilla if paid 
218,000 roubles a-year by the Goyernment—H, 
“ Turkestanskiya Vedonosti. 


August 24.— Major-General Prazoley, Governor of Kushk, has been promoted to 
the rank of Lieutenant-General, 
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Krasnovodsk Reports. 


August 20.—Fifty men of the Railway Battalion left E, 
the railvay men stationed at Krasnovodsk-—H. S.) 
August 22.—Two steainers eame in from Baki, 
rails, sleepers, and other railway material, all of which was unladen here, 
August 20—-A steamer discharged quantity of ammunition into four railway 
waggons, which were sent E, 


Garriton of Krasnocodsk-—Krasnovodsk Reserve Battalion, 400 strong. 
Detachment 1st Railway Battalion, 100 strong, 
Frontier Guard, Customs Guard, &,, 100 strong. 


(This no doubt refers to 


‘one of which carried a eargo of iron 


Askabad Reports, 


August 25.—Four hundred men of the 4th ‘Transeaspian Battalion with their arms 
and equipment came in by rail from W., and have gone into camp outside tho town, 
(These have probably been on duty on the railway.— Tl, §,) 

‘nto gist 27-—The Geok Tepe Reserve Battalion has gone out from Askabad 
into camp, 

August 29,—Twenty Cossacks—Badge K—left. for Kahkn with 
arrived horses. (Probably men of the Kahka 
HS.) ‘Twenty-five men of the 3rd ‘Trai 
equipment left by rail E, 


sixteen hewly. 
Horse Artillery Battery with remounts, 
mseaspian Battalion with their arms and 


Sarakhs Repur 


August 20.—The new Governor of Sarakhs orrived, A large number of ‘Turkomans 
urrived to complain to him that they were not receiving their fair share of the 


(Hari Rud) river water, ‘They also complained about the conduet of the olfcial tq 
charge of the water distribution. 


August 21.—The Governor went out to the water “ 
irkomans’ complaints, 
gust 22-1 visited the military hospital, and found there were thirty-seven 
soldiers sick in hospital, 
August 23.—Rifly Russian Cossa 
writer lays no stress on this move, itis pu 
‘on patrol or training work. —H, 


he Governor returned from his visit to the ‘Turkomans, 
—hirty-five recruits arrived from ‘Tojend, 


Band” to inquire into the 


With one officer, left for Pul-i-Khatun, (Ax 
ably local, i.e., Cossacks from Pul: 


Merv Reports, 


shop at Mery was burned down and all the 


wenty Kaykaz Cossacks left Kushk, 
August 25,—Twenty men of the Sth 'Transcaspian Battalion arrived from Kushiky 
Garrison of Merv.—400 Cossacks, 

800 Artillerymen, 2nd Brigade, 

Gth Transeaspian Battalion, full strength, 

7th Transeaspian Battalion, fall strength, 

‘Transcaspian Sapper Battalion, 300 men, 

Merv Reserve Battalion, 400 men, 

Medical and other details, 200 m 


Patakisar Reports, 
in enitgist 22-—Two parties of scouts have come in from a tour along the frontier and 
ae aad (These seem to be some of the mounted scouts attached to the 
infintry.—H, §,) 
ay, They brought ba 
They brought i 
ions (2), 


iek with them forty horses, whieh they 


Hi lind purchased as remounts, 
some pigs and other animals they 


had shot, also the skins of two 
Some of the troops now in camp have mutini 
refused to 20 on parade, and have submitted the foll 


[519] 


ied, or rather they have struck wo1 
owing statement of their g 
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1, ‘The medical officers have forbidden them to eat fruit, on the grounds that it 
makes them sick. eae Pe 
baa ‘Dhey are not allowed to go out freely on Sunday, only a few favoured men heing 

d ont. 5 ede 
rrr fy iejoresvorle at (he aan that waves! heat sick wet fell They are. warked in 
tie sin fiom 6 At, to noon every day. See, for instance, how ‘badly \ Root 
Commander Captain Kosror hiss treated his men, working them all day in the sun Tike 
dois, making them so thirsty that they had to drink quantities of water, with the result 
that half his corps is now down with fever. mee foe 
4, Certain men have heen sentenced to ten days’ imprisonment, only for bringing 
duck fruit from the bazaar for other men, though the officer on duty for the day gave 
them leave to go. ; os ; a 
ee Whytaresthe oneer allen Giita ox ct freely if it 1s so bad for the men? No, 
it is heat and overwork, not fruit, that makes them ill. 

‘As the Governor of Patakisar is not liere, the question of this mutiny or strike has 
heen referred to Tashkent, 


Tashkent Reports. 
gust 17.—Fifty mixed soldiers (? time expired) passed through N. 
ee BOLAtwe Hunde reovita have arrived hore from Orenburg, and have been 


ol 1 equipped, . y E 
A ee Th biel writer puts this, he implies that he did not see the reeruits 


i iced them in the lines after their arrival —H. S. 
rive and detrain, but that he noticed them in the lines after their ee 
MM jugust 21,-The Governor of Margelan arrived, and was received. at the station by 


the Governor-General. et F 
Signed H, SMYTH, Captain, 
ene Military Attache. 
Meshed, September 7, 1907. 


No. 87.—Dinry of Captain Smyth for week ending Seplember 14, 1907. 


Stmmary of News. 


He ela is lantorst at least two well-authenticated eases have 
occurred nt Krasnovodsk, and there are rumours of other cases at various points along 
1A. Railay, : 5 
eee tai Move asa enon in Teanacaapia has paved the way for an autuinn 
outbreak of cholera, though the lateness of the season will probably prevent the disease 
cing, as fatal as might otherwise be expected, ; yi ce 
Be SAC (elileareeei one tae made to murder Colonel Geske, Genera 
yiunin’s successor ax Chiot of the C, A, Railway. ; ies 
ein Tashkent newspaper gives an interesti RTOS fortnight’s 
miuvres to he hield niear Troitskoe. It is notevvorthy that these n 
‘apparently confined to the troops composing. the Tashkent garrison, and are not in any 
sense munauyres of the Ist Army Corps. ‘The only exception that T can sce to th 
tint there age wore mountain guns (ourteen) than are usually reported at Tash 
‘The Margelan Mountain Battery is reported (see paragraph 6 (c) below) to be absent from 
its station, so perhaps its six guns help to make up the fourteen mouintain guns present 
Pashkent, . 
aoa aT ie Cietnmelte acon lorientara ih teselerctec reatitceraieane hemocelal 
troops, there being only onc sotnia of Cossacks detailed for mancuyres, though. there 
fre at Teast 1,500 Cossacks in ‘astikent, As a parallel ease, it will be noticed that only 
200 Vossitchs are reported at New Marzelan, though the establishment. there is two full 
reginonts. he truth is that the Cossacks are being employed to keep down the 
fevolutionaries in the cities and towns of Turkestan, whereas the authorities are only 
too lad to see the less reliable regular soldiers well ont of the way in mancouvre camps, 
in purely wilitary eantonnients like New. Margelan and) Patakisar, on the railway, or 
‘anywhere else ay long as they are out of the way of revolutionary orators, 
6, Garrison reports show :— 


ji Barri i y deta fi K ‘The presence of 
() Chayjui—Garrison inereased by detachments trom Kerki, ‘The p 
Teac ti aos CPATRRIe Anta OaTae”Chay{uis Goo set wavinGlaed tsaneae Chivaterient 
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about these four guns, a: Samarkand reported (Diary No. 33) that the infantry were 
being trained to the use of these guns, An old pattern field-gim is quite good enough 
o sink a mutinons river-steamer or to batter down a house heli by revolutionaries, 

(0.) Samarkand.—Normal except for absence of various detachments on the 
railway. ‘The number of fortress artillerymen is reported at 500, i., double the number 
usually reported there. ‘These extra fortress gunners may be either the Margelan 
Company (see paragraph (c) below) or they may be some increase in establishment, 
such as we have recently noticed in the fortress artillery at Termez, 

(c.) Margelan.—-Norinal exeept for presence of large numbor of railway troo 
the despatch of these troops from Samarkand was noted by Samarkand “Agent in 
Diaty No. 85. Margelan also reports absence of both the Cossack regimen(s usually 
there (See paragraph 5 above), and of the Mountain Battery (see paragraph 4 above), 
and of the Fortress Company (see paragraph (8) above). “The failure to report. the 
Fortress Company may be an oversight, however, as reporter mentions the fort and 
some old pattern guns in it, so he may think that this mention includes the gunners, 
though T hardly think so, as he specially notes that this fort was held by a detachment 
of fifty men of the Andijan Reserve Battalion, 

(4) Andijan—Normal, 

(ce) Osk.—Normal, 

7. Judging from the report of one of our men who has been along the't’. 0, Railway, 
there do not seem to be many troops at the towns on that railway, nor is there the saine 
state of alarm as to the possibility of its interruption as there is on the C. A, Railway, 

5. ‘The Patakisar gatri ig trained to the use of the new heavy suns, 

9, Patakisar reporis.a renewal of the Russian excitement about the Amecr’s tonr, 
his expected visit to Mazar-i-Sharif being th 
«cy Ute thie prosperity of the Kokand ‘district is increasing : two new large mills have 


ust been completed, and a Government ‘rensiny is to be opened, as well as the existing 
banks, 


“Transcaspian Review: 


September | —iwvo attempts have just been made to shoot Colonel Gesket (Chief 
of the C. A. Railway) as he was travelling on the railway, He was fired aunt 
Samarkand and at Verevskaya, but was not touched, 

It scoms probable that the cholera will cross the Caspian and reached Askabad. 

Seplenber 3—Orders have been given that a doctor with an attendant and 
medicines is to travel on every passenger train, to be reaily if ease of cholern occurs 
in the train, 

Fighteen thousand roubles have been stolen from the treasure chest of the 
Semirechin Cossack Regiment. 

September 4.—The office of the Govenor of Askabad has come in trom Beroza to 
Askabad, 

From the Ist September (Russian date) a Government ‘Treasury will be oponed at 
Kokand. ‘This is an addition to the Government bank already there. 

September 5—As the passenger train from Andijan came into Dragomiroy Station 
‘bomb as exploded under it. No damage was done, 

Five rifles haye heen stolen from the 1st 'ranseaspian Battalion (at Askabad), 

Prince Vorontsov Dashkoy has returned to ‘Tiflis (as Viceroy of the Caucasus), 

September 6.—Yesterday General Kartsev with his family came in from Feros 

‘Phere is a lot of malarial fever in Transcaspia now, 

A man bas died of cholera in Krasnovoilsk, 

Seplenber 8—M, Saloviov, a large Moscow merchant, has Just finished building 
{wo mills at Kokand at a cost of 400,000 roubles. One of these’ is a cotton spinning. 
twill, and the other a cotton oil mill. 

On the 8th August there was another fatal case of cholera at Krasnovodsk, a 
passenger who had just arrived from Baku, 

September 8.—A meeting has been lield at the oflice of the Chiet Notary of 
Askabad to discuss the formation of a Tramway Company at Askabad, 

At midnight on the 6th September a Draw) took place between two parties of 
Soliliers at their barracks, Ench party fired on the other with rifles; five men were 
wounded, 
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‘The police have made a big haul of arms, &., at Tiflis, getting— 


1 tombe ad 
32 empty Etude, 
3 Iba fulvnatry and a quantity of Bickford fare. 
294 damit cates 
A Goneament magi 
000 artis for maging ees. " 
‘Anda quantity of ober ies, arm and azamunito. 


charged. 




















© Turkestanskiya Vedomosti.” 





Septeniber 5.—A Committee has heen formed at Tashkent to arrange precautions ih 
‘ease of an outbreak of cholera there. 


Tashkent Mancwvres. 


From the 14th-25th September (1st-12th, Russian dates) the ‘Tashkent garrison 
will undergo a two-weeks’ course of mobile training from the Troitskoe camp. 

Whe radius of these manauyres will include the villages of Parkent, Kara-Mazar, 
Kodjakent, and roitskoe, ‘The following will participate in these manceuyres :— 


6 Battalions Infantry. 
1 Sotnin Cossacks, 

TA Mountain guns, 

12 Field guns, 
2 Sapper companies. 
2 Telegraph compa 

















17th and 18th September the following force of the three arms will carry 
out a field firing seheme ;— 


6 Companies Infantry. 
1 Field battery. 

1 Mountain battery, 

1 Sotnin Cossacks: 


On the 19th and 20th there will be hill tr anaotvre 
=H, 8) which will not he attended by **foot” artillery, After this 
divided into two sides and have sham fights—-one side against the other. 

‘Whe manauvres will finish on the 26th September, when the whole force will 
rendezvous at ‘Proitskoe and will return to Tashkent on the 27th, 





the mou 


ing (oF manouvres 
I troops 








Merv Reports, 





August poxes title ammunition sont Kushk. 
‘Auyist 39.—Nvo liundred boxes ville ammunition arrived by rail, and were taken 
{0 the magazine in, the Cossiek lines. Events 
-Korly mien of the 3rd ‘Transeaspian Battalion arrived from Askabad, 
(Their departure from Askabad was reported last week.—H.S.) ' 
Seplenber 1e-'Chivty men of the 7th ‘Turkestan Battalion passed through W. 
by rail, 








Charjut Reports, 





August 22-—Vhe Infantry battalion marched to the town, and was there broken up 
into parties whieh patrolled ‘every street, lane, and comer of the tovn the whole 
morning, if é 

(his was probably to prevent resistance by, or eseape of, 
arms, &e,, while a police search sas in progress. II. 8.) 

‘August 24,—Twenty  Kavkaz" Cossacks passed through: rail. H 

August 29.—Rifty men of the 20th ‘Turkestan Battalion came in from Kerki and 
left W. by rail, , 

august 30,—An oflicer on special duty with ten soliiers left for Kerki on a steam- 
Jnuneh. 

August 31, 
hey t 






specls or removal of 












Fifty Cossacks who have een in Chasjai for some days left W. by rail, 
je-expired infantrymen passed through By by rai 
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Garrison of Charjui—V7th Tyrkestan battalion ; strength, 800. 
Detachments of 19th and 20th Turkestan battalions ; strength, 400-500, 

Detachments of Railway, Telegraph, and Intendance, employed in the different 
‘offices, workshops, and stores. 

There are no Cossacks and no regular battery, but there are fout old pattern field. 
‘guns with the troops, 

This makes a total of nearly 2,000 men. 








Patakisar Reports. 


August 24.—Artillery training with the new guns is proceeding energetically, 
Target practice is lieing ‘carried out with them in three places, viz,, on the W, side 
of the (large) fort, on the S. side towards the Amu Darya, and’ in the laager (camp), 
where some old Iniliings are being used as a mark, 

A special expert artillery officer has arrived as instructor in the use of these guns, 


and the General Officer Commanding Artillery 1s expected from ‘Tashkent to inspect the 
progress made, 


The news of the Amecr’s expected vis 
outbreak of excitement among the Russians, Numerous reports have been received 
from their agents in Afehanistan to the effect that the Ameer is accompanied by British 
ecrs in disguise, and that his whole tour is really only a British reconnaissance of 
Russian frontier, 
‘The Russians are perplexed, too, at the news that the Ameer is buying, through his 
ts (in Russian territory) quantities of ironwork and woodwork jor the construction 
ofearts. ‘The dispateh of this material into: Afghanistan is ned by the Kafila 
Bashi of Patakisar, Mira. Kasin Khan, 
‘The garrisons of the frontier guard-houses Have lately been 
the strength ang number of patrols between these posts along the 
Aion lekets and patrols are Kept in the town of "ere 
as day, 


lugist $1.—Twenty-five Cossack artillerymen of the Cossack battery left for 
Samarkand. 












to Mazar-i-Sharif has caused a fresh 























nd so have 






eased, 
hank 
all night as well 


Samarkand Reports, 


August 30.—Vhere haye been no particular movements of troops during (le week, 
ut strong patrols are constantly in tie town, and parties of troops are posted on the 
railway and at numerous other places to preserve order, 
‘The following is the strength of the garrison (this is the total strength, and includes 
's teniporarily detached on the railway, &c.), unless otherwise mentioned : 


5th Turkestan Battalion, 800 strong, with two machine guns and 80 mounted men. 
















6th, S00 strong, ‘i » 
ith 800 strong, ig a 
8th ‘ (at Katta Kurgan), 800 strong; no machiie guns or 


mounted men, 
2nd Railway Battalion, 400 at Sarmakand now; ey have not got any machine 
zubs or mounted me 
Detachinient Intendance, 100 strong. 
Detachment Military Police, 50 stror 
2nd (Ural) Cossacks, 1,000 strong. ‘There are, however, only 400 actually present 
at Samarkand, the rest are at Tashkent, Bokhara, and other places on the railway. 
Ath Kield Battery, with 8 QF, guns and 240 men, 
6th Mountain Battery, 
In the fort there are 400 fortress artillerymen, who are in charge of the reserve of 


» guns, old pattern field guns, heavy guns, and machine guns, which are kept there, 
(See list in Diary N —H. $.) 




















Tashkent Reports. 





August 24.—Vhe Ist Turkestan Battalion marched in from the large train 


camp (Troitskoe), ‘They bad a machine gun on a pack horse, and were played in by 1 
hand, 


August 25.—A supply train of twenty 
‘passed through § 


[1519] 









ne railway waggons full of flour, rice, &e., 








2a 
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‘August 23.—Vhree wagons containing (? empty) ammunition boxes came it 
from 8, 

August 30.-—Twenty Cossacks left N. by rail. rs 

Agus! 31.—Two hundred men of the Ist Turkestan Battalion left S. by rail. 
(Probably for duty on the railway.—H. $.) 

September 1.—Two Cossack officers bought eight horses and three cart-loads of 
provisions in the weekly markets they then took the horses and provisions S, by rail, 
Thelieve these horses and provisions were for a party of the Samarkand Cossacks posted 
somewhere on the railway, 


Report of an Agent who travelled from Tashkent to Orenburg and back. 


J observed the following troops 


‘At Turkestan on the 13th August, 10 men Ist Turkestan Battalion, 15 artillerymen, 
3 gune, 

‘Mhese troops were in the little fort, where the Governor's office is. 

AU Ak Masjid, on the 17th Angust, 50 men 2nd ‘Turkestan Battalion, 20 
artillerymen, 2 guns. 

‘AC Kazalinsk, on the 22nd August, 80 men 2nd Turkestan Battalion, 

‘A Orenburg, on the 25th August, 1,000 infantry, with badge 61 on shoulders and 
badge 241 on caps 

‘On the way back to ‘Tashkent I met a party of thirty time-expired ‘Transeaspian 
Infuntry on their way to Orenburg. 


Report of a man travelling from Andijan to Chagjniy dated Charjui, Septonber 1, 1907. 


L noted the following troops— 


At Osh (from information received in Andijan), 1 battalion infantry, 2 gu 
(perhaps machine-guns), a 

‘AC Andijan, 11th Turkestan Battalion, 4 old-pattern guns in the fort. 

‘AL Margelan, Oth Turkestan Battalion, Andijan Reserve Battalion, 400-500 men 
2nd Railway Battalion, 100 men 6th (Orenburg) Cossacks, 100 men Ist (Semirechiny 
Gossneks, 1 Feld battery of 8 guns, t old-pattorn uns in the fort (one mounted at each 
cornet), 2 guns with the Cossacks (# miachine-guns). 

(Signed) H, SMYTH, Captain, 
Military Ataché. 
Meshed, September 14, 1907. 


No. 88. Dinry of Captain Smyth Jor week ending September 21, 1907 


Summary of News. 
(Sveret.) 

1. Major-General Pokotelo has taken over the Governorship of Semirechia, 

2) Krasnovodsk reports departure of 60 time-expired and arrival of 100 rect 

‘The arrival of the: is confirmed by Askabad. 

3, Nnother high official of ‘A. Railway has been shot dead while driving 
throngu Askabnd, his time two of his assassins were captured by a Cossack patrol 

iE Mery reports a double attempt to muntor the Pristay, by shooting him in the 
street and by a bomb in his house. 

b. Tho state of Mery seems particularly bad, A large party of discontented 
soldiers have openly tried to destroy the railway bridge, an attempt frustrated only by: 
the prompt and determined action of 300 Cossacks. 

Mi. Garrison reports show Askabad garrison to be fairly normal, the number of 
Cossacks only being less than might be expected there now, On the other hand, 
Saraklis reports presence of 500 Cossacks, which number probably includes some from 
‘Askabad as well as from Kushk and Pul-i-Khatun, 

7, It is difficult to say what so many Cossacks are doing at Sarakhs now. ‘The 
ace is unhealthy at present, and the Russian population is not large enough to make 
ny revelitionary outhteak likely, ‘These Cossacks are probably there for some local 
training or frontier demonstration 
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8, No spread of the cholera at Krasnovodsk is reported. Saralchs, however, reports 
serious sickness, and many deaths among the troops there. It is worth noting that this 
Sarakhs outbreak was a short time ago reported in Meshed by the Russians as cholera, 
which was afterwards contradicted by the Russian Consul-General on the authority of 
the Governor of Askabad. 

4, A fatal and contagious form of sickness prevails in Bokhara. ‘Travellers have 
described this as plague; but one of our Agents who has just visited Bokhara reports 
that it is not plague, but malignant pustule, a statement I believe to be correct. 

10. Krasnovodsk reports arrival of large quantities of railway material, four steamers 
paving arrived with apparently no other eargo. 

Ti. In this connection Askabad mentions that a quantity of narrow-gauge 
iaterial has been collected at Bezmen, News-writer thinks that the Reroza Railway is 
about to be extended, but does not specify where to. 

12, Mery reports that the Tash Kepri-Penjdch branch line is about to be actually 
commenced at last. a 

13, Merv also reports two canal projects—one from Yulatan to Bahram Ali, the 
other from the Oxus, : 

14, Margelan reports a railway about to be begun from Margelan to Namangaon, 
‘Phe Russian newspapers previously said that this Namangaon branch was to take off 
from Kokand, but Margelan seems just as likely a starting point, 

15. All these reports of intended construction of railways and canals (and the two 
may easily be confused in their earlier stages), added to the definite information of our 
Agents about the arrival of large amounts of railway material at Krasnoyodsk, make it 
necessary for us to keep an extra sharp look-out for fresh railway construction, We 
must uot, however, even if work on a line is actually begun, jump to the conclusion thit 
there is any serious intention of earrying the project thiough until we have clear pro! 
of it, as the Russians often begin some railway work whieh is reported to be an important 
extension to the Afghan frontier or elsewhere, whereas it often turns out to be only a 
short piece of line to carry stone (as at Zindin, Kusbk, &c.), or water (as at Farab). 


“<Transeaspian Review.” 


September 11.—Genceral Grodekoy has gone on tour to the Samarkand and Ferghine 
districts, and will not be back in ‘Tashkent before the beginning of October. 
‘On'the 7th September 2,000 Berdan cartridges were found in an Armenian’s house 
at Charjui, 
“ Turkestanskiya Vedomosti.!™ 


September 6.—The fiim of Vladimir Alexiey tins got a Concession from the Governor- 
General to prospect for petroleum at Sel Rokh in the Tashkent district. 

‘A bomb has been exploded in the housa of General Kallaur at Auliata, but no one 
was injured. 
“Returns taken in 1906 ive the following figues (I have taken only a few figures 
from a mass of statistics. —H. 8.) :— 


Population of the Syr Darya Pro 
Tashkent Pro 
‘Tashkent Town 


‘The population of the Syr Darya Province is composed of :— 


fans (presumably this docs not include soldiers, 8.) oe 000008 
3 1,987,790 

1)125 

i 


Catholics z 14 
Protestants, Jew 2 5 11007 


Total. es oo 667.108 


September 8—There haye been several cases of cholera in the environs of 
Krasnovodsk. 

‘September 10.—Major-General Pokotelo has arrived in Semirechia, and has aasumed 
the duties of Military Governor there. 
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Krasnovodsk Reports. 
‘Phe following time-expired men haye passed throug en route for Russia :— 


September 1.—hirty men of the frontier guard. i 
Seplember 15.—lhirty men of the 4th ‘Transcaspian Battalion. 


‘The following haye come in (rom Baku :— 


September 8.—A steamer with a large amount of rails and other iron rails 
materi, ‘This and the other material mentioned below was all stacked on the wharf. 

‘September 7.—'Two steamers with cargoes of wooden sleepers, : 

September 5A steamer Inden with iron girders of all sizes, and other material for 
the culverts and bridges on the railwa 

Septemlier V1.—One hundred reeruits, who were sent off E. by rail. 

Siplomber 18.—Seven hundred bags flour, ‘These were stacked on Uke wharf. 


‘he followings other movements noted — 


Iwenty wagon loads of firewood came in by rail trom E., for use of 
ny heres 
Siplenter ).—IWoiee trucks full of the railvay’ material stacked on the wharl were 
sent off He 
‘Where have heen a few eases of chidlera here, but nothing serious. 


askabad Reports. 


Seplimber 2.—A waggon Toad of timesexpired soldiers, without, arms or accontre- 
nents passed through W . : 
Niplenlior 4—‘Uhiee hundred men of the Ist ranseaspian Battalion and fifty 
Cossacks came in from Bezmen (the first station W. of Askabad) 
Srptenbor 6. —One wnggon load flor and fifty bags ri in from W. 
September (.—Korly nen of the Geok ‘eye Reserve Battalion Teft W. by rail, 
Seplenter 7—A field battery eame in frown camp, 
September 10, he first assistant to the chiet of the ©. A. Railway has beer 
shot dead hy fou Georgians as he was driving hrough Askabad. A Turkoman 
orderly with him was also se riously wounded. ‘Two of the assailants were arrested by 
Jossack patrol 
‘Seplenber 1%—One hundred! and thisty reertits have arrived! (from Krasnovedsk), 
and have beon posted to the 1st and rd eanscaspinn Battalions. 
Mhe Keron Railway was very badly damaged by floods this spring ; the Russians 
are in consequence relaying the whole of the seetion from Ak ‘Tapa to Reroza. ‘I 
i is ( vorsts, the total length of the railway from Bezmen to Feroza_bei 
vert, L think the Russians are coutemplating an extension of the Feroza 
Railway, as there are many mor ils, sleepers, &e., collected near Bezmen than are 
quired for relaying. the section reterred to above 
of Askalaid,— Ist, 2nd, Sed, Ath ‘Cranseaspian Battalions, aboat 800 strong, 
Geok Pepe Reserve Battalion, about S00 strong, 
Inindred Cossacks, Inde the Hiead-quarters of the Taman Regiment, 
and parties of tivo other corps of Cossacks from the Caucasus, 
Artillery and details as uswal. 


Saraki: Reports. 


dV that some part of this report is dated earlier than the last report 
re y No. AG. This is because parts of previous reports were 
illo =H58) 
‘August Ve 
tigust 12.—"There is so much sigkness here that the Hospital accommodation is 
cient, ind over twenty tents lave been pitehedl near the hospital, 
august 19,—A rifle has been stolen trom the Stl Ba . 
‘Augist 21.—Striet orders have been issued forbidding any soldier to buy fruit. 
“Aupust 28 —Doring tHe past ten day's tents soldiers have died in hospital, 
September 1.—two cart loads of aiminunition have arrived from Tejend. 
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Seplember .—A number of Cossacks have arrived in Sarakhs. ‘They are a mixed 
ot, some belonging to the Kavkaz Regiments, and some having no badges at-all. 
(Perhaps some of the latter Frontier Guard, not Cossacks. —H. 8.) 

‘Seplember 8.—For the last twenty days, ten cart loads of wheat a-day have been 
dispatched to Tejend, (2 Wheat from Persia —H. 8.) 

‘Seplember 9.—here are four machine-suns here now. (? ‘fwo with infantry 
battalion, aud two with newly-arrived Cossacks. —H, 

‘he troops have been practising night firing with rifles and machine-guns, 

Proops at Sarakhs.—3th Transcaspian Battalion ; 800 strong. 

Detachment intendance, 

4 machine guns, 

500 Cossacks, 

These Cossacks have come from different directions; they include the whole of the 
Puli-Khatun Sotnia; there are now no Cossacks at Pul--Khatun, 

(Orders haye been sent to this news-writer to supply more precise information as to 
whence these Cossacks came, their purpose at Saraklis, &e—H. 8.) 


Merv Reports, 


Septeniber 2.—A party of men armed with rifles waylaid and fired at the Pristay of 
Mery as he was driving past, ‘The Pristay escaped, but his ‘Turkoman orderly was 
wounded, ‘The Pristay, while firing his revolver at the assailants, accidentally shot his 
coachman dead, During the night after this an attempt was made to. blow up this 
Pristay in his house; the house was wrecked, but the fate of the Pristay is unknown 5 
hhe Ins not been seen in Merv sinee then, 

Seplenber 5.—A new Pristay—a Mussulman of Daghestan-—-has arrived here with a 
personal escort of twenty-five of the new Lesghian Cossacks, It is said that he intends 
{o take severe measures against the Armenian revolutionaries here. 

Septemier 6.—Nine waggons full of men of the artillery, Sth ‘Transcaspian and 
Kuchk Battalions, left for Kushks 

September 7.—Frequent wisuecessful attempts have been made to repair the Band-i- 
Sultan, Now the Russians propose to. make a canal from Yulatan to Bahram Ali, A 
light tramway is to be laid alongside the course of this canal to facilitate construction ; 
160 workinen are now engaged in levelling the ground for this tramway, There isa 
project, too, to make a canal from the Amu Darya to irrigate the country to the 
southeast of the C. A, Railway between the Ami Darya and Murghab Rivers. { 
hear work is to be commenced on this too, It is also said that the long-deferred Tash 
Kepri-Penjdeh Railway is now really to be begun; certainly engineers and contractors 
are engaged in examining the already pegged-ont route, and’ gangs of Hazara labourers 
are beings engaged and sent down te Kushk branch from Merv, 

j giptember OA gaan of the 7th Battalion is now poste atthe station night 
and day. 

September 10.—Uhere have lately been 300 Cossacks in Mery and 100 more in lines 
some distance away. On the 10th Septem) of discontented infantry soldiers, 
having determined to destroy the railway bridge, proceeded there with kerosene oil and 
other materials to destroy it, ‘The Cossacks got news of this, and the whole 300 
mounted weut to the bridge and drove off the soldiers before they had time to damage 
it, After this the other 100 Cossacks were hurriedly brought in from outside the town. 
‘A guard of twelve men of the Gth Battalion lias been posted on the bridge too; tho 
sentry is on the lower and the guard on the upper part of the bridge. 


Charjui Reports, 


September 5.—In the garrison report I submitted last week I forget to mention that 
the 17th Lurkestan Baitalion has two machine guns carried on. pack horses. On parade 
cach gun is followed by two other pack horses carrying ammunition, 


Patakisar Reports. 


___Seplenber 5.—General Semeloy, Governor of Patakisar, his returned from Tashkent 
vit Charjui by steamer, accompanied by four officers of his staff, ‘The steamer he eae 
by also brought a quautity of pontoon stores. Since the retura of the Governor the 
troops haye gone on parade daily, and the insubordinate troops in camp haye returned 
to their cut; 


[1549] 2B 
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September 7.—A party of fourteen officers has just arrived here from Samarkand 
by road. ‘These officers, under the command of a Colonel, left Samarkand on the 
‘bth August, and have travelled to Patakisar slowly. ‘Whey were separated into several 
small parties and spread out so as to make a thorough military reconusissauce of the 
road and country between Samarkand and Patakisar, Each olficer had six Cossacks told 
oft to accompany him, ‘They reported on the road, hills, water, supplies, erops, animals, 
tind especially on the villages and) population of the country. 


Bokkara Reports, 


September 5.—An infectious disease called “ siah dann” (malignant pustul 
is raging in Bokhata, ond has caused a number of deaths. 


Samarkand Reports. 


September 4.—hree hundved and twenty men of the Zerabulak Reserve Battalion 
left by rail for duty on the Andijan Branch Railway. i 

Replenber 7A General, named Rezekoy, arrived and inspected all the troops in 
garrison. 


Margelan Reports. 


September 5.—A railway is going to be built from Margelan to Namangaon, ‘The 
Russians have collected a large quantity of material and a number of workmen at 
Margelan, and the railway is to be commenced at once. 
(Signed) H. SMYTH, Captain, 
‘Military Attache. 
Meshed, September 21, 1907. 





(85466) No. 124. 
Sir dy Nicolson to Sir Rawward Grey. —(Received October 28.) 


‘ St. Petersburgh, October 18, 1907. 
ON weeoipt of your telegmm No, 251, communicating the substance of the 
instructions with which Mr, Wratislaw had been furnished, I wrote to M. Goubastoft 
1 Lhave the Honour to inclosea copy. E received this morning a reply 
from his Excolloney, of which Lalso heg leave to transmit) a copy, and in which he 
informs mo that similar instructions will be sent to Baron ‘Teherkassow, with certain 

supplementary advice in which he trusts that you will concur, 
Thiave, &e. 
(Signed) A, NICOLSON. 


Inclosure 1 in No, 124, 
iv A. Nicolson to M. Goubnstoff: 


Chor ML. Goubastolt, Saint-Pélersliourg, le 4 (17) Octobre, 1907. 
ME yetéraut Ala lettre que vous avez bien youlu am’adresser le 2 (15) du moi 
‘courniit, je mempresse de vous informer que Mr. Wratislaw s'est rendu sur la frontidre 
pour ctidior, en premier lieu, lv situation actuelle ot de fournir & son Gouvernement 
des renseignements exacts ¥ relatifs, En méme temps il a regu des instructions 
Wattirer Vattention sérieuse du Commissaire Ottoman sur a haute importance de 
rendre compte aut Sultan des localités que les troupes Ottomanes viennent d’oceuper 
dans ce dernier temps et qui se trouvaient antéricurement sous Ia juridiction Persane. 
Mn. Weatisaw Waillours est charge do faire do son mieux pour convainere le Com 
missaire Ottoman que la carte de Dervish Pacha est tout & fait inneceptable, 
Sir B, Grey sorait heurcus d'etre saisi des instructions dont vous pensez munir le 
Vice-Consul de Russie atin de pouvoir arranger une action en commun. 
Veuillez, &c. 
A. NICOLSON. 
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Tnelosure 2 in No. 124, 
M. Goubustoff to Sir A. Nicolson. 


M. Ambassadeur, Le 4 (17) Octobre, 1907, 
EN réponse i Ia lettre que vous avez bien youlu miadeesser aujourd'hui, je 
mempresse de yous informer que les instructions qui seront envoyéos au Baron 
‘ nt conformes en tous points i celles dont a été muni Mr, Wratislaw. 
En outre, notre Vice-Consul est invité & n'agir que daccord avec son colldgue d’Angle- 
torre et i ne pas perde de vue que, comme la Turquie n'a pas accepté In médiation 
des deus Puissances, les Consuls de Russie et d’Angleterre nont pas la qualité de 
Déléxués officiels dans In Commission Frontiére, et que leur position indéterminde qui 
en résulte les oblige 4 une prudence extréme dans leur activité, 
Puisque votre Excellence me dit dans sa lettre que Sir EB, Grey désire uno action 
en commun des deux Consuls, je serais heureux d'apprendre jue le Ministre des 
aires Etrangéres Britannique a complété les instructions de Mr. Wratislaw dans. le 
sens susindiqué, 
Veuiller, &e, 
(Signs) GOUBASTON, 





(35467) No, 125, 


a . ir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 28.), 
iN bh 
Sir, St. Petersburgh, October 24, 1907, 
LHAVE the © transmit herewith copy of a confidential private letter 
which Tha i Gonbustoft relative to the vontract. of the recently. 
‘uppointed French Min: ser to the Persian Government, ini which his Excellency 
desires that some modifications should be introduceit for the purpose of plac 
fiits to the functions of M. Bizot. Before furnishing M.de Hartwig with inst 
the Russian Government would be glad to be informed, as soon’ as possible, of the 
v3 of His Majesty's Government on the sub 
Thave, &e, 
(Signed) ‘A, NICOLSON, 


Inclosure in No. 125, 
M, Goubustoff to Sir A, Nicolson. 


Le 10 (28) Octobre, 1907. 
vivernement ile Sa Majesté lo Schiah, Io Gouvernement 
‘nomination de M. Bizot en qualité de Conseiller da Ministere 
split les fonctions d'Tuspectenr Financior, Désirant 
 exactement la porte jon qui sera confide 1 In. personne en 
question et formuler dine manibre claire et déinie, dans lo contrat qui sera coneli 
all Perse, Iv Gouvernement Porsitn 
interpx formulor dans 
sa ote ngis dans Tes termos shivants == 
i Financier aupres div Gouven 
Persan il Tassistentdle sa haute compétence pour toute Vaonvre finaneiore et ad 
tive propre, blir les finances du pays, J remplira i cot effet tant 81 
ji Pextérieur toutes les missions de confiance qui ponrraient hit étre donné 


Une pareille formule présente, & Vavis du Gouvernement inpériad, de guuves 

inconvénients. Eu effet, n’étant pas assez concise et déverminée, elle don 

M. Bizot tine latitude et tune Tiberté Waction presque illimitées dans toute la sphbre des 

questions financitres, ce qni pourrait son tour porter atteinte awe intéréts financiers 

fant Anglais que Russes en Perse, intéréts qui décontent des Arrangements divers 

his par chacune dex deux Puissances, avec | went Persin, Min de 

il serait nécessaire, semble (Ta formule en 
ée de maniire i 

dont sera revétu M. Bizot 
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int-Pétersbourg, et 
x dice sujet, me communiquer, dans un terme 
‘aussi tapproché que possible, le point de 1 Gouvernement Britannique sur cette 
(ucation, afin de proyoqucr, si ce dernier partago Vavis ci-dessus énoneé, une dk 
Comme des Représentants d’Angleterre et de Russie, daccord avec leur colligue de 
France, dans le but de faire introduire dans le contrat de M. Bizot les modifications 
dont il agit. ‘ 
Veuillez, &e. 
(Signé) | GOUBASTORE. 





(85515| No, 126, 
Sir I, Lascelles lo Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 28.) 


22, 1907. 
pl 


ay that th 
i the o 
‘of the Gorman Orient Bank, and it is therefore neces i 
‘the journey of the Commercial Attaché has no connection whatever with 
proceedings of the Bank. 
Lhave, & 
(Signed) RANK C. LASCELLES 





(85716) 
Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey. (Received October 28.) 


(Wolestaphic) 1 St, Petersburgh, October 28, 1907. 
‘DILL following has been repeated to Tehran = 


‘Pho following items of inforination from ‘Tehran form the subject of two Memoranda 
given me b cting Minister for Foreign Affairs. ‘The authenticity of the 
fnformation, however, M, Coubastoft is unable to guarantee =— 


1, Tho Pres received an offer from the German Minister 
to assist towards n Turk 
Persia, aud to finance the new Nation: e 
which is nob specified, are said, in return, to have been requested by the German 
Minister. 

2. Pourparlers have been entered into between the Directo Imperial Bank 
‘of Persia and some members of the Assembly, with a view to bringing about a fusion 
of the Imperial Bank with the National Bank. ‘The surrende of issuing 
bank-notes on the part of the Tumperial Bank to the National Bauk would be one of the 
condition: 


1 said 1 would endeavour to ascestain if thero were any confirmation of the 
information contained in No, 1, J to me possible, though I doubted 
the accuracy of that cont uN 


———— 


07 


[36731] ~ No. 128. 
Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 28.) 
(No. 310.) 


Telegraphic) P. Tangier, October 28, 1907. 
ACTING Consul-General at Bushire telegraphed yesterday, No. 129, as 
follows -— 


“Captain Lorimer telegraphs from Ahwaz: 


«Owing to shallowness of river, “Comet” cannot ais ithin 4 miles of 
‘Ahwaz. On board one case of small-pox has occurred. I have directed “ Comet’ 


to proceed to Mohammerah, as there are no means of dealing with the ease nor 

quarantine station here, She will there await instructions from you, after placing 
man in quarantine. 

“Vf my opinion be asked, it is that presence of “Comet” here is uscless, and 

is powerless to affect Bakhtiari question, ‘he Oil Syndicate’s manager 


ior Cox is out of telegraphic communication, What are your ondors for 


dressed to Government of Tndia,)"” 





(35700) No, 121 
Mr. Murling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 28.) 
we. 311.) En clair, 


clegraphie.) P. 


Tehran, Octolier 28, 1907. 
ASSEE-ED-DOWLEH appointed Minister of Interior. 





[35438] No, 130. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir 4, Nicolson. 
(No 268.) 
(Telegraphie,) P. Foreign Office, October 28, 1907, 
FCONCUR.  Keforonc sto your telegram No, 222 ofthe 260 Fastant rape 
Joan to Shah. 


(35207) No. 131. 


Foreign Office to Persian Transport Company, 
Sir, Foreign Office, October 28, 1907. 
WITH reference to my letter of the 2nd August, I am directed by Secretary Sir 
i, Grey to state, forte information of your Board, that a telograrn ting boon rossived 
from His Majesty's Vico-Consul at Ahwaz, reporting that on his way to inspect the 
Bakhtiari bridges he discovered that your engineer had already painted and repaired 
them and returned to Ahwaz, 

Captain Lorimer represents that this action stultifies the line he had taken up 
with the Khans, and he reports that he has strongly expostulated against the action o 
your Company in forestalling discussion of the matter with the Khans without previously 
informing him of the intention to do so. 

It will be within. your recollection that, in your letter of the 3rd ultimo, you 
stated that your Company were ordering their agent at Ahwaz to invite Captain 
Lorimer to scrutinize every item of the cost to be incurred in this work, 

Tam, &e, 
(Signed LOUIS MALLET, 


[isso] 20 
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(35814] No ae 


Sir N. O'Conor to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received October 29.) 
(No. 182) Ve 
(Tolegraphic.) _P. 
MURGO-PERSIAN frontier. - i Deka, 
Following from Mr. Wratislaw, dated the 22nd instant, received the 25th instant: — 
MOSES) ae th 
“Your telegram of the 20th instant: Instructions given to the Russian Vice- 
Consul . : 

ONC Pho instructions which the Russian Vico-Consul has received would appear only 
to cover the period between now and the date when the Commission meets. He proposes, 
if possiblo, to see Tahir Pasha and to visit the districts which the ‘Turkish troops have 
‘oceupied. , 4 
eT should be glad to recvive your instructions aa to my attitude when the Com- 
mission begins to sit.” 


Constantinople, October 29, 1907. 





[35810] No, 133, 


Mr, Marling to Sir Edvard Grey.—(Received October 29.) 
(No, 312, 
raphe.) Pe Tehran, October 29, 1907. 

TURCO-PERSIAN frontior, Persian Commissioner las not yet started, 

It is essential, in the opinion of the Russian Minister, that, if any result what- 

is to be reached, the Consuls should, if possible, be admitted to meeting (see 
Wratislay’s telegram No, 21 of the 22nd instant). He thinks that the Porte might 
augreo to their presence “to give theiradvieo and assistance,” although he hears that it 
objects. 





(35716) No, 134. 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling. 
). 150.) 
‘Vclozraphic.) P, 
GERMAN proceedings in Persia. i 4 
Please refer to telegram No, 228 of the 28th October from Sir A. Nicolson 
repeated to you. 
Any information you ean obtain should be reported. 


Foreign Ojfice, October 29, 1907. 





[84083] No. 135, 


. Foreign Office to India Office. 
ae ae Foreign Office, October 29, 1907. 
[AM directed by Secreta B. Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 12th instant, in which you transmit a copy of a despatch from the Government 
of India on the subject of two acts of organized piracy committed by Arabs residing at 
Dayir on the Persian coast, and involving, in one case, the murder of the erew and 
passengers of a Koweiti boom, numbering twenty-nine in all, “ 

1 to state, in reply, that Sir B, Grey concurs in the recommendation of the 
Government of Tudia that ‘strong representations should be made to the Persian 
Goyernmient with a view to securing the capture and punishment of the offenders, and 

ecuiniary reparation for the sufferers in the Koweit case, and further, that the 

Government should be informed that, failing compliance with the demands of 
His Majesty's Government, suitable naval action will be taken at Dayi 

Tam, however, to add that Sir is not hopeful that the Persian Government 
vill suceced, under present ing tlie punishment of the offenders, 
deed that they will easily be induced to pay compensation. He is accordingly of 
jon that vessel shoul be ordered to Dayir at guce to wate the inovements of the 

nd he 
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further considers that the Commander should be anthorized to land temporarily @ 
sufficient foree of men to capture the pirates and hand them over to the Persian 
authorities, if on arrival at Dayir he should hear that the pirates aro in the neighbour- 
hood. This action, as you are aware from the correspondence ending with Sir H, 
Walpole’ leter of the 11th March, 1903, would be in accorlance with precedent and 
practice. 

__ On learning-that these views meet with the concurrence of Mr. Secretary Morley, 
this Department would enter into the necessary communications with the Admiralty, 

Tam further to state that Sir E, Grey agrees that the Sheikh of Koweit should not 
Je allowed to equip an armed dhow. 

With regard to the incidental remark mado in the final paragraph of the Govern 
ment of India’s despatch respecting the protection of Koweitis resident abroad, Iam 
to inform you that, notwithstanding the subsequent correspondence on the subject, 
Sir E. Grey is disposed to adhere to the views expressed in Lord Lansdowne’s despatch 
to His Majesty's Ambassador at Constantinople, No, 246 of the 2nd September, 1903, 
of which a copy is inclosed for facility of reference, 4 al 

Tam, &e. 
(Signed) "LOUIS MALLE, 





(35962) No. 136, 
(So. 314, Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 80.) 


(elegraphie.) B. Teliran, October 80, 1907. 

1 AM informed, very confidentially, by German Minister that le has heen 
recalled to Berlin to the Foreign Office. Hort Stemrich expects to leave within three 
weeks, though the appointment is not yet official. 





(85810) No. 187. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir N, O' Conor. 
aati rey lo Sir fonor 


(Telegraphie.) P. Foreign Office, October 30, 1907, 
fo PBR to Mr. Marling’s tlogram No, 312 of the 290 instant Turco-Persian 
rontien, 

‘Mr. Wratislaw’s telegram No. 5 has not reached mo. All his telegrams should be 
ropeated. ‘Tehran has been informed. 





(85810) No. 138, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A, Nicolson. 


) , Foreign Office, October 30, 1907. 

5 UI ie refer to Mr. Marling’s telogram No. 312 of tho 20th instant : Turco 
Persian frontier dispute, 

r The Russian Government should be asked to express their views with regard to 
the proposal that the assistance of the Consuls “A voix consultative” should be given 
to the Turco-Persian Commission. 





{36810} No. 189. 
Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling, 


Foreign Office, October 30, 1907, 

hold be ma, with reference, to ‘Tureo-Dersian 
ut, in order that the departure of the Comunissio 

ier may take place immediately, : au 


ENERGETIC representations should be made, 
frontier, to the Persian Governmer 
to the fron 
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(35242) No. 140. 
Foreign Office to Treasury. 


Bir, 
TN reply to your | 
1, Grey to transmit herewith c 
which has passed with His Maj 
{lie proposed increase of the C 
in BG of opi 
jh 


forty, and that His Majesty's i 
e they to neglect to adopt Mr. Barahamn’s: 
aD : 
re er to. the meoesity of the proposed increase at Abwaz, Tam to draw 
cspueiil attention of the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty’s ‘Treasury to 
Sir C, SpringeRieey despatch No. 200 of the ith September, from whieh it is, clear 
that the lives of British subjects and the valuable property of the Oil iat nthe 
nuvourioa ofthat plaee may’ at any moment be expose fo serious diner, fo 
jai the only altornatiye policy to adequate protection would be the comp! it 
HAA ot tho omployée. trom Persia—a course which would be attended ih 
jeuatvons reantts to British prestige—apart from the material losses which would be 
prenAVith regard to the inquiry contained in the third paragraph of your letter 1 nny 
to state (1) tat the present guant at Ispahan consists of ¢ Aha at Ae o 
fivelve; (2) that it is now proposed to send twelv mento Tapa 
twenty slditional men with two officers to Ahwaz; and that the 
in the letter from this Department of the 28nd instant represent the gros 
poseil increase. 2 
Prep Midh regard (0 the last paragraph of your letter, Tam to state that, 
the Anglo-Russian Convention, which makes 10 provision for the reciprocal p ty 
ot the lives aud property of British and Russian subjects, the disturbed state of Parsi 
Takes it impossible for the present to contemplate any reduction of the British 
Constlar establishments there, and in support of this-view itis only nevessary to poly 
to tho eases of Tse aud tn which an increase fs ennsorel ene 
ion, however, tranquillity ve been restored in the country, Sir. Grey 
set duty arakcone te reduetion of Uhe Consular guards, and he trusts that this 
long deferred, nee 
Wot the explanations afforded above, Sir B. Gre 
ps will consent to the proposals now before then 
Tam, &¢. oe 
(Signed) LOUIS MALLE. 





(36041) MERE 


Sir dt. Niealson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 31.) 

Ae ea St. Petersburgh, October 25, 1907. 
naan Dah ina we the honour to 

WITIT oforence to my despatch No, 581 of the 24th instant, T have d 
tate that on reecipl of your telegram No. 260 L wrote M: Goubastofl a private and 
coutidential lotter statin, that, in the opinion of His Majesty rumen the 
Siguestion of the French Milister at ‘Tela that the couslitions proposed by 
Meade Hlaruvig contd be practically easbodied inthe general instructions t9 be issued 
to M. Bizot, eeomed to meet the objections whieh the Russian Government had raised 
Ho the formula whieh al been eutionunicated yy the Prencl Legation to the Persian 
Government, If the Russian Gover ut we not of that opinion, dl i 
should be glad to be inforined what modifications they would desire to see introduced 
into the above-mentioned formul; 
Dey ay tegen eae stolf this aftemoon he told ane that two or three 
Hours previously he liad received a telege: M. de Hartwig communicating the 


NI, Nos, 829, 885%, 6, 269, 97 92, 407; and vate, Now. 26, 62, 76, and 
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proposal of the French Minister, and that at first. sight it seemed to him that if 
instractions were issued to M. Bizot that he should communicate with the Russian and 
British Ministers on all questions connected with his mission, there would be no 
necessity to modify the communication which the French Legation had made to the 
Persian Government. He would, however, wish to examine the matter a little more 
thoroughly before giving me a definite reply. His Excellency added that his letter to 
me had been based on some representations which he had received from the Ministor 
of Finance, and that he had not then been avvare of the proposal put forward by the 
French Minister, He will, presumably, consult again with the Finance Minister, and 
he promised to give me an answer with as little delay as possible. " 
Thaye, &e, 
(Signed) ’ A, NICOLSON. 





(85983) > No, 142. 


India Office to Foreign Office —(Received October 31.) 


Sir, India Office, October 30, 1907, 

IN reply to your letter, of the 7th instant, forwarding for consideration copy of @ 
despatch from His Majesty's Minister at ‘Tehran as to. the project for bringing the 
Mohammerah=Ahwaz-Borasjun telegraph line under British control, [am to state that 
Mr. Morley is of opinion that it would not be advisable to raise the question at present 
with the Persian Minister of Telegraphs, but that, as proposed in your letter of the 
18th instant, the matter should be put forward when the time comes for opening 
negotiations with the Persian Government for the renewal of the Concession of the 
Indo-European Telegraph Department in Persia, But as regards the question of cost, 
Mr. Morley inust defer his decisi tribution from Indian revenues till tho 
subject of the expenditure of Tn venties upon political and commercial enterprise 
in Persia, raised in my letter of to-day’s date, has been considered aud decided ag a 
whole, 


A copy of a Minute by the Director-in-chiof of the Indo-European ‘Telograph 
Department is inclosed. 
Tam, &e. 
(Signed) A. GODLEY. 


Inclosure in No, 142, 
Minute by Director-General, Indo=European Telegraph Department, 


THE British Minister at Tehran is of opinion that an express contract. or 
cession for a new foreign telegraph line in Persia would he difficult to obtain at 
resent. He thinks, however, it might be possible by private contract with’ tho 
Persian Minister of Telegraphs to construct a now line or repair an old one if we aro 
ready to provide the material and the supervision, trusting for payment to the returns 
from the line. But any new line so constructed or any old line so repaired would bo a 
Persian Government line, and very little of the revenue earned by it can, under our 
existing Agreements, come to the Indo-European Telegraph Department. For anessages 
originating and terminating in Porsia the Persian Administration i paid all the 
charges. From messages over a Persian Government line that come from or go to 
other countries this Department can claim a very small proportion of the Persian 
terminal rate, and this only on messages which inay pass over some section of the 
Departmental lines. ‘The returns from any Persian Crown line to this Department 
would be very small. ‘The accounts of 1906-1007 for the Tehran-Meshed Tine furnish 
‘a striking example of this, as the maintenance of the line for the year cost us between 


8001. and 9U0L., while the revenue we obtained from it is estimated to have been 
about 801. 


would be difficult, with a 
M519) aD 
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‘te contract to get outside the conditions for the treatment of the revenue of the 
Pre a Ind down an the ‘Tolograph Conventions with Persia. It seems doubtful 
whether we could get the Persian Minister of Telegraphs to poy a fixed amount for the 
upkeop of «line, but he might be sounded as to his views on the subject with regard 
to our maintaining the Mohammerah~Ahwaz—Borasjun line for him in an efficient state. 
‘Tho Persian Administration has had its Tehran-Meshed Tine maintained on such 
favourable terms for itself that it is likely it will have strong objections to accept less 
advantageous terms for the maintenance of any other line. This Administration has 
‘had fault found with it at times by the Persian Government for the bad working of the 
‘Mohammorah—Porasjun line, but now the telegraph service over the line is reported to 
be greatly improved, so that the Administration probably considers there is no need 
for its own purposes to alter its present working arrangements on the line. One reason 
for obtaining control of this line is to prevent its possible transfer to'German hands. 
Gir C. Spring-Rico thinks the Persian Government would be willing to put the 
maintenance of a telegraph line into our hands in order to secure an efficient telegraph 
service at small expense to themselves, It would probably be safer, therefore, for us 
to deal with the Persian Government, though it might be advisable to use the Persian 
Minister of olegraphs as an intermediary in the negotiations, as it is very greatly to 
his intorest to have an efficient Tine aud the increased revenue that it would put into 


ede) (Signed) H. A, KIRK, 
October 14, 1907. 





[35972] No, 143, 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received October 31.) 


‘THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under= 
Scoretary of Stato for Moreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr. Secretary Morley, 
forvards herewith, for the information of the Seoretary of Stato, copy of telograin 
from tho Vicoroy, dated the 20th instant, relative to the Abu Musa Red Oxide 


Concession. 
India Office, October 80, 1907. 


Tnclosure in No. 14% 


Government of Indin to Mr. Morley. 
October 29, 1907. 


given to Resident in 
n is addressed to him by 





36088] No. Mi. 
Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 31.) 
(No, 225.) 
St. Petersbiirgh, (etober 31, 1907 


(Velegraphic.) Ps 
CORBRERRING to my telegram No, 221 of the 26th instant; French Financial 
Adviser for Persia, 
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M, Panafiew has been requested by M. Goubastoff to give him some details with 
1 to instructions with which it is intention of French Government to furnish 


Adviser; and as to decision of Russian Government on the subject 
MM. Goubastoff will inform me later. 





[36089] No. 145, 


Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 31.) 
(No. 226.) 
(Lelegraphic.) _P. St, Petersburgh, October 81, 1907. 
TURCO-PERSIAN frontier: Referring to your telegram No. 273 of the 
30th instant. 
AM. Goubastoff is quite willing to make suggestion for Consuls to assist Commission 
“4 voix consultative” to the Sublime Porte, and if His Majesty’s Government, concur 


would take the necessary stops. If desired, he is even propared to ask for more active 
participation. 


(86086) No. 146, 


(aes Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 81.) 
(Telegraphic.) K Es Tehran, October 31, 1907. 

FRONTIER, News received by Persian Government that Persian Sunni tribes 
are attacking town of Sonjboulak after plundering villages in neighbourhood. As 
Turkish troops are posted apparently ready, as at Serdasht, to support them, local 
authorities do not dare to act against them, 

Situation is causing great. anxiety to President. of Council, who says excitement 
here is increasing and is spreading to Shia tribes on frontier, who retaliate if Turks 
advance, Irregular warfare may break out all along the border, as Persian Government 
could not restrain them. 

In order to check advance he begs for application of the strongest pressure at 
Constantinople. 

‘The Government are only half cony. of forcible measures, the 
popular clamour for which they have so far resisted at my urgent insistence ; bnt their 
Position is very difficult, as they may be driven to some disastrous action should the 
Aggression continue, or they may resign, in which case a weaker and loss capable 
Cabinet would replace them. 

Tam assured that the Commi: 
Mulk, 


in two or three days hy the 





(36036) 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 81,) 


(Xo, 216), 
Telegraphic.) P. 
INSTRUCTIONS have been received by Ottoman Ambassador to inform Persian 


‘Tehvon, October 31, 1907. 


Government that no representations whatever have been made at Constantinople by the 
British and Russian Ambassadors on the subject of the Turco-Persian frontier. 





[36087] No. 148, 
(lo. arzy MP Métling tor Hater ray — (Rested Ociober 91) 


(Telegraphic. P, Tehran, October $1, 1907. 
PLEASE refer to Sir A. Nicolson's telegram to you No. 223 of 28th October, 
1 feel sure that the President of the Council of Ministers is unaware of any recent 
German proposals, As regards the frontier , Nasraul-Mulk was suspicious that 
the Turks were being eged on by some Power ; when, however, J suggvsted Germany, 


he failed to see any connection with the financial question on which we had just been 
conversing. 





Jot 


Germany alone can be interested in making the Persian Government suspicious of 
good faith of Fngland and Russia, and the instructions given to the Turkish Ambas- 
fador, reported in any telegram No. 316 of to-day, seom to have no other object than 
this. 

It is admitted by President of Council that while Herr Gutmann was here there was 
a question of National Bank being financed by Germany, but he is mot aware of any 
overtures since that date. 

President of Assembly is certainly in frequent communication with German 
Legation, and Russian Minister is quite convinced they are working with him, though 
hhe gave me no proofs, On the while I believe information to be true, as other, vague 
@videneo of a similar nature is in my possession. I am endeavouring to get more 
preeise information, 

‘As two members of the Ministry, in addition to President o£ Assembly, are 
distinctly Gerimanophil, preseut moment is favourable to German desi 

Trouch Minister, Russian Minister, and myself are in agreement that to obtain 
signature of Financial Advisor's contract as soon a8 possible is, best way of blocking 
German move, With this end in view M. de Hartwig is prepared to agree to Natiot 
Bank being vaguely mentioned in contract (which hitherto he has deprecated strongly), 
‘and, in ortler to insure that Bank shall not be established, to rely solely on the general 
instructions to be issued to M. Bizot. 

He is equally in agreoment with mo regarding the dangor as well to British and 

jan influence here as to Persia herself, ‘Though we are constantly urging the 
Porsinn Covernment to have patience, the Tarks continue to advance and the represen- 
tations made at Constantinople remain fruitless. ‘Thus it may well be that a German 
Offer of ood services mado in virtue of the Treaty of 1873 might tempt Persia to 
acceptance. 

Your tologram of yestorday No, 152, 

L spoke very seriously yesterday to President of Council, and Russian Minister 
urge it to-morrow, respecting necessity for sending Commissioners, which I have been 
steadily pressing on Persian Government. 





(35362) No, 149, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir N. O'Conor. 


‘No. 150.) 
(etegenphio,) P, 

TAM anxious that you should send mo an answer to my telegram No. 144 of the 
24th instant on the subject of Turco-Persian frontier. 


Foreign Office, October 81, 1907. 





(36148) No. 150. 


Sir N. O'Conor to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 1.) 
(No, 15.) 
‘elographic Constantinople, November 1, 1907. 
‘MURCO-PERSIAN frontior, Your telogram of yestord: 
Toply sent in despatch No, 670 of the 30th ultimo to your telegram No, 144 of 
the 24th ultimo, of which the sense was as follows : 


‘The question has been brought back into the diplomatic channel by the appoint 
mont of «Turco-Persian Commission, and it seems to me that the locus standi of the 
mediating Powers is open to question, unless and until this Commission fails to arrive 
At a setilomont. Meanwhile all we can do would seem to be to continue to make 
representations to tho Ottoman Government on the lines we have followed up to now. 





(86149) No. 151, 


‘Sir N. O'Conor to Sir Ediward Grey.—( Received November 1.) 

Wo, 146) 

(Telegraphic) P. 
‘TURCO-PERSIAN frontier dispu 
My Russian colleague and I much fear that the proposal, referred to in your 

tology No. 273 of the Bbth ultimo to Sir A. Nicolson, that the Consuls should assist 


Constantinople, Nocember 1, 1907. 
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the Turco-Persian Commission would be rejected by the Porte, and I cannot but think 
that the effect of the more formal demands which the two Powers may have to make 
Jater for joint delimitation would be weakened. TI therefore question the advisability 
‘of making the proposal. 

Tt would, of course, be another matter were such a proposal put forward by the 
Porte themselves, 





[36086] No. 152. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson, 
Qo. 279, as 
(Uelegraphic.) B. Foreign Office, November 1, 1907, 
jog EER: to Mes Mating’. alsgram) No} $15;01 We Plat uleing ‘Darco-Persian 
ontier. 

‘This information should be communicated to the Russian Government by you. 


Repetition should be sent to Teli dO ti your 
eee yran and Constantinople of all your telegrams on 





(86036) No. 153, 


f Sir Edward Grey to Mr, Marling. 
(No. 
telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, November 1, 1907. 


‘DIIE false statement which the instructions of the ‘Turkish Ambassador contain 
should he rofuted with energy, 


Reference is to your telegram No. 316 of the 3lst ultimo, 





(36037) No. 164. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir N. O'Conor, 


P. Foreign Office, November 1, 1907. 
R to Mr. Wratislaw’s telegram No. 21 of the 21st ultimo: 'Purco-Persion 


_, Itis not in my opinion expedient that Mr. Wratislaw should at present 
Ushu, You should send instructions to him to this effect, SESE. 





(36089) No. 155. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir N. O'Conor, 
mens rey O'Conor. 


(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, Novem 1907. 
p ’ tf ier, November 1, 190 
PLEASE refer to Sir A. Nicolson’s telegram No. 226 if imo: Ture 
ae ir A. Nicolson’s telegram No. 226 of the 3lst ultimo: ‘Turco 


We consider the proposal favourably ; please inform us of your views. 


(86259) No. 156, 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 2.) 


aa Ber irre ae November 2, 1907. 
are of opinion that “ Ce ‘ts To ic 
quarantine, may return to Bagdad, : ag ea 

Lentirely concur. 


Reference is to my telegram No. 310 of the 28th ulti ing Maj 
{elogram No. 120 of the 27th ultimo, See eee Ee RTS 





[1si9) 25 
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[36148] No. 157. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir N. O'Conor. 
(No 156.) 
(Telographic.) P. Foreign Office, November 2, 1907. 
‘RURCO-PERSIAN frontier : Your telegram No. 145 of the Ist instant. 
T agree, but most. earnest representations should be made by your Excellency, in 
concert with your Russian colleague, to the Sultan. 





[86087] No, 158, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson, 
(No, 281) 
Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, November 2, 1907. 
GERMAN proceedings in Persia (see your telegram No, 223 of the 28th ultimo), 
Please ascertain what views are held by Russian Government regarding the 
information supplied by, Mr. Marling’s telegram No. 317 of the Ist instant; but 
should avoid every mention of the procedure proposed in paragraph which begins with 
eotde Tegal Miler aoreea down to word “established.” ‘We do not approve 
it 











(36033) No, 159, 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling. 

(No. 163.) 
(Pelegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, November 2, 1907. 
TIBARING news of an attack made on their school at Kermanshah, and of the 
danger in which the Jewish community stands, the “ Alliance Isradlite,” of Paris, have 
‘urged that, French Minister may be instructed to secure protection for them. 

‘Pho French Minister may be making representations to Persian Government, You 
should consult him with a view to joining in those representations. 

















[36259] No, 160. 
Foreign Office to Initia Office.—(Received November 2.) 
(Confidential) 
i, Foreign Office, November 2, 1907. 





WITH reference to Foreign Office letter of the 21st instant, respecting the visit of 
His Majesty's ship “Comet” to the Karun River, Tam direc Secretary Sir E, 
Groy to transmit, horewith, for the information of Mr. Secretary Morley, copy of a 
2 tolegeam from His Majesty's Chargé d’Mfaires at ‘Tehran,® reporting that he agrees 
in the opinion expressed: by the Go of India that that yessel may return to 
Bagdad after completing her quarantine, 

Tam to state that Sir E, Grey conours in this view. 















Tam, &e. 
(Sigued) LOUIS MALLET, 








(36295) No. 161, 
Sir N, O'Conor to Sir Kdward Grey.—(Received November 3.) 

(No. 147.) 
(Pelographic.) P. Constantinople, November 3, 1907. 
URCO-PERSIAN frontier dispute. 

T yesterday re following teles 

“Theat Grom the British Vi 
«holy war against Turke 
information from hin as to His Majesty 
making war on Turkey. 








am from Urmia, No. 2 





, dated 





terday :— 








‘onsul that there are rumours of a plan to promote 
overnor-General has been trying to extract 
overnment’s attitude in the avent of Persi 









* No 158, 
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“The Russian Viee-Consul has gone to visit the distriets ovoupied by th 
He hopes to see the Turkish Commissioner, but the latter still remains on the 
side of the frontier. 

“There are indications that some at least of the Turkish troops, who appear to be 
suffering privations, will be withdrawn for the winter, Some ‘Turkish soldiers visited 
Bend a few days ago, and appropriated, withont payment, a quantity of fire-wood.”” 














[36291] No, 162. 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey. —(Received November 3.) 
(No. 297.) 
(Telegraphic.) _P. St. Petersburgh, Novenber 3, 1907. 

REFERRING to your telegram No. 284 of the 2nd instant, and Mr. Marling’s 
telegram No. 317 of the 31st ultimo. 

‘The substance of the information which Mr. Marling had gathered from the 
President of the Council I hiad already communicated verbally to M. Goubastoff, but I 
did not mention suggestion of M. de Hartwig with regard to tho National Bank being, 
alluded to in contract, as T thought 1t possible that that proposal might not meet wit 
your approval. 

Tt might be of advantage, I told his Excellency, if some understanding were short! 
arrived at with regard to French Financial Adviser's functions, and he hoped, he said, 
that M. Panafien would shortly supply, him with information as to instructions with 
which French Government would furnish M. Bizot. 

T requested M. Goubastoff to let mo seo him as soon as he receives tho information, 
and not to send any instructions on the subject to Tok:ran until I have beon informed 
Of your views, in order to avoid all confusion, and so that similar instructions may be 
furnished to both Representative 

Beyond saying that information given by Mr. Marling: was interesting, aud thanking 
imo for having obtained it, ho made no special remarks on the subject, In reply to his 
inquiry whether [had received any information regarding Imperial Bank of Persia, 

n point 2 of my telegram No. 228 of the 28th ultimo, T presumed that thore 
nothing in the report as I had heard nothing on tho subject. 






























» 163, 





[36292] N 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Biliward Grey.—\Received November 3.) 





(No. 228.) 
(Telegraphic) P. 
THAVE repeated the following to Cons! 


St. Petersburgh, Novenbes 3, 1907, 
inople and Tehran :— 


281 and 











of the 2nd instant, [should bo: 
id wish me to inform the Russian Gove 
the British and Russian Ambassad 


With reference to your telegrams Nos. 
glad to be instructed a8 to whether you w 
Inent that, owing to the reasons given 
Constantinople, the question had better be deferred as to the assistance of the Consuls 
at the Frontier Commission, even were they morely accorded a consultative voice, 

Tivould explain matters to M. Goubastoff, who is still awaiting our reply, 


















(36293) No. 164. 


Mr, Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 3: 








,) P.. Tehran, ember 3, 1907,, 
S informed yesterday by M. de Hartwig that, Naib-cs-Sultanch and Amir 
ur Jang are orgatiizing a conspiracy to pat Shoa-es-Sultanch on the throno, after 
the Shah, He added that he was ing the necessity for taking measires 
sinre safety of Shah hy telegraph to hi ninent. 
Plot appears very improbable in view of worthless character of Shon-es-Sultanch, 
and fact that Valiabd is Naib-es-Sultanch's grandson. 

No direct evidence in confirmation obtainable, [tis true that Court functions 
and most of his servants have abanloned Shab, and assissivation would not be 
dificult. ‘There have, however, been no occurrences recently of a nature to embitter 
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ic i ii ac it tic ¢ ignorant and dangerous 
uublic feoling against His Majesty in particular. Among ignorant g 
Breas iin an RRe Une micas occ than usual, though not more thin 
might be anticipated in Ramazan, and two threatening sermons have been preached, 


r Shah, I cannot help 
thinking that Russian Minister is still pursuing ites Please refer to 
my telegram No, 800 of the 21st ultimo, 





[86325] No, 165. 


Sir N. O'Conor to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 4.) 
ge oe Therapia, October 30, 1907. 
"WITH reference to. your tologram No, 144 of tho 24th instant, inquiring what 
course T would now suauest to seonre the withdrawal of Turkish troops from Persian 
torritory, Lhave the honour to state that a similar question has been addressed to my 
Russian colleague by his Government. 
‘The appointment of a Turco-Pe 4 
80 long delayed his departure for the frontier, 
ck into the diplomatic channel, and T do not see that 
for us to take any fresh action in the matter, a view wh 
Ambassador 


(Signed) N. R. O'CONOR. 





(86516) No, 166, 
India Office to Foreign Office —( Received November 4.) 


‘DH Under-Socrotary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 

State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr. Secretary Morley, 
rs herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram 
from the Viceroy, dated the 2nd instant, relative to the Abu Musa Red Oxide 
Concession, 


India Office, November 4, 1907. 


Tnelosuro in No, 166, 
Government of India to Mr. Morley, 


(Telegraphic) P. November 2, 1907. 
me *ORIKGAt Assistant, Bunder Abbas, telegraphs on the 28th October as follows 
regarding situation on Abu Musa 


“Report has reached me from Lingah that Herr Wonckhaus’ local representati 
Mr. Brown, sailed on the 22nd ultimo for the island, accompanied by Abdullah: 
Hassan and somo ty Ns Brows took with him @ German fag to place 

won the-accumulations of oxide. On the 25th ultimo the party returned to Lingah, 
TIN HSMD tate Waynes a te ea aCTEAN ee G Vehaved with 
resoliition, Mr. Brown now proposes to repres case to the German Government, 
and is going to Bushire for that purpose.” 
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(6294) No. 164°. 
Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.— (Received November 3,) 
(No. 822.) 


(Telegraphic.) P, Tehran, November 8, 1907. 

FRENCH Financial Adviser: my telegram No. 817 of the Sist ultimo, 

Obstacles encountered by French Minister in arriving at agreement. regar 
AL. Bizot’s contract would be explained by information given me by Russian Ministor 
to the effect that Herr Jung, an agent of Mondelssolin’s Bank, is on his way to 
‘Tehran, 

Presence of Jung and Richthofen, who is returning to Telixan immodiately to 
replace German Minister, will create ‘serious complications, and Eyench Miniter 
accordingly urges me to bring the strongest pressure on the Persian Government to 
settle the question before their arrival he himself is unwilling at this ‘conjuncture 
to take strong action, which would have the appearance of opposition to Germmny ie 
a matter in which France has no material interest, : 

AL. de La Martinitre points out that for following reasons appointment of French 
Adviser is of first importance to Russia and ourselves :— 


dan fanld Germans eventually finance National Bank it would langely nullify 
German influence, 

2, It would give us accurate knowledge of Persian finance, and practically joint 
control over it, 

3. Tt would, in point of fact, bo « natural complement of our recent Agreement, 


‘There still exists the danger that, after all, the Persian Government may declin 
M. Bizot’s services and placo themselves in the hands of Germany, Should. this 
reality occu itwould be to the serious prejudice of many of our interests, ey, rene 
of Telegraph Concessions, 

Thave yielded to request of French Minister, 

Both M. de Hartwig and he take a serious view of situation, being much perturbed 
at German activity, 

As regards wording of contract, Vrench Ministor is prepared to make a trivial 
concession, i.e, he agrees to allude to establishment of the National Bank, inslend. at 
making mere mention of it, ‘Though there is no alteration in sonso of contract, he 
helioves some Persian objectors will be satisfied by addition of word * establishmost,” 
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[36525] No. 167. 


Sir N. O'Conor to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 4.) 
(No. 148.) 
(Welegraphic.) P. 
TURCO-PERSIAN frontier dispute. 
T have to-day received the following telegram, No. 25, dated the 31st ultimo, from 
Unnia :— 


“Tn the records of the American Mission here I have found Reports dated 1838, 
1841, 1846, and 1849, to the United States’ Missionary Board, furnishing information 
which seems to be valuable on account of its age and the obvious impartiality of the 
Americans. The Reports clearly state the Persian ownership of Baradost, Tergavar, 
and Mergavar, and the position of the frontier. Shall I be justified in acquainting the 
Persian Commission with this ? 

“An incident occurred here yesterday which caused some excitement, and which, 
if repeated, might lead to trouble. Vive armed soldiers, under a Turkish Lieutenant, 
arrived unexpectedly with a tent and baggage, and informed the Turkish Consular 
Agent that they came from Lahigjian and were proceeding to join the Erzeroum Army 
Corps. The Consular Agent at once sent them on towards Tergayar.” 


Constantinople, November 4, 1907. 

















(86519) No, 168, 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—( Received November 4.) 





(No, 229.) 
eee he Pp. St. Petersburgh, November 4, 1907. 
WITH reference to Mr. Marling’s telegram No. of yesterday's date, as the 
Russian Government are anxious lest Germany should acquire an influence over Persian 
finances, I think T could obtain their consent to the terms of the French contract even 
with the insertion of the establishment of the National Bank. Would you wish: me to 
press the Russian Government to consent to these terms in view of the approaching 
of a German Hinancial Agent at Tehra 
‘The above has been repeated to Mr. Marling. 





















(86530) No. 169, © 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 4.) 

(No, 230.) 
(Telegraphic.) St. Petersburgh, Novemler 4, 1907. 

THAD a visit from M. Goubastoff to-day. He came to tell me that he had ked 
the Minister of Finance to open at once to the Russian Minister at ‘Tehran a credit of 
60,000 to 100,000 tomans, with power to go up to 150,000 tomans. His reason for 
this was the very serious financial straits in which the Shah was at present; his 

guards were threatening to desert, as he was unable to pay them, Tn the 

waar his attempts at raising money had proved unsuccessful. His Excellency said 
that the Russian Government felt bound to assist the Shah, and could not leave him 
exposed to possible personal danger. 

T thanked M. Goubastoff for informing me of the above, and have repeated this 
telegram to Tehran, 


























(86531) No. 170. 


Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 4.) 
(No, 231,) 
(Welegraphic.) P. St. Petersburgh, November 4, 1907, 

I SHOULD add, with reference to my immediately preceding telegram, that 
M. Goubastoff intimated that, in view of the condition in Persia, Russian Government 
Would probably be obliged, as a matter of precaution, to move some troops to the 


Trntien, Upon his referring to the salutary effect produced by the presence of the 
519} 2F 
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“Comet,” I mentioned that though no special anti-foreign feeling existed at present, it 
might still develop, and I told him that T believed that the “Comet” had as her object 
tho protection against the tribes of some agents of a British Oil Syndicate. It was 
at present at Mohammerah, being unable to proceed up the river to Ahwaz. I have 
informed His Majesty’s Chargé Ei Misived ae Tatra ot thelabare: 





[86520] No. 171. 


Mr, Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 4.) 

(No, 428) 

(Welegraphic.) PB. 
ANGLO-RUSSIAN Agreement, 
Please refer to Sir ©, Spring-Rice’s despatch No. 215 of the 24th September. 
Following is. substance of reply just received from Persian Government to 

Sir ©, Spring-Rice's note of the 27th September:— 

Only Contracting Powers are concerned by Agreement, Persia, in view of her 

absolute’ independence, de ‘ard herself as affected by any sort of Agreement 

two or more foreign Powers. In accordance with 

of “open door,” Persin will strive to improve lier friendly 

relations with foreign Powers, Persia will earry out her obligations scrupulously a3 

roguvds Joans, and a copy of this note will be communicated to the Representatives of 
friendly Powers hy the Persian Government, 


‘Tehran, November 4, 1907. 





























(86527) No. 172, 


Mr, Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 4.) 
No, 424,) 
Polographic.) _P. ‘Tehran, November 4, 1907. 
INSTRUCDIONS received by urkish Ambassador have not been carried out (see 
telegram No. 158 of the Ist instant). 
Note of spontaneous thinks for help given by His Majesty’s Government bas 
deen received from Persian Government, 








you 








(36528) No. 178, 
Mr, Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 4.) 


ie) P. Tehran, November 4, 1907. 
NISWER for Foreign Affairs says that Turco-Persian Frontier Commission is 
asto of timo, and that futility of Joint Commission, unless Consuls are admitted 
10 moctings, is absolutely proved by experience of Ehtesham-es-Sultanch on late 
Commission, Mis Hixcollency earnestly hopes that authorization may be given to the 
{Amnssadors (0 press necoptance of Consuls on Sublime Port. 
© So far I have not told him that this courso is not favourably viewed by His 
Majesty's Governmont, 
‘Nhis morning Persian Commissioner left. 















(86529) No. 174. 


& Mr, Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 4.) 
‘No, 325.) 
Miser) P. 
PLEASE refer to my telegram No, 821 of yesterday. 5 
Et can hardy be doubted that the Shab’ intsigues and efforts to foment disorders 
are the causes of a movement for His Majesty's deposition, which isgaining ground 
snd may lecome serious. largish party, headed by a certain preacher, wlio want to 
jaco Zil-es-Sultan on the throne, are against His Majesty, who is publicly supported 
by auothor prominent prenchioe arid aceretly (K have’ reason to: tellevo) by certai 
Russian Agents, 


Tehran, November 4, 1907. 
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‘The Majlis, in concert with Government, is doing its best to maintain order, and 
is associated with neither of the two factions, whom they succaeded in preventing last 
night from coming to blows. In belief of Minister for Foreign Affairs, though ery 
for deposition will revive later, things will calm down in one or two days. 

It is believed that Shah is endeavouring to precipitate intervention by Russia. » 





[36294] No. 175, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 


No, 286.) 
Telegraphic.) P. 
THE Rn 


Foreign Office, November 4, 1907. 
n Government should be informed of the substance of Mr. Blealas 
he 








telegram No. 322 of the 3rd instant, and yon should stat which 
expresses, namely, that the conclusion of French adviser’s contract is of» great 





importance, is shared by me, 

Having pointed out that, even were the National Bank founded, the influence of 
French adviser is that under which it.would be least harmful. You should urge the 
Russian Government to agree without delay to conclusion of contract, oven if, in 


cordance with suggestion of French Minister, a mention were made of establishment 
of National Bi 


Un 















ishment of National Bank under proper conditions were contemplated, 
it would be unfair to press Persian Government for conclusion of contract, aud for the 
reason given, above the Russian Government will, 1 hope, see that this course is tho 
best. It is of the greatest importance that not./only our Representative, hut also 

Minister at ‘Tehran, should make use of all his influence actively, 


























[36149] No. 176, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 
(No. 287.) 
(Telegrap 







R, Foreign Office, November 4, 1007. 
PLEASE refer to Sir N, O'Conor's telegram No, 110) of the 1st instant, anit your 
telegram No. 228 of the 8rd instant: Turco-Persian fron 
We doubt whether it is wiso to press the proposal that the Commission should 
Teceive assistance of Consuls, considering that the opinion of hoth Ambnssadors at 
Constantinople is adverse. 















(35492) No. 177. 


Sir Hdioard Grey to Mr. Marling. 





(No. 188.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, November 4, 190) 
I HAVE received your despatch No. 224 of the 9th ultimo relative to the vo 
attempt of the Heshinef-ul-Mulk to return (o Seistan as joint Governor of that provi 
and the district of Kai 
Teoneur in the: 









ww that his return is most undesirable, and I approve the action 


taken by you to prevent it. 


Tam, &e, 
(Signed) B, GREY. 












[36627] No. 178. 
ean) Mr. Marling to Sir Ediward Grey—(Received November 5.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, November 5, 1907. 


SITUATION at Shiraz has for some days past hoon disquieting; in and anout 
the town are a considerable number of Kashgai tribesmen, and there has been frequent 
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Thaye now received the following telegram from His Majesty's Consul, 
dated the 8rd instant:— 


“Situation in Shiraz. 

* «Tam informed by a German subject that he was attacked on the high road, 
within a mile of Shiraz, this morning, and literally stripped by four armed mon, 
though limself armed, mounted, and accompanied by a servant. German: Minister 
has heen informed of details by telegraph. 

“There has heon a vague feeling for some days that no attention will be paid to 
situation here unless Europeans suffer. Local authorities are, in my opinion, totally 
unable to give protection to Europeans in Shiraz, I ventire to urge advisability of 
immediately dispatching as many sowars as can be spared from Bushire to Shiraz. 

iets for Shiraz, due at Bushire the 6th November, should follow at earliest possible 


Power of Persian Government to take effective measures is doubtful, but I have 
mado urgent representations to the Minister for Foreign Affairs. Arrival of reliefs 
would bring up escort to twelve men, and I would accordingly suggest: detaining 
relieved guard until situation is calmer. 

In the event of state of affairs becoming more menacing, instructions might be 
sont to Consul-Gencral at, Bushire to hold in readiness twenty-five or thirty of his 
native Indian infantry for dispatch to Shiraz, which they would reach in six day: 

Allover the country unrest is increasing, Serious exeesses are being committed 
by Persiun Turcomans near Astrabad, and Government has been powerless. 





36624) No. 179. 


Mr, Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received Noveniber 5.) 

No, 829.) 
{ieioemphio) Py Tehran, November 5, 1907. 

‘NURCO-PERSIAN Frontier Commissi 

May I urge, with reference to my telegram No, 325 of the 4th November, and 
to your tolegram No, 27 to Sir A, Nicolson of the sume dato, that it will make it 
more difficult for Germany to offer hi ces if the Consuls assist officially, if only 
“A voix consultative.” 

Whe Russian Minister is telegraphing to St, Petersburgh in the same sonse, as he 
shares this 





(86531) No, 180. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A, Nicolson. 
(No. 295.) 
(Wolegraphie) BP. 
SITUATION in Persia, 
‘The withdrawal of the “Comet™ has taken place. 


Foreiyn Office, November 6, 1907. 





{86680} No. 181, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson, 


) Foreign Office, November 5, 1907. 


PORTED amalgamation of Imperial and National Banks. 
Please refer to your telegrams No, 223 of the 28th ultimo and No. 227 of the 
3rd instant. 
Nothing is known by Dircotors of Imperial Bank of any negotiations the object of 
which is amalgamation of interests of National and Imperial Banks, 





us 


(86525) No. 182, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir N. O’Conor. 
(No. 164.) ia a 





(36295) No. 183. 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Martin 

(No. 167.) % ia 
(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, November 5, 19 

ELEASE refer to Mr. Wratilaw’stalozram No.4: Turco-Barstar heater. 

Instructions should be sent to Vice-Consul at Tabreez that all his influence should 
be exerted with tho Governor-General in the interests of peace, He should point out, 
the rosults which war with Turkey must inevitably prodce, and that Persia is under 
an obligation to wait until the inquiries of the ‘Tureo-Persian Commission have 
produced results. 

You should speak to the Minister for Foreign Affair in similar Inngungo. 

ions should be sent to St. Petersburgh and Constantinople of all your telegrams 
i this subject. 





(36627) No, 184. 


Foreign Office to India Office. 
(Content) ee og 
Sir, se Foreign Office, November 6, 1907. 

T AM directed by Secretary Sir 8. Grey to. eanait ee herewith, to be ia 
Dofore Mr. Secretary Morley, eopy of a telegram from Mis Majesty's Changs d’AMairos 
at Tehiran,® relative to tho serious situation reported by His Majesty's Consul at Shiraz 
to exist at that place, 

Sir F. Grey concurs in Mr, Marling'a suggestion that the present oscort should 
n n at Shiraz after the arrival of the expected reliefs, until the situation hae 
improved, and I am to suggest that, should Mr. Morley see no objection, immediate 
instructions may be sent to the Government of India in this sonse, ‘ 

The proposal that His Majesty's Consul-General at Bushire should be instructed to 
hold twenty-five or thirty sowars in readiness to start for Shiraz if the situation 
hecomes more threatening, does not recommend itself to Sir B. Grey. ‘Tho quostion of 
dispatching a force inland would have to be most carefully considered in all its aspects, 
and the number suggested by Mr. Marling would appear inadequate, Sir B, Groy 
would be glad of Mr. Morley’s observations in regard to this point, 

Tam, &e. 
(Signed) LOUIS MALLET. 





{36697} No. 185, 
(ioe Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—( Received November 6.) 
(Telegraphic) P. St, Petersburgh, November 

T HAVE repeated the following to ‘Tehran and (Gonteaneingnts pees c eT: 


With reference to Mr. Marling’s telegram No, 825 of the 5th instant, until 
; & ig gram No, 925. 0 bth instant, unti 
evr further from you T will abstain, as 1 haye done hitherto, from informing, Ne 


* No. 178, 
519) 
(1519) Ag 





Bury 


Russian Government that, in consideration of the views expressed by the British and 
Russian Ambassadors at Constantinople, His Majesty’s Government are of the opinion 
that it would be advisable that the Porte shonld not be pressed to consent to the 
proposal that the Consuls should assist at the meetings of the Frontier Commission. 





[86710] No. 186. 


Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.— (Received November 6.) 
No, 233.) 
Telegraphic.) P. 

PH following is confidential :-— 


To-day 1 spoke to M. Goubastoff with regard to projected movements towards 
Persian frontion of Russian troops, and such movements would, I hinted, in present 
explosive condition of Persian feeling, be misinterpreted and exaggerated at Tehran, 
and the Shah might thereby be put in'a position, if not of danger, of extreme difficulty. 
he said, he was submitting to the Emperor the draft of a telegram to M. de 
askiny his opinion and advice on this matter. 
My romarks will, T think, he considered by M. Goubastoff, At present, I added, 
both of us must act with extreme prudence, and the fact that we were both cordially 
working together was of immense advantage. To this he heartily agreed. 


St, Petersburgh, November 6, 1907, 


(86711) No. 187. 


Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 6.) 





(No. 231.) 
(Tolographic.) P. St. Petersburgh, November 6, 1907. 
REFERRING to your telegram No. 286 of the 4th November. 
Financial adviser in Persia, 7 
M, Goubastoff agrees to send instruc 1s to M. de Hartwig to expedite the nomina- 
n of MB iblo, and that, as regards mention of National Bank 
boing inserted in contract, no difficulties should’ be made. 


(86693) No, 188. 





Mr. Marling to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received November 6.) 
(No, 830.) 
‘olographic.) P, Tehran, November 6, 1907. 
MU RCO-PERSTAN frontier, 
Tam assured by the Minister for Foreign Affairs that all idea of forcible measures 
has been definitely abandoned, 
T have, howevor, instructed Stovens, in accontance with your telogcam No. 167 
of the Sth November, making special mention of the necessity of keeping the tribes 
quiet, 





(36696) No. 189, 


Mr, Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 6.) 
(No. 331.) 
(Belographic.) P. __ Tehran, November 6, 1907. 
T AM informed by the Minister of Foreign Affairs that he knew nothing of 
Jung's visit to Tehran, He also denies all knowledge of German offer to assist in 
foundation of National Bank, 
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36694) No. 190, 


& Mr. Marling to Sir Edward rey.—(Received November 6.) 
io. 335 


slographic) P. Tehran, November 6, 1907. 
PLEASE see Sir A. Nicolson’s telegram to ou of tho 4th insiant, No, 201, 
Districts near Abbasabad, on Meshed-Tehran road, botween Miandesht and 


Maziuan, have been pillaged by Persian ‘Turcomans, In'addition to cattle and loot 
they carried off fifty women and children from Mn’don-i-Mis, and killed ten people, 
Itis reported that they haye gone from there to Jovian, 35 miles west of Salvewar, 
and carried off much money, killing sixty and wounding forty persons, 

English telegraph clerk at Meshed supplied above information, have asked 
His Majesty's Consul-General to report by telegraph, as £ have no news from hi 

At Astrabad state of alfairs is very bad As Persian Goverment is unable to 


n ept post and end t restore onter, for more than six months 

heen no Governor thers, M. de Hartwig hints that Russian Governinont 
tnay he compalled to bring troops across: the frontion to protect their subjects, who 
re un mis in these dist 


[36627] No, 191 





Sir Edward Grey to Mr, Marling, 


Foreign Off November 6, 1907, 
? Your telegram No, 827 of the 5th instant, 
and I are in communication. You should, if it sooms to you 
necessary, repeat to British subjects a warning to leave for ports i ease situation rows 
menacing, and supposing this course is practicable 
nit so small a body of native infantry should be sont from Bushire to Shiva ia 
‘out of the question, 





(35496) Nod 


Sir Edward Grey to \.r, Marling. 
(No. 1884) 
Sir, Koreign Office, November th, LWT. 
I HAVE received your despatch No. 228 of the 1Wih Octubr relative to the 
Dizfil-Khoremabad traile route, 

Tconeur in your opinion that tho presont moment is inopportune for pressing the 
falfiliment of Concessions held by foreigners 

You should, therefore, take ino further action in the matter for the pro 

Tam, &e, 

(Signed) B, GREY, 





(35496) No. 193, 


Foreign Office to Persian Transport Company 
Sir, Foreign Office, November 6, 1907, 
A COPY of your letter of the 18th June, relative to the Dizful-Khoremalad trade 
Toute, was forwarded to His Majesty's Legation at ‘Tehran, and I am directed by 
Secretary Sir E. Grey to inform you that a further despatch on the subject has been 
Tecelved from His Majesty's Chargé d’Affaires at that place. 

Mr. Marling, while of opinion that. the opening up of this route as an artery of 
trade is highly desirable, considers that the present moment is most inopportune for 
Pressing the fulfilment of Concessions licld by foreigners. ‘The National’ Assembly, 
whose position and influence in the country recent events have greatly strengthened, 4 
notoriously: hostile to the extension of foreign enterprise and tho accumulation” of 
foreign interests in Persia. Tho Government has uot. the means at its disposal, even 
had it the will, to establish order amongst the lawless tribes through whose country the 
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in questi 20 i he fears that mere diplomatic 
d tion would pass. In these circumstances 

Tprosuttentinwarer eigoraislsiepalied by His Majesty's Legation, would be anes Re 
Svereoming the apathy of the Government, still less to. translating it into elles 
action in opposition tothe recently awakened national sentiments of the Popular party. 

Tn viow of the opinion expressed by Mr. Marling, Sir E. Grey is instructing him 

ction in the matter for the present. oe 
Sra arise gresteryot tha host questions be aie in, the 
y—a contingency which appears not ely to Mr. Marling —as to the iS 

ee or ee the Concession, and their reluctance to share with any one 
ae covery offort will be made by His Majesty's Legation to combat such host 
comment aes 


(Signed) ' LOUIS MALLET. 





(86758) No, 194. 
India Office to Foreign Office:—(Received November 7.) 


i India Office, November 6, 1907. 
Sms roply to your letter of the 2nd Tam directed by Ms, Seoretar poe 
inclose copy of a telegram from the Government of India, dated the Ist ins 
ee Y i in M ; Mo a : a of the 2nd instant, and to state, for the mntopmnt HO 
of the Secretary of State for Poreign Affairs, that the Gove raiment of India He een 
requested to give instructions for the return of the “ Comet” to Bagdad on completion 
‘of her period of quai 


Tam, & 
(Signed) COLIN G. CAMPBELL 


Inclosure in No. 194, 


Government of India to Mr. Morley, 
(Pelographic.) P. India Office, November 1, 1907. 
MY tologram of the 12th ultimo 
Following message, dated the 
Resident, Bushites 


“ Consiil, Miya, telegraphs as follows, : 
‘+ Ouving to shallowness of river, the “Comet” is amable to come within 4 mil 
SAA eae Re eee aL mn hontan: Met aig oo auaraatne 
station at Aliwvaz, and no means of dealing with the case here, I have instructed 1 
Comet” to go to Mohiamneral to place the man in quarantine there, and, to await 
orders from you, If my opinion is required, E should say that the “Comet” is quite 

powverless to have effect on the Bakhtiari question, and her presence at 
Fr veophiow Gielolunanuer contre 


“Whiat are your orders for ‘Comet’? ‘The Resident is not in reach’of telegraph 


Ty the eiveumstunces it is our opinion that, on completion of period of quarantine, 
ght bo as woll that the ” should return to Bagdad, 


{86833} No. 195. 
Invia Office to Foreign Office. —(Reee 


Sin, z 

IN reply to your | ° Wt Shiraz, 1 am directed 
yeti Secretar Alorle *, for the information of the Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs, copy of a telegram which has been sent ucting: the Government 
of India to arrange that the present escort should remain at Shiraz after the arrival of 
tls expected reliels, until the situation has improved. 
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As regards Mr. Marling’s proposal that 25 or 30 of the Bushire guard should 
be held in readiness to leave for Shiraz, Mr. Morley agrees with Sir Ii, Grey that 
the dispatel of co small a force would be useless. Tho objections to the employment 
of small detachments were stated in the telegram from tho Government of India of tho 
17th January, inclosed with my letter of the 23rd January ; and it was laid down in 
Sir B. Grey’s telegram to His Majesty's Minister at Tehran of tho 12th February, No, 18, 
that action, if necessary for the protection of foreigners, must be confined for physical 
reasons to the ports, Mr. Morley, on the information before: him, sees no reason why 
this policy should be modified. 

Tam, &e. 
igned) A. GoDLEEY. 


—————————— es 


Tnelosure in No, 195, 
Mr. Morley to Government of India, 


(Telegraphic,) P. India Office, November 6, 1907. 

HAVING regard to situation at Shiraz, as reported in telegram from lis Majesty's 
Chargé d'Mfiaites, Tehran, of the 5th November, His Majesty's Government aecape 
the proposal that the present escort should stay on after the expected reliofs arrivo, 
until there is an improvement in the situation, Instractions to this effect should be 
issued accordingly, 

Chargé d’Alfaires lias been told, in reply to his proposal for sending a small force 
from Bushire, that there can be no question of dispatching so small a body, and ‘has 
hoon instructed, if necessary, to repeat warning to British subjects that, if practicable, 
they should proceed to port, 

Do you see any reason to modify view that, should foreo become abjsolutaly necossary 
for protection of forcignors, our action must, for physical reasons, be confined to ports? 


Seo your telegram of the 17th January last, and mine of tho $th February aud the 
18th February, 





136777) No, 196, 


Treasury (0 Foreign Offce—(Receined November 7.) 
Sir, Treasury Chambers, November 6, 1907. 

IN ‘view of the further explanations given in Mr. Mallets lettor of the 80th ultimno, 
Tam directed by the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty's Treasury to request. you 16 
inform Secretary Sit E, Grey that if the additional: guards at Ispahan aro required 
éolely for the protection of the Consulate and the Consular stall my Lords are prepared 
to accept the charge to Imperial funds of one-half of the additional expenditure, 
namely, 2681 initial and 5801, per annum recurrent, But my Lords see no reason. why, 

responsibility should be undertaken for the protection of any other persons, 

‘The increased guard at Ahwaz appears from the inclosures to Mi Mallot's lotter 
to be required maiuly for the protection of the employés of the Oil Syndicate; and 
tny Lords aro unable to sco any sullicient reason for imposing a chargo of 1,026), per 
amnum on the public funds of this country for such a purpose, 

Tam, &e. 
(Signed) G. H. MURRAY, 





(36821) No, 197, 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 7.) 
3.) 


aphic.) P. 
SIR A. NICOLSCN’S telegram No, 
20 of the same date, 


Tehran, Novenber 7, 1907. 
230 of the 4th November, and my telogram 


(Seeret.) 


ied by tho Prime Minister that there are incontrovertible 
ing to create disorders in ‘Tehran; the Russian colonel of 
ck brigade, for instance, who admitted that he acted on the orders of tho 


9 2H 





ns 


Binh, refused to obey the orders of the Government to send 200 men to police 
barracks near the Bazans, to be in readiness in case of need, when riots threatened 
fon the night of the 4th instant. ‘The Chief of Police, in the Shah's pay, tried to 
foment riot 

Matters may calm down if the end of Ramazan, two days hence, is reached 
without trouble, and the Government believe that for the moment they have the 
situation in hand, 

Chapehal, who is constantly with the Shah, is chiof instigator. Prime Minister 
hhas more tan suspicion that the Shah is receiving money from Russian sources, and 
ie assures me that the Shah's life would bo in serious danger if the people of Tehran 
became aware of it. 

Ldo not think this is exaggerated, It is the knowledge of his intrigues, and a 
vyague suspicion of the souree whence he draws money, that has produced clamour for 
his deposition, 

lo has evidently received assurances of Russian support ; but money alone is 
yore thin useless, unless he can count on the Persian Cossack Brigade, which 
is doubtful. 

T have not again spoken to M. de Harty 

Ti view of ou recent Agreement, F presume that the Russian Government would 
not sent! troops to Shah's assistance 

Any money given to the Shia by-Russia will be, and probably has been, utilized 
by him for the purposes of agitation all over te country. 





(86822) No, 198. 


Mr. Marling (6 Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 7.) 
No. 834.) 
‘Tolegraphic.) P. Tehran, November 7, 1907. 
TNILL telograph wire between Bushire and Shira has been cut. 
‘he telegraplt wire to Meslied has also been cut (see my telegram No, 882 of the 
6th instant). 





(36826) No, 199. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 7.) 

‘No. 835.) 
(Pelegraphie.) Ps + Tehran, November 7, 1907. 

‘ALG German Minister has told the Imperial Bank of Persia that Herr Jung, 
roferroil to in my tologram No, $22 of the 3rd November, has no political mission, and 
has obtained for him recommendations to the bank's brauches at Meshed, Yezd, 
tnd Korman, Tt seems doubtful whether he is an agent of Mendelsohn, ‘The 
Persian Government deny all knowledge of him, 

le fe Commercial Attaché at Constantinople, and hias come to make an extended 
tour in Porsia; but the German Minister has requested him to come first to Wehran, 
in view of the disturbed condition of the country. 





(36837) Hoe200. 


Mr, Marling to Sir Edward Grey,—(Received November 7.) 
(0, 836.) 

Telegraphic.) P. 
SUILRAZ disturbances. 
Twill repeat warning, as directed in your telegram No, 169 of (th November, 

Dut people will not leave merely at threat of danger, and when the outbreak occurred 

the roads would be closed, and L therefore fear warning will be without effect. 
The danger may be over. Shiny situation is calmer. 

Infantry with mules could travel as safely and rapidly as sowars. 


Tehran, November 7, 1907. 





19 
[36838] No. 201. 


So. 337.) Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—( Received November 7.) 


Telegraphic.) P. ; 
logan hic.) P. Tehran, |\ ovember 7, 1907. 


FROM the same souree as that mentioned in my tel 

a y telegram No. 
6th instant T learn that the Tureomans again moved mori Dajan aah Mase 
since disappeared after being defeated by inhabitants. I have no news from His 
Majesty's Consul-General at Meshed, though telegraph is again working, 





(36697) No, 202, 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson, 


hic.) P. Forei nt 
me nee ¥, ‘oreign Office, November 7, 1907. 
os HOUR telegram No. 282 of tho Gth instant and Sir N, O'Conor's aga 
No. MO ofthe Ist instant respecting Tureo-Porsian frontier dispute a 
e think that view of Ambassadors at Constantinople, as s si 
O'Conor's telegram, carries weig mastantinople, as set forth in Sir N. 
Pray inforn Government to which you are accredited, and inquire whothor this 


view is shared by them, 





(36694) No, 203. 


Re. 171.) 

Telegraphic.) P, 
SITUATION in Persia. 
pate Aelosra apy 332 of yesterday received. 

‘on should urge Government to which you aro accredited to tako the neces 
manures. to restore order in Persia, adits thet Tis, Majesty's Govormniont. have 
recvived information of the increased disonter in. Persia, especialy on tho Meshed 
‘hran road and around Asterabad and Shiraz, with geeat'concern, =a 


Should he done ‘itisl bjects or i 
cove latlt suey done to Brith subjects or propery they wil old! Peon 


dward Grey to Mr, Murling, 


Foreign Office. November 7, 1907, 





(86758) No. 204. 


eer) Sir Edward Grey to Mr, Marling, 
(Wolegraphic.) P. rei 
TR year Foreign Office, Nowenber 7, 1907, 
Thavo rorivad your telogeum No, 319 of the 2 instant 
rders have been issued to 2 \ihatawhen period’ of’ 
aroma ae oma aut Comet” that when period of quaran 





(36833) No. 205. 


qa Sir Bdward Grey to Mr. Marling. 

wlegraphie,) P. Foreign 0, 

BL RAS : pene ¥ 

PLEASE for to my telogram No, 169 of tho th Hates Bae ty 
instructions have beon sent to Government of India to arrange that the prosent 


escort shall not leave Shiraz aft. i i 
: artis religeebavar neti Ayteat i 
cor shal not Leave the reliefs have arrived, until there is some improve- 

























(36823) No, 206. 


Memorandum respecting the Maps, prepared in 1907, of the Turco-Persian Frontier, 


(Confidential,) 
BACH s 





of these maps consists of eleven sheets inclosed in two separate cases. 
(a) Twenty-sets, with the limits of the frontier zone, as laid down by Colonels 
Williams and ‘Tchirikoff in 1852, and placed on record in the Anglo-Russian “ Tdentic” 
Map finished in 1869, shown by green lines, ‘The frontier status quo of 1904 is approxi- 
mately shown by a dotted chain line in black. ‘The frontier, proposed by the mediating. 
Commissioners, from the Persian Gulf to Hayizeh, is shown by a red line. ‘These 
twenty sets are in maroon cases, and have been distributed as follow: 


One copy to the Secretary of State, the Permanent Under-Secretary, the Parlia- 
mentary Under-Secretary, His Majesty’s Consular officers at Van, Mosul, Bagdad, 
Tabrev Mr. Wratislaw (Urumia), and His Majesty's Embassy at St, Potersburgh ; 
tivo copies to His Majesty’s Embassy at Constantinople, and two copies to His Majesty’s 
Legation at Tohiran ; four copies to the India Office; one copy to Mr. Mallet ; two copies 
to the Foreign Office Library 


(b,) Sots 21 to isive. ‘Those sets are 
frontier propose(l in the Province of Zohab is also shown by a red 
of Kotur, as laid down in July 1880 (see “Ori 

jeated by a red line, hese set 
attached, and can be used if an Anglo-R 
of these sets-are kept in the Library; one is in th “ 

(c.) Sots 26 to 30 inclusive. These are similar to set (a), except that the red line 
from tho Gulf to Hawizel and the dotted chain line are omitted, ‘These sets are in 
green cases, and could bo used by the Persian and Turkish Delegates if/a Commission 
18 appointed, As in 1877, they could be asked to trace a frontier within the zone. 
Tho additional lines contained in set (W) are only inserted for the use of mediating 
Commissioners, aud should not be shown to the P and Turkish Commissioners 
Hofore they have submitted their rival claims. These ti e kept in the Library. 

‘AI these maps are confidential, and it would be necessary to secure the consent 
of the War Office bofore utilizing them as proposed, 


Foreign Office, ALP 
Noweniber 7, 1907. 
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(36940) No. 207. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 8.) 





phic.) P. Tehran, November 8, 1907. 
MY immediately precoding tele, 
Acting Consul-Ceneral at Meshe 


“ (No, 62.) 
hafiahad, in Jovian, was fist 
thoir casualties weve 10, snd thes 
mine ti neighbourhood of Minndas 
and Killed 7 mom. hoy then seattered a 
MeshedTéhran road: Abbasabad, Dara: 
Nandin. hore were 1,000 'urkomans 
Meslied it nped in ten 
mentigned, Complete suspension Raiding is also 

are no sowirs here feriheoming, but two guns from het 
‘Duirhat-i-Maidari oxdered to Sabzewar; no rifles sent, 
chcd.”” 









n. 
telegraphs as follows to-day — 





iice where Turkomans from the Atrek appeared 
Hed $3 men. Next move was attack on conpe 



















n, Miandasht, and 
r more in all, ‘They are now holding up 
with standinls at places aboy: 
place in Buj 
and 500 i 
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[34867] No. 208. 
Foreign Office to India Office. 
(Confidential.) 
Koreign Office, November 9, 1907, 
AM directed by Seoretary Sir E, Grey fo transmit herewith, to bo laid bof 
Mr. Secretary Morley, copy of a letter from Messrs. Ellinger and Co, relative to their 
wroposal to form a Company for the exploitation of the deposits of red oxide of iron in 
the Island of Ormuz.* 

Tt will be seen that, in order to insure the subscription of the necessary capital, 
the firm desire to obtain certain assurances from His Majesty's Government, having 
regard to the attempts which a German firm is known tobe making to get control of 
the red oxide trade, and in view of the paramount importance of counteracting the 
great efforts now being made by Germany to obtain a commercial fooring in the 
Persian Gulf, Sir BE, Grey considers that every encouragement should be given to 
British enterprises of this description, and that Messrs, [llinger's request shoul, as 
far as is possible, be complied with, 

With regard to the first of the proposed assurances, it does not appear possible to 
give an absolute assurance that the Concession obtained by the Moin-ut~Cujar from 
the Persian Government is valid, but lie would bo prepared to say that, s0 far as 
information goes, the fucts are as stated in Mr, Marling’s telegram No. 305 of the 
26th ultimo, copy of which is inclosed.t 

here seems to be no objection to Nos, 2 and 8, but Sir E. Grey, after consulting 
ir ©. Spring-Rice, would not be disposed to give assurances 4 and 5 in their present 
form. 

With regard to No. 4,he considers that the special duties of communicating with the 
debenture holders in regard to matters affecting their interests would be more suitably 
confided to a special agent, He would, however, be prepared to sanction tho 
employment in this capacity of Abbas Khuli Khan, Assistant Oriental Secretary. to 
His Majesty's Legation, for which he might receive an allowaneo from the Company, 

With regard to No.6, he does not consider that the suggested duties are such as could 
properly be undertaken by His Majesty's Consul at Bunder Abbas. Complianeo with 
this suggestion would, moreover, create an awkward precedent, as it would be difficult 
to refuse similar requests for assistance, which might be made by other firms. He 
thinks, therefore, that the Company should have their own agent at Bunder Abbas, * 

Sir E. Grey would be glad to be furnished with Mr. Morloy’s observations on the 
above proposals. 

‘he favour of an early reply is requested, 










































Tam, &e. 
(Signed) LOUIS MALLET. 























{87105} No, 209, 


Sir 4, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 11.) 


(No, 544,) 
Sir, 


¥ St, Petersburgh, October 28, 1907, 

M. GOUBASTOFF handed me to-day two Memoranda, copies of which I have 
the honour to inclose, giving two it'ms of information which le had received from 
‘Tehran, but whose authenticity he did not wish to guarantee. 

I thanked M. Goubastoff for his courtesy in making these communications, and 
said that I had doubts whether the Imperial Bank of Persia was contemplating a 
fusion with the projected National Bank, but that I would inquire, 

As to the alleged action of the German Minister, it seemed to me quite possible 
that there might be some grounds for the reports which were apparently circulating 
in Tehran, and that it was also possible that the German Government might bo able 
to exercise such influence with the Sublime Porte as to lead to some solution of the 
frontier difficulty, ‘This item of intelligence was to my mind of far more importance 
than was the othier, and I would endeavour to ascertain if thre were any confirmation 
of it obtainable, 





Thave, &, 
(Signed) A. NICOLSON. 





t No. 106. 
at 
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Tnclosure in No. 209. 


Memoranda communicated by M. Goubastoff to Sir A. Nicolson. 


a) 


i vi re i M. de 

VAPRES de gnements qui viennent étre communiquées par M. ¢ 

Bete te tenis eee ae Tebdean eluent gue lo Directur de, ns Tmperial 

Bank of Persia” est ent on pourparlers avec quelques membres da M iss dans 

Je but dtarsivr uno fasion de la Banque Schal-in-Sehah avep lames Nekale 

jetée, Une des conditions de cette fusi it, il pa 

Sinner ean Anglaise 4 la nouvelle institution financidre du droit d’émettre 

des billets de banque. : 


Saint-Pétersbourg, le 15 (28) Octobre, 1907. 


(2) 


i inistre d’Allemagne 

opinion publique & Téhéran alfirme, paratt-il, que le Ministre d’ANemagy 
PRS te AE eater ecauee lise de fnaneet Ta, nouvelle, Bengus 
Nationale ot do contrbuor A uno solution favorable pour I Forse. du ditérend 
‘Vurco-Persan par rapport aux affaires de frontidre, M. Stemrich aurait demandé e 


rotour des concessions dont la nature n’est pas spécifiGe plus exactement, 
Saint-Pélersbourg, le 15 (28) Octobre, 1007. 





(37106) No. 210, 
Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 11.) 
ee) St: Petersburgh, October 31, 1907. 
” | REMINDED M. Goubastoft y hat T was still awaiting his final opinion 


hich the French Minister at Tehran had 
er in Persia would not cover the 


ive this morning a private Jeter trom M Goubastoll, stating that he hed 
Tequested the French, Minister hore to be good enough to give hin, if there were no 
objection, some details as to the instructions with which the French G nent 
proposed to furnish M, Bigot, Ho added! to me that he trusted. that these instruction 
woul! bo of nature to remove the objections of, the Russian Government and thereby 
enable thom to agroo vvith the torms of tho French commnnication to the Persian 
Goverment. He promised to let me know as soon as a decision had beon taken 


that point, aaa 
(Signed) A. NICOLSON. 





[37107] No. 211. 
Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 11.) 


St, Petershurgh, October 31, heh P 

N pursuance of the instructions conveyed in your telegram No. 273 of yesterday's 
date, Ligyuired ofS Goulstft this afternoon in what light the Russian Goverament 
Viewed the proposal of their Minister at Tehran that the Russian and British Consuls 
at resent on the frontier shout participate nthe Tureo Persian Frontier Commission, 

i sultative voice. aan 

vw Hs Exealloney said that he would gladly see the two Consuls tako an aetive part 
i i of the Commission, but, as this would probably meet with strong 
in the doliborations onli : 
objections from the Sublime Porte, he would, should His Majesty's Government concur, 








1 





join in obtaining the consent of the Sultan to the Consuls merely assisting at the 
meetings of the Commission for the purpose of giving advice. Tt was likely that even 
this limited share in the proceedings would be unyrelcome to the Ottoman Coven. 
ment, but he was quite ready to associate himself with His Majesty's Government in 
any steps which they might be willing to take towards expediting the labours of the 
Commission, In short, he was at the disposal of His Majesty's Government. in any 
course which they might think fit to take in the matter. He had no doubt that the 
Persian Government would be gratified at receiving the assistance of the Consular 
Representatives. 

At present the Russian Ambassador at Constantinople had informed the Sublime 
Porte that the Russian Consul was present on the frontier in order'to watch over the 
Interests of certain Russian subjects which had been injured by recent military. 
proceedings, and no intimationhad been made that he was there for any other purpose, 

Ttold! M, Goubastoff that T would telegraph to yon in the senso of his language to 
me, and would Jet him know your reply. 














T have, &e, ie 
(Signed) A, NICOLSON, 





{37112} No, 212. 
Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 11.) 


(No, 553, Confidential.) 
ir, St, Petersburgh, November 8, 1907. 

DURING an interview which I had yesterday with M, Goubastoff, I informed him 
that I had received some information in regard to one of the items of news which, 
ho had been good enough to give me the other day respecting certain. alloged 
proposals made by the German Minister at Tehran to the President of the Persian 
Assembly, T gave his Excellency, verbally, the substance of the conversation which 
Mr. Marling lad had with the President of the Council, and which he reported 
to you in his telegram No. 317, I did not in any way refer to the suggestion made by 
M. de Hartwig, and apparently concurred in by Mr, Marling and M. do la Martin 
that the contract to be concluded between the Frouch Financial Advisor and 
Persian Government might be enlarged so as to include some mention of the National 
Bank, as it seemed to me that it would be unwise to do so until I knew your views on 
the subject. 

Tasked M. Goubastoff whether he would soon be in a position to communicate to 
me the decision of the Russian Government.as to the formula which had already been 
communicated by the French Legation to the Porsian Government, and to which they 
ind hesitated to give their consent until they had cognizance of the torms of the 
general instructions to be issued by the French Government to M, Bizot. 1 said that [ 
thought that it would be well if the British and Russian Governments came shortly. to 
an understanding on the subject, 

(Goubastofl said that he had just seen M, de Panafion, who had intimated 
to him that in a day or two he hoped to be able to communicate the instructions 
Which the French Government proposed to issue, and that when he received them he 
would let me know, 

In regard to the information which I had conveyed to him ay to the reported 
action of the German Minister, M. Goubastoff thanked me for the interesting ‘news, 
and merely remarked that it did not appear that any recent. steps had heen, taken, 
He inquired whether I could give him any confirmation of the report which he 
had previously communicated to me, that the Imperial Bank was considering the 
question of a fusion with the National Bank ; and I told him that, in the telograms 
which I had received, no mention had been made of tho matter, and I therefore 
presumed that the report was without foundation, M. Goubastoff said that he could 
then treat it as bazaar gossip. 

With respect to the question of the functions of tho French Financial Adviser, I 
had the honour to receive your telegram No. 234 subsequent to any interview, 
and it was, in consequence, fortunate that I had refrained from touching on the poing 
of the National Bank. It seemed to me that, owing to the frequent intorchange 
of telegrams, there might be a risk of some confusion arising, and I therefore wrote 
a private letter to M. Goubastofl this morning, requesting him that, before taking. any 
action on the communication which he was expecting from M, de’Panaficu, he would 
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natter over with me and give me an opportunity of referring to you, so- 
‘an understanding as to the instructions 
‘Phe Russian Government 


possibly. ¢0 vt f 

rjesty’s Clovernmont, on the other hand, wore of opinion that the instructions to 
Hevghvon to M, Bizot would obviate such a danger, and expressed a wish, in. case the 
Trash Goverament did not hold the same view, to be informed what modifications 
Et ihe formula the latter would suggest. Before giving definite reply, the Russian 
Government are waiting to ascertain the tenour of the instructions to M. Bizot, and, 50 
far as they are concerned, there the matter rests at present. 

Thave, &. 

(Signed) A. NICOLSON. 





(37114) 218. 
Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received Novertber 11.) 


ir, St. Petershurgh, November 4, 1907. 

M, GOUBASTOFR came to see me to-day to inform me that he had received & 
tolegram from Mf.de Hartnig that the Shahi was in most serious financial straits, and 
Tid not money to pay his personal guards, whose salaries were four months in arrears. 
His Majesty had sent bis chie? euniich to the bazaars to endeavour to raise 20,000 tomans, 
ut no reapotixe had been fortheoming In these circumstances the Siah was exposed 
to serfous danger, a8 his guards would desert unless they received some payments, and 
it was nob safe at this moment to leave the Sovereign quite unprotected, 

‘AL, Goubastoi said that the Russian Government could not leave the SI 
in hie dire distress, and he had therefore written to the Minister of Finance to request 
that aereait of 60,000 to 100,000 tomans, with power to go.up to 150,000 tomans, should 
be opened at once to M. de Hartwig, 

T thanked his Exeelleney for this information, but mado no further observations. 

M, Gnubastoff went on to say that alfairs in Persia looked very serious, and that 
the Aswmbly appeared, after declaring itself to be “en permanence,” to be arrogating 
to itself executive and administrative functions. ‘There was anarchy all over the 
Country, and he thought it would he necessary, as a measure of precaution, to assemble 
fume troops on the Russian frontier to be in ‘readiness to, protect Russians and other 
foreigners aliould the vecasion arise, He had heard that the presenes of the « Comet ® 
in the Shiut-cl-Arab had produced @ salutary effect, and perhaps a similar demonstration 
fon the northern frontier might also cause an impression, 

T told M, Goubastoff that from the reports which L had seen there did not appear 
to be at present any focling against foreigners, though, of course, the turbulent spirits 
might at any moment turn their activity: against Europeans. 

T believed that the Comet had not been able to. get to Ahwaz, owing to the 
shallowness of the water, and her mission had been, so fur as I could remember, to 

srateet the agents of a British Oil Syndicate, who were in some danger, from the 
ukhtinri tribes, She had now returned to Mohammerah to await vrders, 

Tasked his Excellency if he had heard of the approaching arrival at Tehran of at 
ayent of the Mendelssolin house, He said that M. de Hartwig had mentioned the 
thutter, and that he seemed anxious as to the outeome of German activity. He did nov 
know whether M, de Hartwig was not unduly alarmed and pessimistic. 1 told his 
Travellency that L thought it desirable that German action should be carefully watched, 
‘iw voubtless the muoment was favourable for Germany to acquire considerable influence at 
‘Tehran, and perhaps obtain some control over the finanees of the country. ‘This would 
hot be in the interests either of Russia or of Great Britain ; moreover, M. de Richthofen, 
Avery busy and ambitious young diplomatist, was also returning to Tebran as Chargé 
WAitaires, and this was not an event which could be regarded with complete 
satisfaction, s 

M. Goubastoff asked if F thought. that Germany would endeavour to e-tablish the 
National Bank through the agency of M, Jung, of Mendelssohn and Co, I said T could 
not say what Germany might do or not do, I remembered M, de Schoen telling me that 
the German school at ‘Tehran was only to be a seminary for a few little German girls. 
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J had seen that it had opened with a goodly number of iat 
presumed that the original intention had Tees amplified. Paneuny, Laat tes to 
see the question of the French Financial Adviser finally settled, Al was so obscure 
and perplexing in the Persian situation that it was difficult to see clearly, M, Goubastof? 
gets a Title uneasy u to the Possible ‘aims and actions of Germany, and said 
hi in a day or two to receive from th ini instructions| wit 
ial te vena Gureeeen paveanl iG Geet hear csOn aa aeaeemann 
__ Lhave, &. 
(Signed) A. NICOLSON. 





[87119] No, 214. 
Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 11.) 


Qo. 500. Confidential.) 
Sie St. Petershurgh, Nove 
__ L INFORMED M. Goubastoff to-day that the news which T Walleeertad ton 
‘Tehran was somewhat disquieting, and that I bad been thinking over what he had said 
to me the other day as to moving Russian troops towards tho Persian frontier, The 
fecling in Persia seemed at this moment to be a little explosive, and the Shah appeared 
to be ina delicate position, If the report were to be spread that Russian troops were 
on the move towards the Persian frontier wild and exaggerated versions would fly about, 
aud it might bo considered that some material and active support was hastening to tho 
ee aoe bho Assembly. His Najesy’s postion might thou becom abe 
M. Goubastoff said that he was sending to the Emperor z 
A, aatastig euiie oe isopinotend adtiea gl onnaae reel Uneaten 
of moving troops, and he added that he quite appreciated the remarks, which Thad 
tuade. The presence of the “ Comet” had apparently. given rise to various rumour, 
sud it was posible that military movements might uso caso agitation. i 
seco elt his Ecelleney that Thad just recived a telegram announcing that tho 
“Comet” nd Been withdrawn, ‘The situation in Persia was so agitated and perplexing 
that it seemed to me that both Great Britain and Russia should move with the greatest 
circumspection and prudence, and refrain from any action whose consequences could, 
not clearly bo foreseen or which might increaso tho risks of complications external and 
The only bright spot to my mind in the whole situation was the loyal and 
frank manner in which Great Britain and Russia were acting together, Had wo boon, 
as formerly, suspicious and jealous of euch other matters might have assumed a very 
grave His Excellency said that he most heartily agreed with me, and 
observed that we had signed the Convention most opportuncly. : 
«Ho asked, as swore alking of Peri, if Tad had cognizance of what te termed 
2p od” letter which the Persian Minister for Foreign Affairs had 
British Reprosentativs in regard to the Anglo-tusian 
Convento ‘veil a telogram from M, de Hartwig this mornin, g the 
Substance ofthe Tttr whieh the lates consdored ha bean Tiel canara aliens 
pie Assembly, Told his Excellency that the Foreign Minister afore ihe loft here 
iad expressed himself highly satisfied with the Convention, but it was probable that the 


local atmosph id had its i i ive i 
alsin ba 1 had its influence on him. T should doubtless receive information 


__ have, &e. 
(Signed) . NICOLSON. 


ee 


[87120] No. 215. 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 11.) 


(No. 561.) 


Sir, St. Petersburgh, November 6, 1907. 


ON the receipt of your telegram No, 286 of the 4th i ied i 
i l No. 2! instant I emb 
Mesorriun which T communicated to M. Goubastoff, the AES palo madera it 
St urgency that the Persian Government should be moved to accept the 
5: K 
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appointment of M. Bizot as Finanelal Adviser in Persia, even if it were found necessary 
doovake in the contract some mention of the National Bank. 
i a cop fitd me to-day that the Russian Government were now prepared to 
eee id to join with Mr. Mariing in urging the appointment on the 
uot Ms do Hari Mt fo make no difficulties in respect to the mention of the 
Fea erent reply to an inquiry, I explained to his Excellency that we did bot 
propose that wo sliould immediately take steps to, assist in the establishment of that 
Prone ne at ve considered it but fair to the, Persian Government to raise 49 
dare ea who the question assumed a coneréte form, It would, of coume, be 
Mise Cy swe thatthe conditions under. which the bank, was establi ed. were 
ae coe and would not impair the rights acquired by the Russian and British 
Fenn oT got wero appointed there would be far greater facilities for doing this 
Wank an Advisor, of anottier nationality were named, ‘The main point was to secure 
‘tno of NL Bizot, and the sooner this could he done the bette 
tne AL Aad not yet received the communication of the instructions from the 
French Government, which he is expecting. 
Thave, &o. 
(Signed) ‘A, NICOLSON. 





(87088) SUEY 


Sir P. bascellen to Sir Edward Grey,— Received November 11.) 


4 Berlin, November 2, 1907. 
HIS Majesty's Ropresentatives abroad have from time to timo reported to, FoR in 
oanrd to the proceodings of Dr, Grotho, who has recently been travelling in Asia 
Minor 

Tc appears that Dr. Grothe has now Minor and has proceeded to Persi 
whonco he has addressed a series of nuth-West Persia and its Commercial 
Possibilities” to the * Frankfurter "De, Grothe in a footnote to the article 
states oiling to supply further and more detailed information to German 
more lication to the ofices of the nexespaper in Frankfort 

Aftor discussing the geographical cond dius and Hines of communication of South- 
Ae ae ie vitor declares that, in view of tbe future influence in those regions 
Meat iGenmtang will azquiee by moans of the Boadad Railway, aud also in view oF the 
Yrowth of Cosman shipping in the Persian Gulf, the, dist in question is one of 
sro aportance to Geran commercial intoreats, Uitherto Sout: Wert Persia has 
Feene eaertod by Germans, ‘hero aro but few German trading establishments in 
Bron neglect a the weites urges that ‘a business, should be established at Kes: 
ie eran Tapahan, Such an establishment would find an opening for the Hperts: 
aa espana goods into Kormansha, hich has a eantal situation, and i therfore 
Pood pluee for distribution. But itis not only in the import te that such a houso 
4 goed place TOF Koll, “The_ export of carpets, wool, opium, aud eotton from Ispalien 
whould concer able uudertaking, ‘The provineo of Fars is rich in corn, tobncen, ric, 
would bea Fine German chomical industry would find a good opening there by buying 
saat nit cultivating the poppy aud raising opium. Tt would sho be an advantage 
UP id een Agent tobe. sent to Persia to egcourage the import, into that 
Weintry of indigo and other dyes made in Germany. Such an Agent should not be a 
co ould have a thorough knowledge ofthe Persia earpet trade. | He 
morciiant OY Tonalin his Head-quarters, and establish sub-agencies at Tamadan, 
Sil a eShitas, and Kermanshah. A further field for German enterprise would be 
Sultana bac niout’ of a transport system for the carriage, of goods along the 
‘Rhanokin-Kermanshah-Hamadan, Sultanabad-Tehran, and Bushire-Shi 
Khanekie tira aysuom would be most beneficial, siace Persian trade. suflers auch 
rodeo erogularity of the caravan service. If the German Oricut Honk opens 
from ne tho southern towns the activity of Gorman industries will reccive 9 
yaluablo impulse. 

Abo 7h urges upon his readers that the recently concluded Agreement 
Totes Brgtand aad Russia His absolutely no biniling foree. upon Germany, and 
Hane rate is ab perfect Hherty to introruce itielf into hose: regions which 
semmapear to be most profitable. ‘The north of Persia, however, is practically 
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controlled by Russia, and Germany should therefore di i 
at koe o Moa re eet ae 
"Thaye, &e, 
(Gor Sir F. Lascelles), 
(Signed) J. bz SALIS, 





[37238] No. 217. 


India Office to Foreign Office. —(Received November 11.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India i i 

2 ry of State f presents his compliments to the Under- 

feortary of State for Nore Aa ea briaieston ot Te Rainey Mr 
an with, i ‘ion of the Secretary of State, co a io 

the Viceroy, dated the 6th instant, relative to the return of the Conet ‘ostagiad. 


India Office, November 9, 1907. 


Tnclosure in No. 217. 


Mr. Morley to Government of India, 
(Welegraphie,) P. i 
PLEASE sce your telogram of the Ist: Wave Cle Never SEN 


Tnstruct sh i “ ot” . 
ee ane he issued to “Comet” that on completion of quarantine she 





(87288) No. 218. 


India Office to Foreign Office —(Received November 11.) 


feo Ce sous Det Jndia presents his complimente to the Undor 
Sores Marana ioeiLanarrananclisie eIACe Sein ony OA UNS 
PITH Re i RN aR DRS MTA cg Rte oe 


India Office, November 11, 1907. 


Tnelosure in No. 118, 
Government of India to Mr. Morley. 
SITUATION at Shiraz: Your telogram of the Gth instant. 


Orders for the rete clioy i 
hic esos tan bees ee ies escort have already heen issued by Cox, and 


(Tolegeaphic)B. 


November 10, 1907. 





(37295) No. 219, 


Rene Sir N. O'Conor to Sir Ediward Grey.—(Received November 11.) 


(Telegraphic) P. 
IRCO-PERSIAN frontier dispute. 


I have received vi Ni 
pe “today the flloving telegram, No, 26, dated the 6th November, 


“ On his return yesterday is visi 
: day from his vi ch, where all the Turki 
sions were sone the. Rosin Vice Conn. wae a it ery Hpetlia ia 
ression m yy his arguments, Buta Memorandum, wh ’ 
to him on his departure and which se atone aL ep 
en id which T lave now translated for hi ; 
arguments, and in particular emphaticall : Paiealineo Darran 
argues and in particles eophatcally asset the corse an ality of Dev 
Ree ee eee ee Nae aan Mata inl Tonay Gacorng 


Constantinople, November 11, 1907, 
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in 1869), by whi identic map is rendered inoperative, 
the status quo (presumably in 1869), by which tho identic map is rem 2 
and on I Oe shied by avelent ‘Treaties embodied in the abovementioned 
ae 
Tf the Turkish Commission do not come over to this sido within two or three 
-weeks the snow will close the road against them. 





(97242) No. 220, 

Mr. Marling to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received November 11.) 

(No 990). 

(Telegraphic.) P. , 

(Pelegre nie) sogram No, 299 to Sir A. Nicolson. 
‘Taroo-Persian frontier dispute. 2 c 
Paro eo yo in a false position as regard Turks if they do not attend meatings 

of Commission, as lttor may refuse even tnoficially to communicate with them. 
oT mill algo be more difficult for Persian Government to calm down public exeite- 

mont, ay they will Ghink we aro disinteresting ourselves. in tho question. There will 

rather be arloss of eredit to us, and the eventual handling of questions such 96 the 
a of ‘Relegraph Concessions and the exchange of telegraph Lines will be rendered 
on hiurdor thereby. ; : a; 

or arity of obtaining attendance of Consuls is also being urged by Russian 

Ministor. 


‘Tehran, November 11, 1907. 





(87280) No, 221. 
Mp. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 11.) 


ieee ‘Tehran, November 11, 


‘i ig cea pub 
RTNIGLES calling for a holy war against foreigners have been pul 
catin? the leading newspaper, and in three other papers. 3 
speaking in Medjliss veged on members necessity for courteous language in regard to 


foreign Powers, and mildly reprobated tone of press. 
‘Marm needless at: present. 
Situation in Shiraz, calmer, 





(97242) No, 223. 
Sir Ediard Grey to Sir A, Nicolson. 
(Molegraphic.) Foreign Office, November 11, 1907. 


NMR. MARLIN 39 Tureo-Persian frontier. 
in fa ils attending meetings ? 





(85972) 
Foreign Office to Cousul-General Sir WW. Ward. 


Gh 1, Confidential.) HoNenscan 
; iroctod by yy of 8 
no maieaee stn is on ee 
Gul? together with copy of a despat Ambassador at 

tiople,t inclosing a Report by Mr. Lloyd on the subject rhe 

Hin torrequest you to furnish such information as you may be able to obtain wit 

yogard to this industry as connected with Hamburg. Tate 
(Signed) LOUIS MALLET. 
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[35972] : No, 224, 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


Sir, Foreign Office, November 11, 1907. 

T AM directed by Secretary Sir B, Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 30th ultimo, reporting the steps taken with regard to the cancelling of the Abu 
Musa Red Oxide Concession. 

Tt appears not improbable that the German Government may take up the matter § 
but Sir FE. Grey is of opinion that the British caso is a strong one, and that, there will 
be no difficulty in returning a satisfactory reply to any German representations on the 
subject. 

Tn this connection I am to request you to call Mr. Secretary Morley’s attention to 
Sir N. O'Conor's despatch No. 639 of the 30th September, inclosing a Report by 
Mr. Loyd on German activity in the Persian Gulf with especial reference to the pearl 
shell industry, 

‘A copy of the Report in question was communicated confidentially to the British 
India Steam Navigation Company, 

Tam to inquire whether the Government of India propose to take any action with 

1g pressure upon the local Sheikhs concerned, as suggested by 


Tam, &e, 
(igned) ' LOUIS MALLET. 





[87296] No. 225. 


Sir N. O'Conor to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 12.) 
Re 152,) 
‘Telographic) P. Constantinople, November 12, 1907. 

RCO-PLRSIAN frontier. Following sent to Mr. Wratislaw yesterday :— 

1.) 

With reference to your telegrams Nos, 24 and 26 of the 2nd and 10th instant 
respectively, the Grand Vizier, in reply to my representations (se ram of tho 
23rd September}, assures me that he will endeavour to have the question dealt. with 
in such a manner as to bring about an amicable solution, when the Persian Come 
missioners have reached their destination and properly put forward their contentions, 
He declares that in the meantime the Turkish troops will have to be withdrawn from 

s posts in a westerly direction owing to the approaching severities of winter.” 





(87420) No, 226, 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 12.) 
(No. 236.) 
(Telegraphic). St, Petersburgh, November 12, 1907. 

WITH teference to your telegram No. 304 of yesterday's dato respecting the 
Consuls’ attendance at the meetings of the Frontier Commission, I inquired a few day 
ago of M. Goubastoff as to the views of the Russian Government on the subject, and I 
aided that the objections raised by the two Ambassadors at Constantinople appeared 
to His Majesty's Government to have some weight, ‘The Minister for Foreign Affairs is 
expected back tomorrow, and it is possible that M. Goubastoff is awaiting his return 
before replying to the Memorandum which I hud left with him. 

Trill inquire again later, though I reminded M. Goubastoff yesterday that I was 
still awaiting a reply to my Memorundum. 





(37433) 


Sir ci, Nicolson to Sir Edvard Grey—(Recrived November 12.) 
trek hie) P. St, Petersburgh, November 12, 190" 
ITE following telegram has been repeated to ‘Tehran and to Constantinople -— 


Jonstantinople has been asked to give his opinion 

‘The Russian Ambassador at, Constantinople has been asked to, x 
as to Me Rabticipation of the Consuls in the Turo-Persian Frontier Commission to 
satan L eotarsed in. my telegram No. 236 of to-day’s date, When his Excelleney’s 
savor enmnes {he Russian Government have promised to give me a reply on the 
ee oved Sir N. O'Conor’s opinion was shared by the Russian 

Ttold them that I believed Sir N. O'Conor's opinion was shared by 
‘Ambasaulon, and T gathiored that the Imperial Goverument were inclined to adopt 
the same view. 





(37434) No, 238. 
Sir ds Nicolson to Sir Rdward Grey.-—(Received November 12.) 


fr ts) P. St, Petersburgh, November 12, 1907. 
‘R. REPBLETION of the following has been sent to ‘Tehran -— 


e that he di ow whether the project: 

enw M,Goubastoff to-lay, who. Cold me that he did not know whether the pro 

Co a eae eastey to the Shah had been abandoned, bat that His Majesty bad 
“on no ‘eps towards procuring the money. 

take no aretleney omarkel tha i wns strange that the matter had been suddenly 

dropped, more especially singe the Russian Minister lad eon assured. thatthe 

fTragint neads wero so urgont, andl that tho application liad heen so pressing at first. 





(92484) No, 229. 


Sir Keiward Grey (o Mr. Marlin 


No. 1751) on : a: 
alge Foreign Offce, November 12, 1907. 
oe AS Sir C, SpringeRice’s despatch No, 209 respreting Oil Syndicate. 
Ne i en hy. hans to,protet prover! ite 
+ jwislent for outrages committed been inflicted on th ‘ : 
A ave ekant and desirable, in your opinion, that guards at Consulate at Ahwaz, 
shoul he increased ? 
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Tnelosure in No, 230, 


Gorernment of India to Mr. Morley. 


(Telegraphic) P. 
AHWAZ : Protection of Oil Syndicate camps. 
Please refer to my telegram of the Lith ultimo. 
mounted men, would, we have ascertained, be preferable to cavalry, ‘Though no 
change in numbers is involved, reduction from 8,000 rnpees to 4,000 rupees ean be 
effected in initial, and from 2,400 rupees to 2,280 rupees in recurring cost. Velegraphing 
on the 29th Octobe: ates that, if it is decided to dispatch guards, they should 


as soon as possible, having regard to general state of alfairs, Your instructions 
are awyaited, 


November 11, 1907. 


Infantry guard, with eight 





[37509] No, 231. 


Resa Sir A. Nic Ison to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 13.) 
(No. 240, 


(Telegraphic.) P. St. Petersburgh, November 18, 1907. 
‘THE following has been repeated to Tehran :— 
T am informed by the French Ambassador here that the Drench Ministor at 
‘Tehran has been instructed to arrange with the Persian Government that the contract 


toa Fi Adviser should be signed in Paris, and that the Persian Government 
should give to their Mi there the authority to do so, 





(87498) No, 232. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edieard Grey (Received Novewber 18.) 


Tohvan, Novewher 18, 1907, 
AY afternoon, for the first time, Shah we 


‘Yo ins ‘ory possible prec 
of Budget ar javats by principal M 4 
n for the House, viz, expe incliiding 100,000. for Civil List), and 
revenue balanced at. 1,500,000. jesty took prescribed ontly wid expressed 
satisfaction at labours of Assembly odings, which only lasted hntfmn-hour, 
conelided with reading of Imperial Address and reply of Medjliss, 
Shalt was well received both in Assembly and in’ the streets, 





(37452) oven) 
Judin Offve to Foreign Office—(Received November 13.) 


Si India Offer, November = 1907. 
i i ctober 8 to the proposed increase 
IN continuation of my letter of the 18th October last as to the p 

ot the Mua Consular guard, T am directed by Mr. Secretary Morley to inclow a copy 
Gf a telegram from the Coveroment of India, dated the 11th instant, in which they 
suguest that am infantry gaart with eight mounted men should be sent instead of 
cavalry. ‘The number of men is not affected by the proposal, hut the expenditure wil 
ho reduced as follows :— 


Tnitial, excluding transport charges, from 8,000 rupees (5381. Gx: Sd.) to 4,000 mpees 
2601, 138, Ad.). ee 
Cts from 2/100 rupees per mensem (1.0201. per annum) to 2,280 rupees per 
anensem (1,821 por annum). ae, 
(Signed) \, GODLEY. 


Ss 





(376591 No. 233, 
India Office to Roreign Office. — (Received November 14.) 


India Office, November 13, 1907. 
eipt of your letter of the 29th ultimo, as 10 
‘en in consequence of two aets of organized piracy committed hy. 
siding at Dayir on the Persian const. 

In reply, { am to say that Mr. Secretary Morley agrees with the proposals of the 
Scoretiry of State for Foreign Affairs concerning the represcutation to be made to the 
Persian Government, and the subsequent action to be taken on the coast by one of His 
Majesty’s ships. In. the event of the pirates, whose operations appear to extend to, 
the Shat-cl-Arab, being no longer at Dayir, presumably the Commander of the ship 
dotailed for the duty will be authorized to take necessary action at any other place on 
tho Persian littoral, where they may be found. 

Mr, Morley proposes to await the result of the comininication to the Adniraliy 
referred to in your letter before informing the Government of India of the de 
arrived at, ‘There scems no reason why one of the vessels stationed in Uhe Gulf should 
not be employed. 


T am to add, with reference to the question of Koweitis residing abroad, that 
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Mr, Morley concurs in the view that it is unnecessary at present to go beyond the 
policy id down in Lord Lansdowne’s despatch to His Majesty’s Ambassador at 
‘onstantinople, No. 245 of the 2nd September, 1903. 


Lam, &. 
(Gigned) A. GODLEY. 





(87564) No. 254, 
Sir Bdward Grey to Persian Chargé a’ Aftaires. 


SIR E, GREY presonts his compliments to the Persian Chargé d’Affaires and, 
with roforonce to the inquiry which he made on the 1th instant respecting the views 
Of His Majesty's Government upon the Tureo-Porsian frontior question, has the honour 
fo stato that as the Persian Commissioner must, at length have arrived at the frontier, 
Htavould scom advisable to await the result of the labours of the Commission. The 
dispatch of Persian troops to the scene is, in the opinion of Hlis Majesty’s Government, 
tect undesirable; and for the time being, His Majesty's Government ean’ only 
recommend the exercise of patience. 

Tn the meantime His Majesty's Ambassador at Constantinople will not lose. sight 
of the question, and will uso all his influence with the Ottoman Government in the 
direction of a settlement, 


Foreign Office, November 14, 1907. 





[87629] No, 235. 


Count de Satis to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 15.) 
(No, 499.) 
in, Berlin, November 12, 1907. 

ON tho 2nd instant Sir Frank Lascelles had the honour in his despatch No. 487 
to report to you that the Gorman traveller Dr. Grote had addressed a letter to the 
Frankfurter Zeitung” commenting onthe effect that the Anglo-Russion Agreement 
had had in F ‘nd pointing out that the south-west provinees of that Empire 
offered the most satisfactory openings to German trade, 

‘Whe “Rorliner Tageblatt” of to-day’s date publish Je from its corre- 
spondent at Tehran entitled “Now or Never.” Me writer of this article shares the 
qpinion of Di. Cote that the best field for German. enterprise is offered in South-West 
Porsia, ‘ho I sphere, he says, affords but little field for German trade, As its 
trade nated by India, which lies on the frontier, German competition 

On the other hand, the Russian sphere may offer opportunities to 
| Russia will no doubt yish to exploit Concessions for railway construction 
ing operations in her sphere, and for this foreign capital will no doubt be 
Heessary } and if this is s0, an opening will be afforded for the investment of German 
capital. 

Dut it ig, of course, in the territory between the Turkish frontier and the sea that 

iat chance offers itself to Germian enterprise, In this t the only firms 
which compete with those of Germany are the Anglo-Tndian ones 
tan, however, be killed, and the moment is now a favourable o Anglo-Russian. 
Hatement has attracted Tndian trade to another part of Persia, and if Germany now 
pie forward strong efforts in the south-west she will succeed in capturing the market 
in those 

For this purpose official help is absolutely necessary. At present, Germany lias 
besides the Lewation at Tehran but one Representative de carritre in Persia, vi 
Consul at Bushire, The increase of Consulates is a vital matter for the furtherane 

‘al interests, Regular Consuls should be appointed to Resht, 

th mice of the Valiahd, and also for Mid-Persia. The writer is. 
not inclined to fwvour Ispahan as the best place for this post, although the importance 
Af the town aud its situation render it necessary that German interests should be 
epresented there; he would prefer Hamadan or Kermansbah, as being more central 
and jjearer the main trade rontes. 

‘Almost as important to German interests as official assistance is the foundation of 
‘German au .. The “ Doutsche Orient-Bank,” in virtue of its Agreement 


{37693} 


Areny) Sir Edward Grey to Sir B, Bertie, 


Telegra ign Off 
egraphic) ‘ Foreign Office, November 15, 1907. 
Please refer to Teliran telegram No. 343 of to-day’ 
I an telesgeam No. 348 of to-day’s a 
You should ask the Ministor for Porejgn Atfirs ¥ i 
sod Kk the Minister for Foreign Affairs what are objections of the Frencl 
Government to Article 2 of draft Contract. Wo fear the ‘Assembly woul not ee 
{ote warding, bong snalited ia aiy way, now that tho dull Contra tan ison 
accepted; and in view of the danger lest somo other Power should respond to i 
ian appeal for assistance, it is most important to avoid delay in settling the s 


We have no objecti 
objection to agreeing onrsolves Paoennemaaitt 
DS rieame re 1g ourselves, and we were given to beliove the Rus 


‘You should mi 





(1549) 
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with the Persian Government, is about to open branches in Tehran and Tabreez, but 
it is very much to be desired that it will also open a branch in the districts proclaimed 
to be neutral territory by the Anglo-Russian Agreement. 

The writer concludes by a strong appeal for immediate action. Now is the 
moment to consolidate and extend German interests in the East. If it is not taken 
advantage of now, the opportunity will be lost, and in a year’s time the chances of 
Germany may not be so favourable. This article is dated October, and was therefore 
written before it had been decided to send the German Commercial Attaché at’ 
Constantinople on a nine months’ tour in Persia, apparently with instructions to! 
furnish his Government with a report to how best to bring about the conditions 
advocated by the “Berliner Tageblatt’s” correspondent and Dr. Grote. It is also 
stated in the “Berliner Tageblatt” that Dr. Stemrich has been appointed Under- 
Seeretary of State for Foreign Affairs in succession to Dr. von Milberg, and is 
leaving ‘Tehran at the end of this month for Berlin in order to take up his new duties, 
It is rumoured that he will be succeeded in Persia by Dr. Rosen, German Minister at 
Tangier. 

Dr. Stemrich was known as a very active Consul-General at Constantinople, and 
his transference to the Foreign Office in Berlin would appear to show that the German 
Government were anxious to have an official with considerable experience of the Rast 
at head-quarters. 

Thave, &. 
(Signed) J. pe SALIS, 


(37714) No. 236. 


Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—( Received November 15.) 


‘No, 242.) ; 
(alegesphi) P. St. Petersburgh, November 15, 1907. 
FINANCIAL Adviser in Persia; Referring to Mr, Marling’s telegram No. 348 


of to-day, 

Timagine from what M. Bompard told me that French Government were under 
the impression that establishment of National Bank was desired neither by British nor 
Russian Governments; perhaps this may account for their objections to clause in 
Article 2 of draft Contract, ‘They are now, I suppose, aware that on that point the 
two Governments have modified their attitude. 

Tt was desire of Russian Government to see the general instructions which it 
was proposed to give to the Adviser, but they have not received them yet, so far 
as I know, It is my intention to see M. Isvolsky on the 18th instant, and I will 
then ask him what information has reached him on the subject. Mr, Marling could 
perhaps find out if instructions have been sent to French Minister to press Persian 


Government to agree that Contract should be signed in Paris, 


[37693] No. 237. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 15.) 
(No, 843.) 
(Welegraphie.) P. « Tehran, November 15, 1907. 

PLEASB refer to your telegram to Sir A. Nicolson, No, 256 of the 4th November, 
on the subject of the French Financial Adviser for Persia. 

Assembly yesterday accepted draft contract, which was read to them. 

Literal translation of Article [I is as follows: “M. Bizot is engaged with a view 
to assist by his advice the Persian Government in the study of such financial questions 
and reforms as the Persian Government shall judge necessary to submit to him, as 
also in the establishment of the National Bank.” 

Wording of last clause gives rise to objections on the part of the French Govern 
ment, as they fear it is sufficiently explicit to compel M, Bizot to attempt creation of 
National Bank. Russian Government is, I understand, prepared, if this is the case, to 
rely solely on the letter of general instructions. 

As objections of French Government seem to be uncalled for, can they not be 
induced to withdraw them ? 


[1519] 2M 
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{37814} No. 238. 
India Office to Foreign Ofice—(Received November 16.) 


mts to the Under- 
Secretary Morley, 


India Office, November 16, 1907. 


a 


Inclosure in No. 288. 
Mr, Morley to Government of India. 


ce, November 14, 107. 
Pelographic.) P, _ India Office, Nove 107. 
(rele gra) eofor to Seoretary’s letter inclosing despatch from His Majesty Hq 
‘Ambassador, Constantinople, of the 30th September last, on the subject of the pearl 


‘lL industry in the Persian Gul. es 

piecits Fovign Olfice ask whether, a8 suggest in the Mfemorantum, it is proposed 

‘any action fo exercise pressure on the local Sheikhs, Sr ipiee 

1 tate be glad to be furnishod with your views on tho matter. ‘The British Tndia 
Stoam Navigation Company have beon furnished with a copy of the Memorandum. 





[87813] No, 239. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received November 16.) 


is complime Under- 

THE T Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the 
Seorstarg oF State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direotion of Mr. Scerctary, Morley, 
forward herewith, for tho information of the Secretary of State, copy of a tolegrany 
to the Viceroy, dated the 14th instant, relative to the Abu Musa Red Oxide 


Initia Office, November 16, 1907. 
SES 


Tnelosure in No, 239. 
Mr. Morley to Government of India. 


‘Molegraphic.) _P. Inilia Office, November 14, 1907. 
cs OSA Island. Please see your telegrams of the 20th ultimo and the 
2nd instant, Ae CRT as MY bay oar 

Tn the opinion of the Foreign Offic it is not improbable that the matter may 
taken up by the Gorman Government, but difficulty. in replying satisfactorily to 
representations that may be made on the subject is not anticipated. 





[87805] No. 240. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.— (Received November 16.) 


Ae es ) Pe ‘Tehran, November 15, 1907. 


TP TEAVE sont following telegram to-day to Captain Lorimer, His Majesty's Vieo- 
Consul at Ali nf 
‘“iphis morning I received a visit from son of Tkhani, and two other Bakhtiari 


Khang jay rotailed the whole series of time-lionoured complaints, demanded satis- 
uction, and asked that you should be removed. 1 told them that you would on no 
hecount bo removed, aud that the Khans must fulfil their engagements, which they 


had hitherto failed to do. 
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“They then intimated that abstention from attack rather than the provision of 
protection was entailed on them by their engagements; and thereupon, claiming to do 
s0 with the authority of the two leading Chiels, they formally renounced all responsi- 
bility for the future, 

“Son of Samsam-es-Saltanch leaves to-morrow for Bakhtiaristan, 

“Te will now be necessary to communicate with Central Government.” 





(37824) No. 241. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 16.) 
(Wo. 344.) 
(Telegraphic) P. Teiran, November 16, 1907. 

PLEASE refer to your telegram of the 12th instant regarding Oil Syndicate's 
‘employés. 

(a) See my telegram of the 24th October, No. 805 (repeating Captain Lorimer's 
telegram of the 21st Gotober), as regards punishment inflicted on authors of Harris 
outras 

(b.) Following telegram, No. 17, dated the 14th instant, received from Lorimer 
in regard to increase of Ahwaz escort:— 


“No stops whatever taken by Khans to improve guards; neodless to hope for 
improvement. At three camps on the Babwand side there are, according to a report 
of the 11th November, seven men with two rifles. 
“No improvement in general situation; thieving goes on, and danger to British 
subjects is always a present possibility, 
Civilians will eave country {f aanin throatoned as at Chardin, 
Tregard increase of my guard as important and urgent on these grounds." 


;oneur in Captain Lorimer’s views as regards desirability of immediate 
w of this report, and of circumstances referred to in my: telegram 
0, 842 of yesterday. 





(87805) No, 242, 
Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling, 


177.) 
fitegrshi) P Foreign Office, November 11, 1907, 
MY telegram No. 175, respecting Ahwaz guards, 
Please give me your opinion as to the increase, while bearing in mind that should 
disturbances occur isolated posts would he in danger, 
In reply to your telegram 2 n Government should be infor 
they will be tield responsible by yi if, owing to 
Bakhtiari Khuns, the lives or property of British subjects aro imporilled. 
Guarantee of a satisfactory nature should be exactod from the Khan: 
h Concession, have the latter any spocial cause for 


complaint? 





[37559] 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling. 
(No. 178.) 
(Telegraphie:) P. Foreign Office, November 10, 1907. 
PL refer to correspondence between His Majesty's Consul-General. at 
Bushire and Government of India. 
Instances: (1) in November 1908, (2) in January 1907, of piratical acts committed 
by Dayir Arubs. 
____Itis for ns a matter of vital interest to suppress’ piracy in Gulf waters, although 
in tho first ease (November 1906) tho’sufforers wero Persian subjects. 
We are bound to extend our good offices to Koweitis, and it was they who were 
the sufferers in the second case (Junuary 1907). 
In order to securo that tho offenders shall be captured and punished and 
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fall peouniary reparation made to the Koweiti sufferers, you should make strong 
representations to the Persian Government, informing them that, in case they fail to 
comply, one of His Majesty's ships will take suitable naval action to capture and 
deliver the offenders to the Persian authorities, 




















(Confidential.) s 3 Oe 
The Admiralty aro being requested to send at once ship to Dayir, since it is not to 



















be expected that these representations will have any result. The movements of the [37821] i 
pirates will bo observed, with the object of capturing them at sea. The Com- No, 243°, { 
Mnander has also recoived authority to land a sufficient force temporarily to hand Sir P. Bertie t | 
over the pirates after capturing them to the Persian authorities either at Dayir or at (No, 64) Bertie to Sir Hitward Grey.— (Received by post, Ni 7 | 
any other spot where they may be discovered on the Persian littoral. 1y post, November 17.) | 
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Precedent is to be found for this action. Part 
‘aris, November 16, 1907, 








































(87826) No, 24. cf Seen ilo text of tho draft contract which the 
Mr, Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November V7.) riph it, TP mde to ave accepted, ML. Pichon 

Gh 845.) 4s the Minister of Fee cating it to the French sor a ge oul Bo ch } 
MMelogeaphic.) Ps ‘Tehran, November 11, 1907. of tho Brench Government trig? 2° couse Usfore M. Pichon can give the coset 
Tolliarbortv ee ‘an give the consent 









SIR A, NICOLSON’S telegram to you of the 15th instant, No. 242. 

French Financial Adviser, 

Instructions have been sent to Persian Minister in Paris to sign, with M. Bizot, 
contract in terms of draft suggested by M. de La Martiniére, 

His Majesty's Ambassador in Paris will, I presume, be consulted by French 
Government in regard to terms of letter of general instructions. 


ation with the Persi 


tain the t i 1 
tain the text from is Bs 
8 mich as possible cm His Excellency: w 


that he ma 
the contract 





ister here, and it is 
7 is possible 
hasten the consideration of 


ee eee eS 


















(87855) No, 245. 
Sir N, O'Conor to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 18.) 


(No, 688, 
ee Constantinople, November 12, 1907. 


HAVE the honour to. transmit herewith copy of a despatch from His Majesty’ 
Vice-Consul at Van forwarding a Memorandum on the military aspects of the Tureo- 
Persian frontier dispute, Colonel Surtees, whose ovn Memoraiidum on the subject was 
incloyod in my daspatch No. 622 of the 21st August last, concurs in Captain Dickson's 
view as to the object of the Turkish movement. 

Thave told Captain Dickson that Ido not consider it advisable that he should visit 
the Vazné district, M, Anders, who is referred to in Captain Dickson's Memorandum, 
was originally an officer of artillery in the German army, and he was for some time 
Chaneelier to the German Consul at Bagdad, Colonel Newmarch had not a high opinion 
of his ability, 

T have, &e, 
(Signed) N. BR. O'CONOR, 








Inclosure 1 in No.2 245, 
Vice-Consul Dickson to Sir N. O'Conor. 


i, Van, October 1, 1907. 

T HAVE the honour to inclose an appreciation on what I personally suspect is the 
real reason of the Turco-Persian frontier dispute and the action of the Turks. 

TE will be principally of interest to the Military Attaché, though possibly the political 
side of the question may be of interest to your Excellency. 

Tvould be obliged if. your Excellency will forward this report to the War Olfice 
ith a request on my behall that I way be permitted to go down to the Vazné district to 
atudy this question, making the uccessary maps en route. There is, I believe, a 
Consular Agent at Mosul, and if it could be arranged that I should pay him an oficial 
visit [think that it would help me in my designs, 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) BERTRAM DICKSON, 



































Captain, RRA. 
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Inclosure 2 in No, 245. 
Memorandum respecting the Turco-Persian Frontier Dispute. 


THE question of the troubles on the Turco-Persian frontier between Bayazid and 
Vazné have not as yet attracted much attention, the fact that the Turkish troops have 
occupied Persian territory at Kala Passova, Tergavver, &c,, being of small importance in 
the present wealk state of Persia, and what is probably the real reason for this occupation, 
one that will probably play an important réle in a future Russo.Turkish war, has not, a 
far as I'am avare, been divulged, 

In the event of such a war, Russia's plan of campaign must necessarily largely 
depend on her relations with her neighbours, as these relations will decide whether she 
will be able to utilize the large forces she has watching her German, Austrian, and 
Japanese frontiers, while her internal polities will also influence the amount of troops: 
which ean be spared from her more troublesome provinces, Another, and perhaps the 
Principal, factor which will regulate her plans is whether she will be allowed to seed her 
armies through Roumania and Bulgaria to-Turkey in Europe. Russia would naturally 
try to strike the severest possible blow to the Turks, and this would be aimed at 
Constantinople; but if from political or any other reasons Russia were unable to pass her 
armies through Roumania, the theatre of war would be changed to Asia Minor or 
‘Transcaucasia, unless the Russians with the aid of their fleet were able to effect a landing 
fomewhere in Turkey in Europe. In any ease a Russian advance of some sort, the 
mnagnitnde of which will depend on the above circumstances, must be expected from 
‘Transcaucasia to Asia Minor, and on this advance T will make some observations, 

It would be the policy of Russia, in the ease of such a wat, to try and crush the 
Osmanii Turks, while leaving alone as much as possible the subject races—Kurds, 
Armenians, Arabs, Greeks, &c. Thus her objectives would be Anatolia and Qon- 
stantinople, - 

On studying the map it will be found that there are only two practicable roads from 
Russia to Anatolia, one by Erzeroum and Sivas, the other by Bitlis, Diarbokir, Kharput, 
and Malatia, In an advance on Anatolia the Russians would probably use Kars and 
Rrivan as their bases, and the main advance would be on Erzeroum, generally called the 
door of Anatolia, From Olti also a small column might be expected to advance on 
Praeroun, The country farther north may be left out of the question as being too 
difficult, 

From Wrivan the Russian advance on Bayazid would probably not meet with much 
resistance. Owing to their superior organization and the 'Tiflis-Erivan Railway, the 
Russians would be able to concentrate far larger forces on the frontier, and far sooner 
than the Turkish reserves would have had time to mobilize at their centres, And thus 
al the start it may be expected that the Russians may arrive without difficulty at the 
Deviboyun defences of Erzeroum, if they do not actually take Erzeroum itself, From 
Bayazid they would probably push a force down through Dergri and Melangird to 
secure the Hitlis Pass, thus holding the door of the only other main road to the west. 
‘The th division of the Turkish 4th Army Corps, garrisoning the Van—Bashkala district, 
with the reserves drawn from that district, would have to be accounted for, but as they 
ould probably have been sent up towards Bayazid or the Dolibabn Pass, they would 
have been alr dealt with. Out of the six army corps in the Turkish army, with 
twenty-four divisions of reserves or Redifi Sone nineteen mobilize in Asia Minor; thus, 
if the Russians, arrived at Erzeroum, attempt to advance farther west on Anatolia, the 
farther west they go the stronger would become the Turkish resistance, even. although 
Teny of the Redif battalions were required for Constantinople or Europe; also. the 
Nave battalions in Anatolia might be expected to show more than a mere paper 
strength, 

Fil suppose that the Russians have taken Erzeroum and Bitlis, and had cleared 
the country between Erzeroum and Van, and are advancing west along the Eraingan, 
Baiburt, and Kharput roads on Sivas, leaving protecting forces on their rear and left 
flank at Dergri, Van, &e., probably strongly supported on the coast by their Black Sea 
fleet, and possibly by a force landed at Samsun. To this force the Turks would be able 
{0 oppose the 4th Army Corps, and possibly the 5th, from. Damascus, with the various 
Redif and Tlave battalions. ‘The 6th Army Corps from Bagdad aud Kirkuk, if sent 
north, would have to follow the Mosul-Diarbekir-Kharput road to enter the scene of 
pberations, all the country between Mesopotamia and a line joining Diarbekir and Serai 
being difficult mountainous country and impracticable fora large force and impass- 
able for whcels. ‘Thus the Russians holding Erzeroum, Bitlis, Van, and Bayazid might 

[1549] 2N 
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consider their rear and flanks safe for an advance on Sivas, leaving a small force to 
compete with the Hamidich and any other odds and ends that might be about Bashkala, 
Serai, &2. 

But, and this is the object of this report, would the Russian advance be safe if the 
6th Turkish Army Corps could arrive in their rear at Bayazid by an easy road from 
Kirkuk, 1 think this possibility would greatly hamper a Russian advance, and this, 
T suspect, is the object of the Turco-Persian frontier trouble, i.e.. for the Turks to obtain 
a through cart route from Bagdad to Bayazid as a checkmate to Russia. 

Tt has been suggested that the Turkish object is to prevent the Russian railway 
from coming down south, but I cannot see that the extension south of Erivan would 
help the Russians much, as they could not send troops down by rail, say, to Urmi, with a 
weak flank and long line of communication, unless all the difficult country on the 
frontier was alrondy in their hands ; also they would require an enormous foree to enal 
them to do this, and then what object would they have in going south to Mesopotamia 
among the Arabs when their objective was the Turks in Anatolia? ‘The railway from 
‘Tiflis to Kars is offensive, from Alexandropol to Brivan is defensive, while from there on 
south it is commercial. 

From what T can gather, there is an easy cart road from Mosul to Erbil, there is a 
diMeult pass to cross between Erbil and Rania, which with a Tittle labour ean be made 
easy, while trom Rania there is a high grassy slope to cross at Vazné, and from there on. 
an casy cart road vid Kala Passova to Bayazid, ‘Thus there are only two places where 
the road would require constructing: the first, at Sirdarian, is in Turkish territory ; the 
second, at Vazné, has now been occupied by the ‘Turkish troops, who have advanced to 
Kala Passova, where they now have two batteries and thirteen battalions. ‘These troops, 
Junderstand, are provisioned from Exbil, so it may be presu:ued that the road is at least 
in fair condition, In the Intelligence Office map there is a cart road shown from Keui 
Sanjak, on the Erbil-Bania road, to Kirkuk, which would be a short cut for the Gth 
Army Corps, 

So now we see the ‘Turks with a good road from Bagdad to Kala Passova all in 
territory ovcupied by Turkish troops, ‘The main road from Kala Passova to Bayazid 
passes through Persian territory by Urmi, Khoi, &c., but I have reason to believe that 
an easy cart rond has been found west of the main road, but still east of what I will call the 
disputed frontier range, and that this road will pass in territory which is being claimed 
and is now occupied by the ‘Turkish troops. 
© Perhaps a short résumé of the history of these events might tend to straighten my 
argument, 

In 1904 plans for an extension of the Russian railway to Julfa were decided o 
4 Russian Consul sent to U; 
with the result that in Nover 






































nd 
‘This evidently set the Turkish General Staff thinking, 
ber 105 triops were ordered to Vazné without any 
ostensible reason. In 1906 the Commandant of Van, Mabmoud Pasha, a man ho has 
dono all his sorvice on the Russian frontier, and who has mapped the ‘Transcaucasian 
country, is appointed to command the frontier, and two Staff olficers arrive and take 
charge of alfairs on the frontier, wich up to then had gone along under a very junior 
civil official, quietly for Turkey. "At the sime time I am informed that Staff officers were 
vent to work with the 6th Army Corps lower down the frontier ; all these Staff olficers 
ere busily employed exploring and mapping all the frontier district. At the same 
time ‘Turkish emissaries commence stirring up discontent among the Kurds in the 
coveted Persian territory near Urmi so as to obtain an excuse to occupy the ground, 
which wos done Jater in the year, ‘The ‘Turks have now altogether some eighteen 
hattalions in Persian territory, whilst T believe the Persians have one at Maraza, 

A Commission lias now been formed to inquire into and decide this frontier 
juestion. ‘Tahir Pasha, Intely Vali of Van and now Vali of Bitlis, is chief of this 
Yommission, and is now at Mergayver making inquiries, and I believe intends to 
winter at Van, ns he has been appointed some 5,000. a-year while on this Commission, 
From what I know of him there is every reason to believe that the Commission will last 
along timo, Of the other ‘Turkish members of this Commission already appointed wio 
have arrived at Van, Daniel Pasha, Commandant of the 12th division at Kirkuk, was 
for some fifteen years Consul at ‘Kars and ‘Titlis, and may be supposed to know 
something about’ the stratewic questions on the Russian frontier. Zeki Pasha, 
Commandant at Mosul, hos been attached to the German army. From this it will he 
seen that the Turkisl point of view on this Commission must be strategie and directed 
against Russia, while were the question only one ownership of a small piece of 
agricultural land or the religion of some of its Kuid inhabitants 1 do not think it 
would justify these Commissioners, 
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Twill mention a point which may or may not have significance, Tn 1906 a German 
Consul was sent to Mosul; though calling himself plain Herr Anders, Lam informed by 
people that have met him that he is an officer in the German army and has been on 
the General Staff. He has travelled about all over the country in quostion, and this 
year was sent on a special mission to Tehran, 

U believe that in the Russian schemes the possibility of the Gth Army Corps 
taking part in a future var has been ignored, and I know that they have no maps or 
‘information of the eountry round Vazné, “They have only just realized what is going on 
there, and the Russian Consul here, why is also an officer and has heen on the Staff has 
been told to go down there and look rotind. 


Van, October 1, 1907. 








[37859] N 
Sir N. O'Conor to Sir Edioaril Grey.—(Received November 18,) 


(No. 692. Confidential.) 
Sir, Pera, November 12, 1901. 

I TIAVE the honour to report that T yesterday renewed my representations to the 
Sublime Porte in regard to the ‘Turkish aggression on Persian territory, 1 reminded 
the Grand Vizier that some weeks ago, when urging his Goverament to re-establish the 
status quo of July last of its own initiative, Thad hinted that if it did not do so tho two 
mediating Powers woulf'fecl bound to come forward with other proposals, Reports 
lately received from the frontior district indicated that the Ottoman troops were 
consolidating their position, and I felt bound again to warn his Highness of tho serious 
complications which might ensue were the Imperial Goverament to continuo its present 
aggressive poli 

The Grand Vizior said that ho still held by bis promise to attempt to combat the 
abstructive methods of the Palace as soon as tho Persian Commissioners. arrived, aud 
‘Tahir Pasha reported their arguments and claims, that the Persians had been vacillating, 
bout had at last decided to send Commissioners, and that on their arrival lie would 
endeavour to have the qu settled amicably without: the necessity. for outside 
interference, and consequent possible complications, He added that with the approach 
of winter weather the outlying posts would perforce be withdrawn iu westerly 
direction, thas, perhaps, facilitating a solution, 7 

Tinformed you by telegraph yesterday of the substance of his Highness rep 

tn spite of what the Grand Vizier says, I think it well to state to you that 
convinced that nothing short of good evidence of our determination to resort to eoorelve 
measures will influence the Ottoman Goverumont in this question to any. tangible 
extent, and T hope that before adopting tho definitive attitude involved by sich a policy 


Hix Majesty's Government will consider what coercive measures are practicable or 
desirable, 





. 246, 
























































T have, &e, 
(Signed) N. R. O'CONOR, 





(38101) 





247. 
Treasury to Foreign Office.—(Received November 18,) 


Sir, Treasury Chambers, November 15, 1907. 
THE Lords Commissioners of Hix Majesty's ‘Treasury have. had. before them 
Mr. Mallet’s letter of the Bist July Inst respecting the advance. of 300,001, which was 
made in April 1903 and September 1904, in two instalments of 200,000/. and 100,000/.,, 
by the Government of Indin to the Persian Government, 

The terms of the advance, which wax made through the medium of the Imperial 
Bank of Persia, were, as my Lords understand, that interest at the rate of 6 per cent, 
should he paid, and that repayment should be spreail over & period of twenty: year= 
OF the interest, 4 per cent. was to be remiited, as received, (o the Government. at India 
and the bank was to retain a commission of 1 per cent, fur its services. 'The secu 
consists practically of a lien on the customs of Noutliem Persia, Hix Majesty's 
Government undertook to share with the Government of India in equal moieties any 
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loss through failure of the Persian Government to mect their obligatio 
interest or sinking fund on the advances made, 
Tvis stated in the letter uniler reply that 







on the oan due on the 5th April in respect of interest and capital, ani 






tothe request, Tt is further stated that a 
Persian Gi 
of the sin 


equest has 
ment for the consent of His Majesty's 
fwid for three years, interest alone being 










during 









il the concurrence of 





Edward Grey, hiaving obtain 
‘considers it desirable to comply. : 
In the circumstances represented, my Tords assent to this proposal o 







contract any loan with a foreign bank or Government without the op 
xiven to England and Russia, and that, unless in the meantime some 
made to put the finances of the country in order, H 
right at any time during the next three years to 
due in respect of the sinking fund, 
My Lords presume that no ln 
conseqiience of the failure of the Persian Governme 
they desire to remind the S 






sist on the payment 





to fulfil their ob 
tary of State that information as to the 







10 Parliament, ‘The situation, indeed, ix fur from regular, for, though 
Jing been given to the Government of India involving the tnxepayer of 
1 linbility for the capital sum of 150,007, with interest thereon, wh 








validity, and « 
an Act of Parli 
Government i 
My Lords are aware that, for reasons: of po 
the advance was made that no pub 
tine it. wax arrang, 
of India, tis also trie that no loss need necessarily be incurred by th 
of the sinking fund payments now contemplated. On the other’ ha 
situation, as deseri 
judgment, to consider whether Parliament should not b 
the liability, if this could now be done without prejudiee to the 
Yory unfortunate impression, and one which Sir B, Grey will 
desirable to avoid, might be 
in finnnefal matters if loss were ultimately incurred, and the liability onl 
in order to obtain the means of mecting it. 

1 am also directed to. inqui 


id only be made valid by « ‘charge on the consolidated 
ment would be necessary. Ani 











y, iL wan considered essen 
ty shoud attach to it, and it was 
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ferest payment. 
My Lords conclude that the pres 
advance of 200,000/, wh 





‘h it was arranged in 1906 should form pa 






this 





y the Bank of Persin a8 uo 
oned in view of the statement at p. 2 of the letter m 


British and Russian Governments has been asked to 
ot the sinking find, 





Tam, 
(Signed) 













n will be made on the Imperial 


G, H. MURRAY. 






ns in regard to 


April Jast a request was. received from 
the Persian Government for a delay of six months in the payment of the instalment 


id_ that, for the 


reasons mentioned, it was decided, with the concurrence of the India Office, to accede 
inee been received from the 
yrernment to the suspension 


which period 


theme of reforms is to be introduced into the finances ; and with this request Secretary 
i ie Secretary of State for India, 


mn the conditions 


which Sir E. Grey recommends, namely, that the Persian Government agree not to 


tion being frst 
serious effort is 


Majesty's Government reserve the 


t of the arrears 





Exchequer in 
bligations, But 
advance, and as 





to the liability which hax been incurred in case of loss, has not so far been communicated 


an undertaking 
this country in 
hich Parliament 


would, no doubt, foel bound to recognize, the guarantee has nevertheless no legal 


fund, for which 


in any event, no claim from the Indian 
respect of the arrangement could he met without a grant from Parliament, 


ntial at the time 
for this reason 


ed that the whole of the advance should be made by the Government 


fe postponement 
nd, the present 


bed in the letter unier reply, renders it important, in their Lordship's 


he existence of 
ic interest, as a 


se that it is most 
riven to the Legislature as to the conduct of the Executive 


ly then disclosed 


how the suspension of the interest payment will 
affect tho arrangement with the Bank under which they were to receive 1 per eont. of 


correspondence has no reference to the 


rt of a loan of 


400,0004, to be made jointly by this country, India, and Russia, which was returned 
being required by the Persian Government. 





inder reply th 
the suspensios 






















(88116) No. 248, 


(No, 244.) 
Telegraphic.) 

M. ISVOLSKY tells mo, with reference to the 
that he has telegraphed to Paris to hasten the appointment, and he ho 








Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 18.) 


PR St. Petersburgh, November 18, 1907. 
ch Financial Adviser in Persia, 


pes that similar 








1 





action will be takon by His Majesty's Government, Tis also hia desire that. tho 
instructions which the French Government propose to give to Ue Aver ety 
communicated by thom to both Government, SY? © the Advisor shall bo 





(38117) No. 249. 


Sir 4. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 18,) 





(No, 245, 
(Telegraphic.) P. St. Petersburgh, November 18, 1907, 
M. ISVOLSKY. spoke to me to-day on the subject of the ‘Turco-Persian’ hootor 
ani said that he was uneasy at the position of the question, With regatd to attemmieg 
of Consuls at sittings of the Commission ho had not yet heard from M. Zinovied eg 
he could not express an opinion himself. Attitudes of the two Governmonte wort nc 
understood and misinterproted, he feared, in Persia, and. Persian Govermeone 
might appeal to Germany. He thought it at ‘the same timo likely that the Sutheg 
Torte would refuse to entertain any proposal which tho two Covarnments might mehee 
He would be glad, T think, of any suggestion which might offer a prospect ef onions 
from present dilemma, as le is much puzzled. 











(38119) No. 250, 






Tehran, November 18, 1907. 


if reply to my tel 
ram No, 342 of the 15th November 





am to Lorimer, repented to 





inmate, Khans' action is cortain to become publicly known, 
influence on the tribesmen, 


“The inerease of my guard is now in my opinion more 
recommend as largo an increase as possible,” 


Ta 


‘and will havea bad 





neoessary than ever, and I 





king Lorimer exactly what he thinks necessary for the 
camp. With reference to my despatch No, 
the Sth November, I venture to recall attenti 
in officers, namely, even temper and sound ju 

Tt is just possible that the Khang feo! 
tribesm 
se wa, ith reference to your telegram No, 177 of the 16th November, I Wy 
ces nolely in the hope of ousting Lorimer, whom they find that they eannet tate 
With, that the Khians' action was taken, and that the presentation. of Lomeioa ti 


pr alarly of tho bridge bill of 104, precipitated it, ‘The othier complaints are alt 
and frivolous. 





ety of each 
5.4 of the 25th October, sent hy. ba; 
nto very special qualifications desived 
Igment, 

T themselves incapable of restraining 
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(38114) No. 20 








Mr. Marling (o Sir Kiteard Grey.— (Received November 18,) 






Tehran, November 18, 1907. 


Majesty’s Acting Consul-General at Meshed yesterddy telegraphed the 


“60,000 tomans of the Khorasan rev 
preparations. 


sling Mgees fom Kuchan and Bujnurd, which the Turkomans havo attacked, 
Killing and capturing considerable numbers, have arrived in Meshod, fs 


“There is intense indignation against the Khorassan Commandor-in-ohit 


ee 


(1549) 20 


enue are being diverted for military 








































(87821) 





Sir Edward Grey to Sir B, Bertie, 





4) P. Foreign Office, November 18, 1907. 
ANCIAL Adviser in Persia, Please see your telegram No. 64 of the 16th 





instant. 
Only text of Article 2 of contract has been received here. 











(87559) No. 
Foreign Office to Admiralty. 
(Confidential) 
Sir, Foreign Office, November 18, 1907. 






R, Grey to transinit to you, to be laid before the 
¥¥, copy of correspondenice which has passed with 
th it is proposed should be taken by His 
ith two acts of piracy committed by Arabs 





cted by Secretary Si 
i onera of the Admira 
tho Tudia Office respecting tle action wh 
Majesty's Government in connection, 

at Dayir on the Persian Coast.® : Z 

Tam also to inclose a copy of telegraphic instructions which has been sent to His 
Majesty's Ohargé d’Affaires at ‘Tehran to make strong representations to the Persian 
Government with a view to securing the capture and punishment of the offenders, and 
full pecuniary reparation for the sufferers in the Koweit case, and to warn them that, 
failing, compliance with these demands, suitable nayal action will be taken. 

Tt will be seen that Sir E, Grey is not hopeful as to anything resulting from these 
representations, and that he therefore considers that no time should be lost by His 
Majesty's Government in themselves taking the necessary steps in the matter without 
waiting for any possible action on the part of the Persian Government, 

Tam accordingly to expross the hope that their Lordships will see their way to 
igsuio instr F one of His Majesty’s ships to proceed at. once to Dayir with the 
object of effecting a capture at sea. Tim further to suggest that the officer in command 
of tho ship in question should bo authorized in the event of their being unable to effect 
a capture at sea, which would be preferable, to land temporarily in Persian territory a 
forco sufficient (o.captnre the pirates and hand them over to the Persian authorities if 
on arriyal at Dayir ho should hear that the pirates are in the neighbourhood or at any 
other place on the Porsian littoral at which they may be found, 

Tam, &e. 
(Signed) 





















































LOUIS MALLET. 











(87559) 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


Sin, Foreian Office, November 18, 1907. 
rey to acknowledge the receipt of your 


yy committed by inhabitants of Dayir 





1 AM diructed by Secretary Sir Edward 
Totter of tho 18th instant, relative to acts of pir 
on the Porsian Coast, 

1 an to transmit to you herewith copy of a letter which has been add 
Admiralty, asking that one of His Majesty's ships may be held in rea 
‘at once to Dayir with the object of the capt th fictOrs 3 
copy of a telegram which has been addressed to His Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires at 
‘Tolran,® instructing him to make strong representations to tle Persian Government in 
order that thoy may take steps to seize and punish these persons, and also to make full 
pecuniary reparation to the sulferers, 

Sir E, Grey presumes that Mr. Secretary Morley will cause the Sheikh of Koweit 
to be informed of the steps which are being taken by His Majesty's Government in this 
matter, 

I 


(Signed) 



























&e 





LOUIS MALLE 
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[38230] No. 255. 
Sir N. 0'Conor to Sir Rdward Grey.—(Received November 19.) 


No. 155.) 
Generic) P. Constantinople, November 1 
, a ons . 9, 1907, 

T HAVE been in communication with my Russian, colleague regnading "ine 
request of the Russian Minister for Forvign Affairs for suggostions as, rozarde 
the Tareo-Persian frontier dispute, which is reported in Sir A, Nicolson's telecram 
No, 245 of yesterday, but I rograt that we cannot offer any practical suggestion. 

‘There is some danger that if the Persian Commissioner docs not arrive soon Vahir 
Pasha wil be recalled as the situation in Rrzeroum, Van,and Bitlis is eausing anxiety 
iut, presuming that they do meet, even if thy fail to az; iti inting 
Pome pil La Na ree *y fail to agree, our position as mediating 

Winter is now approaching, and it will stop any further advanee on the part of 
the Turkish troops, who will probably be coneentrated in a fow places alone te 
frontier, e 

‘The Russian Ambassador has informed his Government, and is vi 
that ho thinks tho Sultan will reise to withdraw his troops giles te tec ees 
threaten to use force, which under present ciroumstances would be dificult, 























(38212) No, 256, 


Mr. Marling to Sir Eilward Grey.—(Reeeived No 
aah ig to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 19,) 
(Celegeaphic.) BP, 
URKOMAN rai 
Government seems quite incapable of dealing with the situatio 
{With roferonee to my telogram No. 817 of the 18th instant, T am informed by 
Mushired-Dowleh that Sebzewar las heen attacked with somo suevess by they 
Turkomans. ‘ 
Unknown marauders have also attacked the important village of Kered) 
Rett road, within 60 miles of Tuhtan, A foros of Cossnoke, iow hun Ae 
hither, 


Tehran, November 19, 1907. 




















(38215) 2 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 19) 


7. 


(Xo, s40) 
Telegraphic.) P. Teiran, November 19, 190) 

IN view of the action of the Bakhitiari Khans, reported in’ my tole aN OH AB 
of the 15th instant, I have approved Lorimor's proposil, made with concurrence of 
Oil Syndieato Manager, to stop the payment of the instalment payable in advance. ou 
the 15th instan 




















(38117) No. 258, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A, Nicolson, 3 
(i 321) ) ui ; 
(Telegraphic) P. Foreign Office, November 1 
DISPUTE respecting Tureo-Porsian boundary, “SiN, Oenocy iaieraeh Nols 
of the Ist instant. . 
After consideration, His Majesty's Government favour vie i 
telegram, and which itis stated {8 shared by Mi, Zinoviews, wo” Sct fore in above 
We propose that instructions should be sent to Russian and British Ministors at 
‘Tehran to explain confidentially to § jovernment that probably Porte would 
refuse at present state of case to allow Con to assist at meetings of Commission, 
alleging that until the Turco-Persian Commission had failed to. come to an agreement 
such a proceeding was not necessa ty should further explain that if we received 
a rebulf on this minor question, it would tend to weaken any representations whieh, 
if the Commission's work is a failure, we may haye to make later on, " 
































































4 






It is all-important, therefore, that Persia should delay no longer in sending her 
Cominissioner. : #3 

Mo adopt such a course will entail no loss, as military movements and encroach- 
ments on the part of Turkey will be rendored impossible by the approach of winter. 





















No, 259, 


[87696] 











Edward Grey to Sir A, Nicolson. 






(No, 297) 

ge Oe) Foreign Office, November 19, 1907, 
‘THE Russian Chargé d’Affaires called at this Office on the 9th instant, and was 

received by Sir 0. Hardinge. i 
‘As M, Poklowski began on hix-own initiative to discuss the situation in Persia, 

Sir ©, Hardinge took the opportunity of telling him that, although His Majesty's 

Governmont had heard that small sum of money was to be advanced to the Shah for 

























ki that the Shah now stood alone, his own 
ides with the National Assembly, who were 
nce, whether from Russia or England, 
danger His Majesty’s position. 

ial opinion that it was inadvisable to give 


Hardinge reminded M. Pokle 
ing doserted hin and taken 
growing stronger. Any external assi 
must therefore necessarily complicate and 
M. Poklowski expressed his own pers 
money to the Shab at the present moment, 










na 







Tam, &e. 
(Signed) E. GREY. 
















[38248] No, 260. 







India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received November 20.) 












‘VITE, Under-Seorotary of State for Ind 
Seoretary of State for Roreign Atairs, 


presents his compliments to the Under- 
‘I, by direction of Mr. Secretary Morley, 


















forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of inelosures 
inn otter from the Foreign Secretary to the Governinent of India, dated the S1st 
Ovtahor, relative to the Abu Musa Red Oxide Concession, 






India Offs, November 19, 1907, 












Inclosure 1 in No. 260, 





Vice-Consul Gabriel to Government of India, 




















(Plogeaphie.) 2. Henj 

PLEASE seo my tolegran of the 12th October rezarding Ab 
at Sharga on the evening of 16th October and found that the 
Abduthebi al arrived and 









im, October 28, 1907. 






anded over letter from Wouekhaus, Lingah, to 
th ownership of all oxide accumulated on the beach, and ad 
i'n to witli notice and to abstain from interference in_mine(s), and furtlier 
(reatening to seul men to protect their property on the island Abdulla 
Hassin also threatened Sheikh with on by the Germans. Owing to this 
Shwikli bveame afraid, and was much to liold back at last, but eventually 
Aispatelied four dhows.with sixty armed men and two dhows for the conveyance (to) 
Lingat of workmen, &e, 

Ow avrivall ati 
and told) represen 
Lie had nothing. to 
use of unnecessiry violence force landed. —Abdulla-bin-Hassan, joint concessionaire, 
Mad proviously brought news of notice to island, but no steps had been ti 
comply with it. Representative and workmen agreed reluctantly to leave, anid 
Hoxan at once to pack and earry property to the beach, but embarkition was delayed 






























from the troops 
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owing to lieavy storm until afternoon of the 22nd October. On the night of the 

\d October whole of the coneessionnaire colony, numbering 100 souls, was disjiatched 
to Lingah in two dhows and huts levelled to the ground, ‘There remain five carts, 
four loading barges, some Itundreds of oxide londing baskets, and other materials, 
concerning all of which I have communicated to Shoikh that two. dhows will be 
required. 

T have instructed Residency Agent to advise Sheikh for the present: to maintai 
a guard of thirly men, and tiatit is desirable to Oy flag in the oxide colony, existing 
flagstail being at the further side of the island’ and flag invisible except in tho 
immediate vicinity, i 

Heft island on tho morning of the 23rd after giving final advice to Sheikh's 
representative reganling disposition of guard to all visitors. 

Regarding Wonckliaus’ claim {o all oxide now on the beach, which Lestimate at 
500 tons, terms of his contract would scem to show that he does not own oxide until it 
is delivered on board steamer, 

1 recommend that, pending the removal of the remaining property, a gun-boat: 
should visit island again as soon as possible, I will send by next mail a detailed 
Report with a copy of letter which Wonckliaus addressed to the Sheikh. 

(Repeated to Major Cox,) 


























Tnclosure 2 in No. 240, 


Government of India to Major Cox, 


(Telegraphic.) BP. ‘Simla, Qetober 29, 1907, 
PLEASE refer to Gabriel's telegram of 28x October, Abu Musa, Island should 
ted! hy gun-boat as proposed. You might, if you seeno objection, act in spirit 
‘gram of 8th April, 1907, and induce Sheikh to permit. concessionaire anc 
oxide collected on beach as well ns their other effects if you are 
approached by them in the matter, 









bo ve 















Tnelosure 8 in No, 260, 
Vice-Consul Gabriel to Government of India. 


Henjum, October 28, 1907. 
ived a Report from Lingah that Mr. Brown, local representative of 
ompanied by Abdulla-Nin-Hassan and about twenty-six men, sailed for 
Abu Musa Island on the 22nd Qetoher. Mr, Brown took a German flag to place on 

cumulated oxide. Sheikh’s. guard. wore resolute, and refused to allow them to land 
on island, e returned to Lingah on 25th October. Mr, Brown now intends 
proceed 0 to represent his case to the German Government, 
(Repeated to Major Cox.) 















(38249) No. 261, 


India Office to Foreign Offce— (Received November 20,) 


NE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
cretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr, Secretary Morley, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram 
from the Vieeroy, dated the 17th instant, relative to the Abu Musa Red Oxide 
‘oncession, 


India Office, November 19, 1907, 














(1519) 
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Tnelosure in No. 261, 







Government of India to Mr. Morley, 








(Telegraphie.) P. November 17, 1907, 
PLEASE seo my telegram of the 2nd instant as to affairs at Abu Musa, 
A copy of the letter from Herr Wouckhaus to the Sheikh of Sharga, dated the 
| S1st October, which was delivered to the Sheikh before concessionnaire’s men had been 
removed from the island, has now reached us. A formal claim by Herr Wonekhaus 
that Concession and mines are security for advances made by him to the concessionnaire 
is asserted in the letter. Herr Wonekhaus would apparently have acquired territorial 
Tights in Abu Musa under this claim, if conceded, and there would thus have been a 
contravention of clause 3 of the Protectorate Treaty which the Chief of Sharga signed 
on the 7th March, 1+ (see inclosure to our letter of the 7th June, 1892). Papers 
| were dispatelied to you by mail of the 7th instant. Resident at Bushire has heen 
informed by His Majesty's Charge d’Affaires at ‘Tehran that. the German Minister hay 
mentioned that Iferr Wonckhaus’ employés on Abu Musa have been attacked by the 
Sheikh of Sharga under protection of His Majesty's ship “Lapwing.” We have 
instructed Resident to report fresh facts to thé Legation if this has not already 
been done. 















































































(38250) No, 262. 






Admiralty to Foreign Office —(Received November 20.) 






(Confidontial,) 











Admiralty, November 19, 1907. 

WITH reference to your letter of the 18th instant, [am commanded by my Lords 
Pinmiissioners of the Admiralty to transmit, for the ‘information of the Seerctary of 
ate for Foreign MMfairs, copy of w telegram, dated to-day, whioh has boon sent torthe 
Com vn the Bast Indies Station, 


























Tam, & 
(Signed) 









HOMAS, 











Inclosure in No, 262, 







Admiralty to Commander-in-chief, Hast Indies Station, 






(Telographic.) PB. Admiralty, November 19, 1907. 
BRITISH Minister at Tehran bas received instructions from Foreign Ofiee to 
tuake representations of a strong nature to Persian Government on subject of two eases 
cle ‘pirates were Arabs from Dayir, and the outrages took place in 
of last year and January of this year. Persian subjects were the vlotima iu 
and Kow ary, 
Ministor w wid to Persian Govern 
and punished and complete reparation in money be 
that, if demand is not complied swith, His Majesty's Go 
‘ction in order to capture and hand over to Persian authorities the 
Foreign Office are of opinion that represent: 
that, without therefore wailing for action on. pi 
steps shoul he taken by naval force, His 
accordingly be dispatched imiuediately to Day 
pirates while at sea, Lf this 





































nders be caught 
is. He will add 
il resort to naval 
pirates in question. 
desired effect, and 

eceasary 

should 
e tthe 
mnot be done, authority should be given to her Com- 
an territory a force of men sufficient 
urrendered at Dayir, or any other place 
to be mot with on the littoral of Per 
‘The Commander should not, however, send mien into the interior 
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[38327] No, 268. 
Sir N. O'Conor to Sir Edward Grey.— (Received November 20.) 
(No. 156.) 


(Telegraphic.) P. 
‘TURCO-PERSIAN frontier. 
Following received from Mr. Wratislaw, No. 27, dated the 15th instant: 


“With reference to my telegram No, 20 of the 17th October, the Turks under a 
ecttain Omer Effendi are undoubtedly in the town of Uslnu, ‘The Russian officer, 
Who lias now arrived, wished to visit the town on his way here, but was detorred by 
the unfriendly attitude of the Kurds, ‘The Russian officer finds the weather altogether 
too severe to carry out his instructions, which, he says, are to survey the froutier 
between here and Khoi.” 


Constantinople, November 20, 1907. 

















(38297) 264, 
Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 20,) 
(No. 850.) 
(Telegraphic,) P. Tehran, November 20, 1907. 
FRENCH Financial Adviser, 


‘The complete text was telegraphed on the 
Minister, 


Roference is to Sir F. Bortic’s telegram No, 64 of the 16th November, 





Sth November by the French 











[88326] No. 265, 
Mr. Marling to Sir Edvard Grey.—(Received November 20.) 
(No. 351.) 
(Telegraphic) PB. Tehran, November 20, 1907, 


PLEASE refer to Sir A. Nicolson’s despatch No. 487, 
telegraph staff on the section from Khaf to Scistan, in Conti 
the 80th September. 

Total European staff is shown by a report, giving names and 
Majesty's Consul at Soistan, to be twice as many as was notified by Russian Minister for 
Foreign Affairs to Sir A. Nicolson. Major Kennion’s figures ate two inspectors, two 
sub-ingpectors, and two signaller, in addition to gholame tee 

Will report particulars by next messenger, 





specting the Russian 
tial Print Section of 

















{38329} No, 266. 
Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 20.) 
(Xo, 352) 
(Telegraphic) PB. 
MY. telegram 
of the 17th instant. 
Acting Consul-General telegraphs to-day as follows :— 
‘No, 64.) 
“ Reports contained in my immediately precoding telegram respecting Durkoman 
raid were telegraphed by Russian Agents in Kuchan and Shirwan, ‘They now appear 
to be fabrications, and have been officially denied,” 


Afair at Keredj, mentioned in my telegram No. $48 of the 19th instant, appears 
to lave been insignificant, 


‘Tehran, November 20, 1007. 
47 of the 18th instant, repeating Meshed telegram No. 63 
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[88330] No, 267. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received November 20.) 





(No, 353.) , 
(Telographic,) PB. ‘Tehran, November 20, 1907. 

ere PTT havited in note respecting situation in Bakhtiari country, as instructed 
by your telegram No. 177 of the 18th instant, Promise to take energetic measures 
vas obtained from Minister for Foreign Affairs. ‘ . 

is Excellency has telegraphed to the Chiefs, holding them responsible for the 
safoty of British lives and property and for the fulfilment of their engagements. 

‘Again to-day I spoke to him in the strongest terms, saying that the greatest 
importance was attached to both enterprises by His Majesty's Government, who would 
be prepared to take any steps to afford them protection, Beyond this I did not hint 
that there is question of sending guards. 2 K 

Mushir-ul-Mulk will again telegraph, and got Ministor of the Interior to repeat 

ations, 
ce rAE tant of the Beatin Gayemnenon’induonee over Ce linns ub nt 
nt they will do what they can. F 
Steps will he taken to huye telegraph line to Ahwaz repaired, 
































[88331] No. 268. 
Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey. —(Received November 20,) 
No. 84, 
{iveernhte) P, Tehran, November 20, 1907, 

FRONTIER, It is proposed to give some administrative powers in Urumia 
districts to Persian Commissioner, who, Iam informed by Minister for Forcign Affairs, 
should reach Uruinia in a weok 


























[88332] No, 269. 


Mr, Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 20.) 





‘Tehran, November 20, 1907. 


i Khorasan is not 
being supplied from 
nan raide 

sand maintain it in 





‘Melinan, anid that 700 sowiirs lave heen dispatched : 
Kormation of a gendarmerie force to restore order in provin 
capita his tigen decided on by Goverr 
Vc 
stato of country no worse, 





















nds on Ispalian-Shitaz road, general 











{38480| No, 270, 


India Office to Koreign Office. (Received November 21.) 





Sir, India Office, November 20, 1907. 

1AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 9th instant as to 
the proposals of Messrs, Ellinger and Co, to form a Company for exploiting the 
dgposits of rod oxide of iron on the Island of Ormuz under the Concession granted hy 
tie Persian Government to the Moin-ut- ' 5 

Jn reply, Lam to state tliat Mr. Secretary Morley, fn view of the advantage of 
the exploitation being in (he hands of a Company under British control, agrees with 
tle Secretary of State for Borvign Affairs that Messrs, Ellinger’s request should be, as 
fay as possible, complied with. It is assumed that the character and nationality of the 
debenture holders, whose ‘Trustees are to have ei a majority on the Board or a yeto 
‘on the transfer of ordinary shares, will he satisfuctorily established, 

As regards the assutancs nested by Messrs. Ellinger, Mr. Morley agrees in 
the views expressed hy Sir E. Grey as to Nos. 1, 2 
nds Nos. band 8, Mr. Morley agrees entivel 































in the view that Mis 
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‘Majesty's Consul at Bunder Abbas should not be placed under any special obligation 
to the Company, who should have their own agent on thespot. Similar considerations 
appear to apply, though in a less degree, to No. 4, viz., the employment of the 
Assistant Oriental Secretary to His Majesty's Legation as paid agent of the Company 
at Telian, But this point is one which Mr. Morley would leave to Sit B, Grey's 
decision. 
Tam, &. 
(Signed) "A, GODLEY. 








(88405) No, 271. 
Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling, 


No. 182.) 
(igi P, Foreign Office, November 21, 1907. 
CONSULAR guard at Ahwaz was mentioned in your telogram to Mr. Mallet, of 
yesterday's date, 
msul-General at Bushire only mentions two camps, and recommended two 
British officers and twenty men. 
We are requesting Government of India to send these numbers, and they are 
ready to give effect to our request. y 
Tt would require a larger force than it is possible for us to send if we intended to 
secure that work should be carried on at five separate camps, 
Our present object is twofold: firstly, to protect British persons, who could, if 
threatened with danger, concentrate in one or two camps; secondly, to prevent the 
whole undertaking from’being abandoned. 








[38429] ; No, 272, 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling. 
(No. 183.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, November 21, 1907. 
PURSUIT of pirates from Dayir. See my telegram No, 178 of tho 16th instant, 
Bomiis Maiesty’s ship “Highflyer” is reported to have started for Henjam from 
ombay, 








[37564] No, 273, 
Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling. 





: Foreign Office, November 21, 1907. 

THE Persian Chargé d’Affaires called at the Foreign Office on the 1th instant, 
and made a statement to the following effect :— 

‘The ‘Turkish aggressions on Persian daily inereasing; they had not 

ved the frontier status quo, nor even t h they claimed as defining. thoir 
ancient boundaries ; the Commission appointed last year had led to uo tangible result ; 
# few days ago another Commission was dispatched to the frontier ; but the Turks 

re not only encroaching upon Persian territory, they were also inciting the Sunni 
tribes of Persia to murder and pillage. 

In these circumstances the Persian Government found themselyes on the horns of 
a if, on the one hand, they were to dispatch a punitive force against the 
Tobels, the proximity of the Ottoman troops would afford the ‘Turkish Government a 
pretext for the commencement of hostilities; while if, on the otlier hand, they were to 
Temain inactive, there was reason to fear that the proceedings of the rebellious tribes 
Would create an agitation of such dimensions among the frontier inhabitants and in the 

scent provinces as to give rise to unexpected difficulties such as it would be 
npossible to combat. 

If indeed, as he firmly trusted would not be the case, the disturbances were to 
assume a religious character, the untoward effects would be an extension of the unrest 
0 districts remote from the sceno of tho Turkish encroachments, which would perforce 
result in complications of a more serious nature. 

(1549) 2Q 
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In view of the fact that His Majesty's Government aud the Russian Government 
had from the first co-operated with the Persian Government in this matter, and that 
the continuance of the existing situation and delay in arriving at a settlement of 
the dispute might remove the question from the category of a frontier quarrel, 
Medili Khan had received urgent instructions to impress upon His Majesty's Gove 
ment theso considerations, and to ascertain their views on the state of alfairs which 
had now been reached, and which, moreover, was one of increasing difficulty. He was 
further to inquire as to the nature of the friendly steps which they had already taken, 
and which they might yet contemplate, and he was to lose no time in telegraphing 
to his Government on the subject. 

Mehdi Khan was informed in reply, that as the Persian Commissioner must by 
this time have nearly arrived at the frontier, it would scem advisable to await the 
result of the Iabours of the Commission. 

‘The dispatch of Persian troops to the scene of disturbance was, in the opinion of 
His Majesty's Government, most undesirable, and for the time being they could only 
recommend the exercise of patience, 

In the meantime His Majesty's Ambassador at Constantinople would not lose 
sight of the question, and would use all his influence with the Ottoman Government in 
the direction of a settlement, 

Tam, &. 
igned) GREY, 





(36777) No. 274, 
Foreign Office to Treasury. 


Sir, Foreign Office, November 21, 1907. 

I LALD hofore Secretary Sir B. Groy your letter of the 6th instant relative 
to tho proposed increase of the Consular guards at Ispahan and Ahwaz, 

With regard to Ispahan, Lam to state, for the information of the Lords Commi 
sionors of His Majesty's ‘Treasury, that Sir E, Grey considers the proposed increase to 
be necessary for the protection of the Consulate snd Consular staif, aud that, 
of tho fact'that their Lordships sanction the proposal subject to this condition, lie has 
requested th Secretary of State for India to take the necessary steps to send the 
reinfo 

With regard to Ahwaz, Lam to transmit copies of further telegrams from His 
Majesty's Consul at that placo showing that the propose inereaso is urgently 
required.* 

T am also to inclose copy of a further letter from the India Office, from which 
it will ho seen that the Government of India now propose to send an infantry guard 
with eight mounted men instead of cavalry, which would reduce the expenditure from 
58391, Os. 8d, to 2061, 13s, 44. initial, and from 1,0201, per annum to 1,8241, per annum 
reoun 


m of British subjects, 
anger they must proceed to 
the coast, 

It is not denied that the principal object of increasing the Ahwaz guard is to 
protect the lives of the employés and the property of the Oil Syndicate, but the ease 
appears to Sir E, Grey to be exceptional. 

A\liwavz is easily: accessible from the river, and a small expenditure, half of which 
will be borne by the Government of India, will, it is hoped, prevent the total abandon- 
mont of an important British enterprise, with the great loss of British prestige 
throughout Persia whieh it would entail. 

In view of the above considerations, I am to express the earnest hope that their 
Lordships will reconsider their decision and sanction half the expenditure incurred in 
the disyateh of the guards and their maintenance for a period of six mouths. 

tam, &e. 
(Signed) LOUIS MALLET, 





* Nom 240, 241, and 250, 


38684) No. 278°. 


F Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 


(No. 14. Commereial.) 
Sir, 


a 3 F Tehran, October 22, 1907. 
T HAVE the honour to transmit herewith, with referonce to your Laat 9, 


Commercial, of the 21st ultimo, copy of a M fi 
the subjet of German shipping competition nthe Powiag Gaafes YM Haze on 
_ Thave, &e. 
(Signed) "CHARLES M. MARLING, 


Tnclosure in No. 278%, 


Memorandum by Mr. Loraine respecting the Hamburg-Amerea Steamship Li 


Persian Gulf. ID 


(Foreign Office despatch No. 9, Commercial, of September 21, 1907.) 


THE competition of the German Line in the P 
HE f the German Line in the Pers 
been distinctly healthy, if regarded from the point of view 
trade 8 opposed to the particular interests of individual Ship 
The threo British Steam-ship Co 
‘sort of combine, which enabled them 
figure they pleased, the monopoly they until 1 
control. : 
‘Th result. was that they attained consid 
“a that they attained conside popularity, and, on the adve 
the Germans, there ware lyin Bussorah, and probably in other ports in tho Ch 
Hlenty of fring who were ony too realy to givo the ‘trial, As reported 
bse! the fear of outside: oni ationlarly in view of the 
ta ney possessed hy their rivals, brought. abor 
eats aud sense reution in thelr rates, SG 
he British Companies have now hid a good shaking up ; they 
Th abuaking up ; they hayo se 
cheap rates reaping their duo reward. If they moet th competition in ihe seat, 
sbitit, and make a serious effort to bring their service and their rites more tito ie 
with the requirements of the firms with whom they have to desl, t ie 
will do them no end of good. It is perfectly true that the Gen) 
by its Government, though T faney that the extent of the 
But there is in this no reason for sitting down under thet 
the old system, which can, as the Germans have eo 
The German ships have, it appears, no diff 
Europe; the difficulty is to get an out-geit 


is them completo 


ly shown, be 
ity Whatever in getting cargoes for 
: i cargo, and in order to supply the want the 
Hamburg-America e has, #o Twas informed at Bussorah, been compelled, on at 
jaan one cvcasion, to purchase-a cargo and sell in the Gulf on their vpn ascot nt 
for what they could get, naturally at a loss. i 
G 


‘That the Germans have effected a lodgment. in 


will maintain it is probable. If, however, the com 
there is absolutely no reason why it should prove 


Tehran, October 22, 


——————— 


[1549] 29 
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(38522) No. 275. 
Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey. —(Received November 22:) 





‘No, 356.) 
Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, November 22, 1907, 
ONE man was Killed yesterday in a riot which threatened to become serious, but 


Was successfully put down, It was produced by a quarrel between men of a Persinn 
regiment and Cossacks arising from a brawl in & brothel, 










[37564] No. 276. 
Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling. 














(No, 194.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, November 22, 1907. 
IN the course of the conversation with the Persian Chargé d’Affaires which formed 

the subject of my despatch No. 193 of the 2lst instant, reference was made to the 

disturbed state of Persia generally, and especially of the neighbourhood of Ahwaz, It 

was pointed out to him that the unrest in the latter district was a source of great: 

concern to His Majesty’s Government on account of the presence thero of British 
subjects in the service of the Oil Syndicate, 


Mehdi Khan promised to draw the attention of the Persian Government: to the 
state of affairs, 5 
n, &o, 


Tam, 
(Signed) 1. GREY, 























[87452] No. 277, 


Foreign Office to India Office. 


Sir, Foreign Office, November 22, 1907. 
i reference to your letter of the 12th instant, relative to the proposed 

i * of the Ahwaz guard, I am directed by Secretary Sir 12. Grey to transmit to you 
herewith, to be laid before Mr. Seeretary Morley, copy of a telegram on the subject 
from His Majesty's Chargé d’Affaires at Tehran, together with the reply which has 
heen retured.® 

Tam to inform you that, Sir I, Grey concurs in the proposal of the Government of 
India to send twenty men, eight of whom are to be mounted, and two British officers, 
at ant Initial cost of 4,000 rupees and a recurring cost of 2,2 rupees per mensem, aud 
that half of the expenditure incurred will be borne by British funds. 

Tam to request that instructions m y be given to the Government of India for the 

» dispatch of this force to Ahy 

It is understood that the period for which this force is to be kept at Ahwaz shall 
be strictly limited to six months, 























Lam, &e. 
(Signed) LOUIS MALLET. 


[36777] No. 278. . 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


Sir, Foreign Office, November 23, 1901. | 
WITH reference to your letter of the 18th ultimo, relative to the proposed increase 

of the Consular guard at Ispahan, T am directed by Secretary Sir 2. Grey to state that Bi 

lojconeurs in the proposal of the Government of India to dispatch at onee, via Bushire, 

to Ispahan twelve additional men, and to defer the relief of the present men until the 





spring, 
; Tam to request that Mr, Secretary Morley may issue the necessary instructions in 
the matter. 


Tam, &, 
(Signed) LOUIS MALLE?. 


* Nos. 267 and 271. 
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(38666) No. 279. 
Mr, Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 25.) 


(No, 285 A.) 
se Tehran, October 26, 1907. 

IN continuation of my despatch No, 200 of the 18th ultimo, I haye the honour 
to transmit herewith eopy of a despatch from His Majesty's Vice-Consul for Avabistan, 
containing certain reeommenilations for the provision of guanls to protect the 
eimployés of the Oil Syndicate. 

Lhave, &e. 

(Signed) ' CHARLES M, MARLING. 


Inclosure in No, 279. 


Vice-Consul Lorimer to Sir ©. Spring-Rice, 


(No. 76, Confidential.) 
Sir, Ispahan, September 14, 1907. 

1 HAVE the honour to refer to your telegram of the 18th instant and to my 
{ologram No, 80, of the same date, in the latter of which I am notsure that I made 
inyself quite clear, 

2, With the principle of supplying what might be described as body-guards for 
the British subjects at the scones of the Syndicate’s works I am in thorough accord, 
It may annoy the Khans, but it will frighton them, and have a good moral effect in 
genornl in demonstrating that we are in earnest, and prepared to take practical 
ensures to seoure tho safety of our subjects : Z 

‘Tho diMeutties are that my present guanly time expires in October, an their 
roliof has been announced for the latter half of November. ‘The relict cau only take 
place at Ahwaz, and it would be unwise to formally initiate the scheme of resident 
Guards at Batwand and elsewhere, when it would almost immediately be necessary to 
withdraw thom for sovoral weeks. Also any arrangement which would tend to delay 
the departure of the outgoing guard might lead to some trouble with them. 

forses cannot be obtained in Arabistan, but unmounted men would always be of 
uso for the purposes of the scheme, 

4, hese, However, are comparatively trifles; the important point is that, in my 
opinion, it would be quite impossible to locate Tndian sowars at the Oilworks without 
‘a suitablo British officer in charge of them, ‘The position might be delicate, and a 
cortain degree of judgment and tact would be necessary. Further, the sowars them- 
solves would probably get out: of hand, having no one of authority or experience 

thems and again, if there wore no one to attend to them on the spot, the 

accounts, &e,, would get into hopeless confusion. 

siderations would apply with augmented force to the relieving guards, 
whose character is an unknown quantity, and whose ignorance of the language, 
country, and people would constitute an additional danger, 

Tt Would be quite impossible for me to stay permanently at Batwand, and therefore, 
if the experiment is to be made, I think a special British officer should be provided. 
Ho could he called a Consular Assistant, and he would gain an experience of Bakhtiari 
AMlnirs which would bridge the hiatus that under present circumstances seems likely to 
‘Occur when T go on leave. In ease the question of the selection of an officer should 
arise, the qualities which should be specially sought for are a sound judgmont and an 
even temper, 

5. On tho Batwand side the Syndicate have, I think, three camps scattered along 
a line of 16 miles, and it would probably be necessary to provide detachments for 
each. ‘The scenic of operations on the Mamatain side is comparatively concentrated, 

‘The numbers suggested in my telegram would, I think, suilice to produce the 
‘moral impression which is the object in view. 

io prevent offences against property and to guarantee the safety of every native 
employé would of course be a perfectly different thing, and might require a large 
force, 

6. A step like that contemplated would probably have a sobering effect on the 
Khans, and bring them to accept any terms proposed’; but such acceptance would be 
310 more to be relied on than the promises they have lavished on us in the past, 
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It is probable at the same time that they would raise some outery, and I presume 
that in case of their appealing to Tehran you would be prepared either to carry the 
authorities there along with you or to defy them. We only desio to provide for the 
safety of the lives and persons of British subjects, and a strong claim could be based 
on the analogy of the Consular guards, of which theso guards would infact bo part 

have, &e. 
(Signed) -D. L, R, LORIMER, 
F Captain, Indian Army, 





(38667) No. 280. 
Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 25.) 


». 286.) 
ir, ‘Tehran, October %1, 1907, 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith copy of the note which, in accordance 
with your telegram No. 137 of the 11th instant, I have addressed to the Persian 
Government respecting the non-payment of the interest on the British Loun of 
1908-4, and reminding them that no reply had yot beon given to the conditions 
His Majesty's Government attached to assenting to the request of Persia for the 
temporary suspension of the sinking fund of that loan, 

Thave, &. : 
(Signed) OHARLES M. MARLING, 


Tnclosure in No. 280, 
Mr, Marling to Ala-es-Sultanch, 


Your Highness, Tehran, October 15, 1907. 

AS your Ilighness is well aware, the annual payments for intorost and sinking 
find of fhe loans made by His Majesty’s Government to that of Persia in 1903 and 
1904 are secured, in case of insufficiency of the revenues of the Caspiity Sea fisheries 

nid of the posts and telegraphs, on the revenues of the tmperial Customs of Bars and 
the Persian Gulf, No payment on this account has, however, been mado this year, 

is therefore logitimate to conclude, and His Majesty's Government have indeed good 
nuason to believe, that the above-mentioned revenues have been applied to other 
nurposes, I haye consequently received instructions from my Government to request 
Your Highness to inform me what satisfactory reasons the Porsian Government. can 
lulduce for diverting to other purposes reyonucs which have been formally pledged for 
the service of the British Lom, 

T am directed further to remind your Highness of the conditions which His 
Majesty's Government have attached to yiving their assont to the request of the 
Persian Government for the temporary suspension of the sinking fund of tho loan in 
question, ‘Chose conditions, which were communicated to your Highness in Sir 0, 
Spring-Rice’s note of the Slst August last, are, it must bo admitted, exooedingly 
Jenient; they imposed no new burdens on the Versian ‘Treasury, and are in fact even 
more moderate than common prudence in a business transuetion of the samo kind 
between private persons would dictate. It might thorefore have been expected that 
hoy would bs sosepted with alaGrity, “Ng meve'fack of thie veguont should naturally 
connote the most scrupulous regularity in the payment of the interest, and it is 
therefore a matter of concorn to His Majesty’s Government that their forbearance in 
tho matter of the sinking fund has not met with the recognition it deserves. 

Thave the honour to request that your Highness will inform me without delay 
what reply Lam to communicate to His Majesty's Government, 

Tiiave, &e. 
(Signed) CHARLES M. MARLING, 





{1549} 
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(88668) No, 281. 
Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 25.) 


(No. 287.) 
Sir, Tehran, November 1, 1907, 

HAVING learnt from His Majesty’s Consul at Kermanshah that the town 
again ina serious state of disorder, shots having repeatedly passed over the Consulate 
to the danger of its inmates, I called on the Prime Minister to request that measures 
might be taken to restore order. It seemed clear, I said, from Captain Haworth’s 
report that the originators of these disturbanees desired mérely to prevent the return 
of Seif-ed-Dowleh, the Governor whose incapacity had resulted in the events which let 
to a large number of persons taking bast in His Majesty's Consulate in June last, and 
in shots being fired on the building. I reminded his Exeellency that, at the demand 
of the Legation, Seif-ed-Dowleh had made an official apology to Oaptain Haworth ari 
had further heen recalled to Tehran, and said that in the’ circumstances I could not 
tnderstand how the Porsian Government could dream of sending him back to 
Kermanshahand if the intention, were persisted in I must regan it as a distinctly 
unfriendly not towards His Majesty's Government. 

His Excellency said that the proposal originated with the Assembly. A party of 
Kermanshahis had come to ‘Tehran to claim compensation from Soif-al-Dowleh for 
losses eanged to them when a part of the town wis looted. The Assembly did not 
know ow to, deal with the question, and when Seif-ed-Dowleh promised to settle tle 
luims, provided he vere allowed to return to Kermanshah, his offer was accepted, 
Ho domurred to my statement that Seif-ed-Dowloh was recalled at the request of the 
Logation he had heen commissioned to escort Saln-ed-Dowleh to the capital. 1 sail 
tint T hada clear rcoltection that the demand had heon made verbally, and though 
the Persian Government might have taken the above method of evading formal 
Compliance with it, it mado no difference to my view of the proposal that Sotf-el- 
Dowloh should return, 

Excellency promised to do what he could to prevent it, and a few days later 
informed mo that the intention was abandoned, 
T have, &e, 
(Signed) ” CHARLES M. MARLING. 





[88669] No. 282, 


Mr, Marling to Sir Edward Grey.— (Received November 25.) 


(No, 288) 


Tehran, November 1, 1907. 

| HAVE the honour to transmit to you herewith copy of &. Meniorandimn 
‘uddressed to me by Mr. Barker, the Director of the Persian section of the Indne 
Huropean ‘elegraph Department, on the subject of the recovery from the Persian 
Government of various expenses incurred by the Department in the construction and 

intenance of the telegraph line from Kashan to the Beluchistan frontier via Yezd and 
Kerman, provided for in the ‘Treaty signed by Sir A, Hardinge on the 16th August, 1901 
(seo Sir A. Hardinge's despateh No. 11, Treaty, of the 17th August, 1901) and come 
pleted on the Ist July of this year, 

also transinit ¢opy of @ letier dated the Sth April, 1904, trom his Excelleney 
Mukhbered-Dowleh, at that time Minister of ‘Telegraphs, which should he read ag 
complemenitary to the above-mentioned ‘Treaty. 

{ further trinsmit'a lucid and exhaustive Memorandum by Mr. Vansittart, deatine 
in particular with the points raised by Mr, Barker, and in, general with the prospects 
and validity of the Indo-European ‘Telegraph Department's claims, and with the deuble 
aspect vf their possible bearing on the question of the renewal of those telegraph 
contracts which ex; in 19: 

T would venture to suggest that, should you think fit, the last-named document 
might he communicated to Mr, Kirk, 

As Mr. Vansittart suggests in his Memorandum, it will probably be advisable 
{reat these questions in conjunction with the question of the renewal of the Concessi 
it is impossible to say when a favourable moment for opening the latter qustion nay 
arise, but the earliest opportunity that I ean foresee would seom to be when we have 
succeeded in obtaining some tangible result in favour of Persia in the Urumia router 


depute. Should this happen, as I hope it may in the early part of next year, T should 
Tilegl WF Concurrence and that of the India Office, propose to open the question then, 
unless an earlier opportunity should present itself, 
Thave, &o, 
(Signed) CHARLES M, MARLING, 


——— 


Inclosure 1 in No. 282, 
Memorandum by Mr. Barker. 


[THE Director-in-Chiel refers me to the final pnrageaph of the Mukkber-ed- 
Ponleh's letter dated the Sih April, 1904, to the address of Sir A, Hardingo a trenche 
tion of which was sent to me by Mr. Lindsay on the Oth idem, from witch it woud 
appear that the rents of buildings occupied for the purposes of the Central Persie ling 
should be charged tothe Persian Government, and asked if T am obtaining the previous 
approval of tho Minister of ‘Telogeaphs to the ronta of such houses as We occupy, ae 
requester in the same letter. 

At the date of the Mukhber-ed-Dowleh's letter the houses we rent on the Central 
crsia line; with the exception of that at Ardistan, were nlveady. occupied, The 
Makhber-ed-Dowleb, in several interviows. I had with him prior to. the’ date. of 
letter, was informed of what had taken place up to thon, and expressed is. verte 
Apuroral of what ind been done. In June 1904 T wont on loave and. shortly 
wramatts the house at Kerman vas, with the approval of the Persian, Government, 
purchased, 
st tne Mouse at Ardistan was taken at the end of 1904, but 1 am unable. to say 
samme nerikbber-ed-Dovleh’s consent to it was received. We continue to occupy the 
Jane houses as we originally took, though the rent has in the eases of Nainy Ane and 
[iim ince been enhanced without the consent of the Minister of ‘Telegraph boing. 
asked, 

a rtile VI of the Convention of 1902 stipulates that, pending further amanges 
serrate. He agreed upon by the Governments of the United Kingdom and Persia th 
shall only be one office between Kerman and the Indian frontier, © We have bean a 
Mailer tron alto since May 1904, though only one of the two, Dehaneh ‘Taghi, 70 
piles from the frontier, is the residence of British subjects; the other, Bam, is occupied 
by an Armenian, a Persian subject, 

Ihe Article further stipulates that the telegenph stations shall be built according to 

Land in towns the houses to ho used as such 


r hutsat Dehaneh Baghi, no stations 
pared, and, as mentioned in the Mukliber- 
As stated above, one house was bought, 
Ardistan, and Bam 
cost of building, and the purchase 
sin Government, np recovery of such charges 
of houses occupied as tclegrapl offices, or wx 
defrayed dopartmentally, and the rent 
ws residences only has been defrayed 
Gf ances provided by Government in lieu 
uestion therefore arises, is this recovery to be effected and how, 
Private residences to be recovered aswell as the cost of the 


reigher has the cost of the house purchased at Kerman for 76,000 krans yet boo 
recovered, 
silt Nas at the date of purchase proposed that this sum should be added to the 
Capital cost of the Central Persia Telegraph Line, and the amount recovered in the saris 
Mite Tyne cost of the line is to be recovered, but, if this is done wo shall, wiley 
diicle TV, have to pay 4 per cent. on the amount to the Persian Government wach 
whe the same thing as paying an annual rent of 8,000 krans for the use nf a hence 
Gricty, by the Mukhber-ed-Dowleh's letter, is probably chargeable tothe Peon 
Government. It does not seem desirable to admit this proposal” 
In Article If it states that the Bri Government is to advance to the Persian 
Track the salaries and allowances of the men actually employed on the work. 
The aggregat~ of these salaries will approach 10,0004. “It cannot surely be intended 
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that the British Government shall pay 4'per cent. on this sum. How, then, is this sum 
to be recovered ? i 

tis rather strange that we have committed ourselves to the payment of 4 per cent. 
‘on the cost of the wire put up for the use of the Persian Government from ‘Tehran 
to the frontier under Articles VII and X, from which expenditure we shall derive no- 
benefit. 
we h considerable sum is annually paid to the Minister of ‘Telegraphs for the terminal 
measayes mentioned in the first sentence of Article IX, and collections by the Depart- 
ment on his behalf are made for local traffic in Roman characters, mentioned in 
Article VIIL; these and the Jask royalty are the only payments by us to Persia 
that | have any knowledge, and by deduction from which recovery could gradually 


be made, 
— (Signed) R. ©. BARKER, Director, 
Persian Section. 
Telvun, October 12, 1907. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 282, 


Mukhber-ed-Dowleh (o Mr. Marling. 4 
(iranslation.) og April 5, 100 

WITH regard (o the buildings and residence for the use of the Telegraph Depart- 
ment and the telegraphiats which have been the subject of negotiation for some time: 
past, and which the Indo-Kuropean ‘Telegraph Department intend to get built wherever 
necessary necording to the maps and plans already seen, and in conformity with the 
Jocal circumstances, T have the honour to state that, in accordance with the maps and 
Article VI of the Anglo-Persian Convention, I approve that the English Telegraph 
Department should, in accordance with the local circumstances, either purchase suflicient 
sites and build on them, or buy ready-made houses, or content themselves with hired 
houses wherever it is suitable, and such houses are found, in accordance with the 
stipulations of Article VI of the Convention, : 

Wherever they build buildings, or purehase houses, or hire them, a statement of the 
cont, value, or the vite of the renl must he sent to me beforehand for approval, and a 
statement of the same must be made clear (when the business is finished), and the 
amount charged in the Persimn Government acconnt in accordance with the 
arrangements made in connection with the extension of the Kerman—Baluchistan line. 


Tnelosure 8 


Menonaypus hy Mr. Vansittart on the Question of the Renewal of the ‘Telegraph 
Contracts which expire in’ 1925, as affected by the Claims of the Indo-European 
‘Telegraph Department in respect of the Kashan-Beluehistan Line, 


REND and purchase of premises at present occupiel by the Indo-European 
‘Velegraph Department, ae 
In paragraph 7 of his Memorandum Mr, Barker asks whether the rent of private 
houses ean be claimed from the Persian Government, as well as that of offices or of 
offices, and quarters combined, ’ - 
Uniler reservo of the flays in the claims hereafter dealt with the answer to this 
question appears to be in the affirmative. The first sentence of Mukhber-ed-Dowlch's 
letter of the 6th April, 1904, to. the Legation expressly mentions “the buildings and 
residence for the use of the ‘Telegraph Department and the telegraphists.” ‘The first 
paragraph of Article Vi of the 16th August, 1901, could, moreover, possibly be held to 
inoply the intention, 2 
Bu At TheKon stale in) paregrapl 2) thal, ab ho date of Mukhber-ed-Dowleh’s 
letter (stipulating that all arrangements respecting, construction, purchase, or hire of 
accommodation must be submitied beforehand by the Department to the Persian 
Government) the houses rented on the Central Persia Line, with the exception of that 
At Atdistan, were already occupied, Mr. Barker says that Mukhber-ed-Donleh 
expressed his verbal approval of what had taken place up till then. ‘This is not 
suliciont; and no written approval was ever obtained, It is, otherwise, in the case of 
the purebase of the house at Kerman in 1904 for the sum of 75,000 krans (see para- 
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graph 2 of Mr. Barker's Memorandum), For this Mr. Barker has informed the Legation 
that a written approval was gtanted. 

It must, however, be stated at once that this is the only absolutely sound point in 
the Department's claims. 

As mentioned above no written authorization was obtained on account, of the 
premises already occupied; nor for the subsequently rented house at Ardistan 
(paragraph 3) ; nor for the enbanced rent at Nain, Anar, and Bam. 

‘Thus failure to comply with even the stipulations of the slender documentary 
evidence on whieh the claims for recovery can be based tends to make thieir evasion easy 
for the Persian Government, who need no encouragement, 

2. The same objection can be held to the establishment of the offices betweon 
Kerman and the Indian frontier, mentioned in paragraph 4 of M, Barker's 
Memorandum. 

Article VI of the Treaty of 1901 expressly states that “pending further arrange- 
ments” there shall be only one office between Kerman and the lulian frontier. ‘The 
Department haye had two since May, 1904. But no ‘further arrangements’ were 
made, and no authorization obtained. ‘The nationality of the oceupant at Bam 
(paragraph 4) is immaterial. 

‘The best that can bo suid is that the Persian Government must-have been aware of 
the existence of the second office; and, as they have never protested, its existence might 
be justified by a not very ancient prescription, 

8. With regard to constructions, the shelter huts at Dehanch Baghi are at present 
alone of their kind. But Mukhber-ed-Dowleh was not, consulted respecting their 
erection, \ Firman has, bowever, been more than once applied for; but (hv applications 
have been left unanswered. 

It would therefore seem that all these claims for recovery, with the exception of 
that on account of the house at Kerman can be impugned, if the Persian Government 
so desired. In their present financial straits it may be presumed that. they will so 
desire, 

But there is an even greater flaw in the claim, 

4. In his 7th paragraph Mr. Barker says: ‘The Mukhber-ed-Dowleh states that 
the cost of building and the purchase and rent of houses is chargeable to the Persian 
Government,” 

Whether by an oversight in drafting or intentionally, there is nothing to indicate 
this contention in the ‘Treaty. 

It is true that, in his letter of the 6th April, 1904, Mukhber-ed-Dowleh says that, 
“wherever they build buildings or purchase houses, or hire them, n statement. of the 
cost, value, of (he rate of the rent must be sent to me beforehand for approval, 

nit of the same must be made clear (when the business is finished) and the 
jount charged in the Persian Government account in accordance with the arranges 
ments made, &e,” 

Tt will be open to the Persian Government to object thial no such arrangements 
were made in the ‘Treaty, and that they will not be bound by the letter of a temporary 
“farmer” of the telegraphs. At best these words might be held to put the Department 
Fight prospectively with regard to such plans and maps as they shall submit. Tt will be 
doubly dificult to give them a retrospective effect when the conditions of assent have 
not been complied with, 

‘The above considerations may seem to “chercher midi A quatorze heures" and to 
anticipate troubles that may not arise. “It is well, however, (0 be prepared 
for them, 

5, Method of recovery.—(a.) In paragraph 9 Mr, Barker says that it does not 
seem desirable to admit that the cost of the house at Kerman should be added 
to the capital cost of the Central Persia line, as the Department would then, under 
Atticle IV of the ‘Treaty, have to pay 4 per cent. on the amount to the Persian 
Government. 

‘This is certainly true, and it would therefore be well to advanee the claim indepen- 
dently of Article LV. It would then have to be based on the written approval obtained 
for it and on the Mukhber’s letter of the 5th Apni, 1904, which makes no mention of 
4 per cent. ; but, in practice, it will be very hard to. argue that. the Muktiber's loiter $s 
something outside the Treaty. 

(0.) The largest sum at stake is, however, that of 10,000/. on account of salaries 
and allowances of the men employed in the construction of the line, Mr, Barker says 
that it cannot be intended that His Majesty's Government shall pay 4 per cent, on this 
suim. If this is so, it will have to be attempted to base the claim on Article IL of the 

[1519] 28 
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‘Treaty, which stipulates that His Majesty’s Government shall advance to the Persian 
Government the salaries and allowances of the men actually employed on the work, yet 
makes no mention of 4 per cent, Tt would, however, be too much to expect that the 
Persian Government will assent to such an argument. 7 

‘Thus the alternative course suggested will, both for (a) and (b), present serious 
‘ifculties and points that it may be difficult to turn. J 

(c.) In his last paragraph Mr, Barker considers the methods of recovery that might 
he employed if the Persian Government cannot otherwise be induced, or are unable, to 
pay up. “To these could be added the retention of the minimum rental (25,000 fr.) 
provided for in Article IV of the Treat aie 

(It should here be noted that on the 28rd October Mr. Barker, by instruction of the 
Director-in-chief, requested the Legation to ascertain whether the Persian Government 
would accept payment of the first half-yearly instalment, due on the Ist January, 1908, 

tthe minimum rate, pending the completion of the accounts of the eapital expenditure 

ineurred on tho work, the difference, o be paid at a later date. ‘This. proposal 
as communicated to the Persian Government, who to-day, the 31st October, have 
signified to the Legation thelr acceptance, 

This payment can he made without prejudice to any method of self-indemnification 
that may he'subsequently adopted by the Indo-European Telegraph Department, 

‘Dhe Department has thus at its disposal several and sufficient means of recovery in 
the Inst resort; Tut the question of their application brings forth the last and, 
presumably, the most important 

6, Whe effect that the raising and pressing of th ns woul have on the 
juestion of the renewal of the telegraph contracts which ex 1925, 

Tt will in any case be a delicate matter to obtain this renewal iw the present 
political situation and in the actual frame of mind of the Assembly. ‘These claims, 
unless carefully handled, may increase the diffeulties, If the Persian Government 
Joarnt by experience that their existing telegraph contracts were a source of trouble 
anid expense to them they would be the less inelined to assent to their prolongation. 

It might, however, be gently hinted to them that these claims exist and could be 

sed, that this would be now very inconvenient to them, and that the Indo-European 
‘Velograph Department would he prepared to waive some altogether, and to be more 
accommodating about the others in return for the renewals in qu 
Concessions might he made with the loss heartbuening in that the claims are bj 

jeans favless (‘with the exeeption of the claim for the house at Kerman, wh 
wrontestable antl stands in n eatexory by itself), and in that the amounts involv 

rstooil, very considerable ; and also in that i 
to separate the construction salaries from the sum expended on the 

tion of the ling, whieh falls under the 4 per eent, clause of Article LV of the ‘Treaty, In 
1891 a sum of 5,000/. was paid to the Shah, ‘and a present to the value of 5001. was 
maite to the Prine Minister for the renewal of two Concessions. ‘The amount due for 
rents and constiustion at Debanch Baghi (not the purchase of the house at Kern 
would he uothing like this sum, ‘The present proposal merely involves leaving a smaller 
sum in Persian pockets instead of putting a Inrger sum into them. Tt is for the 
Department ( decide how much they would be prepared to leave, Hf, in addition, the 
Persian Government were to he intormed that the Department did nor intend in future 
to put forward claims for compensation for acts of ordinary damage such as have occurred 

the past (see Foreign Office despatch No, 116 of the 10th July, 1907, and its 
inclosures), he Department would have given the Persian Government several 
simultaneous proofs of gool-will and generosity, and the latter should be glad and 
encouraged (0 do business with sich accommodating parties. For pure love we are 
ikely to obtain noching for some time to come; and as to money, it may in the past 
have been practicable to persuade by its use one or two highly-placed persous who 
habitually allowed themselves to be tempted. It will be otherwise with a hitherto 
collectively virgin Assembly, In any case, with regard. to the presents formerly siven, 
it would now hive to be asked : What are they among so many?” It is to be feared 
that 5,000L, would be quite inadequate to soften’ both Ministers and Asseinbly, even if a 
satisfactory distribution were possible, ‘Those who got nothing might be hostile from 
pure spite or disappointment, Surely also, if it is hoped that the salvation of Persia 
‘nay ultimately be worked through its constitutional Representatives, we, above all 
others, should so far from being the first, not even he the last to--candiilly 
corrupt them. 

‘The contracts in question have another seventeen years to run; but in view of 
German getivity, whieh, as this Legation hay various grounds to believe, is likely to be 
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considerably inereased in the near future, it would be w, 

in 1 He, it would be well to get the 

tar te toesble, On the Sst occasion, derefoe, vion His Manes Gorsnecat 

coul rance of having rendered a service to the Persian Gi 

on the first consequent symptom of a cbange in th oehe Adee ae 
ie first_conse mn of a cbange in. the mood ei i 

Legation’s application for renewal could be backed Bae aaa ee ae 


swould be both moral and concrete, 
(Signed) R. G. VANSTDPAR, 
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Mr. Marling to Sir Kiward Grey.— (Received November 25.) 


: = Tehran, November &, 19 
1 Lie, Maoager of ie {peril Bank of Der a called on me some three wecle eae 
and said that he was about to apply to the Persian Government for a contract (ona 
quantity of silver for the business of the Dank. fier tha tecesatul 
anit of or the business of the bank, He hoped that after the sve 
Tt a ey pit Majesty's Minister ina similar enso in the enrly summer 
I price of oiler cade by the Persian Government; but while the rate of exchanae 
an price of silver were now favourable tothe operation, these conditions might ching, 
a be wie fo know if inane of dey on he part of the Persian Governinent, the 
a rould ssi said that of course ny. est supp 
anda few days later he came again to claim it. Si SURO Reamer 
she saat teine said that he didnot understand what the difieulty was, He had seen 
OF Fiance alo aaa tand te question of price vas not the obstacle, ‘The Miner 
¢ also res be ig! secured to the i ing-Rice’ 
seatitbee et he rights secured to the Bank by Sir O. Spring Rice's 
at once addressed! « note to the Persian Gov 
ore ‘ note to ermment on the subject, and wr 
Tate tugent letter tothe Minister of Finance, on whom L also called the folloving: 
“bank's rghit: nt thera bing Hed stated, Naseul-Afulk- admitted 
the its, and that the question of price was not at issue, But he said that the 
alter vas belore the Financial Committee of the Assembly. i said that Leah tes 
aicelve what interest that Committee. could possibly take i the matter. ‘Ihe lies 
Hahty were unquestioned, and there was no dispute about terms, There was thane 
ues tom for discon of what was hardly Bore thai a formality, Is Hxeelleney 
iat he ponsible position and had to refer such a question to i 
1 urged on his Excelleny that it way precissly becmisd he tow alintetg 
ie ad Hine Aline tbat it was his duty to assume responsibility in matters of 
purely executive nature, though what responsibility he could see in th 
Hd not divine, If he, the Prime Minister, shrank at such a trlles ingest ta 
inborn tg inister, shrank at such a trifle, how could the 
lowever, argument and expostulation wero absolutely useless, N 
ont nent a ‘ero absolutely useless, Nothing that 1 
Cay” would moxe his Hxeeliency tw take n step without the sanetion of the Kraven 
eat uttees aud the most T suecceded in extracting. from hin was that he would da his 
contrtet ahi, is colleagues at the Council to be held that night to agree to, the 
iuitel, which would then be more easily accepted by the Comittee: T told ne 
(Acelleney that it was a matter of perfect indifference to me what view. the Mirae 
Gimmiucs cok of the question, Within the last six months the bank's right to eoin 
hi ely admit the Persis jovs i y i i 
ft ms tn Oe sulla by the Persian Government, and it was my intention 
have urged the matter repeatedly, both on the Prime Mint in 
1 ha ; , inister and the Minister 
reign Afairs, bul such is the Fepugnnee, amounting even to fear, that they have 
Suing the most trifling responsibility thai stil hangs fire. 
vas the aiuently T have ascertained from the Nast-ul-Mulk and the Mushitsed-Dowloh 
fier, oppcunell of Ministers thas in contemplation a law to Timi the importation ot 
sitee Bis alias ws to be to prevent the recurrence of the state of uflaits somo 
liars eena ge Me exetange tose to GO krans, and even more, to the £, rate very 
tinderstaat ge Pers, but T found it hopeless to attempt to’ make either of thers 
this coanil that there were other factors ruling exchange than the quantity of silver fn 
tke aunth®> and | contented myself with saying. that: the Persian Goverment vould 
it angidi Steps it liked in the maiter, provided the right of the bank to import and coin 
ype whatever quantity of silver iv required was respected 
he Minister for Foreign Atfairs even suggested that he shon 
iy t ig Atfieg iggested that he should send me a reply 
My note to the effect that the Persian Government ayteed to allow the bark t coly 
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i vi i id not aceept 
‘lv 1 of 500,000 tomans in the year. T replied that T eoul r 
eh an answer. The reply that T wanted ras that orders had een given tothe proper 
Authorities to conclude a contract with the bank for minting the amount of silver 
Specifed by the bank (which as a matter of fact happens to be just the abore- 


mentioned sum). ares 
(Signed) CHARD 








S M. MARLING. 


D8., Norenber 7, 1907. Since writing the above, T have received from the Persian 
Ge eeUT Lie ore oaiiev a taraletion as inalosed., There is nothing in i to 
whieh objection ean be made, except the Inst. sentence, which appears to indicate tha 
the Gorerament may, in the future, deny the bank's right to coin silver. as it requires 
This a point of so great importance tothe bank that £ have thought it advisable to 
reailirm wur position in the note of which a copy is inclosed. jb 









Tuelosure 1 in No, 283. 


Muxhivsed-Dowleh to Mr. Marling. 5 : 
(@ranstation,) - soc exer 8.2007 
IN anawer to your note of the 27th October, 1907, regarding the requirements of 
the Tmperial Bank of Persia as to silver, Chave the honour to say that the necessary 
instrictions have Deen given to the Tinperial Mint by the Persian Government fo 
iceopt te sum of 1 fore of tomans from the Imperial Bank of Persia, and to strike it 
But regarding your statement that it is perfectly etear from the Tnperial Bank 
Porsin's Concession that it hns the right to import silver for minting purposes, T have 
the honour to state that, regarding the import of silver into Persia, the bank is free 


















i vel ck freely is not stipulated in the 

like other people, but the right to haye silver struck freely is not. stip 

Coneuwlony ane ja) ove that admit that the minting of silver depends on 
ecessities of commerce, and for this reason, if it is not 





‘State requirements and the 
limited, the country will suffer, 


3. 





Tnolosure 2 in No. 


Mr. Marling (0 Mushir-ed-Dowleh. 





Your Excellency, Tehran, November 7, 1907, 
Moa THLAV EE UNG hovaup to acknowledge the rogeipe of your notetat Ale Gl November 
fiforming me that the sieeessary instructions have been given to the -Lmperial Mint by 
te Persian Government to accept the sim of 1 crore of tomans from the Tmperial 
Hank of Persia and to strike it, T Tnsten to think your Fxeelleney for notifying me 
that the unnecessary delay in taking this step is now at an end. T cannot, however, 
alloy: to pass unchallenged the final sentence in, that note, in which your Excellency 
appears to demur to the acknowledgment of the rights of the bank to coin silver 
according to ils requirements, Tn the first part of the sentence in question your 
Hcelleney. admits yourself what your predecessors have never been able validly to 
question, the right of the bank to import silver. ‘This admission makes it unnecessary 
for me to Inbour the point or to refer to the past occasions on which the right has 
been asserted by this Lexation and acknowledged by the Persian Government, 1 
xather, however, that it is fo the right of minting that your Excellency demurs, 1 
would venture (o point out to your Excellency that the rights are identical—the one is a 
corollary of the other, For what other conceivable purpose would any bank desire to 
fiport silver except for minting? ‘The right to import would be valueless if the right 
to mint were not one and the same thin : Sette He 

{would respectfully refer your Exeelleney again to Sit C. Spring-Riee's note of 
the (th May to his Highness’ Ala-es-Saltaneh, in which he states that “the bank's 
Concession imposes on the bank the obligation to pay on demand any and every note 
presented for payment. If the Government refuses a request from the bank to import 
silver for coinage in order to do that which the Concession says they must do, namely, 
to give silver inv exchange for notes, it is quite elear that the Persian Goveroment violates 
the Concession and, indeed, practically eanecls it.” 7 

Finally, your Excelleney appears, from your concluding words, to appreliend that 
the country Will suiler by this legitimate operation, 1 beg to remind your Excellency 
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‘of what had perhaps eseaped your Exeellency’s notice, i., that no less than 11 per 
eent. i, 5 per cent, import duty and 6 per cent. minting’ dies, on the value of the 
amount coited accruzs to the Persian Government. ‘This in itself should be a sulficiont 
safeguard against excessive importation, while every transaction of the kind brings 
considerable profit to the Persian Government. 
Tregret to have again had to enteratany length upon this matterto your Exeelleney 
but_I have felt that you were perhaps, as regards the case now happily concluded, under 
slight misapprehension, which it was my dity to dissipate, in order to. avoid useless 
discussion in the future. 
&e. 


CHARLES M, MARLING. 

















The 
(Signed) 
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Mr. Marling (o Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 25.) : 





(No. 240.) 
Sir, Tehran, November 6, 1907. 

MR. CONSUL-GENERAL WRATISLAW'S telegrams from Urania, which he 
hias been instructed to repeat to Constantinople for retransmission to London, will havo 
Kept you fully informed of events on the frontier, and of the attitude of the Turkish 
authorities, both civil and military, in. the occupied dis hhey seem to show quite 
clearly that no arguments on the spot will haye effect in inducing those authorities to, 
agree to accept any otlier line than Uhat laid down by Dervish Pasha ay marking, the 
frontier between the two Empires, 

Thave abstained from communicating to the Persian Government any information 
received! from Mr, Wratislay.as to the further advance of the Turks, as to have done 80 
could only have inereased the public indignation and excitement, 

‘The Persian Government are treating the question with their usual fuluous blind 
ness to their own interests, ‘There has been a good deal of talk in the Medjliss, about 
sending troops. ‘The idea seems to have first been mooted about the 5th ultimo, 
when Isaw the President of the Assembly on the following day he asked me what | 
thought of it, He spoke like a man who only wanted to have his own views confirmed, 
and seemed to he quite satisfied when I said that it could not bring anything but 
Uisaster, expecially if the foree was to be placed under the command of Mohtashem-os 
Sultaneh, the First Persian Commissioner 

About a week later T learned that 1 
tained, and that, Mobitash 




























some active measures to drive out the 
that somet 
could withsta is, but there was wild talk of allowing 
to rouse the ne ribesmen, with what result it was 

I therefore called on the Mi 
influence to prevent such, disastr 
the orders of the P 






shien-05-Saltaneh 
sy to inagine, 
ister for Foreign Affairs and urged hin to use his 
folly. I said that to send troops, especially under 
rian Commissioner, would have tle appearance of trying to back up 
diplos by a show of force, which would only render negotiation more difficult, 0 
even impossible s that a chance shot between outhosts skirmish which 
would give the Turks an excuse fora further advance, which the Persian forees were 
quite ineapable of resisting, and which might not stop till Tabreez was reached; and, 
lastly, that the negotiations which Sir N. , O'Cotior and M. Zinoview were con: 
ducting at Constantinople would be seriously embarrassed, if not, indeed, temporarily 
suspended, 

His Highness seemed not to have considered any more than lial the Assembly 
What the effect of sending-troops and attempting to expel the ‘Turks would be at 
Constantinople. He promised, if | would give liim a Memorandum of my arguments, to 

is best to impress them in the proper quarter, and a few days alter he informed me 
that he had made successtul use of the personal letter I had sent him, and that the iden 
te b abandoned, though an escort of about 100 men would be sent with the Persian 

sioner 
ie Russian Minister, whom I kept informed of what 1 was doing, at first was 
uicted Bh se there was any possibility of such a notion being entertained, but he 
1549, 2/1 
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subsequently warned the Persian Government of the foolishness of the action they were 
contemplating, % ; ms sible neta 
itasliem-cs-Saltanch has delayed his departure as long as possible, as he ha 
hofetot hemes copelated (othe Abn Moreen Ata the pending ree. 
struction of the Cabinet, He was by no. means eager to start on what he is well awa 
mall_proportion of the expenses himselt, 
}-small prospeet of eventual reimbursement, Finally, liowever, he left ‘Tehran on the 
nstant & ¥ 
islaw's telegram No, 21 of the 22nd October, inquiring as to the rile to 
be ig ene and his Russian colleague when the Mixed Commision met, reached 
me on the 26th, and, having occasion to sce the Russian Minister on ot ler _mattory, 1 
mentioned the point to him. T said that although T had no explicit inforination 
presumed that it was intended that the two Consuls should attend tle meetings in some 
ny of anoles, |The exprines of the previo, Commision shovel hat o res 
coil he exiled from a puly Tureo-Penan Commision, eren if the instruc ions 
mie the remetive Delegates wou hase rrened from tet Gorerment alone 
reasonable dein, The ctings would be a series of wrangles, and we shoul nn 
er tne what nl paved M- de Harti a ho gute agree and continued that 
he felt that ve were both in a rather uncomfortable po asthe Persian 
Government. We were constantly telling it of the efforts that were heing male. My 
M, Zinoyiew and Sir N. R. O'Conor at Constantinople, bat we could point to;no] prac Ae 
Gaal, bal rather he contrary, for the Turkish troops ail conve to advanea The 
Vorién Government were vty desvous that the Consuls. shoul be present at ho 
al he ould Zoeomniend tha cours to his Goveroment, I aid T also 
woul telegraph in that sense to you, Sir, adding that if the Consuls were vo 0 
‘attond the sittings their uselulness at Urumia, or wherever the Commission as to mect, 
woul ch diminished. ‘ 
Balan Gene ated aro, az Tad tho honour to inform you by my telegram 
5 of the 31st October, exceedingly anxious as to the turn which events may take 
on the jy have dfpitaly abandoned, 0 Musbin-o-Dowle informal ne on 
the 2nd instant, al don of soning troops to the'seene exeept a small escort of Cossacks 
for their Commissioners, under the command of a Russian officer, Captain, Outchal at 
of the Cossack Bri nf aahenve tha the Baran tribes may, be 
infected with the xoncral indignation against the Turks, or may be driven, should they 
bo molest hy the Tks to retaliation either against the Ottoman troops or ay at 
the Turkish tribes, and thus an irregul al warfare all along the Srontien ous 
he started, the endl of whieh e could foresee, but which would be the enuse of 
vertu i-eting and Mod feuds for years to cone, The Prime Minster was pa 
Heularly aqirehovsve of mishian| ovenh and alwervel (hat if Dena mere really driven 
to extremities she would call out the wild tribesmen of Luristan, who, if th mt a 
ineet regular troops int open battle, were masters of the art of pillage, and would sacl 
the ber diate of Turkey from Mush fo Bagdad 
have, Se. 
(Signed) CHARLES M. MARLIN 
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Mr. Marling to Sir Bilward Grey.—(Received November 26.) 
ad) rehran, November 6, 1907. 
PTS gran uA Dasani GovemnaacoF nots tal be unfavourably 
ikeupiointment of x Rronah ition os Vioanial Adve (0 the Persian Gove 
f Zeng agro 40 Mi. de i Martinis request fr. my assistance to inl the 
Persian Government to necept the draft form of M. Bizot’s contract, to be gna i 
Paris, whieh he had suggested, As oceasions served, 1 gave strong’ h nts to 4 ct: 
Sultaneh that delay was to be deprecated, and pressed his Lighness fa ape the 
formula susgested by the Brench Minister, and on the 7th October [took ie 
aapeunits ool by the pavientadlon of my wore lati to-the: non-payment o 
interest aiid the suspension of the sinking of the British loan to speak tiie 
sstence, [his ighnes, 1 sid, would sé from the eonserate tone of the note tha 
Mis Majesty's Goverment hd ny wish 0 embarross the Persian Governen 
time of financii Ne hut he must admit that their friendly forbearan 
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matter, as well as the extremely moderate conditions they attached to their assent to 
the Persian request for the temporary suspension of the Sinking Fund, entitled them 
wo expect that the Persian Government were really making a genuine elfott in the 
fixcetion of reform. “The Persian Government itself secognized that, they required 
foreign expert assistance for financial reorganization, but now that, at thesimee 
pressing request, the French Government had, rather unwillingly, assented, and hod 
sclected ¢ Particularly able official for the task; they wished to make what { regarded 
sacalnyiy unreasonable conditions with the object of committing M. Bizot le cary 
{yg seliime which, after studying the financial state of the eountry, he might deere 
wie acless or even impossible,” is Majesty’s-Government. might well interpret 
sch an attitude as signifying that Persia's desire to reform was only half-hoartedcead 
rite gclay in coming to an agreement about the form of contrast were prolossed, 

it feel that their forhearance bad heen misplaced, T hoped his Highness would de 
his best to press the matter to a reasonable solution, 

His Highness said that 1 was of course alluding to the wish exprossed in the 
the cnbly fiat the formation of w National Bank should he expressly stipiiated for fe 
Hieacontmct. | Ladmitted it at once, and said he must recognise the absurdity of the 
idea wich seemed to possess the Assembly that x National Bank was the parracea ee 
Persia's financial troubles. M. Bizot must spend somo months studying. the tered 
apd ceononiie situation, and then submit his proposals for reform to the Govenmnant 
Uf ho thought a bank was requited, well and geod but if ret those oa, nothing to 
event the Pervian Government from establishing one itself. _ITis Highness pralesced 


Cyagre with me, but said the question of the contract was before the. I 
Committee of the Assembly. 
lisee or four days later a Persian gontleman in close touch with the most 
Huential of the local Committees, and a member of the EnjumonciAkabiy enteat 
Prema said that thero was a strong fecling abroad against tho appointment of a 


nance, 


fichman as Financial Adviser. a Fronclman, it was feared, would tp tishle 
through hi mn, to fall under the influence of Russia, the ally of Branco, and, 
Mik ttussian backing, might attempt to acquire a position of power in Pera seats 
AL Naus had ocenpied for a time, Ho gave mo’ to understand Wa he hn one 
regrtsicned to ascertain whether I thought these fears wero foundad.  Laait thet t 
thought these dangers imaginary ; M. Bizot would of course lave to take into 
cinder Hareigtet that Russia was Perso’ largest creditor, but that nead not brine birg 
wey raussian inltence. As for the idea that he would’or could imitate AL Neon 
Y impossible. |e would come without: executive powers. such ay wore 
wor apnily conferred on M. Naus; he eamo morely to advise, dnd it his ulvieo ney 
Parevgtl by the Persian Government it could’ ie’ ryjected. Lcontinued that te 
CTAt the aaa cervice would bo serious discouttesy to the Bronch Government grt 
that in the circumstances I could not believe that, if the Persian Govoenee t applied 
to any other Gov to lenil a Financial Adviser the request would be enterktined 
fora moment, No doubt the Pi nnient: would he able to engage a private 
person to fill the post, but he would obviously he far mor open to the objections 
Which were alleged against M. Bigot. I said that 1 was quite piling thet miy views 
shou i nual opinion, 


he capital could ever he 

to the Foreign Ministey 

hich the Government. could 

istration and finances of the count 
s He nt OOOL, would be required, and this coulil not ho raised in Persin, 
Cgaren if it could be found, tho’ anistrast of Persians for Gach other aul forth 
sipctiment would prevent ite heing subseribed, Porsia. must thersfove, Weck ge 
Tn ort getter Russia nor England, separately or jointly, would wive it: ant 
Prince would follow their example. “There remained only Gennary: ent tlat Power 
Speak speaggmoment able to find tho amount required.” ML. de. Hartwig: prupesed 
10 speak openl: ister of Finance on the subject of the National Bank, and 
the Fie aha {tility of trying to make the establishiment of it one of. the pate te 
{he Finaneial Adviser's contract. He had, however, no opportunity of doing so before 


th ultimo, when Sir A. Nieolson’s telegram No. 223, informs ig ine of they 
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in St. Bi gh of German overtures to find the req) 
reponts received in St, Petersburgh of Genin overtures to fad the requ 
Teiebol me. ML. de ln Mautinibe, to whom f communicated the substance of your 
overnment and reads 
mably on instructions 
M. dela 





















afendelssolin’s agent. I told his Excellency that (if any question of founding a 
National Bank with German capital should be entertained, he should bear in mind that 
the bank would not be national, but German,’ His Excelleney promised that he 
would do his best taet the contract accepted, 

On the Sth instant I informed both M. 
views of His Majesty's Government, as expressed in your telegram’ No. 286 of the 
4th November, to Sir A. Nicolson. Both Ministers expressed the heartiest econcturronce, 

nd the latter informed me that for some ti 













la Martiniére and M, Hartwig of the: 


















Melnt alle Ies fonctions ie Consiller Financier aupris da Gouvernement 
: si haute compétence pour Ycouvre fingnciére propre & rétablir 
ices du pays,” they should substitute : M. Bizot *‘ assistera de ses et ae 
Gouvernement Persin poiir Pétude des questions finaneidres et de In Basa ie Nal fale 
Tl pritent Ie concours dle sa haute compétence pour luyre propre a re ne is 
ances du pays.” | myself saw Naser-ul-Mulk the following day and T urged iis 
‘on gen ounds not to make unreasonable objections, which caused 
iny. It was quite clear to me that Naser-ul-Mulk’s attitude in the matter 
ny fear of the Assembly. He said that he was responsible for Its 
(to the Assembly the advantage of having a fore M of the mucl h- 
tor Tad introdueed the notion of uti the Bank Manager's 
» the Goverument on finwucia 1 fact had led the 
that the Government hind appl ‘rance for a Bank Manager 
lly. assist: the ment also; now he bat to admit that 
s Vin 1 Adviser, which the Assembly does not 
on instead of as Kounder and Director of the 
T said that it seemed to me that it did n¢ 
Assembly, but that in an 
y not understood the: salto oe iT ; 
drafted his request to the French Legation seunt nol 
ay hss not i et ae ound h ras De oa cu rome 
plied for w Binanelal Adviser, anil they could not now wish to ma 
tat place, Director of the by nk, anu ite his duties as Ry an Lees 
Daekygrounl, sney promise 10d whit he enuld to expedite th 
M, de la \ ugext i sat in found thal the eoneesdon 
(cinseetion of the words * National Bank” did not satisfy: 
the TE. Mas Wee HO ATE OROIEN GMB iL toennMieolo Wai Gorstin ont a 
furilicr modification, ie, in the first sentonce of the secoud dralt, to substitute + ot 
Uétablissement de la Banque Nation als : ie i In Meals 
artinidre wa luced to recommend thiv further concession, if, i i 
NAN aa ie Rain the news reeeived by M. Hartwig of the arrival of a 
esentative of Messe delssolin, of Berlin Both Mi iste e this as 0 
{imminent German inten anxious to see this ques 
ct settleil iL possibile befor 








Tassistera 
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Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 26.) 














t arises fs 





(No. 242.) 
ir, Tehran, November 7, 1901. 
WITH reference to my despatch No. 231 of the 10th ultimo, I have the honour to 
transmit to you herewith a full translation of the (ext of the Constitutional Law as 
passed by the National Assembly and signed by the Shah on the 8th October, 1907, 
The Law reduces the Sovercign to practical impotence, but by far its most 
important part is that, dofining the powers of the ‘Tribunals,’ Articles 71 and. tho 
succeeding Articles, although ambiguously worded, intentionally 0, will, it earried into 
execution, deal a deadly blow at the judicial powers of the Mollahs, "The Courts of 
Justico aro declared to be ‘tho centres to which all suits must be referred,” and they 
will apparently decide whether cases should be dealt with by the Civil or Hiclesiastical 
Juilges. ‘The Ecclesiastical Judges wll, it seems, be. compelled to try their eases i the 
Courts of Justice, not in informal ‘Tribunals’ held at their private toxidences. or 
elsewhere, as has been the custom hitherto, It remains to be seen whethor this 
sweeping change will in practice be accepted by the Mujtehids, Article 86, also 
ambiguously worded, seems to grant the right of appeal against all decisions of the 
Civil or Beclesiastieal Courts to a Court of Appeal, instituted in accordance with the 
Regulations of the Ministry of Justice, ie. of a civil power, If this interpretation be 
Sorreet, itis obvious that a most effective restraint will be placed on the powers of the 
Mollahs to give arbitrary and corrupt judyments, 
satis 28m is full of other important points, but many of these are so technical, 50 
intimately connected with the whole course of the reform movement, that they can 
hardly be appreciated without a special knowledge of the question, {will therefore 
content myself with drawing your attention to the following Articles: 


Article 2. Giving the Ulema the right of eonsure over all laws passed by the 

































require 
ase the 
would 











































































































































tre of Me Ste 










's abilities, and thinks that 



































M. Hartwig has a poor opinion of Haren Richtho spot (See discussions of May and June on this important and much-debated 
‘rrival will make the situation casicr; but Lam more inelined to the French Ct rr me 
AG ESEE TAR CUM eran ity tiarons Meliss eli inaeaoinetinte augsi Article 8. Granting equality before the civil lay, (See the interesting and 
intelligence and discretion, his self-confident bluster, backed by the argument o ingenious speeches of Taghizadch aud Imam Jumeh of Khoi on this question, which, 





ns; and make our task 





shiurp thianerer, is just what'is required to impress the 
more difficult 
Vor the reason that Thal the lionour to nope 


Purposcly raised by the lato Atabex, almost wrecked the Assembly last May.) 
Aiticle 11. Restraining the arbitrary choice of Iribunals hy suitors, 
Article 18, Inviolability of domicile. 










egram No of the 




















: pponent of Germany in a Article 18, Freedom of education, 
Srl November, vizy that he does not wish to appea opponent of Germany in a i y 
RAGA RGN GHIope IEIAUally iMate ane Acar aie now Article 20, Freedom of press, 

AG ily less promiiient part (‘se retire dans les eotlises”), and Teave the matter i Article 21. Riglits of association, 











Sn rtwig and m 4 little afraid that the suspicion of Russia 
ig so ai AUREL eatR TAU Rayon enGtion ben by the Russian Legation 
would botikely to defeat its own ends, but M. Hartwig will endeavour to exercise 
through the Minister for Foreign Affairs, who was but lately recalled 
zh to till his present post, aud with whom he is on very friendly 






the Articles 26 end 27. Definition of the powers of the realm “which spring from the 


people, 
Article 95. ‘The conception of sovereignty, 


a Article 39. The solemn oath of fidelity to the Constitution to be sworn by each new. 
overei 


Article 45. Responsibility of Ministers for Imperial Reseripts, 
Articles 71 to 80, Defining the powers of the ‘'ribunaly as indicated above, 
T have, &e, 
(Signed) CHARLES M. MARLING. 


— 





















T myself agteed to do my utmost to bring the matter to a satisinetory conclusion, 
and on the th instant spoke to the Minister for Foreign Affairs on the subject. 
Mushir-cd-Dowloh said he thought the e ntract would eventually be accepted in its 
Tatest form. He himself saw no need for mentioning the Bank at all. He had heard 
nothing whatever of any negotiations with German banks, and knew nothing of 
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Inclosure in No. 286. 


The Constitutional Laur, as passed by the National Assembly, and signed by the Shah on 
October 8, 1907. 


(franslation.) 
Preamble, 


fi 

DHE following are the Articles which, in order to complete the fundamental laws 
of the Constitution of Persia, have been ailded to the Constitutional Law signed by His 
Imperial Majesty the Inte Muzaffer-ed-Din Shah Kajar on the 14th of Zihaadé-ul-Haram, 
1824 (B0th December, 19006) — 


amo of God the Merciful, the Compassionate. 





General. 


Article 1, ‘The official religion of Persia is the branch of the ‘Twelve Imams of the 
Shia Sect of Islam, ‘The Sovereign of Persia must be of, and contribute tw the spread 
of, this religion, = 

Art. 2. ‘The National Assembly has been founded by the help of the ‘Twelfth Imam, 
the bounty of His Islamic Majesty, the watehfulness of the Mujtelieds and the common 
people, ‘The laws passed hy: it must never to all ages be contrary to the sacred 
precepts of Islam, and the laws Inid down by the Prophet. It is obvious that the 
decision ax to whether the laws passed by the Assembly are in opposition to the 
precepts of Islam rests with the Ulema, tis therefore officially decreed that for all 
‘ces a Committee composed of five persons, wlio. shall tcheds and religious 
doctors, and who also must be acquainted with the requirements of the times, shall be 
lected in the following manner: ‘The Ulema and doctors of Islam who are recognized 
by the Shias as the centre of imitation shall make known to the National Assembly the 
names of twenty of the Ulemn possessing the above-mentioned qualities, ‘The National 
Assembly shall, by agreement on casting of lots, elect five of them or more, according 
to the requirements of the age, and admit them as members, ‘This Committee shall 
sligcuss and thoroughly investigate the Bills brought in by the National Assembly, and 
Bills which is contrary to the sacred precepts of Islam, in 
come law. ‘Ye decision of this Committee is final, 
liable to change until the advent of the ‘Twelfth Imam, 
‘he Voundaries of the Kingdom of Persia, of its provinces, departments, 
muties, cannot be modified except by luv. 

Art. 4, ‘The eapital of Persia is Tehran, 

Att, 5, ‘The official colours of the Persian tag are green, white, and red, with the 
sign of the lion and the sun. 

Att, 6, The life and property of foreigners resident in Persia are secured and 
guranteed excopt in those cases in whieh the laws of the realm make exceptions, 

Art. 7. ‘The Constitution, in part or in entirety, is not liable to interruption. 

Ait H, ‘The people of Persin enjoy equality of rights before the civil Inw, 

Ant. 9, ‘Nhe lile, property, domicile, and honour ot every: individual is secured and 
guaranteed from every kind of injury, No one can be disturbed except by order of, anil 
in the manner defined by, the lavws of the land. 

Ant. 10 pt when tonnd in slagrante delicto committing, crimes, misilemeanours, 
or important off ‘an he immediately arrested except by a written order of 
the President of the Tribunal of Justice in accordance with law. Even then the offence 
of the accused must be made known to him at once, or at the latest within twenty= 
four hours, 

Art, 11. No one can be prevented from appearing betore the Court which should 
decide his case, and tw forced to refer the matter to another Court, 

Ait, 12, No punishment shall he decreed or executed exept by law. 

Art. 13. ‘he avelling-plice and house of every individual is inviolable, In no 
dwelling-place can toreible entry be made, except by order of, and in the manner defined 
by, law, 

GET tae No Pern eae taller prevented trom re 
forceil to reside in any place, except in eases defined by law. 

Art. 16. No owiier can be deprived of his land except by sanetion of the Sheri, and 
then even only after the fixing and payment of a just pri 
16,‘The sequestration of ihe estates or property of any one as a penal 
forbidden, exeept by order of tay. 


















































order that 
his Article will not he 



































































ing in any place, oF 
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Art. 17. It is forbidden to deprive land-owners or possessors of the estates or 
property in their possession, on no matter what ground, except by order of law. 
Art. 18. The study of teaching of arts, letters, and sciences are free, except in so 


far as they are forbidden by the Sheri. 

Art. 19. The foundation of schools at the expense of the State and the people, and 

compulsory education, must be in accordance with the Law of the Ministry of Education. 
All primary and secondary schools must be under the direction and surveillance of the 
Ministry of Education, 
Art, 20. All publications, except heretical works containing matter harmtil to the 
religion of Islam, are free, ‘and it is forbidden to make distinction between them, 
Whenever anything contrary to the Law of Publications is found in them, the publisher 
or author will be punished in accordance with that Law, If the author is well known 
and resident in Persia, the publisher, the printer, and the distributor shall be secured 
from any action being brought against them, 

Art, 21, Societies and Associations which do not provoke religious or civil strife are 
free throughout the realm; bnt their members must be unarmed and must obey the 
regulations which the Law on this subject shall Jay down. Meetings in the high roads 
‘or public squares must be held in accordance with the laws of the police, 

Art, 22, Postal communications are inviolable, and secured against seizure’ or 
opening, except in eases in which the law makes exception, 

Art, 23. ‘The publication or seizure of telegraphic communications without the 
permission of the author of the telegram is forbidden, except in cases in which the law 
makes exeep 


























Ant, 24 n_ subjects, can acquire Persian nationality. ‘The acquisition, 
preservation, nent of nationality will be in accordance with a separate lay. 
Art, 25, Permission is not required to bring actions against Government officials 








for offences connected with their duties, except in the ease of Ministers, in which the 


special laws enacted’in this resject must be observed, 





‘The Powers of the Realm, 


Art, 26, ‘The powers of the realm spring from the people, ‘The Constitutional Law 
defines the method of using those powers, 
Art. 27. ‘The powers of the realm are divided into three parts :— 


Firstly, | 








rovinee it is to make ani amend laws. ‘This 
ial Majesty the Shah, the National Assembly, and the 
Senate, Each one of these three sources possesses the right of originating laws ; but 
their passing is conditional to their not being contrary to the laws of the Sheri, and to 
the approval of the two Assemblies, and to their receiving the Imperial signature, But 
the making and approval of Jaws relating to the revenue and expenditure of the realm 
belong to the National Assembly alon 





























poner, which consists in the distinguishing of rights, This 
power belongs to the Sheri Tribunals in matters appertaining to the Sheri, and to tho 
Courts of Justice in matters appertaining to the civil law (‘*urt”), 

‘Vhicdly, the executive power, which rests with the Sovereign, ‘That is to say, the 
Laws and Decrees will be executed by the Ministers and Government officials in the 
ame of His Imperial Majesty in the manner defined by law, 








‘the three above-mentioned powers shall always be differentiated and 
separated from one another. 
Art, 29, The particular revenues of each province, department, and. comm 








Ie, 


stl be regulated by the Provincial and Departmental Assemblies in uccordance with 
1 





own particular laws, 





‘The Rights of the Members of the National Assembly. 


Art. 30. The Members of the National Assembly and the Senate represent the 
whole nation, not only the particular classes, provinces, departments, aud communes 
which have elected them, 
Art. 31. One person cannot at the 
Art. 32. As soon as 











e time be a Member of both Assemblie 
Member becomes a salaried Government servant he ¢ 





ses 
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to be a Member. He ean only become a Member again after resignation of his 
Government post and his re-election by the people, 

Art. 33, Ench of the two Assemblies has the right to inquire into and investigate 
all the affairs of the kingdom, 

Art. B4, The di ns of the Senate while the National Assembly is not sitting 
can have no effect. 


‘The Rights of the Crown. 


Art 35, ‘The sovereignty of Persia is a trust which, by the grace of God, has been 
conferred on the person of ue Sovereign by the people. 

Art 84, The limited Monarchy of Persia is vested in the person of His Imperial 
Majesty Muhammed Ali Shah Kajar and his deseendants from generation to 
eneration 
ice ar arte crapnt rises nithovareat #¢ tere woagmnre Cantor etilvatall 
tie the eldest son of the Sovereign, whose mother is a Persian by birth and a Princess. 
If the Sovercign has no male children, the eldest of his family in nearest relations 
Himself shall become Valiahd, If in this ease a male child is afterwards born 

the succession shail devolve on him by 

In the event of the death. of the Kin ahd can only govern in 
person wien he has reached tie age of 18. Ifhe has not attained that age, a Joint 
Committee of the National Assombly and the Senate shall elect a Regent to’ act for 
him until he reachos the age of 18. 

Art. 39, Nu Sovereign can ascend the throne unless, before his coronation, he 
appear Tofore the National Assembly, ani in the presence of the Members of ‘tho 
National Assembly aud the Senate and the Cabinet of Ministers swear the following 
ont 


TL take the Lord Most High to witness, and T swear by the Holy Word 

yd by all Ghat is sacred before God, that L will devote ell my ene 
independence of Persia, guarding and protec 
of the people, Twill be the guardian of the fundamenta 

‘I will rule in accordance with it and the: Iavss which ha 
will strive: zealously to. propagate the seet of the ‘Dwel is of the Shin religion, 
Deoming God Almighty n withess to my every act and de other object 
in viow save the greatness and happiness of the State and peopl . TL pray tor 
the gence of God to sorve th ress off Bersia, and Lask help in ay task of the pire 
‘howls of the saints of Is 


Art, 40, In like manner the person who has been elected to the Regeney cannot 
{ake charge of atfiirs unless he has sworn the above oath, 

Art. 1, On the oceasi sdoath of the Sovereign the National Assembly and 
the Senate must be convened, Me summoning of the two Assemblies cannot be delayed 
for more than ten days after the death of the Sovereign, 

Art. 42. 11 the period of membership of the Members of both or one of the 
Assemblies has cone to an end the life of the Sovereign, and at the moment of his 
death the now Members have not yet becn elected, the former Members must meet and 
Hold Session, 

Art, 43, ‘he Sovercign cannot, without the approval and sanetion of the National 
Assembly and the Senate, interfere in the affairs of another country. 

Art. 44. ‘The Sovereign is absolved from all responsibility. ‘The Ministers of State 
are responsible in all matters, 

Art. 49. All the Decrees and Reseripts of the Sovereign shall only be put into 
execution when they have been signed by the responsible Minister, who is responsible 
for the accuracy of ‘the contents of that Birman or Reseript. 

Ant. 46. Whe dismissal aul appointment of Ministers are by order of the Sovereign, 

Art 47, ‘Vhe conferring of commissions in the army and orders and honorary 
distinctions, with due observance of law, is vested in the person of the Sovereign, = 

Art.ds. The s ign has the right, with the approval of the responsible ) 
to choose the important officials of the Governme Is, 
abroad, except ineases exeepted by law, But the appointment of the other officials docs 
not concern the Sovereign, except in eases defined by law. 

Art. 4). The issuing of Firmans tor the execution of laws is one of the rights of the 
Sovercign, but te may not delay oF suspend the exeeution of those laws, 

Art, 50, ‘The supreme command of thie military and naval forces is vested in the 
‘person of the Sovereign, 
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Art, 51. The declaration of war and the conclusion of peace rests with the 
Sovereign. 

Art, 52, Treaties which, in accordance with Article 24 of the Constitutional Law of 
the 14th Zilaadeh, 1325 (20th December, 1906), must be kept secret, must on the 
removal of this necessity, and provided that the interests and security of the country 
demand it, be communicated by the Sovereign to the National Assembly and the Senate, 
with the necessary explanations, 

Art. 53, The secret clauses of any ‘Treaty cannot annul the public clauses of that 
‘Treaty. 

Ree oastig: Sovereign cam sutnsron the NaGonollAeromtly, aud te SSnala\(o/an 
extraordinary Session. - 

Art, 55, Coins shall be struck, according to lay, in the name of the Sovereign, 

Art. 66. The expenses of the Imperial household must be defined by lav, 

Art. 57. Mhe powers and prerogatives of the Sovereign are only such as have been 
defined by the existing constitutional laws, 


Concerning the Ministers, 


Art, 68, No one can become a Minister unless he is a Mussulinan, a Persian by 

birth, and a Persian subject. 
rt, 59, Princes of the first rank, that is to say, the son, brother, or uncle of the 
reigning Sovercign, are not eligible as Ministers, 

Art, 60, The Ministers are responsible to both Assemblies, ‘They must appear 
whenever they are summoned by either of the two Assemblies, In the allairs intrusted 
to them they must observe the limits of their responsibility, 

Art, G1, The Ministers, besides being severally responsible for the pariioular affairs 
of their own Ministry, are in matiers of general policy conjointly responsible to the two 
Assemblies, and are guarantors of each other's action 

‘The number of Ministers will, as required, be fixed by Jaw, 
‘he title of “Honorary Minister”” is entirely abolished, 

Art. GL. Ministers eannot make the verbal or written commands of the Sovereign a 
pretext for divesting themselves of their responsibility. 

Art, 65, The National Assembly or the Senate can accuse and put Ministers 
on trial, : 

Art, G6, ‘The responsibility of Ministers and the funetions assigned to them will be 
defined by lav, 

Art. 67. If the National Assembly or the Senate express dissatisfaction with the 
Cabinet of Ministers or with a single Minister, that Cabinet or that Minister must be 


Ministers cannot undertake any salaried employment other than their 
own ditie 

Art. 69, The National Assembly or the Senate shall proseoute Ministers for their 
offences before the High Court of Appeal. ‘The above-mentioned Court shall try the 
case in. plenary Session of all the members of its ordinary 'Uribunal, except when the 
accusations or claims are not legally connected with the Government Departments 
entrusted to the Minister but concern him personally. 

Note—Until the Court of Appeal has been constituted, a Committee, chosen iv 
equal numbers from the Members of the two Assemblivs, shall act instead of the Cour 
‘of Appeal. 

Art. 70, The decision as to the offence and the punishment of Ministers when 
accused by the National Assembly or the Senate, or when, in the alfairs of their 
Departments, accusations concerning them personally are made against them, will be 
in accordance with special law. 


The Powers of the Tribunals. 


Art. 71. he Supreme Court of Justice and the subsidiary Courts are the official 
eontres (o which all suits must be referred, and judgment in matters appertaining to the 
Sheri rests with the fully qualified Mujtelieds, 

Art, 72. Suits relating to political rights concern the Courts of Justice, excepting 

which are excepted by law, 

Att, 73. The choice of the Court of Justice in. cases appertaining to the civil Jaw 

jed by law, anil no person may on whatsoever plea institute a Court contrary to 
the decrees of law. 

Art 71. No Court of Law can possibly be iustituted exeept by law. 

fees BX 
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Art. 75, In the whole kingdom only one Court of Appeal for eases relating to 
the civil law will be instituted, and that will be in the capital. ‘This High Court of 
Appeal ill not try any case of the Gat. instance, excepting io estes relainz to 
Ministers, i 

Art, 76, The sittings of all ‘Tribunals shall be public, excepting in eases where such 
publi¢ trial would he prejudicial to order or decency, in which case the necessity will be 
announced by the Tribunal, 

‘Art, 77. lv cases of political and press offences, should it be desirable that the 
trial he secret, it must only he by the inaninious consent of all the members of the 
‘Tribunal, 

Art. 78, ‘The judgments delivered by the ‘Tribunals must efte the Articles of the 
Jaws by which the judgments are governed, and these must be read publicly. 

Art, 79. In cises of political and press offences the whole hody of the Judges shall 
be present. bis 

Art, 80, ‘The Presidents and the members of the Courts of Justice will be chosen 
nthe manner decreed by the Taw of the Ministry of Justice, and will be appointed 
hy virtue of a Royal * Firman” 

Art, 81, No Judge of the Courts of Justice may be suspended, either temporarily 
or permanently, without a trial and a proof of offence, unless he himself resigns. 

Art, 82, No Judge of the Courts} of Justice ean be transferred frum his post 
except by his own consent 

Art, $3, ‘The choice of Uie Public Prosecutor, with the approval of th Sheri 
Judge, rests with the Crown, 

Ant, 84, ‘The salaries of the staff of the Courts of Justice will be fixed by lav. 

Art. 86. The Presidents of the Courts of Justice may uot accept salaried Govers~ 
ment posts, but may only render such services gratis should they not be contrary 
to lay, 

Art, 86. In every provincial capital a Court of Appeal for judicial eases will he 
instituted in the manner by the Regulations of the Ministry of Justice. 

Art. 87, Military Tribunals will be instituted in the whole country according to a 
special lav, ‘ 

Art, 88, ‘The judgment of disputes relating to the limitations of Governm 
Departinenty art offices will, in accordance with the decrees of luvs, be referred to the 
High Court of Appeal 

Art. 89. ‘The Supreme Court of Justice and the subsidi 

ion decrees, general Regulations, the Ri 
Is when they are in aecoriianee with the law 


Regarding the Provincial Assemblies, 


Art. 0. Provincial Assemblies shall be established in all the provine ~ ot the 
Kingdom in accordance with special Regulations, aud the fundamental laws 0: these 
Assemblies will he as follows s— 

Art 91, ‘The members of the provincial Assemblies shall he elected direetly by the 
jeople in accordance with the lay of the Provineial Assemblies, 

Art. 2. the Provincial Assemblies have the power of complete supervision in 
atters concerning the public weal, with due observance of the laws which have been 
decreed 

Ant. 93, A statement of every kind of revenue and expenditure of the provinees 
and departments will be printed aid published hy the Provincial Assemblies 


Reyarding the Finances. 


Art 14, No taxes may he levied exeept by law. 

Arl.195, All exemptions from taxation will be decreed by la 

Art. 96, Phe incidence of taxation will be approved and defined every year by a 
Yote of the majority of the Merabers of the National Assembly. 

Art 97. ‘There will be no differentiation or favour among individuals regarding: 
taxation, 

Art. 98, Rebates and exemption from taxation will be detined by a special law. 

Art. 90, Except in cases specially defined by law, nothing shall be demanded from 
the people on any pretest whatever, exeepting in’ the name of State, provincial, 
‘or municipal taxation, 
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Art. 100, No salaries or gratuities will be paid out of the Government ‘Treasury, 
excepting those which are decreed by law, a 


Na 


}. he composition and Regulations for this State Department will be in 
accordance with law, 


Army, 


Art. 104. ‘The enrolling of troops will be fixed by law, ‘the duties and ri f 
the armis as well as promotion will be in accordance wiuh'inw, es and Hits of 
Art, 105, ‘The army vote must pass the National Assembly every year, 

a) Att; 208; No foreign troops will be allowed to serve the Government, and they 
will not be allowed either to reside in any part of the country, or to pass through or into 
the country, excepting in aecordance with law. 

Art 107. ‘The pay or rank or decoration of the soldiers or officers may not be 
Withdrayn excepting in accordance with lave, 
‘The Shah's Reseript: 
In the name of God the Most High, 


‘The completion of the Constitution has been seen, It is all 
_ ho com nti Tt is all correct, and we, our 
Royal self will, by the grace of God, he'the protector and supervisor of the whole gt 


Our children and descendants w grace of God 0 inciples 
ur ein: an ants will, by the grace of God, support these sacred prineiples 


20th Shaaban, Goui-il 1 At the Imperial Palace, Te 





(38674) No. 287, 
Mr. Marling to Sir Bdieurd Grey. — (Received. November 25,) 


Confidential.) 
- Tehran, November 7, 1907. 
FROM a conversation which I liad yesterday eyoningg with Nase-uleMellg it eld 
pear dhat thy movement for the deposition of the. Shih, whieh. perhaps. by 
public too quickly to be called a conspitiey, presented mel 1 
than would appear fron the account given in the monthly summary, 
Sel Mulk said that the Shah was possessed with hut one iden, vizw to. he rid 
edits that he was using tho prestige of his name in the provinces and such 
le could scrape togetlicr in Tehri to foment disorders and to. promote 
A the Assembly. ‘There was wndeniable proof of this in the posstesion of 
nil whit made the situation so much more dangerous was that, dhe 
fs aunquestionably being supported. by Russian agents, His Excellency: cited, 
4p proof positive that the Russians are taking sides in the present situation tiny when, 
lays ago, in anticipation of trouble at night, the Government sent_an order te 
the Russian Colowel of the Cossack Irie to. seul 200 inen ta the police barracks 
acar the bazaar, to Linkhotl refuse! to obey, 
NasrouleMilke sent for him, aud after some « ededl in extracting fh i 
an aol that he did so on the ee uate ie een 
cellency went on to say that he was prot that the SI 
gartng mens: ron the Hassin Dank ih SMES 
nt lomans thence within the last teu days. Possibly he was selling 4 
i, or perhaps the all quantity gold ill renetutigg he ie Reesor 
The danger of the situation, lie said, didn ‘ 
the certain knowledge whiel the people’ had just. acquired 


i ame 
on serious foatures: 


, thong 
of them tad been. the 








V2 


i fr y; the real danger lay in 
immediate cause of the recent outburst axainst His Majesty: the ral dauger ls i 
Aer alitep baleinasscsmeuii Saal Mh aet—and He was eanyinced that it 
aa al faet—at the Shah was. receiving, Tussian support. Tt was ee oe 
yen mow, and if the people thought there was truth in tt the Shah would be 
ng his country, and his life would be in danger. ee 
of cour, dificult to sonnd Persians as to the accuracy of Nu 
views, but, from the expressions used in the press and in the pulpit, I hel 
issubstintially accurate, ' oat et eatin 
Tafortunately Russia is giving the Shali money, though co 
Fun Alaalg ouagtamie A deraseyie nue a fas dav ag that he boli 
fel 5 fomnans on the security of the Shab's jewels had not ve 
SNE TTA eeHLUTRe oaEaRe wnimportant and hardly worth 
Fe ae eta ial aa tastcig mas: Be bo eeitaeaatS advance tT 
asking about, ‘Theny again, M: dle ; advan 
i 2,000, to 2000001 within the J nally 
Majesty frown 12,0002, to 200000. ays all norninally 10 reo 
sities. Whether there isanything in the stories o 
STR GOAT TE IeaUbioe er vor avacons, and the fro 
state of the 1 ch a Persian gent hed to me ax quite pathetic, 
FATES CuBOR Re SR celtaeret ecspety ak NS SM OS Nea 
USAT GenelseRUh tes Bulae AACUCINTE Nee arenas ut 
Whichever story is crnect think there i Kile dab tha a lange part of any funds 
obtained by the Shak: from Russian sources would he used for purposes of intrigue, to 
promate disorders all over Porsia, and to discredit the Medjliss, 
From what M. de Hartwig’ told me the oth 
the 21s October) to the elfect that Russia was ple 
e can be Tittle room to doubt thit he hia 
Me reaylt tnuist be dint di 


Ale dlvienoudiletiven tne etanr ott Sto es 
“insy of course ho right, for the Pa Hs foner of word 
jaan na ae 
van) ea (yl at at of Nh rong ony cn th 

can be kept a seeot 
vel) CHARLES M. MARLANG, 








(38675) Maes 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 

Ki a Tehran, November 7.2007 
© AN Sir A, Nicolson’s telegram to the Boreign Office No. 281 of the Ath justant, 
SeiGN Maven eupt ata peat to ngs T note that the Acting Miniter for 
Fovsig Ati in ialiasting the, posible intention of the Russian Goverment to 
wot nai 0 th Konto the slutiry. eek whic ie enna 
ben pou by the prene of Uo Comet” As sou ae ana, the Comet" 

i HON to noua HNN es of Ana al ter very ie say wa 
‘obliged, by: the mall-pox on board, {0 return to Mobsinmerab, whence, 
Ait the terininutio ueyshe is, [hslieve, to return to Bagdad. Mforsover, 
as 1 ha the Hionour to 1 my telegram No, 4th ultimo, Captain 
1 Ist ultimo, had exemplary punishment inflicted on the 
f sand the local effvet of their flogging and expulsion was, as 
Captain Lorin orted, excellent. (1 should to add here that the presioe 
credit is, in my opinion, due to Captain manne! which, by his 
energy and authority, he broug It and most 
unsatisls Tntsiness).. 


have had but little effect on the tribesmen of Batwand, and he 
comment here beyond a little casual inquisitiveness, 

In these circumstances, the Acting Minister for Foret 
been misinformed, or it would appear as if, by the ari 
endeavouring to justify in our eyes the 
which he was speakin; 


T presence excited no 


ign Affairs must have either 
gument of tu quoque! he was 
atch of Russian troops to the frontier, of 


T have, &e, 
(Signed) CHARLES M. MARLING, 





(38676) 


Tehran, November 7, 1901. 
You, in his despateh No, 211 
mich’s neconnts with the Bakhtiari Khas 
Vice-Consul for Arabistan for official 
icted to use every effort to obtain 
‘as authorized to point out to. the 
we of the friendly relations which 
Legation and the Chiefs could not, but 
n meeting these and otlier obligations contracted by 
iesty the King, 
nsmiit {0 you— 

Haig ghy of a Celegram addressed to the Legation by the two lending Chiety 
complaining of Captain Lorimer’s attitude in regard to” these elaine mal oie, 
matters, 

2. OF my reply to that message, 

3. Of my reply to w note from the Persian Go 


emment euvering « telegram to 
them from the Khans’ al 


leging, improper conduet on the part of the employés of the 


Oil Syndicate in the matter of the water supply at Batwand 


A perusal of these documents will, T venture to, think, eonvines you, Sir, of the 
persistent determination of the Khans’ to 


Yade their obligations and responsibil 


ng the uncompromising attitude I felt it 
charge of those obligations, 

T have, &e, 
(Signed) sS M. MARTING, 


and will, L trust, be considered as amply just 
y duty to adopt in reyard to the propor ¢ 


Inelosure 1 in No. 289, 


Sansamees-Saltanch and Shahab-es-Saltaneh to Mr. Marling. 


(Telegraphic) October 4, 1907. 

AON ALN LORIMER is making unprecedented dificultios with ua ‘Phe two 
ridges on the road used ta be painted every two or three yenr by the engineers of 
the Company for $00 tomans, He now claims 1,500 tomans_ du this account oence he 
confesses himself that it has been done without our jiermission, We hat rranged 
Pill: Mr. Preece that, should the Company undertake te work without one permission, 
the expenses should nt exceed 350 tomans, He says the work has been dn see years 
ago anil the money is to be paid, 


aoe bbary as been committed on the road, and, although he knows that the 
tapers are Kubik of Fars, he is claiming compensation fram un, "We ater oe 
ahoned by the Persian Government to have recoutse 10 reprisal, and the Kahin oot 
not under our jurisdiction, 

By the suggestion of your Excellency an arrangement ng has been made 
that a sum of 3001, should ie paid for the supetintending officer af the guards of the 
There ote Bayment is now refuel. ‘These proceedings are intdienble’. tte 
therefore request the affairs of the Bakh 


aris to be referred to the Ispahan Consul, to 
whom we may be recommended and thus gratified, 


——— 
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Tnelosure 2 in No. 289. 
Mr. Marling to the Sanisam-es-Snllaneh and the Shahab-es-Saltaneh. 


(Telegraphic, 
ateeWaortateeata) Tehran, October 8, 1907. 

U HAVE real with surprise your Excellencies’ telegram of the 1th October, the 
more so as his Wxcellency the British Minister informed you in his letter of the 
Sth June last that Captain Lorimer’s actions enjoy the full support and approval of this 
Legation, 

TYAS fogaris the Companys charges for painting the bridges and for the expenses of 
their engineer, these accounts haye been carefully considered by this Legation an by 
the British Government ; they were found correct, and they include no expenses beyond 
those actually incurred. | Captain Lorimer was accordingly instructed to present them, 
‘his claim is therefore just, and in accordance with Article + of the Agreement of the 
rd March, 1808, and I'am confident that your Excellencies, in your spirit of justice, 
will not allow the Company to lose on aecount of the work they have done, Let it also 
be noted that no interest hias been charged on the account for 1904, 

i regard to robberies committed on the road, whether by Kubgilu or others, 
Captain Lorimer is perfectly justified in placing: the responsibility with your Excellencies, 
for when the Imperial Persian Government granted the Concession for the Ahwaz! 
Iapahan road on the 2rd April, 1897, it was stipulated in Article 6 that 


“the Imperial Persian Government grants to the concessionvaires the riglt of 
protecting the whole Fond and all enravanserais, and the concessionaires engage (o hold 
themselves responsible for the safety of all caravans and all in connection therewith, 
either as rexards cash, animals, merchandize, oF persons over all patts of the road 

{The concessionnaires will have the right of pursuing thieves, and of recovering 
fools or animals plundered by them, wherever aud whenever such robhories may oecur 
in any part of the road.” 


From this it will be seen that no hindrance is placed by the Imperial Government 
in the ing thieves, 

i ently pelled to make serious complaints respecting 

js manner in which the employés of the Oil Syndicate are guarded, im spite 
of written iundertakings, and until satisfaction is given in this respect T cannot recommend 
to the Syndicate the payment of an, extra 5001 a-year as suggested, 

1 regret to. see no mention in your Excellencies’ telegram. ot punishment bet 
{ullieted on the persons who assaulted Mr. Harris, nor of what steps your Excell 
prowose to lake in order to provent the recurrence of incidents like these, which are 
to disturb the good relations between the Legation and the Bakhtiar! Khans, 

The Persinn Government have forwarded to me a copy of your Excellencies? 
{elexrain complaining that people were prevented taking water at Batwand by the Oil 
Synulicate's men It is clear that false or misleading information has heen, given to 
Your Excellencies on this subject, as the accusations are Known to be 

In conclusion, | request your Hxcellencies to. continue amicable negotiations with 
Captain Lorimer, who acts with the authority of this Legation, and to treat hin ae belits 
the Repre ve of the British Government. 


—<— 


Saltaneh, 


Your Highness, Tehran, October 9, 1907. 

VT HAVE received « note from your predecessor, dated the Ist October, eommun 
cating to men telegram received from the Samsan altaneh and the Shahab-es-Saltaneh. 
‘on the subject of the employes of the D'Arey Oil Syndicate. 

1 regret to inform: your Highness that 1 consider both the note of your predecessor 
and the telegram of the Khans as unsatisfactory, ‘Where is no mention in either of the 
punishment of the authors of the attack o1 Mr. Harris, nor of the satisfretion to be 
given to the sufferers. Moreover, the Khans make no allusion to the inite measures 
which must he teken to prevent the recurrence of these outrages and to insure the safety 
of the employes of the Syndicate in the future, 
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T need not recapitulate the correspondence which hias already passed between this 
Legation and the Persian Government on both these subjects, Your Highness is avare 
of the Legation’s views in this respect, which are unmodified. 

T must again urge your Hishness wot to allow these assaults to be committed with 
impunity, and to see that the necessary measures are taken both with regard to the past 
and to the future. 

Vhave, on my part, 


arefully 
froma 


ibes. | must, 
ight by the Klians against 
d visitors at Butwand from 
xettings water as obviously unfounded, inasmuch as the only foree by which such na 
bstruction eould be elfected consists of the guard supposed to be furnistiod by the Khune 
themselves, 


(Signed) CHARLES M, MARLING, 
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Mr Marling to Sir Edvard Grey.—(Received November 25,) 


(No. 246.) 
Sir, ‘Tehran, November 7, 1907. 
TIRANSMIT to you herewith a despateh feom His Majesty's Viee-Gorsnt at 
inte reporting the result of hhis recent interviews with the Bakhtiari Khare ot 
Shalanzar, 

Caplain Lorimer's report ontitely bears out the conception I had formed of the 
Kans’ attitude, to which T have alrendy had the honout of drawing your alien ton ge 
toy despatch No. 245 of even date, You will observe that Captain Lorimer ates ae 

ice oF & tendency on the part of the Khans to emancipate themselves from the 
quihority of the Central Government, in effect, at least, if not.in name, Theale (ro 
dictates of the ‘Tehran Government have been treated by the Chiele with an exaggerated 
to rie pecitcruess their invariable acquiescence in the appointments made nt the oupital 
to the positions of Iikhani and Mbeggi, Tt has, howerer, in the past apparently, beet) 
consiilered for the Legation to invoke the aid of the Central Government in 
Gnler to bring pressure to bear on the Khans,. ‘The end in view was, Take fe te oie 
concen aaaercrence, to Persian sovereignty over Bakbtiaristan, ‘and, by a’ poltey of 
letveney and conciliation, to gain tho confidence and xoodwill of the Khare liner teen 
and so to render unnecessary any reference to the ‘Tehran. Ci croment of affairs wy 
solely concerned the former, Such a course may have been possible tn the 
Bakhtiori Ruler like the Inte Isfondicr Khan, but there seems lite doubt. the 
dleath there has been @ sensible demoralization among the 
ani that rapacity and avarice are the most salient qualities nf his suecossoes in ate 
ws, however, of the experience: gained. in past, and in the present, attempts 
ns a. fulfilment of Ulett obligations, L venture to think, that. tie 
fine dia ame vlien no reliance ean any. loner be placed! on the ju faith er intentions 
of the Khans, and when res-rt becomes n to some other means of bringing home 
to them a proper: sense of their responsibilities, 

If the Chiefs achieve their object of casting loose from the central authority, a 
contingency which, if not very probable, must yet. be reckoned with, hey would almost, 
certainly seize the opportunity of reptdiating their contractual obligations, with aie 
hes, pamasing results to British trade and enterprise in South-West Parsia,Roreg wit 
feat eeiggven if it be not alrendy, the only argument to which they would bend cant 
foe! Confident that the use of such an argument is entirely contraty to the ever, 
policy of His Majesty's Government, 

Tnave accordingly been considering tlie advisability of bringing pressure to bear 
ron Tehran by calling the attention of the Persian Government to tleir anderiady igs 
in this respect recorded in Mr. C. Hardinge’s despatch No. 34 of the aan Kobrunry, 
1 


HANS; to which Sir C. Spring-Rice referred in his despatch No, 149 of the lot July 
last, 


since his 
people over whom ho ruled, 


Fefore, however, committing myself to this course I telegraphed to Captai 
torimer inquiring if he still held to its advisability, und whether, th view often 
fucnt events, he saw any chance of inducing the’ Khats to pay without having recat cc 
weiter td Roped to lie in possession of nis roply, lelore addressing sou ce ane 
ublect.; but it las not yeu reached mo, and T hesitate to make any specticrerrne ages 


ans until Lam in possession of his views. 1 will not fall to inform you of thom ctits 
earliest opportunity, 
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ii ud arrears due for construction, 
‘The Khans_ pr to pay up the instalment an alos, 
ate ARE LS? ea ee et 
ites Te pudene lepamaeet nate gaoed Pca ne a DS at 
Lynch will demand the equivalent of the cost of remittance from Tspahi oh 
FT aacnah ane aeeording to the account. which T presented to the Khans i 
aed i t robbery of a caravan of Lynch's 
“They refuse to pay compensation for a recent robbery yack! 
ae Aeicah ‘nthe terior attributed to Kuhgalu ne ca co ae aS 
Pe oT ISIS Government to nuke ovr to them ae 
fhip of Bohbaban, ‘This they etd Seay Oe es eee 
withdrew from it, an 5 m T 
iat ie chat che Babies Kiana have fetions attached to them in te Kubgala, 
SHG ilier daca teratoen Guieee meuuelfer neyiee their fetons in main 
Gara i interests. In the present case T have reason to belie 
NANG alep: pohiril iets nein estar ta alec terourenb ta GALT 
hal 
it ove thi 
territory, though f eannot prove 
ox er I have refused all as F part ; 
salar aq igang ig laa wl -sies ecsoyton sta See 


here towday, aud I leave to-morrow, eas oat eet 


























Asitaneo on oot art antl this compen 
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Shatamaar, September 29, 1907. 





Inclosure 3 in No, 290. 
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Bru of Claims for repai 









on. 








| ane i 
| Pais into bh 


10s, 
10h 
Decom 





forwanl 








Aawsiony ty 1006 54) Trough fart e a8 


Gd days, ab’ por evn 
Morel, 1007-5 Uitersst (or 2 genre and G2 days, at 6 p 





ace 
ae a ten sce 
ili RATS a 
1011, Nopuirs, 22 May to Mth (tobe 





time, hence no 
SRR ies 
CS eigen 
Re er ae hen 











otal, re Bs * | 





K hans, September 27, 1907, . 
‘The ullove bill presented to the Khans, Sept meet, TORE 





Shalamsar, September 29, 1907. 
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Inclosure 5 in No, 290, 


Bakhtiari Khans to Vice-Consul Li 


sorimer. 


(Translation.) 
(Bxtract.) 25 Shaban, 1825, 

WE must make the folloming observations for your information = 
With rogard to this year's instalment of the Bakhtiari road expenses, which are 
to be paid to Messrs Lynch’Brothers, As a matter of comanienes ot request that the 
Current year’s instalment be paid at Ispahan, and in future at Necos 
Hes robbed at Qala’ Madrassah, the robbery on this road 
The fact is clear to every one, ‘and we have often cone 
Plained to the Persian authorities requesting that vo sigutt se allowed to satisfy 
farscives by reprisal. Up to, the present. we have. paid’ 80,000 fonant compensation 
{oy Mobberies committed on the road in question while the robbers ane Known, We will 
the BAY anty more till we are allowed to punish the Kulgalus, whe ace encouraged by 



















ing of the bridges. When Mr, Preceo was here hie 
1 dod it the bridge sliould he painted once in tivo, oF three wenn a 

Now you inform us that last time it cost 1,500 tomans, 
200 or 300 tomans as has been arranged, but not a farthing 





No, 291, 
Mr. Marling to Sir Haward Cirey.—(Received November 2%.) 


Tehran, November 8, 1907. 
itement is generally keener, 





seems more th 

promise better things, 
In the provinees the situation seems to be dai 

Prospect jlns, Ween wo mennciig thal His Majesty's “Consul lice woos obliged to 

is rife ak ako MteFeaxe of ‘his guard, Tn Tepahan and tho disricle aro fee n 

i rife, and the local authorities are so feeble that they eamear eat not, provide 

escorts for two parties of Tndo-Lu 

been detained 








growing worse, In Shiray the 



















punity hy 
has been 









Government is quite powerless to deal with the situatio 
money and no force at its disposal, and, for Lh 
authorities remain inoperative, 
intrigues of the Shah, 

‘Tehran itself in the Inst few days of the month has heen deeply disturbed by a 
strong movement to depose the Shah, 

nite in Vetober a new Cabinet came into offic, for the formation of which the 
Mianbly is solely responsible. Tt contains on the’ whole the wnee capable set of 
Ministers who have held office sines the beginning of the econtaut zine a year 
‘ago. and great hopes are reposed in i contact with’ two. 
of its members, the Prime Minis Aflnins, but T inust: 
confess that, althoug! t appreciation of the 
situation with all mer, strike me as 


to deal with the critical situation of 




























it speeches in the ( 
contidence of that body, but never 
Admi 





nher prove that the Cabinet possesses the complete 
theless the weakness which characterized the lace. 
istration ix as marked as ever, Even Naser-ul-Mulk, the Prime Minister, is 
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‘ling to accept the most trifling responsibility unless. he is assured that his action 
Se ee ‘of the Assembly. The Minister for Foreign Affairs is scarcely eh 
and the transaction of, business, even in quite uhimportant matters, is exceedingly 
slow, Executive authority is ava very low ebb; but though it would be eas Sone 
expedite the alluis of the Legation by: dealing direct, with the President and more 
jifuential members of the Assembly, £ have been reluctant to do so for fear of 
vG it still further, 

ME eeealy foreign relations, the complexion of the present Government should be 
strongly German, inasinuch as. two members of the Cabinet, Suni-ed-Dowleh and 
Mulkhber-es-Sultaneh, have decidedly: Gomme tendencies, nile Ehtesham. 

ent of Assembly, ‘at present the most powerful perso 
eae aes ee proclivities Mushir-ed-Dowleh, ho has been 
St, Petersburgh for some years, is likely to be easily influenced by M. de 

Hartwig, while Naser-u-Mlulk looks to Great Britain for advice and support, Tt ts 
generally believed that Assef-ed-Dowleh will not long hold the portfolio of the 3 
of the Interior, ri : ee 

Tis hard to believe that ina situation where courage and firmuess are above al 
things youuhite much will be achieved byw Cabinet: presided over by Naser-ul-Mulk, 
hose timidity and indecision are proverbial 

yn tee jobleme appear to me to confront dhe Goverment, namely, low to 
counteract the Shal's intrigues, to find a financial remedy, and, lastly, the frontier 
SL rai beaio (d vital, and its solution, if Naser-al-Mulk's views 

which I propose to wive in another despnteh—are correct, would seem to depend, in 
the Inst resort, on the question whether or no Russia intends to support the Shah against 
the Assembly to the very end, ‘Che language arid action of her local agents indicate the 

of tat she will do so, aud if that should prove to be the ease the Cabinet is likely 
to find itself face to face with a erisis with which itis hardly strong enough to deal, 

‘As regards the financial question, a loan seems inevitable. ‘The ‘Treasury is empty, 

it ‘: kind of public force the restoration of order and security 

Aas optimistically of ising. the ywcrent army and 

organizing military gendarmerie on wmodest scale, I vould probably be the bes 

fab Aaiachannitay °s, for Lam assured that if the Government were able to give a 
ingle sharp lesson to the foreos of disorder in any town the rest of Persia would take it 
to hivart,‘Thore seenis to be no material with which to officer stich a force, and abore 
Ml thore is no money, Naser-uleMulk recognizes that without Great Britain and Ru 
nothing ean be done, and seems to hope that the two Powers will come to the assistance 
finnucially, Chive suggested to him that he sliould await M. Bizot’s arrival to give him 

vice before taking any step. ar 
eT tine Hiuealimn eutses the Coverument the greatest preoeeupation, ‘They are 
fully alive to the dangers which attend it, hut they also recognize that the question. can 

ye Inid to rest with external assistance, and are determined to ayoid unnecessary 
risks. 
Thave, & 


ned) CHARLES M. MARLIN 
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Mr. Marling to Sir Ediard Grey.—(Received November 25.) 
Aen Tehran, November 8, 1907. 
LHAYE the honour to {transmit herenith the Monthly Summary of events and 
the Summinry of Proceedings of the National Assembly during the last four weeks. 
ib T have, &e. 
(Signed) CHARLES M. MARLING, 


Inclosure 1 in No. 


Monthly Summary of Events in Persia. 


Tehran, 


A NEW Cabinet was formed on the 26th October by the National Assembly aud 
approved by the Shah. ‘The members of the new Cabinet are as follows :— 


Minister of Finance and President...‘ Naser-ul-Mulk, G.C.M.G. 
nister of the Interior + 4, Assef-ed-Dowleh, 
Including posts, telegraphs, municipality, police, &c.) 
ter of Foreign Affairs», .,-- Mushir-ed-Dowleh, G.0,M.G, 
i on Mukhber-cs-Sultanch, 
eae Mustaufi-ul-Mamalek, 
Minister of Education 3) 1) Sani-ed-Dowleh, 
(Incliding public works, mines, roads, forests, fe) 
Minister of Commerce and Customs | ., " MotamineuleMull 


Assef-ed-Dowleh, the Minister of the Interior, was Governor-General of Khorasan. 
until the spring of 1907. He was dismissed at the instance of the National Assembly, 


The latter was President 
of the National Assembly until the beginning of September, 


All the members of the Cabinet, with the exception of the Minister of the Interior, 
are highly educated Persians of the modern school, cach knowing one or two European 
languages. 

2. At the end of October the wellknown preacher, Seyed Jemal, caused some 
sensation by delivering inflammatory sermons atthe mosques directed principally against 
the Shah, and to the elfect that England and Russia were about to divide the count 
between them. ‘The Shaly he described as entirely indifferent to the real welfare of the 
country, and he urged the people to. sell their liberty dearly. He further extolled the 
murderer of the Atabek, who, he said, had gone straight to heaven, Another wellsknown 
preacher thereupon preached in the opposite sense, aud considerable excitement ensued, 
Which was quelled with some difficulty. ‘he whole movement was attributed to. th 
Shah’s intrigues, anda young man of good family, addressing a large gathering at one 
of the mosques, openly declared that the Shah was responsible for all the trouble, and 
shiould be deposed, ‘The idea of deposing the Shah was soon after seriously diseased 
by the local Committees, and some of them sent a delegate to. sound the Zilees. Sultan 
as to his policy, with a view to his being placed on the throne, The Zil stated to a 
niember of His Majesty's Legation that he was very guarded in his answers, but that at 
the urgent demand of his visitor he wrote and sealed a statement ina Koran to the effect 
that his principles were constitutional, that lie was @ Freemason, and was consequently 
debarred from joining any other Society, but that he would lay down his life for “ equality, 
fraternity, anil liberty.” 

3. The ‘Tehran * Habl-ul-Matin” was suppressed by the National Assembly for 
having published an article advocating treedom of religion, It has sineo been permitted 
to appear, and has resumed its campaign against the Anglo-Russian Agreement, he 
tone of this paper is more anti-foreign than exer. 

warkable incident oceurred on the ni W)th October at one of the 
ques, where many thousand men and women were at prayer. Some 
unknown Seyeds ereated » panic, fring revolvers aud striking each other with si 
During the stampede, whieh eaused a number of casualties, they succeeded in secur 
a considerable amount of loot. ‘This incident was also attributed to, the Shah's agents, 
Highness Amir Azam has proceeded to Resht ax Governor-General of 
lan. Nizami-es-Sultaneh has left Shiraz without instiuctious, and ison his way. to. 
‘Tehran, leaving the Provinee of Fars to look alter itself, A successor has not yet been 
finally decided upon, Ala-ed-Dowleh is being urged to go, but insists that the Kayain- 


aA 
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ind his sons, as well as several other disquieting elements, should be prevented 
eee in the affairs of the pros ince. The Governor ote Reruaas been 
recalled, but no successor has yet been appointed. Vesir Maktbsous is a candidate 

. he German Commercial Attaché at Constantinople, Kurt Jung, is ab 
make a very extended tour in Persia, Iis proposed itinerary is Askabad, Shira, 
Meshed, Turbat-i-Hayderi, Kain, Birjand, Jezd, Kerman, Bam, Bunder Ab is, anit 
other ports of the Persian Gulf. ‘The German Minister has told him that, in view of 
the disturbed state of the country, he had better come to ‘Tehran and discuss the 
possibilities of the tour. rye ii 
see Ne Gea tinier tat heen summoned to Berlin, His Majesty’s Chargé 
dl Affaires has heard fiom a seeret source that he will be appointed Under-Secretary for 
Foreign Affairs, Baron Richthofen will return ax Chargé d' Affaires, : 

8. ‘The Chiof Manager of tho Imperial Bank states that the son of an important 
Member of the Assembly informed tim, in the middle of October, that a group of 
Members meant to make a determined attack on the Bank by sending out advices 
to present notes in the provinces, and organizinge x similar conspiracy in Tehran. 
Mr, Rabino believes that this is merely an attempt at blackwail, and, indeed, money 
was mentioned. He, however, answered that on no consideration would the Bauk sive 
‘asingle toman to prevent such an attempt, but that if a hostile movement wore made 
he would know how to deal with ie 

9, His Majesty's Legation hs learnt from a secret source that the Persian 
Representative aU St. Petersburgh has tolographed to the \ ign Affairs 
that the Russian press is publishing articles. regarding; the visit of General Preneh 
the Russian eapital, in connection with a scheme supposed to be in contemplation for a 
combined Anglo-Russian military advance into or through Persia, He stated that he 
had made representations to the Russian Fore ign Office on the subject, but had 
toll that the matter was of no importance, and asked for insteuctions. Tie Foreign 
Minister, in reply, telographed that the matter was indeed important, and mast. be 
onivinlly denied, j 3 : 

10, he Malek-at-tujar, who had heen for several months in refuge av the Russi 
Legation, hay at last heen handed over to the Persian authorities, ‘The British elaims 
‘on hin are now agaiy being pressed, 

V1. ‘he ginve of Abbas Agha, the murderer of the Atabek, was defiled by an 
unknown person, who loft a statement in writing to the ellect that ie was am 

12, ‘The ‘Pehran * Hablul-Matin” hay published an article 
General French's visit Petersburgh, ani has reproduced some 
seared oe aubjed avin 1 an article on th 
St. Petersburgh 
will aun ‘Anglo of some part of Persia, The * Hab) 
Matin’ is violently antistoreign in. its issue th, and Sth November, and 
calls. upon te people to vaye a “jehad™ against the foreigners who are about to divide 
Persin between them, ‘The paper is widely read, and if these articles continue th 
eanmot fail Lo be an unfortinate result, 

(Signed) G. b, CHURCHILL, 


Acting Oriental Seoretary, 


Tabrees, 


1. The district of Khoi continues disturbed, the Commission seat there haying 
Al to settle the dispute, Ekbal-es-Sultanch is blocking the roads, inelulinse thet 
nile, with the result that trade, ineliding English trad, is suffering. 
. ‘the forty-three eases of Rassian eartridges were admitted on receipt of an order 
from the Shah countersizned by the Assembly, 5 
‘He Goveruor appears to he giving the revolutionaries a free hand, being afraid 
of mectivg the samo fate ag tho Atabek. dustice is administered, even in eases of 
murder, by the local Assembly, 
4. A murderer took refuge in the British Consulate-Ceneral, but Mr. Stevens fad 
him turned out. He was arrested by the revolutionaries, who hand 
relatives of the murdered man, The latter brutally murdered. him < 
8, Chotera being reported at Baku, quarantine was established at Julfa, Shahtakhti, 
and Khodanforin, doctors having been sent trom Tabre 
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Resht, 


na Zit Akrem has been dismissed from the Governorship of Ghilan, and Amir 
Asam his been appointed in his place. ‘The latter arrived on the Sid Octehor wot 
repeated the expressions of friendship towards Great Britain which he had already used 
jeroncersation with a member of His Majesty's Legation before leaving etme See 
pis arrival he has taken energetic steps to put an end to disturbances which are wow nee 
frequent than before, 
2. Between the 27 
cholera at Astara, 


athens Russian Government intends to appoint Consuls at Enzcli, Andebil, Shiraz, 
and other places in Persia, 


th September and the 11th October there were two cascs of 


Meshed, 


I ofan tsian Consul-General is reported! to have received 100 rifles and 60,000 
rounds of ammunition, 

iz, Lhe present Meshed Assembly, being irregularly constituted, hes been given 
Hears by the National Assembly in which to dissolve’ and arrange for new sloctines 
ug.members are unwilling to yield their nowly gained power, und ash to cloee Ger 
Assembly (rom the existing one, ‘To this the Meslied volunteers objeat, 

Pacts and Tabbas continue disturbed. At‘Tabbas the Hereditary Goveror 
Emad-ul-Mulk has been reappointed Governor, 

teats, Kuchan Assembly has fixed the revenue Kuchan is prepared to pay, and 

it with force any attempt to exact more. 

Te upper classes in Meshed, to judge trom their remarks on the Anglo-Russian 
Ayeartent- appear to be in favour of the occupation of Persia either by tha ean 
or by the British, preferably the latter: 

He Rg persian Government hus onlered the establishment of a cholera quarantine 
on the Khiorassa an frontier. It has been secretly suggested that it should be 
intrusted to the Ru 

Ispahan, 


1, Caravans continue to be robbed on the Ispahan=Yezd and Tepahan-Shitaz ronds, 
Make ialidhast a party of over 100 robhers made off with cighty:four mieten ol 
donkeys loaded with piece goods, opium, &e, 


Seistan, 


1, ils Majesty's Consul reports that during bis summer tour in the Kuinat he 
{leryuliere inet with the friendliest reception, and hie is of opinion that suoh torn help 
to increase British prestige, 

dai heiain Kelly, UMS, left Seistan_ on the 133th, September, ‘The work of hw 
Hosnital had been snuch appreciated hy all classes, incluling ‘the ptteste Only a 
Hospital assistant now remains in charge, and Major Kennion greatly négrets the ted, 
Birjagg!™ Tumoured: that a new telograph office is to be. setup: by the, Tesh cy at 
Birjand, 

AL. Nekrassoft told His Majesty's Consul that the Itussian Conyttar offieo in 

eistan is a Vice-Consulate and that M, Brasine is oflieiating Vieo- Consul, 

& ile struggle between the Deputy Governor and the local Assembly culminated 
in a riotous demonstration against the former. Hie Majesty's Consul was fusimrernt oy 
(Ain concert with his Russian colleague and endeavour to restore order. Iie M, bjesty’'s 
Consul anticipates that, owing to the preponderance of the clerical clement, the 
Assembly will have anti-foreign tendencies 

foreaca, whem bes been ‘relieved as Director of Customs, Posts, and Passports by 
M. Mornard, 

Kerman, 

3 ing {aravans have been looted on the Kerman-Bunder Abbas rond, four drivers 
being killed in one case, 

Mereliants have telegraphed to stop the dispatch of any more goouls until the state 
of the roads have improved, The post from Bunder Abbas has alus-been robbed. 

Fy The disturbances due to. the elections for the local Assembly continued during 

juber. ‘The Governor seizd the popular leader, Nazimeut-Tujjany-and deported him, 
Rubsequently he ordered his troops to fire on the mob, who had come to toned ite 
Feturn of their leader, and five or six ycople wore killed and several were neyuiler, 
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i iti ¢ si late, and? 
‘The erowd took refuge in the British telegraph office and the Tussian Consulate, a1 
telegraphed to Tehran demanding the removal of the Governor. ‘The matter was taken 
up by the Tehran National Assembly and thie Governor was dismissed, but so tar no ene 
tas been definitely appointed to succeed hi 


Kermanshah, 


1, Turkish troops, aceorling to one report three battalions, and according to 
antler 400 men, are reported to have arrived at Khanikin, ‘Y'wo ‘Turkish soldiers are 
stated to haye heen killed by tribesmen on the Persian side of the frontier. 

2, Zahit-ed-Vowleh was stated to have been dismissed from the Governorship and 
Sa Dowleh was named as his successor. The latter was Governor of the province 
during the riots of last summer and was considered to be in a large measure responsible 

His Majesty's. Chargé d’Affaires consequently made representations an the 
ct to the Persian Government and received an assurance that Saif-ed-Dowleh 
would ust be appointed, P ; 
Mh. Captain Ushakoih Qufuntey Instructor of the Persian Cossack Brigade, with 
ton Persian Cossacks, passed through Kermanshah on the way to Urmia from ‘Tehran 
about the midule of October 
Shiraz, 


1, Several minor British claims have Iately been settled and compensation has 
been paid for the property of Residency messengers stolen when the official bags were 
robbed ; niajor claims, however, remain unsettled, 5 

2. \ certain Seyed Abdul {Hussein Lari arrived at Shiraz on the 18th October with 
seventy followers to support the  Majliss-ieMilli” which was agitating against the 
return’ of the Kavi julk aid his sons. He is stated to have been invited and 
paid by Motamid-i-Divan, He was welcomed by the bulk of the population, his 
avowed intention being to break the power of the Kavamis, On the 18th October, a 
Friday, the nan sich having declined to allow the Lari Seyed to coniluct the prayers 
At the mosque, pioeceded there escorted by armed men to conduct them himself. ‘The 
Lari Seyed's adhierents opened! fire on the fimam Jumeh’s party, who replied. One man 
was said to bare heen wounded, Both parties then raced for the telegraph office, th 
Kavamis getting in and shutting out the Seycl’s party. Tater inthe day. some 

nis surprised. some of their opponents and wrested vine rifles from them. From 

Isth October to the Bed the disturbances continued, with occasionally brisk 
firing: from te Persian telegraph office held hy 400 Kavamis, and a mosque held by 
1,000 of the Seyed’s party. On the 20th October the Nizwm-es-Sultaneh, who from 
the 17th Octolior to that date had remained outside the town, declining to. conduct 

administration of Fars, resumed the conduct of affairs, On the 22nd October a 
follower of the Seyed was shot dead and two others were wounded, On the 23rd October 
the bazaars were partially closed, all business being practically suspended. At the end 
of October firing went on in the streets and the situation was worse than eyer, as the 
Nizam-cs-Sultanich lett Shiraz for good. ‘The latest news received at ‘Tehran, the 

i November, was that the situation was calmer 

4A German subject was waylaid by robbers a little distance from Shiraz and 

robbed of everything he possesseil. 


Penstay Guar, 
Bushire. 


1, ‘Phe dispute over the elections for the local Assembly continues, ‘The National 
Assembly has telegraphed that six Members are to be elected by the guilds, but no 
lection hins yet taken place, 

2, ‘Iwo Cossacks for the Russian Consulate-General landed on the 9th September 
from the Russian merehant-steamer * Buphrates” in relief of one Cossack. 

. On the 1th October M. Wattelnert handed over charge of the Customs to 
M, Constant, Assi ircetor. He was to leave for Europe a day or two later. 


Bunder Abbas. 


1, On the Sth September ten Cossacks were landed for the Russian Consulate. 

2, A large caravan, partly owned by eleven British-Indian subjects, who accompanied 
it, was roblied on the Kernian-Bander Abas road in September. Claims to the amount 
‘of over 1,700 toms have been lodged at the Consulate, 
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Lingah. 

Serious rioting took place owing to the Persian Director of 
examining the personal effects of pilgrims. peor 
Customs were closed, and trade paral 
the 22nd September and held 


e Persin Customs insisting of 
lle Director was roughly handled, ‘The 
tralzed. ‘The Governor, the Darya. Begs, arrived on 
: n inquiry; the parties were reconciled, and the Custom 
seopends but the same alternoon the Director addressed his followers, urging tienes 
close their shops and insist ow redress being i vernor, 4 
Director of Costomant fist oY redress being afforded him by- the’ Gavemor. The 


or of Custa is replacing the Direetor, and. th Joverno 
tween dismissed for not aiding the Customs staff dura the ote eee) COveEHOT has 


Ahwaz, 
1. His Majesty's Vice-Consul arrived at Batwand accompanied b i 
1 i an 
of the Bakhtiari Kbans, and the ringleaders in the recent troubles gu the Oil Sage 
ate’s works were soundly beaten in his presence, v 
2. His Majesty’s ship “Comet,” whiel 
than within 4 miles of that place on ace 
now returned down stream, 


Hi was ordered to Ahwaz, failed to wet nearer 
sount of the shallowness of the river, and has 


Mohammerah, 


has resigned the Goveruorship of Behbehan i 

i ha ny and las recalled | 
Finding it impossible to carry on the administration’ without, support, Trev 
Hela, He recently raised force and subdued a rebellious tribe, the Beni Turuf, and 

ot only his uses refused i ow & Nati 
approved oF ugg nenses refused to inn, but he was old the National Assembly 
igned) C. B. STOKES, Major, 
Military Altacké, 


——_—_—_________ 


Supplement to Monthly Summary, November 8, 1907. 


Ispakan. 
he districts around lawlessness is 


In tspahan and 
are so feeble that they cannot or will not provide 
Telegraph Department. officials who hia 
starting: on inspection duties along 
but fruitless efforts in the matter 
Buropean goods, 


rete an the local author 

escorts for tito partivs of Indo-European 
ve been detained for more thay « month from 
the tine. | His Majesty's Legation has made repeated 
» The clergy are trying to organize a boycott of 


Meshed, 
-Astrabad has been left without @ Governor for my i 
P ad mt 4 Governor for many months, and is being pillaged 
ih innit ye Turkomans, he famous “plages of Lorton” on the Riese 
n road havi the scene of savage outrages by these lave ns 
are said to have killed eighty-three persons, aud that they naualloasvoro (ors, 
ft ersons, and that their own casualties were fe 
‘hey Inter on attacked Cecmeantiee Minndasht, killed seven aIGa aul tuted 
Ly the atagers nan ae, The Intent news is that. they have. since heey sepuleed 
Bete the Aeeguatter place on thelr retreat and that the women and shoot wee 
Tt Chas ofee1 SombY appointed Sepaliar to lead a punitive expedition agetner-eher, 
the arabberently now refuses to proceed, aud the President of the Aswembly 
vata ates that 8 foreign Minister was responsible for his. refusal Ge, 
Inbl-ul-Matin” newspaper says this Minister is Mu de Marty 
(Initialled) ©, B. s, 
ee 


Tnolosure 2 in No, 299, 


Proceedings of the Persian National Assembly from October 12 to November 7, 1907. 
October 12.—A Member inquired whether the Fren 
a = quired whethi Prench, 
Sueaged to alvise the Manes Minister, or whether he vas coming to mannge the 
‘ in atther iter Some debate on ‘the subject, it was agreed that lie, must 
Seed ae the one capacity or the other, but not both, ‘The President asd 
3B 


financial expert was being. 
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that the Governors-General of Fars and Azerbaijan refused to be held responsible for 
the revenues of their respective provinces. It was suggested by soine of the members 
that they both made ditheulti order to be recalled to Tehran and appointed 
Cabinet Ministers. . i 

October 13.—The Ministers of Finance and Foreign Affairs were present. The 
question of the Fars revenue was again brought up, and the Minister of Finanee 
(Kavanied-Dowleh) was asked whether he would undertake the responsibility for. its 
collection, He replied in the negative, and was told that in that case he must resign. 

wthy debate ensued during which the Finance Minister was asked whether it 

that the Shah had issued drafts on the Customs, which he denied. 

‘Mhe Minister of the Interior (Mushir-es-Sultaneh) then entered the House, 
accompanied by Mushired-Dowleh, who had just arrived from St. Petersburgh, and was 
iutradnced ay the new Minister of Justice. “Mushir-cd-Dowleh was well received and 
made a speech thanking the Members for their xood reception. b 

Cowher 15. The Kerman ontbreak was discussed, and the action of Nostet-cd- 
Dowleh, the eight he 
President was parti 
(privately) by the B 
him to the Roreign Minister embodying the gri hi 
of the Members took exception to the reading of a private letter from a f 
Representative to the President, After considerable debate it was decided to dismiss 
the Governor of Kerman, ‘Che question of sanctuary was again discussed, A Kerman 
Member urged the desirability of appointing separate Governors for Kerman and 
Baluchistan, which ihe President said met with the Shah's approval, 

October Vi—The President said that the Zil-es-Sultan aud the Naib-es-Sultanch 
refused to subscribe to the National Banks that he was not unable to force them to 
jity Hut that he merely wished to announce the facts to the House, An excited debate 

one of the spectators rose saying that they would be forced to pay at the 
the vovolver, The rest of the sitting was devoted to the reading of the Bill 

5 law 

Ortahe: 19 ‘The Finwice Committee, baving termivated their labours after several 
nontlis! work, hauled im their Report, ‘Phey, found that 700,000 tomans remained 
outstanding from last year's persion list, of which they recommended the payment of 
50 per cent, hut only ‘to those persous who are dependent for their living on such 
onsions, ‘he Cominitter stated that so far the sum of 920,000 tomans had been 
collected as in intertial loan, Ne President then announced that the Zil-es-Sultan and 
the Naib-os-Sultaneh had both approached him since the last sitting regarding their 
subscriptions, ‘The recommendations of te Committee regarding the internal loan, the 
National Bank and the pensions were debated at some length anil were eventually 
ailopted hy majority: of votes. " 

Mohtashem-es-Suitanch, who had been chosen as Commissioner on the Turco- 
Persian boundary, having made dilliculties yegarding his departure, considerable 
pressure was bioisht to bear upon him by the House, ‘Cie President, who offered to 

ain proceed himself to the frontier, gave some particulars regarding the latest 

ayaniees into Persian territory mate by the Torkish tops, It was unanimously agreed 

Unt if Molitashem esSultaneh relusél to proceed hie must be dismissed from the 
tate, 

‘Me unrest in Furs was discussed, and it was said that the trouble was 
dhe to the intrigues of the Kayam-ul-Mulk, ‘The debates on the subject wero very 
Jong, but hetore rising the Louse resumed a discussion on the subject of the Turkish 
aulyance on the wester joriley 

October 22.—Duriny the two preceding days the reconstitution of the Cabinet had 
Jeon considered by the Shab ov the recommendation of the President. ‘The President 
Having been summoned to the Palace, the chair was taken by Aminuz-Zerb, ‘The 
debntes were chielly‘on the subject of the Finance Committee's proposals for finayeial 

ornis, duitinge which it was pointed out that six months ayo the Minister for War 

Naib-cs-Sullimeh) gave a list purporting to represent the sums required for the army, 
amounting to 22,000 tomans, ft was stated 800,000 tomans hail been paid to him, bat 
tlint the original 220,000 tomans remained outstanding. It was decided to make 
careful Hiquities on the subject. Various other subjects were then discussed. 

Ocioher 21. A very long debate on the financial question engaged the House during 
the whole afternoon. It was admitted that out of the 220,000 tomans subscribed. only 
12,500. tomans was in cash, the remainder being treasury receipts. One of the 
Members declared that it was elildish to continue talking of a National Bank or an 
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internal loan, and most of the Deputies agreed with him, ‘Taki Zadeh en 

look upon the situation with some optimism, but did not find aah apereettone ue 
general feeling being one of great depression, Taki Zadeh, homever, laid stress upon 
the principle that the National Assembly was not called upon to undertake the admigie, 
trative work of the Government, and urged the necessity of forming a strong Cabinet 


to carry on the work of administration and reform without delay. 


{i was generally known, however, that the new Cabinet hed ali 
s : id already been forme 
and would attend the House at the next sitting. eons hea 


—The new Cabinet attended, and was introducell in the following 


October 26. 
order :— 


Naser-ul-Mulk, @.C.M.G, ++ Minister of Finance and President of 


Peden een the Counci 


Saniei-Dovleh et: 
Mushir-ed-Dowleh, G6.M.G, 

Mukhber-e =i Tustice, 
Mustaufi-ul-Mamalek., |) War. 
Motamin-ul-Mulk ! 


oe an Commerce and Customs. 


hey were very well received, having, in fact, been chosen by the House, 
President, after thanking the Members for their friendly words of weleome aS 
pretty sketched the programme the Cubinot had dra up, In the fist. place they 
ital to follow the letter of the Constitution faithfully ; secondly, they would 
endeavour to restore order it the country ; thirdly, they intended. to. filroduce refers 
Hae arns é and, fourthly, they proposed to reform the finances. After. these. pres 
Jiminaries, one of the Members reminded the inister that no answer hada 
en to the if the Anglo-Russinn 


yet been gi 
Agreement relatin He said that various i i 
relat a things had been said regarding the 
attitude of Persia towards this Agreement, and the “Times” had said that tt wae yell, 
National Assembly inust be understood to 


ed in this country, whereas the 
protest vehemently against it. The Forei, gn Minister replied that he would give the 
‘aki Zadeh reminded the Ministers of their 


‘hatter his immediate serious attention, 1 
responsibility to the House for all concessions given, and, in the 
Octover: 27.—he sitting was devoted to the re 
inistry of the Interior. 
Tit fay eve 


he * Habl- 
days at the demand of 


Tehran and Meshed) by the ‘Tu 
d the appointment of Sepahdar ¢ 
pedition, A telegtam was read 


‘5! 
support to the National 
towards the national funds, 


counced that the Zil 
Sultaneh bad so far given nothing, 

ay Norenber 2.—the sitting only lasted an hour and a 
The President stated that Mohtashem-es-Sult 
Unmnia the following day, A Member said that th 
British and Russian Le: 
interpellated on the subje 


After sunset the Cabinet attended a private sitting and discussed various subjects 


sith the Deal sl te appointment of new Governors fur Kerman and Pars, 
November 3—X letter from the Zil-es-Sultan was read, protesting again 
auction by the House of his Government allowance, Taki AUS CHIH (ak he 
{ires-Sultan’s attitude was most unjust, as he was a very rich man and the finanees or 
Doagnnty ete im a very bad. way, “Tho Minister for Moreign Affairs. (Mushiecods 
Tycl wlio was present, was interpellated on the subject of the answer given to the 
Ts and Russian Legations, In reply he quoted the terms of the note adiressed the 


half, and was poorly attended, 
ich had at Tast. decided to leave for 
% : Foreign Minister had replied to the 
tions regarding the Auglo-Russian Agreement, and must be 























previous day to tlie tho Legations, which he had committed tomemory. ‘The statement 
was received with loud cheers. letter was then read from Sepahdar, making certain 
¢onditions before starting on the punitive expedition against the Turkomans, one of 
which was the release from prison of Salar Mufakham, who had been condemned for 
complicity in the sale of Persian women to the Turkomans. Sepahdar stated that he 
required the services of the Salar in these operations, and that, should his expedition 
prove successful with the Salar’s assistance, it wonld be a fitting occasion to pardon him, 
‘This proposal was rejected by the House. The President made some remarks of a 
personal character, indicating that there was intrigue on foot against him, 

Novenber 5.— Mirza Abdul Hassan Khan, in a erowded House, read his speech in 
the following terms :— 

















Our country is being torn to pieces by internal strife and intrigue. I draw your 
attention to the words used by the Forcizn Minister in his answer to the British 
Legation regarding the Anglo-Russian Agreement, in which he referred to tho 
independence of Persin. ‘This independence will only continue to exist if wo ean lay 
aside our internal dissensions and party strife, Our only salvation is unity. ‘he whole 
country is at present in turmoil and excitement not one province is at peace, If this 
strife continues, matters will zo from bad to worse, and the country will be lost. The 
integrity and independence which we all hear has heen guaranteed to the Shah (may our 
souls be the sacrifice of His Majesty's throne and crown!) will be like the independen 
‘and integrity guaranteed to the Emperor of Corea by Great Dritain and Japan in the 
‘Treaty, Where is the former Emperor's indepen Whiat has fappenedl to tie 
independence of Corea? 1 implore you to unite and save the country while you still 
haye a chance, 
































Other Deputies followed in the same sense, and referred to Baypt and Morocco, 
Deputies urged the necessity of « well-trained army, others reiterated the urgent 
of money, One Member said the first thing to do was to restore order in the 

Another pointed out that an Assembly which could not keep order wit 
own doors could not he expected to keep the country in order. ‘The Presi 
illustrate the difficulties with which the country had to contend, stated that, though the 
‘Purkomans were devastating a whole distriet on the high road trom Tehran; to Meshed, 
they could not get one of the officers of the State to proceed there, simply because he 
was nulvised by one of the foreign Representatives not to go. (‘The President clearly 
relerred (0 Sepahdar and the Russian Minister.) {i fact, one of the foreign Ministers, 
Ne said, haul sont a message on the subject to the Cabinet, 

Some debate followed on the proceedings of the rival preachers representing the 
cting elements, who nearly brought about a serious eontiet a few days previous! 
‘Hhroughout the debate it ax apparent that the House had confidence in the Cabii 
‘and was willing to leave matters fo a great extent in the hands of the new Ministers, 
mber 7.—there vas some debate on the subject of the appointme 
tees to deal with the following subjects : 


















» to 
































of 
‘oreign Affairs, Interior, Justice, 
Petitions, Aduinistration, It was decided to select the Members by vote at 











the sitting of the Oth November 

Sonie discussion followed on the proposal to form a volunteer army to replace the 
present army, which it is proposed to disband, ‘Paki Zadeh spoke at-some length 
fayour of the schome, and was followed hy the President, who also favoured it ‘The 
latter said that the Council of Ministers would diseuss the matter fully on the 0th instant. 
Regarding a deputation to wait on the Shab the following day on the oceasion of 
religious festival, some of the Members observed that the Shah hiad tint yet heen to the 
Houise, and that he had not yet taken the oath preseribed in the Constitution, While 
this discussion was in progress a Court official came to the House with a letter trom the 
Shah inviting a deputation to wait on him the following day. A deputation. was 
thereupon selected, 


























», CHURCHILL, 
Acting Oriental Secretary. 
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Summary of News. 
(Secret.) 





inspection of Samarkand, taking eight day: 







the stores generally, 
2. Cholera is apparently making no headway 
mostly near the Caspian, have been reported. 







practically unaltered sinee last reports. 






being vid Takta Bazaar and Penjdeh. It is, however, quite po 






unwilling to haye strangers moving near that branch just now, 






over openly or with the seeret connivance of the Persian authorities, 





“ Transcaspian Review." 





September 17.—A bomb factory hns been found in ‘Tashkent; 
arrested. 


Four men have been shot in 'Piflis by order of court-martial, 



















“Turkestanskiya Velomoxti.” 
September 14,—General Grodekov a 
nd inspected the station and garrison there on the Sth and 9th. 


(Seo our Samarkand report, which shows that the inspec 
prolonged.—If, S.) 
uh 










A fatal case of cholera has occurred 
Railway 
An attempt has been made to murder the Chief of the (0. 
Kokand, (his se 





na passenger train 










Askabad Reports, 
September 17.—Five guns and five ammunition waggons came 
W. ‘They were covered up, so it is not possible to say what 
Seplember 18,—Severnl waggons ful 







Sorakhs Reports. 





consisted of 100 leratis, who were in charge of 150 camels, 





and then left for Herat. 








GENERAL GRODEKOY is on a tour of inspection, He has mad 
r wer it, and finding, co 
with various things, especially with the condition of the soldiers’ equipment and of 


or near the Kushk Branch Railway (sce last week's diary), makes the Russ 


September 10.—A Herati kafila arrived from Mery en route for Herat, 1 
J af re donkeys, and 2 
all laden with goods. ‘They took a permit from the Russian authorities nt Sarakli, 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Recewwed November 26.) 
Sir, Tehran, November 8, 1907. 
I HAVE the honour to transmit to you herewith the diaries of Captain Smyth, 


(Signed) CHARLES M. MARLING. 


No. 39.—Diary of Military Attaché, Meshed, for week ending September 38, 1907. 








a thorough 
lerable fault: 





n Turkestan; only a few cases, 
3. Garrison reports from Charjui and ‘Tashkent show the garrisons there to be 


4, Sarakhs reports that a large Herati Kafila, laden with Russian goods, has passed 
through from Mery cn route for Herat, ‘This seems an unusual route, the usual way 


le that work on 





5, Sarakhs seems to be quite a supply centro now. Our newswriter reports 
2,000 sheep purchased for Mery and 2,000 camel-loads of forage sent, to Puli 
Khatun at the same time, Probably most of these supplies come from Persia, brought 







three men were 









ed at Samarkand on the 7th September, 
i was considerably 


ore has been a case of cholera at Mangishlak (north of Krasnoyodsk,—I, 8,). 


(on the GA, 
A.) Railway at 


to be the same attempt reported in diary No, 87.11. 8.) 


in by rail from 


nd they were, 
Hof soldiers passed through during the night, 








horse: 


3C 
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Septenber 11.—A Russian school for Turkoman children has been opened. 
Bente THEA Mare nent coateree tas purchased 2,000 sheep here for the 
MSE VeP (0000 east aga wit Waray Gey lnpornny wa otis forage left 
L-i-Khatun, " z 
Ese Biel Ainge heen eareiel ont lovely by the Comsiden enaantantey teres 


Charjui Reports, 


yitty strong. ‘kestan Battalion 

September 2.—A mixed party, fifty strong, of the 20th Tur 
aaa earese a al Gaiyin Data et aris tiry oehcers (oneness emanieey et 
pie i ve party left by rail W. 

September 8.—The 'Pranseaspian Sappers of the above party left by rail W. 

Bielenber u=anorty mes: foe ie AOL Matkentan’ Datel ex, in by rail 
fr E 4 
FO ral doune dante enna from B, 

September 8,—Rilty soldiers passed through W. by rail. z 

Strength of the Girrison (this garrison report is not by the same man as that 
fumite in ony No, 97H 8) 

th Turkestan Battalion, : nae 

Dalachments of 6th 10, and 20th Battalions, amounting to 800 all told. 

800 mon of the Ist and 2nd Railway Battalions, 

200 mon of the Ami Darya Flotilla, 

20 artillerymen of the Sid Brigade. 


Samarkand Reports. 


September 16.—General Grodekov, Governor-General of ‘Lurkestan, left towards 
Giri Eee for the last elght days, napeating. he. troops, stores 
equipment, &e, THe camo here for a three days’ inspection ; hut he was so dissatisfied 
with the stato of things, particularly with the bad state of 
military stores, that he stayed here fi 
of all the store-houses, “maga 
roprimmnile 

pei 820) mon of the Ze 
Railway hinve not return 


Tashkent Reports. 


September 2.— An officer with twenty Cossacks left by ‘0. O. Railway (apparently: 
imo-oxpired, but on some duty. —H, §.), ‘ 
Lb seat Rua ‘ons Tull of soldiers, believed to be time-expired, passed 
lust night nortiward x 
Sania AnGUIGH oftoge andleanly Coasack Tet shy 0. Railway, 
Seplemlier 7.—'Iwonty mon of the Ist Artillery Brigade came in by C. A. 
re §,—One officer, two soldiers, and one Armenian have been condemned 
to death for selling ind receiving Government rifles, revolvers, and ammunition from 
vit here <Y : 
HOES Arie ceeerouate niseaspian Sapper Battalion in the market buying 
supplies, ad ave fou out hat the party of this Batalion which bas been encamped 
on tho G. A, Railway near Tashkent all the summer is still there, 


roops in garrison at Tashkent :— 


1st, 2nd, rd, and 4th Turkestan Battalions. 
Khojent and Tashkent Reserve Battalions. 
fl Orb Come, Bae 

100) men of the Ist (Astrakhan) and 2nd (Ural) Cossacks. 

Greek wilh Od 

Artillery and details as usual, 7 

i (Signed) H. SMYTH, Captain, 
Military Attache. 

Meshei, September 28, 1907. 
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Tnelosure 2 in No. 293, 


No. 40.—Diary of Military Attaché, Meshed, for week ending October 5, 1907. 


Summary of News, 
(Secret.) 

TASHKENT reports arrival of 200 recruits and departure of 1,200 soldiers by 
I O: Railway. Newswriter does not say tho latter are timo-expired, but it seems 
likely, as the annual training has just been concluded, and it is the usual time tov 
men to leave. 

Fonte guttmation of this, Askabad, Sarakhs, Morv, and Charjui definitely 
mention the departure of parties of time-expired men, 

. General Grodekoy, after leaving Samarkand, is proceeding to Katta Kurgan, 
Charjui, Petro-Alexandrovsk and Termes (Patakisar), 

+ According to our Patakisar newswriter, General Grodekov’s arrival in the 
Oxus, Frontier Province is timed to correspond exactly with the Ameer Habibullah 
Khan's arrival in the frontier province of Balkh, ‘There is ay suggestion of a meeting 
between the Ameer and the Governor-General. ‘The only ausgestion is that the 
Russians ary remarkably well informed of the Ameer's movements 

the Afghans and Russians have been practising with guns and. rifles, each on 
{heir respective sides of the Oxus at Patakisar, If either side wished’ to provoke a 
* incident, such proceedings are admirably adapted for that purpose.’ But we 
have no reason to believe that cither the Afghans ot Russians ary in an aggressive 


‘vo gun-boats are coming from the Baltie to the Caspian vit the Volga, ‘The 
n newspaper remarks that these are not intended for offensive purposes against 
wia—rather a case of qui stexcuse, &c, 

7. Railway accidents are reported this week on the Caucasus, C. A, and 
Railways, 

Both the Russian newspaper and our Askabad correspondent, report the arrival 
of a Japanese General and two Japanese fees ot Askabad, during the course o! a 
tour they are making through C. A. from ‘Tashkent to Krasnovodsk, 

9. Askabad reports that about 200 workmen have passed through eastwards, it is 
believed for work on the Kushk branch, 

10. ‘this report is confirmed by Merv agent, who says these men are for work at 
Yulatan and Band-i-Suitan, 

11. Garrison report from Kalika shows both the usual batteries to be the 
Cossack HA.Q.1. battery and the howitzer battery. ‘The only. unusual feature. i 
the presence there of fifty men of the Army Hospital Corps, which looks as if thens 

Some intention to establish a quarantine or segregation camp at Kahika in ease of 

lera, for which purpose it is well suited. 

TR Garrison report from Mery shows the garrison to be practically unchanged 

« list report all corps being present, but eonsiterable detachments being absent on 
Meek eer Ceewhere. ‘The Transeaspian Sapper Battalion seems to bo coming 
back to Mery from near Tashkent in small partion “100 boing noted present, as against 
20 in last report. This is confirmed by reports of movements of small’ partie ot 
Sappers along the ©, A. Railway. 

13. Our Askabad newswriter reports that the 400 Tesghian Cossacks from 
Daglestan, whose arrival vid Krasnovodsk was noted in diary No, 86, are now 
distributed as follows :— 

At Krasuovodak and Kini Arvat, 
» Aska 


Pus fest are distributed in small parties at different places inthe. ‘tvanseaspian 
Province, mostly as personal escorts to special Pristavs and officials who are in 
Particular danger of assassination at the hands of the revolutionaries, 


“ Transcaspian Review.” 


September 19.—A case of cholera occurred in a train, ‘The sick man and the 
other persons who were liable to infection were taken out and segregated at. the 
ation of Djusal (I cannot trace this station on the C. A. or 'T. O, ltailways 





192 


may le some wayside place, not a proper station—H. 8.). ‘The first person 
attacked died, and on the 10th September another case occurred among those under 
observation at Djusal, which case has also terminated fatally. es 

Alandslip has occurred on the Caucasus Railway 19 versts from Tiflis. 
of the railway has been carried away, and the traffic has been interrupted. 

September 20.—On the 14th September General Grodekov left Samarkand for 
Katta Kurgin. From there he is going to Charjui, Petro-Alexandrovsk, and 
ermex, , 

September 28.—here are now 809 patients in the Askabad hospital, of whom 
268 are soldien : ; 

‘wo gun-boats are coming to the Caspian from the Baltic vit the Volga. ‘These 
war-ships aru to guard the Russian frontier and are not specially intended for offensive 
purposes against Persia. : 

‘here has heen an accident on the Kars branch of the Caucasus Railway, and the 
line is interrupted. 

Seplonber 26.—Just after the mail train left Tashkent on the 28rd September 
(210, 0, Railway) a gang of robbers uncoupled the last. two earringes on the train and 
obbi to cashiers of 11,000 roubles, with which they wore travelling, One of the 
eashiors was killed. 

eprenber 27.—V esterday a Japanese General with two staff officers arrived in 
Askabud, accompanied by a Russian Colonel. 
A bomb has been exploded in Askabad. 


“ Turkestanskiya Vedomosti,” 


September 17.—On the 14th September passenger train No, 26 fron: ‘Tashkent ran 
off the line near Mery. ‘The engine anil three carriages were much damazed. 

Ty an encounter with a gang alors in the streets of Tashikent one Cossack 
was ki and one wounde 

September 20.--In-w collision near Kazalinsk on the 16th instant two engines and 
fifloen wagons (or carriages) were damaged. 

Septenber 21.—'wo shots have heen fired at the Pristay of Margelan, but he was 


pnot find any English equivalent for this dis 
‘amp, and Seventy-tliree horses have died of it. 


Askabad Reports, 


September 22.—"The railway has been damaged between Askabad and Kahka, and 
fg being repaired, 

Sepitenib 
by mail By 


September. 27.— 
Bokhari, Whey are tray 
plces en route 
Septeniber 2 
Besmen.—IL, 8) 
Awiderym cs anaes ie 
Henier Gund eb ao 
Saeed 8 : 40 
ip roles ‘ : 8 


September: 30,0 


‘The troops are now gradually all Jeaying the camps near Feroza, in small 
parties, 


Kahka Reports: 


Sentener 20.1 stayed a doy in Kabka to check the strength of the garrison ani 
found— 


Kuban Cossick battery with 150 Cossacks and six QP. guns, (Ie has written 
the Russian word for Qu.—H, 8.) 


193 


Mortar battery with 200 artillerymen of the 2nd Brigade and six heavy guns, 
Twenty-seven Frontier Guard, 
Forty railway soldiers. 


Fifty men Army Hospital Corps. ‘These men came to Kalika eight days ago, 


Saralths Reports, 


September 20.—Vifty time-expired (infantry) soldiers left for Tojond. 

September 21-26.—The troops are encamped 6 yersts from Sarakhs, where tho 
are engaged in rifle practice. ‘The infantry battalion and the whole of the 500 
Cossacks are there. 

T hear that the Cossacks are under orders to stay here a month, and that thoy will 
then return to their stations, 


Merv Reports. 


September 11.—Forty boxes of ordnance stores arrived by train from W, 

September 16.—The military forwarding agent was murdered in his office by ton 
Armenians, who went off with 9,000 roubles in cash, 

September 18.—wenty-five time-expired men passed through W. by rai 
trom siiemier 20-—Five sealed wagons with a speeial military guard came in by rail 

rom W. 

September 22.—About twenty days ago 100 hired Inbourers left for Band-i-Sultan, 
‘Vorday 100 more workmen left for the sumo place, This last party stated that they 
were going to make a railway from Yulatan to Bairam Al 

Garrison of Merv:— 


Gth and 7th ‘Transeaspian Battalions, full strength, 
Merv Reserve Battalion, 400 strong. 
‘Transcaspian Sapper Battalion, 400 strong, 
Ast Railway Battalion, 100 strong, 

nent, Cossacks, 400 strong, 
Artillerymen, 2nd Brigade, 300 strong, 
Medical and other details, 800 strong. 


Charjui Reports, 


Septenter 10,— Twenty large cases arrived by rail from E,, and were put on board 
a steamer for shipment upstream, 

September 13.—During the night 100 soldiers passed through B, 

Septeniber 16.—Thirty "'ranseaspian Sappers came in by rail from E, 

Septenber 2 nfantry battalion made a demonstration in the town as ona 
previous occasion. ‘The whole battalion was broken up into parties, which patrolled 
every part of the town for some hours. 


Patakisar Reports, 
Septenber 10.—he following supplies and stores have come in by steamer:— 


# a 8,000. poods, 
fi : ‘00 
mG a 100 

a oo 100 bo 
a 3a 00) 


fay aoe 


eae aang 
a eH 


September 17.—The Governor-General of ‘Turkestan is expected hore on tho 
22nd September. ‘The following officors haye come here to await his arrival -— 
Osher officers @those that came fom Suusarkund, sc diary Nov 38.—1 8) 
Special interpreters from Tashkent (probably some ofColand Yagellos pio 


‘The Amir of Boklara’s officials have sent in a number of good horses for the use 
of the Governor-General and party 


Preparations of every kind are being made for the reception of the Governor 
General. 


(1519) 3D 
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ibullah’s tour the Russians have been 
e commencement of the Ameer Habibullah’s tour r 
lene Oxactly tatormiel of his movements by {hp Afghan ofialsleléers onthe sublest 
: sent i 
having arrived every week. Such letters lave also heen r eee 
ay if th on is sent by order of the. Ameer or if it is a pri 
ca Defense Racaer onus Greene Go frontesprovinees; but 
whether this information fs supplied openly or seoretly, the Rossa do not rely on it 
implicitly, but check every item of it by tle report of their omer spies and agents 
in Afghanistan, It is said here that General Grodekoy bas timed bis arial he st 
e ier to coincide with Ameer Habibullal’s arrival in Sharif, 
SEU UE rae arrived in the district of Charjui on the very day the 
d tered tho Province of Balkh, . . e 
vmeginee the 13th Soptomber the Afghan artillery and infantry have beon carrying 
# pmctiee on thoi side of the river, and so there have been rifle 9 
RnR ie on upon both banks of the river, the firing on each side being \ 
sight and sound of the other si 


Samarkand Reports. 


September 24. is Sonia 3 
guns for some time past, Now the (i 
ESaue toi, thus bringing its number of machine guns up to four, 


‘Tashkent Reports, 


September 18.—During. the last weck five. parties of 200 soldiers each, makin: 
total of 1,000 altogethor, have left hy e TO sway 
September Vk—200 reeruits cane in by O. Railway. 2 a 
ee Another party of 200 soldiers left by lO. Railway during the 
hight. All theso parties have been in marehing order with all their kit a 
“(It is possible that writer hardly understands the term *tmarchin; onder,” an 
only means water-bottles, haversicks, and kit bags. He does not say they were time= 
expired, but ahaa 1. $.) 
September 1. —Vorty sold a 
Sie 21, Supplies and stores have be : reid hae Oo oH 
s ities this werk. Among 8, two waggons arrived with w 
FCN BIER ERS rifles were taken out and piled on the platform, 
that they seemed to he of different pattern from the usual rifles, as they 
ad no bands round the barre i ; 
furvol porliaps easel in woo as with our short Lee+Enfleld rifles. S.) 
(Baro! perhaps eased in wood, ns wit jes a oa 
Military Attaché, 


ne in by the Andijan trai 


Meshed, October 5, 1907, 
Inclosure 8 in No. 293. 


No. 10.4. Diury of Military Attaché, Mesheit, for week ending October 12, 1907. 


Swnmary of News. 
SON iden September General Grodeki mor. General of “Ruslan 
‘Purkestan, began a five days" inspec ea the Russi, 
it, ‘The General seoms to have paid special attention to the local Feprerenativoof 
the Amir of Bokliara, who on his part did all he could to accord the Governo 
General a good reception, pitching a special camp on the viver-bani 
Horses, We ay 

‘eneral Grodekoy began his. inspect 

Tulled the Pataki 
inspection 
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the pontoon company, &e., at their work on the River Surkhan, Finally, the whole 
souraonamere taken across the River Surkhan for a day-and-night field firing; which 
Tassian lve been specially to tost the artillery, as both our correspondent antige 
Russian, vewspaper lay stress on. the presonee of the artillery. Owe correspondent’s 
description of the whole of this imspection is. singularly well borne aut by the news. 
Paper, though the latter does uot, of course, give so many delaile, 

4. General Grodekov returned to Tashkent on the 1st October, 

5 There is cholera in ‘Tashkent. Several fatal cases of choler have occurred 
there, and eases are reported daily, though the outbreak scone very slight at 
present, 

G6. ‘Iwo serious outrages are reported from Tashkent, officials of the railway being 
in both cases the victims, 

7. Krasnovodsk reports arrival by steamer, and dispatch east by rail, of more 
railway material, 

si Definite reports have been received to the effect that tho Russians are under: 
taking some work between Band-i-Sultan and. Uniram Ali. Tie ground is being 
{eFelled, and. sleepers for rails are being laid downs but ophiny ob ‘ded as to 
Nether this is for a railway simply or if the rails are only to agsiet ta the constrnetion 
Sea ad incline to the latter view, aa T fail to soe'any cbjeet hee railway fom 
Band-i-Sultan to Bairam Ali, whereas the object of a canal i, clear, viz,, to eany the 
water of the Murghab River to the Imperial domains at Bairam Alt 

9. Garrison report from Samarkand shows the garrison to be fairly normal, It is 
the ma uating that there are’ stilt 500 fortress artillerymen thers more then double 

sul establishment, 

ue uraklis reports that there are only 200 Cossacks there now, and that 100 of 
these are relieved Cossacks from Pal-ieKhatun, who will presumably soon retuen to 


LL itd revolutionaries have sent out a serie of lettors to porsons of the 
upper and middle classes, deman of instant death, and threatening 
death to any one who announces 4! i ir letter, ‘hese domands are for 
modest sums—100 roubles in. the ral Kelmitsky, and’ 50 roubles in the 
case of M. Suzikin, n Bank at Meshed. "Che modesty of 
their demands Tas ‘bee luding M, Suzikin, 
prefers to pay: of assussination, 
General Kelmi with open seor 

mothods ; but porsons of his 


“Transcaspian Review,” 


aptenter 29. At ‘Tashkent, on the 22nd instant, at 11 a.aty Railway Cas) 
askov was going to the station with 14,000 roubles, aceompaate by @ gendarme, 
‘Mhey were attacked in the open strect by a band of armed na 1 who killed the 


Benmlarme, severely wounded the cashier, and enrried aff the eqch, iy gendarme shot 
two of the robbers dead with his revolver, 

Major-General Kartsov has left for Morv, 

Qtleber 1.—Several fatal eases of cliolora have occurred in ‘Tashkent, 

A train has run off the line close to Askabad Station, 

General Kelmitsky his recaived 1 lettor from tho local revolutionaries demanding 
100 roubles on pain of death. He publishos the letter to she ie contempt for the 
senders. 

October 2.—Nineteen prisoners have escaped from. Askab il prison. 

Peicher 3 General Grodekoy, GovemorGeneral of Turkecten hs just made a 
live days’ inspection of the ‘Termez garrison, When the ondinary 
erent by steamer to Airatan, whore night field firing was een 
‘Mie artillery was placed on the lower slopes of the hill, 
the General left hy steame 

see cases OF cholera and a few deaths are occurring daily in ‘tashkont, ‘Phere 
is cholera in the street where the gendarmes live. 

General Kartsey has returned from Merv. 


“ Turkestanskiya Vedomosti,?? 

September 27.—Engineer Ranher 
workshops, has been murdered in Tashkent, 
October 1.—There is a fine exop of cotton in Rerghana this y 


urge of the Tashkent Railway 





166 


October $.—On the Ist instant General Grodekov returned to Tashkent from 


east res police found an unknown woman in the (Tashkent) street suffering 


Krasnovodsk Reports. 


September 16,—A quantity of iron rails and other railway material came in by 
steamer. i + : 
Hight truck-loads of iron rails and iron water-pipes were sent off E. 
September: 18—"Two truck-loads of railway material sent E. 
September 20. ‘lway material came in by steamer. ae 
Since, these lange shipments. of railway material have arrived, a considerable 
amount of special material has arrived here for the construetion of stations, with their 
quarters, offices, &e, This material has been stacked separately. I reckon enoug) 
rivedl to make fift : ace 
He ee Die Four tenek-londs rail and one truckload miseollaneous railway 
stores sit : 
ow Niptenber 24,—Kity time-expired railway soldiers let for Ru ae 
September ix truck-loads rails and six truck-loads miscellaneous railway 
stores sent Ei. 


Askabad Reports, 


elober 1,—It is said that a tramway is to be Inidl down soon in Askabad 
reas nber of workmen are said to be engaged on the construction of a 
cena di-Sultan to Bairam Ali, 
see cin: Secliniy convicts, reonty sentence at Tashkent, Nave arrived here 
from !ashkent 
Sarakhs Reports, 
a e away 
00, 
Now, exe by 1 
fron Tejon rolarilg an 
1) previously mentioned. tl. S, 5 : 
aaa sve Dirine the Peet k a daily consignment of ten carts full of 
wheat anid barley has heen dispatched to Tojend. 


Mere Reports. 


Seplenber 28.—Vorty soldiers of the  Kushk” corps arrived from Askabad, and 
CE een cen T started on Horseback from Mery to 
seo what the Russians r Mery and Kushk. First of all E found that 
they were building some i ¢ called Alam ‘Tapa, 8 yersts from Yulatan, 
Ltlen went on to Band-i-Sultan, and found that the Russians are making a railw: 
ro iltan to Bairam Ali, 
a Te ier report says that the work under construc genal:andithtttho 
“railway” is really only a tramway to faei . 8.) 
‘Whe following mon were working on this railw 
‘Tunhy el 
Havas 100 
Massa z 20 


‘They ave levelling the ground and laying down sleepers; 4 yersts have been so 
loyelled,” 1 stayed there three days and then returned to Merv. 


Charjui Reports. 


Sopleniber 2\.—Vitly soldiers of the Intendance Department passed through E. 
Seytenibyr 2.—Non boxes of rifles sent upstream by steamer S. 
September 26.—hirty men of the Ist (Astrakhan) Cossacks arrived from Khiva, 
left by v . the next day, E 
as RES Fifty men of the 19th Turkestan Battalion arrived by rail from E. 
A riot took place this week in the lines of tho infantry battalion, ‘en soldiers 
were wounded 
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Palakisar Reports, 


September 19-—Great. preparations have beon made for the reception of Governor 
Grodekov. All troops have been recalled from troops [sic] and out-stations, The 
pontoon company has made bridge over the Surkhan River, across which heavy 
guns can be taken. 

September 20.—The Mir of Sherabad arrived to arrange on behalf of the Amir of 
Bokhara for General Grodekoy’s reception, 

September 32-—General Grodekov arrived by steamer at 8 nat, ‘This samo day 
Ameer Habibullah Khan is due to arrive in Mazar-i-Sharif, The Governor-Genert| 
remained on his steamer, and gave out that he would receive no one except the Mir 
of Sherabad and the Governor of Patakisar, ‘These two acconlingly went on hoard 
the Governor-General’s ship, attended each by a few officers of their stalfs, and 
stayed with the Governor-General for sn hour, when they came on shoro again,” The 
Governor returned to Patakisar, and the Mir went to his tents on'the vivercbank, In 
about an hour's time—it was then about sunset—the Beg went on board the Governor's 
ship again and stayed there the whole night, 

September 23.—General Grodekoy landed and held a reception for the officers of 
the garrison at the Officers’ Club. He informed the Governor that he would shortly 
issue orders about his inspection. Tu the night, however, lie paid a surprise visit to 
the infantry brigade, He found considerable fault with the way they tured out, and 
sentenced tivo officers, one to two months’ and the other to forty-five days! confinement, 
in consequence, 

September 24—the Governor-General inspected the pontoon company. 

Sentenber 25.— he whole garrison, with the horse, fied, and. heavy artillery, 
crossed the River Surkhan by the pontoon company's bridge, and marched to some 

ily country near Yangi Arif (Yangarik in our maps), where they carried out n fold 
firing sche 

Seplenber 26.—The Governor-General is still hero, 


Samarkand Reports, 
September 28.—The two companies of the Zerabulak Resorve Battalion came in 


from duty on the And 
Seplember 30 


ons full of regimental \d. wero 


attalion, ‘hese stores included clothing, boots, equipment, 
and a Jarge amount of tumunition, 


Strength of the Garrison: 


oth Turl ion, 800 stron 
6th Turkestan Battalion, 800 stron vi Bt ‘s i . (Two 
npanies and hi ) 
Zh Turkestan Battalion, 800 strong, with $0 horses and 2 machine guns. 
Sth Turkestan Battalion, $00 strong; no horses or machino guns; at Katta 
Kurgan, 
Zorabulak Reserve Battalion, $00 strong; no horses or machine guns, 
2nd Railway Battalion, 600 stron 
Detachment Intendance, 100 stro 
2nd (Ural) Cossacks, 400 now present at Samarkand, 
Prisoners’ escort, 50. 
4th Field Battery, with 8 QP, guns and 250 mer 
6th Mountain Battery, with 8 guns and 200 m 
‘ortress artillery, 500 strong in fort, 


‘There are stored away in the fort § new Q.F, guns and § old pattern fleld > 
‘There are also in the fort gun park 8 old pattern field guns, 8 machine guns, 2-new 
pattern heavy guns, 2 old pattern heavy gu 
(Signed) HH, SMYTH, Captain, 
Military Attaché, 


Meshed, October 12, 1007. 


—————— 
[usi9) 
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Inclosure 4 in No. 298. 


41.—Diary of Military Attaché, Meshed, for week ending October 19, 1907. 


Summary of News. 
(Seoret.) 7 nab -t ‘ 

MAJOR-GENERAL MERKUSHEY lias been appointed Governor of Kushk. 

2, Details of the conclusion of General Grodckov’s inspection of Tashkent show 
that it was continued right through in the same energetic manneras it was begun, 

8, Patakisar roports that there were 1,200 time-expired men there on the 
conclusion of this year’s training; 500 of them are to leave at once, and the remaining 
7100 aro to wait until they are relieved by the new recruits. 

4, Patakisar reports that the Bokhara authorities have been asked to arrange to 
supply 4,000 horses and 2,000 camels. ‘This. is. perhaps only some test of the system 
of rogistering animals ; very likely the animals will never actually be requisitioned. 

6, An experienced engineer’ has been detailed to undertake the survey of the 
projectod Vierni-Semipalatinsk Railway. 


“Transcaspian Review.” 


October 6.-—Prince Khilkoy is expected shortly at Tashkent from St. Petersburgh 
with a party of petroleum experts. He is going to Kokand to make a special 
exploration four of the petroleum fields of Rerghana, 

October 8.—owards the end of September (Russian style) Engineer Glezer is 
coming to Turkestan, from St, Petersburgh with a party of engineers to make the 
survey of the Vierni-Semipalatinsk Railway. 

hore has been another fatal case of cholera iy ‘Tashkent. 

Pristay Captain Rekhitor has been murdered at Baku. 

October 9.—Who school for officers in English, Urdu, and Persian reopens at 
‘Mashikent on the 4th October. 

‘Whore isn genoral strike at Bibi Aibat, Baku, 

Octoher 1. Major-General Merkushey has been appointed Governor of Kushk. 


“ Turkestanskiya Vedomosti.? 


Octoler 9,—he cotton crops in the Merv, ‘Vejen, Asknbad, and Krasnovodsk 
districts are very good this year. 


Askabud Reports. 


scxon-loads of soldiers passed through E. Six of them were 
» and the othor three full of 'ranseaspian infantry 
(As these do not seom to ho reruits, perhaps they were from Bezmen—men 
returning from camp near Rerozt—HI, 


Merv Reports. 


eptember 29.—Six truck-loads iron rails came in from W. 
ptember 1.—Uwenty (railway) wagons dry lucerne eame in from W, 
October 5. —Korty Cossacks (Kavkaz Regiment), left for Kushk, 


Patakivar Reports. 


Septeniver 26-27,Uhe Governor-General inspected all the troops continuously 
for two days and two nights, keeping them under arms on the alert the whole time, 
He thoroughly inspected the stores, magazines, barracks, &e., and went closely into 
the question pf the soldiers’ diet. Ho punished four more offeors for neglect or 
inofficienc 

September giving “ khilats” (robes of honour) and other presents to 
the Bokliara off vernor-General lelt by steamer for Charjui at 3 Pat 

September 30.— ctor-Cenoral of Customs arrived here and notified to the 
traders that the Russian Government is prepared to allow transit hounties (ie., rebate 


on all Russian-manufae 
vii 


registration 
kent to the Bok: 


e ae of this (nee entitled to leave 

Year's training—500 of these, taken by lot, 

lowed to go at once, probably by next week's steamers tharg ill 

have to wait tll they are relieved by fresh reenite k seetmers the other 700 wil 


‘Tashkent Reports, 


September 24.—Vhirty Cossacks camo inh ilway, v i 

uan-house close to the Governor-General’ residence, uN» md Wore posted in a 

Margii@lember 26-—A General Officer who has bi 
September 27.—Four hundred mon of the 3rd.‘ ion wi 

a mttlenter 27-—Foin 7 e Br ‘urkestan Battalion with some 

(e aes) Aunscame in by C. A. Railway, ‘They have been on duly ot in eamp on 


September 28," od soldi ” i a ‘ 
with theme 7° Two hundred soldiers let by. ©, Railway, ‘They had thett rites 
S¢plenber 29.—All through the week a large number of 

: D m4 her of boxes of 
i ave een bro ut from, the Mmagazino and loaded in railway waggons at tle station, 
. Bie over them, Poxes are now standing in a siding at the station with 


Seplember 30.—Whirty Cossacks with their kit left for § i 
ner 30.— ie ir famarkand by rail, 
Rtawaget” b—twenty” men of the 6th ‘Turkestan Battalion same. fy by ©. 
October 2.—'The Governor-General returned 
Hewshaper said he returned on the Ist Octobercc IL. Sy, mars 
Forty Cossacks with three guns eame in. by 
covered that their pattern could not b 
ut the Cossacks went on 8, 
Octoler 6 — 


en here some time left for 


(he Russian 


+0, Railway, ‘The guns were so 
The guns were taken to the fort, 


Aniijan train (ie., the train from 


feneral and staif spent the morning inspect 
G 1 ing the 
Arrangements for shot oe tte time they were examining the diferont sainos any 
times taken (Pon aon anes trains at the ©. A, Railway station, ‘oy wore Seven 
aken (?on an engine) about a verst towards Samarkand and then brought back 


on to different sidings, 
(Signed) AL SMYTH, Captain, 


Meshed, October 19, 1907, EET ANE, 


———ee ee 


. Inclosure 6 in No, 298, 


No, A2—Diary of Military AUaché, Meshe, for week ending Oetober 26, 1907, 


Summary of News, 


t.) 
GENERAL KARTSEV has been transferred to Kiov, 
General Rekhter, Chief of the Staff of the Turkestan army.” 
. Patakisar definitely. roports. the departure of 300 timeoxpi 
Askabad note the passing westiranl of 200 Pes Heats iiiueaerne oy 
5. Samarkand reports the departure of another company of inheee 
; markand reports company of infantry towards 
iaseat imaddition to the two companios tint were sont sn that, dinetic’ some 


He will be replaced by 
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4, The 4th Kuban Cossack Battery was brought into Askabad from Katka on the 
ceremonial parade, as detailed by the “‘Transcaspian Review,” and 
sre for the present. Tt seems a little strange to move the battery with. 

250 men, as reported by our agent at Askabad, for so slighta cause, : 

'5. Krasnovodsk continues to report the arrival of quantities of railway material. 
‘These reports are confirmed by Merv and Charjui agents, who have both noted the 
arrival of many trucks fall of ra 

(G. Krasnovodsk reports the arrival of 150 Russian colonists, probably for Merv, 
as tho Governor there was making arrangements for and for some colonists he was 
oxpeeting. 2 . 

7, Prince Khilkoy, who lias come to Turkestan to examine the Kokandl oil-fields, 
Jas paid a visit to Bairam Ali, which is a long way out of his route from Tashikent to 
Kokand. 1 ‘goes far to confirm the report of our Charjui agent this week 
that the Russians are making a railway (or canal} from Yulatan (or Sultan Band) to 
Tairam Ali We have also previously received definite reports from our Mery and 
Askabad agents that such work is in progress. i 

IK Anvouthreak of plague is reported at Atbazar (spelt “Atbashin” ‘by the 
ashkent newspaper), on th Jhia-Kashgaria frontier Local outbreaks of 
plage ar si F this kind of plague resembles 
true plasgae i 
succossive years. 

9. ihere are the following garrison reports : 

Merv. —IUhis garrison is very little changed since Inst report. ‘The Cossacks and 
antillorymon ave slightly increased, probably owing to men who have returned from 
Teron, No railiviy troops aro mentioned, ani the number of details is decrensed, 
probably due to oversights in both eases. 

Charjui,-ho only noticeable differonce is the presence of a detachment of the 
Teh ranseaspinn Battalion and of a party of the Ist (Astrakhan) Cossacks, 

‘Nh most obvious. alteration is that: there are now G00 fortress 

1 the last report, ordinary establishment being only 

cor troops seem to be divided into two distinct 

mpanies, totalling 450 instead of 800 in Inst report. ‘The other troops at Patakisar 
ae slightly loss thin hefore, exeept the Frontier Guard. 


© Transeaspian Review.” 


October 18.—Cioneral Kartsoy lns been transferred to he second in command of 
the Kiev district, Licutenant-General Rekhter—Chiet of the Stall of the Turkestan 
army—will repluce him as Governor of ‘Pranseaspi 

Golonel ‘heen appointed temporary Governor of the Perghana 
Provinees 

October 16.—the Arnie of Bokhara Ii 60,000 roublesto establish a Russian 
sehiool at Chaxjui, to be called Ni iemoration of the Emperor's two 

capes from death, viz, the late plot in St. Pi ident to the 
yacht “Standart.” ‘Phere is plague at Atbazar, on the hia and 
Kashgaria, Forty-four people have died of it, i. of the total pop 
of the plc 
‘Onaber 17,—On the 18th October there will he a parade at Askabad in honour of 
day of the Czarevich, One company will attend from each infantry 
‘on, aid a half-battery from the Ist and Bed Light Batteries of Artillery. ‘Tho 
k Roximent and the tth Kuban Cossack Battery will parade in Kashi 
seain of coal, 24 archins thick, of excellent quality, has been 
disevvered at a place called Suok Hulak, near Karan Kul, in the Tashkent district. 

(lie diseast called) ** Yashichur has broken ont near Kaufmanski; 112 cases have 
ocourred amon the local cattle and horses, .\ bridge on the Caucasus Railway 

s (an the Batoum side) has broken down. ‘The line is totally 
interrupted, Passengers have to cross the gap on foot. 

Octuber 20.—Prineo Khilkov arrived in Tashkent on the 12th October. On the 
Tsth October he started for Bairam Ati, From Bairam Ali he will go to Koka 

‘Mtor the parade of the 18th October, the 4th Kuban Cossack Battery came in to 
the town (of Askabad) from Kashi. 

‘The C.\. Railway is interrupted near Vererskaya Station, where » train has run 
‘off the line, breaking up ten wa: 
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“ Turkestanskiya Vedomosti.” 


October 18.—Forty-four deaths from. pl in, 

Octet iy-four plague have occurred at 

Semirechia Province, this being 1 per cent. of ‘the population of the aie gee 
October 18.—In the event of horses being shot for glanders fn Tashkent, the 


rat pita ia 
following compensation will be paid: 80 roubles for enrtiage horses, 60 roubles for 


‘There are floods on the Ami 
the district of Ishan Djakent. 


i Darya. Several villages have been carried away in 


Krasnovodsk Reports, 
October 1.—A large steam pump, wi y i i 
ast fe rots ts aed at praia ee necessary plant, machinery, pipes, 
is is sai intended for Kushk, to supply watei 
and barracks that have previously been supplied Ieee pontiac rs 
October 2-—Tho Prime Minister of the Amir of Bokhara arrived from Baku with 


special escort of ten Russi i v iv 
forPecial eseort of ten Tussian soldiers. “He was rvecived by a guard of honour and 


October 3.—A lot more railw: 
has arrived by steamer. 

Six boxes of bombs were discovered on a steams 

Six m er from Baku, 
adresse to a forvarding agent at Krasnovodsk, who bins denied all LaaMee ete 
patter and says itis a police plot to get him into trouble and to bring discredit on 

October 4.—One hundred and fifty mujiks arrived from Astrakhan, and were sont 


fe. 1 i velling 
OB. hese are colonists travelling at Government expense. I ould not find out 


October 7. 
sent off E. 


October 8 —Fifty recruits for railway and tele; 
8—Fifty io egraph troops passed through B, 
October 2.—Mirza Ismail Khan has been appatnted SC 


jay material, including a large number of sleepers, 


Three hundred boxes rifle ammunition came in by steamer and were 


Askabail Reports, 


October 11.—Two waggons full of Taman Cossacks 0 
fat Yossacks passed through. 
Ostoler 12.—One waggon full of (eivilian) railway workmen passed through, 


October 1 Egnvictsiarrive 3 6 f 
pate aU conviets arrived; these included Russians, Armenians, Geor- 


‘Two waggons full of railway soldiers passed through, 

October 15,—Ninsty. Tainan Cossacks feft Askabole 
Seventy men of the Geok Tepe Reserve Battalion arrived 
he following movements westwards on tho railway :— 
October 11.—Kitty (? time-expired) men of the 2nd Artillery Brigade, 
Getober 12.—Two vaggons full of rally soldiers passed Beate 

rece ne Hundred nd fifty men of the 2nd Artillery Brigade passed 


‘Nwo waggons full of soldiers with shoulder badge 2 a 
iggons f ms Witll shoulder bade 2 arrived, 
October 17.—Iwo hundred and fifty Kuban Cossacks arrived, 


Artillery Battery from Kahka.—II, §.) cota 


‘There is the following general news :— 


October 12.—The chief of a forwardin; 
murderer was arrested, 


‘The Feroza Railway lias heen closed for the season, 


 aseney here lias been murdered, ‘The 


Mere Reports, 


October 8,—Iwenty waggon-loads of dry lucerne came in from W. 
October 9.-—Bighty ‘Transcaspian Sappers have arrived heres these 
Uelong to this place bat who have been Absent fur some vont, ee Se men who 
Oclober 10.—Several trucks full of rails sent off by: Kushk Railway. 
October 12-—en trucks ful of rails came in frou W. : 
Ictober 14.—Whe Governor asked the Turkoman Heuiman not to culti 
sana Govern the 1 not to cultivate certain 
Jand near the town of Mere, a8 the Government wished to buy it for colony of 
jnai0 ar 
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Strength of the Garrison :— 
Gth and 7th Transeaspian Battalions, full strength. 
Mery Reserve Battalion, 400 strong. 
‘Pranscaspian Sapper Battalion, 400 strong. 
5th ranscaspian Battalion, 50 strong. 
Artillerymen, 2nd Brigade, 400 strong. 
Kavkaz Regiment Cossacks, 500 strong, 
{ntondance, 100, 
Charjuvi Reports. Asie Sonar 
tember 19.—The Governor-General of ‘Turkestan arrived by special train early 
in Pee oud Tote at ono) by stoner apeteamn)His/aesiral anldepartare 
e secret, and were not: known publicly for ys 
ree ede chemi Geenncen meen by steamer from Patakisar, and at 
once left for ‘Tishkent by trai 
While the Russian 
along. the southern fron 


Oetober x truck-londs of rails Pasoed throug BE me 

Octobe ifty Dranseaspinn infantry passed through E F ; 

DUsiAS a taan uarreceot nea (Astrakhan) Cossacks in the town, but 
vamot say when they arrived here. : : 
ae weber Te ltastag heard that the Russians were engaged in some railway 
construction, T went to Bairam Ali and found that they were making a railway from 
near Yulatan, on the Kushk Railway, to Bairam Ali 

Garrison of Charjui:— 

17th Murkestan Battalion, . 

TMi ngatot vO 10th, and 20th Turkestan Battalions, and some m 
of the 7# ‘Bra Battalion the whole amounting to rather more 
than on ; 

20 men 2 Brigade, 

200, Yn Railway Battalion, 

200, Aim Darya Plotill 
304; Tsb (Astestkhin) Cossacks, 


Patakisar Reports, 
Ortober 9.—'he troops have gone out to a place 52 versts away, near Choshka 
Quan, for mancouyees and more tleld fring. 
A stommey eame in with 
100 casks of gunpowder, 
200 boxes of gin ammuni 
48,000 poods of mixed supplies. 


October W1,—"tvo hundred time-expireil artillerymen left by steamer, 

Garrison of Patakisar -— ae 
f ss BBW strong, 

Hatalio 838s 

300 

400 

2nd Oronbung HAs Battery a 

Sth FWMLBAtny ae 200 

Mines Parts Chi : 

nhc forte ating iS 

Slashing epinien 


to Patakisar (Ceetion) 
ye guiarchonses all along 





Keyeyontoaya” for fortress. ILS t Badge BIL 5, 
4 [2] "Nokestau Pontoou Sappers. Writer puts this company down with the pontoon company) 
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Samarkand Reports. 


rtober 14. You will remember that I reported the departare of two companies 
Teeth battalion, with two machine guns, towards Margelan (diary Ne 40), 
these have not returned, and now a company of the Zerabulak Reserve Beetalign Los 
wen sent off in the same direction too, 
(Signed) H. SMYTH, Captain, 
Military Attaché, 
Meshed, October 26, 1907. 





{38681} No. 294, 
Mr. Marling to Sir Kiiward Grey. —(Receivet November 


Tehran, Noveniber 8, 1907. 
WITH reference to my telegram No. 323 of the th i stant, I have the honour to. 
usmit ‘ith copy of the note which have received from the Minister for 
C. Spring-Rice communicated to the 


Sp 
Anglo-Russian Agreement of the 


appear to be entirely free from objection, 

comment has been made on the wording of the sentence stating that“ the 

Verainent will observe without fault: the stipulations of the Agrsoments 

which have heen entered into regarding loans.” Tt auod that this might be lield 

{o imply that Persia hound herself to observe the A sgarding the British ind 

in the recent Agreement, But the contention would appear to. ho 
Worthless in view of the preceding statements of the note, 
Thaye, &e, 

(Signed) CHARLES M, MARLING, 


—————e 
Tnelosture in No, 294, 
Mushiv-ed-Dawleh to Mr, Marling, 


25th Ramazan, 1325, 11, (Novenber 2, 1907). 
tan it the lionour to revelvo his Hxeelleney. the Ministor's nolo, dited” dhe 
15th Shaaban, 1325, \, 1 10 the 2th September, 1907, tramunitting a copy 
of the p Aureement concluded between the British and Russian Corer, 
a, ind composed of a preamble and five Artivles, 
2n reply, to state that, a you will reudily in justice admit, the 
venient living been concluded between the British and Itueatay 
Taents therefore its provisions will eoucern the afore-uientioned Uovernnaae 
who have signed the Agreement; and) the Persian Clovenment, iy eee of the 
independence of which by the grace of God it is in full possession ea sige. the full 
rights and freedom which it enjoys by its absolute independence absolutely f 
tected from every. possible effector influence of any kind of Agee 
several foreign States regarding Persia, and will make ov us regarding. 
relations with friendly Powers for the strengthening friondshi 
unity, in accordance with the stipulations of sacred ‘Tre 
{jpen door for international commerce. Resgarding the loan 
Persian Government will observe without fault. the 
Which have been entered into reganling then. Tu onder to cammugeay edhe 
tie cna stipulated in, this nate, a copy: of it is being sent to the Repiecer 
the friendly States aceredited to this Court. 


principles 


La 
(Signed) 
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138682) No. 295. 
Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey—(Received November 25.) 


ee Tehran, Nocenber 8, 190. 
st. jiderati y observations on the possibility 
VENTURE to offer, for your consideration, a few observations on the poss 
of Gae obtaining a financial footing in ee ee in SoM Oa pu ths 

jorl y Sit-A, Nicolson, in his Excelleney’s telegram No, 223 of 2 ber, 
TR Commer GieaheniANt Ns tocoming tae Uys catablisterent ot ue ic talked of 
x Ba of such a bank was at first started by a small group of Persians, sho, 
by playing im. the mtional sanity, hoped to get control of a eonsiderable dnaneal 
¢stablshnient which they could use to ther ovn interest, he iden, Honeres, capt 
the popular mind, whieh ns conte to Took upon it as n fetish and a specie forall Pers 
internal troubles, and has made is establishment a matter of amourpropre. Bats 
probably not oectreed in the people yet that, if the bank i started on German expitsl 
iC sl sho he worked by a German Manager, and in German interests, and when that i 
horne in on the minds of the public, 1 do not think that the: Assembly mou Ny on a a 
Aece the offer should it ver be male. “Whey would soon realize that the Dank, was 
ly in tiamuc, and was ust as much a foreign io as the Imperial Bat! 
of Persia oF the * Banque de Préts, A = 
Se eareiet onto tears Ole posi tials Renee Government cou fd 
the required guarantes in the balnnce of the customs revenues from the southern ports 
after the payinent of the interest and sinking fond ofthe Brish Loan of 1009-4, Thin 
Ulance atnounts to something between 160,000), and 180,000, whieh would sulce for 
the service of a loan of some 3,000,000/, at 5 per cent, tater ye im a i ane 
amount requted to sagt the bank, as 1 yas jnformed by Naser-ulMulk. But for th 
neat two years Petia is debaered by its Agreement with Russa from contracting any 
foreign Ian without ler consent, and although Russia nade no opposition to our Toa, 
itis estan that she woul do so in this case. he argument might be advanced hat 
Ue German enptal vas advanced to a private bank, and not to the Government but 
X veituro to think thatthe point would he untenable, considering tht the Nation 
Hank, ys Chater, io be the State Bank ad that the security for the infer 
¢ t cl given by the Government. t . 
tee ious aan corer operation the materi band Unt i x yosble tha as 
«politcal speculation it may tempt Germany, But even so se would probably require 
‘iin eosiderations forthe risk incure and these wou probably take the form, 
of the transfor to. German subjects of some of the numerous Concessions 
course the most promising, rexerved to the National Bank do not believe 
ttorelgn fechng in rege o Concessions i Persia is likely to abate for some Gin 
su he Persian Government vould require some quid pro quo before they could, over 
tonue dhe opposition of the Assembly, ‘his might be found in. German nediaton in 
Pueo:Pornan frontier dipute, i am of eontso unable to judge whether German 
ico at Constantinople is strong enough to bring about a settleme 
«question satisfactory to Pern ty as the ibe would be Keats hat the 
suspick Porai Md atisfied with mere promises, but | fi 
RIESE CRS lie AC MrESIA ELGK OMIA ote seal aerablase HSE Ag THRE 
in German hands, 
Lhave, &e. a 
(Signed) | CHARLES M. MARLING. 





No, 206. 
[Nig 





(38716) Serer: 


Sir'A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 25.) 
aes St. Petersburgh, Novenber 13, 1907. 
* M, BOMPARD, who bas just returned here from leave of absence, told me that 
when iy Paris M. Pichon had reouested him to receive M, Bizot, the Financial Adviser 


designate for Persia. M. Vizot had consequently paid him a long visit, and he had 
taken advantage of this opportunity of impressing on that gentleman that ho must in 
all matters do what vas possible to support the recently-concluded Anglo-Russian 
Convention, and be careful to consult both the British and Russian Logations in all 
questions of importance, M. Bompard hind further explained to M, Bizot that it might 
de advisable if he were not to appear too ostensibly as the amicus curia of the. two 
Legations, as this might injure his position with the Persians, but he could doubtless 
find means to iin intimate and close relations with the two Representatives 
without attracting public attention. He had also told M. Bizot that he must leave the 
question of the establishment of a National Bank severely alone, as it was not desired 
that an institution should be formed which would. hamper or compete with the action of 
the Russian, and British Banks, 

1 told M. Bompard that his observations to M. Bizot seemed in general to be 
Jndicions, but that “the Russian and British Governments had now decided to raise. no 
objeotions to mention being made in M, Bizot’s Contract of the establishment of a 
National Bank, ‘There was some fear that the Persian Government would. raise 
dilteulties to accepting the Contract if the National Bank were ignored, and. thoy 
might procure the services of some other adviser, who would assist in the institution ef 
that establishment. If a National Bank had to be formed, and it appoured to be a 
point on which the Persians had set their hearts, both Governments would prefer that 
t should be launched into existence under the auspices of a French Financial Adviser 
rather than under those of a financier of some other nationality. believed that. the 
French Minister ad therefore inserted in the Contract some clause recording that 
amongst the functions of the Adviser would be the assistance he should render to. the 
formation of the National Bank. 1 was not aware of the position in which this Contract 
actually was at the present moment, 

M. Bompard said that when he had left Paris a few days previously the French 
Government were without any information as to the terms of tle Contract, ‘The Froneh 
Minister had telegraphed to say that he had arranged matters with the British and 
Russian Representatives, but had given no indication what. were the provisions of the 
Contract. M. de la Martindre had now been instructed to arrange with the Persian 
Government that instructions and the necessary authority should be sent to the Persian 
Minister in Paris to enable the latter to sign the Contract in Paris, 

{ stid that 1 trusted that the matter would soon be settled, and that M. Bizot 
‘ould be enabled shortly ty take up his new post, ‘There was alivays the possibility that 
the Assembly, sho scemed to have usurped many of the fanetions of the Government, 
might change its mind aud insist upon some other arrangements being made 

. Thiavo, &e. 
od) A, NICOLSON, 





[38717] No. 208, 


Ain A, Nicolson to Sir Edveard Grey.—-(Received November 25.) 


568.) 


“1 Nquin 
the Memoranda 


ir, 


ould give me a reply to 
few days ago in regard to the 
st ng at the meetings of the aren. 
Fersian Frontier Commission. My Government, added, would he sad. to aseortata 
the views of the Russian Governnient with as little delay as wis conventent, 

Al. Goubsstof sent for the “Chef do Section” in whose department. such 
Questions are dealt with, and M. Neratoff informed me that, hefore replying to the 
Memorandum, the Ministry was desirous of heating from AL, Zinoviell I § views as to, 
{iether a proposal that the Consuls should assist at the meetines would li likely to 
be favourably entertained by the Sublime Porte 

1 told AL. Goubastoff and M. Neratoff that tlie Russian and British Reprosenta- 

# Teliran were apparently very anxious that the Consuls should take part in the 
ings: firstly, because the’ Persian Government were convinced that the Commi. 
sion would lead to 10 results without the Consular assistance ; and, secondly, because 
ents did not approach the Sublime Porte on the subject, the 

nment W imagine that they took but an indifferent interest in the 

it thireby feel disappointed oraffronted, and be ill-disposed to assisting 


the exceution of certain details of the Anglo-Russian Convention, ‘Uhat was, 
(1549) 3G 
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el id ic the 
in a fow words the point of view at Tehran. | On the other band, T beloved that the 
two Ambassadors were of opinion that an application to the Sublime een 
rohably: mect with a refusal, and that this would weaken our position when, later on, 
EAE Is ‘compelled to make a formal and positive demand oe eine iartsipatite 
in tho labours of delimiting the frontier. 1 gathorol further thatthe Ambassalor 
of ive the Commission a chance, and if a fa ; e then 
Perea ti Be cnitoniably good grounds for iosisting porlaps on Russian and rita 
ee i considered that. there was some force in the 
‘lerstood that my Government considered ere as some fore in th 
ens Otis A baievors ent set x wero simus of Ieming the opinion of the 
sian Government before finally deeidin 
Muse Goutartall said 1 should receive. @ reply as soon se be. tad heard from 
M, Zinovielf, THe said that M. de Hartwig had seen the Persian Commissione 
the departure of the latter from ‘Tehran, and that he had found the Comm 
erfectly ignorant of the frontior question wud quite unacquainted. w y the ABC 
Bf the mation, A. do Hartwig had spent two hours endeavouring to give the Commis: 
0 outline ofthe subject in regard to whieh he would ave to treat but he wa 
ATeatd hat lg was most inadequately equipped to act as n negotiator with the ‘Turkish 
Oc 











































I have, &e. 
(Signed) ‘A. NICOLSON. 





















(38718) No, 299. 


Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 25.) 










St. Petersburgh, November 13, mae 

Shali had, subsequent to the 

STORE told mo yesterday that: the S il 
rigont i PE TMA Seo Ten Vale Legation for an immediate advance 
Mt monet ovineed no further interest in the matter, Although fonds were old 
‘ sale is B he ys of Oriental monarchs wer es 
disposal, His Ex the ways of Oriental n netimes 































Pal 
appl 






‘ation. 
Lasko 


¥y in othier quarters, 
proceeded 









- Gouhastolf iP the Shah hn hoon able to procure money in oth 
and he rept ta is ad no information on the subject, His Bxcueney 
Uo say thatthe ropor hat Mess, Monel wore sending an agent to Tehran vag 
without any foundation, and that thi M Sibson nea ea 
soe seca utr ts fo opentngs or Geemgn trade L CoH Me Gout that tal 
wean in tho papers an account of an interview which M, Gutmann bad accorded toa 
Maospondentof tho." LokaleAnzeiger,” In which the former had stated that the 

Hetiananrelbatunta Hurope was such as would preclude any financial 
diyont 0s ay country ia, and it seemed to me that this was of advant i 
we aut oxclute ang immeliate likeliNon of Gernany undertaking any financial 
iets fat ehran, [t was most desirable that the question of the appointment o| 
she Tree Financial Adviser should wot he nay delayed, ‘ 
nied) ‘A, NICOLSON 
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{38719} No, 300. 


Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Kaward Grey—(Received November 25.) 





Nene poucentl) Si, Peeraargh, November 14, 1907. 
broad, and had some 
SALLED on MM, Isvolsky yesterday on his return from abroad, 
Serta ChitpI tin on atalnta gence HD oe EO es 
ituation in Persia was likely to cause some trouble, and fie asked mie what w 
HER nurtititude eoeeertnan eet to form any opinion as to the 
probable iasue of the present imbroglio, as tho situation appeuted to change every 
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forty-eight hours. At one time there were rumours of plots against the Shah and as to 
the danger of his position; and shortly afterwards His Majesty appeared to have 
‘<stablished friendly relations with the Assembly, while the press published inflammatory 
articles against foreigners. It was clear that there was a most troubled condition of 
affairs in Persia, closely resembling a state of anarchy. It seemed to me that, in these 








circumstances, the wisest course would be to wait and waieh events, and to avoid any 
interference in internal affairs 

M. Isvolsky remarked that there was also the question of the ‘Turco-Persian 
frontier, and Ne thought that this was a difficult probleni, as if the Russian and British 





ernments made no, serious efforts to procure the withdrawal of the Ottoman troops 
from Persian territory it might appear to the Persians that the integrity of their eountry 
was not in reality a matter of great interest to the two Powers, although it had heen 
formally mentioned in the Convention, 

"replied that this might doubtless be the case, and I believed that my Government 
were quite alive t» the necessity of intervening seriously in the question, but there. was 
some doubt whether the present moment was a favourable one, ‘The two Ambassadors 
gt Constantinople considered that the time had not yet urrived for appronching the 
Sublime Porte, and my Government were awaiting the views of the Russian Government 
on the subject, His Bxcelleney said that he expected to hear from M. Zinoviell very 
shortly, and would let me know as soon as possible the opinion of the Russian Govern 
ment, ‘The Sublime Porte might refuse to admit even the presence of the Consuls at 
{he meetings of the Commission, and what then? Isaid thal, in my opinion, it might 
be well to first allow the Commission an opportunity of dealing with the frontier, the 

sults would in all probability be nil, and then the two Governments might demand that 
Delegates from both Powers stiould assist in demarenting a frontier, It could hardly be 
admitted that if suel a demand were made that: the two Governments should aecopt a 
relusal, and the matter would have to be seen through, But | could not imagine that a 
combined request from Russia and Great Britain could be refused by the Porte. - Lt 
would be strange were such to be the case. However, these were only my personal 
Views, and it was a matter outside of my provinee, 

M. Ksvolsky turned to other subjects, and said that, he had been highly gralilied 
with Ue gracious reception accorded to him by the King, and he had hinten. most 
interesting and instructive conversation with’ His Majesty. He hud also hed 

ies of conversing with Baron d’Achrenthal, and of course their interviews had 
en largely occupied with Macedonia, He himself had not heen in favour of the 
tote in respect to Macedonia, as he did not anticipate that it would lead to. any 
saiafactory results and he thought that his doubts had een justified, as the activity 
of the bands seemed to be in no wise diminished, ‘The project for judicial reforms wis 
being discussed by the Ambassadors, and the next step would be to present it to the 
Porte, who would probably mect it with « point-blank rofusal, Tt’ would then be 
necessary to decide on the course to be followed, 

His Excellency then passed to the Anglo-Russian Convention, and remarked that 
tie had been pleased to observe tut, on the whole, it had beeu very favourably reecived 
by ie press of both countries. ‘There were one or two discordant. notes, but. the 
reception had been far better than tie had anticipated, “Ttis, however, impossible to 
deny,” he continued, “that the Convention is by no means weleome to Germany, and 
he must both expect to see her cause us trouble.” 1 inquired if he alluded to Persia, 
“Not only in. Persia,” he replied, “but everywhere. Prince Billow gavo me positive 
Afeurances at Swineminde that Germany would assist Russia and Austria as regards 
Macedonia, but as soon as the German Government were in possession of the draft 
project of judicial reforms they communicated it to the Sublime Porte, his does not 
ook like friendly co-operation, have good information that the German Government 
took this course, and Baron d'Achrenthal was also similarly informed, and, though he iy 
‘lore German than the Germans, he was much vexed and displeased,” "As to Persia, 
M, Isvolsky inquired what, in my opinion, would be the form that German activity: woul 
take in that country. J said that, owing to the financial crisis throughout Europe, 1 
doubted if Germany would be ina position to develop much activity in the financial 
direction, and if' we could secure shortly the appointment of the French Minuneial 
Adviser, we might te able to block, in great mensure, the expansion of her influence 
in the ‘finances of Pei But it was possible that owing to her influence at 
Constantinople Germany might be able to’ render Persia services in respect to. the 
frontier question, and this would give her a good position at ‘Tehran, 

M_ Isvolsky said that M. Stemrich, the late Minister at Tehran, was now appointed 
UnderSeeretary at Berlin, an would be able to assist in directing a Persian poliey 
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ive poliey. He added that he had 
Ye must both be prepared for an active poliey. le 
Ae We Beles at Munich, and’had found him. much pleased, but a ite oppressed, 
at his new appointment, He considered that M, de Selon had no an ery tan: ford 
im, as had not only fo deal with Prince Bilov, but in the background was Md 
Hole who, though nominally retired, was still apparently in the confidence. and in 
intimate daily relations with the Chancellor, a 
seta aaa orb ati til caceseetivel festated wih is vst to Davis, anda 
ei i i i 04 ho had asst him Fran 
¢ interesting ennversitions with M. Clemenceau, who had assured Bim that Francs 
CHEN Her vsiiey inelloroceolen sito reivoiries to no international difficulties, and 
that she would keep as closely as possible to the Algeciras Act. Senne 
In regan to, interal alla M, Tsvlsky said that he antiipnted chat M, Stolypin 
woul Have consierable trouble with the Extreme Right who, thovgl per aa 
crcally very strovg in tie Duma, were powerful ontside anu! find i support 
ea a ese ea 
Neen indo to remore M. Stolypin. from oe, and that “Tes grands opens” al We 
ployed to enable him to retain his position, ‘There were signs see 
SN UResranevelssni tora acerely iuateatCnBenEHey ould be defeated, Tt mas fir 
(0 wily to predict how the Dams would act or what would be the development of the 
Hn erctlTtelaue Ret ce hours in St, Petersburgh and had seen 
but very few people sad was consequently unable to forman opinion, a 
wae Teoee aeiuen bed beancaclnyel same. days owing to'w savers tudispaition 


Bul he nas Fooking well and realy for work, Hle has not yet saan the Emperor 
(Signed) A. NICOLSON. 





(88722) No. 301, 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Giey.—(Received November 25.) 
(No. 574.) ren 
a most an: 
and that he Tad 
sible to hasten 


phed fo the Kussiaw Rt sible to aaa 


F the «ile trusted that His Majests's Go 
ake similar action, Tsaid that L would telegraph to you on the subject. 
Reet eu pave na tele ceeceath 
Which it was proposed to furnish M. Bizot, but that hitherfo Ke liad been unable to 

iznee of them, He thousht thiat it \ 


would pret t should be gui 
the discharee of his duties, ‘he Persian 
draft contract, and no time s 


(Sigued) aA. NICOLSON. 





(88724) No, 802. 


Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 25.) 


M 
to the frontier ditt 
‘omable issu, 
nnelves presumably Per 
secmied disposed, if not t ‘ion, at least to offer « very faint opposition 
Tf was extromely doubt 
proposals from the Russ Bsa rae 
Dasa ioaveah qual favours ae CouRanttagtTe at Tehran: were, 
it that the two Gove s| i , while 
bassiilors ait Constantinople advised patie 
informed tlat rumours were about that Tussia 
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Tarks in Hieir aggressive action, while the Persian Government would consider eithor 
that the two Governments were indifferent to Porsian interests or were powerless to 
fake any action in favour of those interests. In either ease the reputation of the 
two Governments would suffer, and the Persian Government might turn to some other 
Power who would be more useful and more active on their behalf, 

I told his Excellency that we were still awaiting the views of tle Russian Govern: 
ment in regard fo the attendance of the Consular Representatives at the sittings of the 
Frontier Commission, and I asked him if he had yet heard from M. Zinoviell, [Tis 
Excellency replied in the negative, I asked what his opinion was, He said that 
he had really none to give, as the dilemma in whieh we were placed seemed w most 

icult one. 

T think that his Excellency would be glad of some suggestion which would offer 
some prospect of a satisfactory solution being found, though T confess that T was at & 
loss to offer one, 

3 Thave, &. 
(Signed) A, NICOLSON. 





(88756) No, 303, 


Sir N. O'Conor to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 25.) 
(No. 698.) 
Sir, Constantinople, November 18, 1907. 
AVELIL reference to Mr. Marling’s telegram No, 329 of the 5th instant, | have 
the honour to report that the Persian Ambassador informed Mr. Fitzmaurice’ on the 
22th instant, in the course of conversation, that he. was not making any ropresonta- 

fo the Porte pending the arrival of the Persian Commissioner, tliat ho did not 
think that the latter and his Turkish eolleague wero at all likely to find any basis of 
discussion, much less agreement, and that hie was moro than doubtful whether any 
attempt of the Consuls to assist the Commission “i voix consultative” would lend. ty 
any tangible results, 

T haye, &e, 
(Signed) N. R, O'CONOR. 





[38762] No. 804, 


Sir N. O'Conor to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 26.) 
(No. 704.) 
Sir, 
WITH reference to my telegram No, 155 of 
the Turco-Persian frontier dispute, [have the 
of the situation as it appears to me 


{the Turkish Commission is still waiting on the frontier for the arrival of the 
Persian Commissioner. As soon as he arrives negotiations will begin, ‘Cahir Pasha 
That thee pull argue that the grenter part of the disputed districts belongs to. ‘Purkey, 
that the Persian Government have never established effective jurisdiction, tine thy 
consequent state of anarchy is unbearable, that the Ottoman Government cannot allow. 
Suynis to be oppressed by Shiabis, and that Dervish Pasha's map, although not official, 
is strong evidence in their favour, which must be taken into consideration, 

Neither the Porte nor the Persian Embassy iss yet. heard of the arrival of the 
Persian Commissioner, but in any ease it is unli the Joint Commission will 
agree, and most probably the question will have to be ro 
Governments, and the time may then be at land for eon 
method of mediation, ‘The approach of winter will 1 
movement on the part af the Ottoman troops, sau) 
parts to be concentrated on the front 
Moreover, apart from t irs in the Bitlis and Van Vilayets is so 
disturbed in consequence of the attitude of the Kurds aud the general searcity and 


[1549] aa 


z the expediency and 
stay any forward 
as there aré in those 
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suffering that Tahir Pasha, who is still Vali of Bitlis, will probably not be able to 








~ The local Turks are greatly perturbed by tho Anglo-Russian entente, as they think 
















































ir Pasha, aie alt it will greatly stre Russia in these parts, while England will only look on, and 
prolong the negotiations with the belated Persian Connie i EA oane tye ese pa hile England will only look on, an 
Signed N. R. O'CONOR, __ Ihave, &e, 
(Giese), NDAD Signed)” B. DICKSON, Captuin, 
[38931] 
[88763] A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 25.) 
Sin N. O'Conor to Sir Baward Grev.—(Rectived Nocember 25.) (No. 248.) 
Sir, O'Conor to Sir Bawnrd Grey. —(R di aitae (Telegraphic. P. St. Petersurgh, November 25, 1907. 
Qo. 705, cacesiausleareeatee at othT REFERRING to your telegram No, 321 of the 19th instant: ‘Turco-Persian 
sin a Lenlantnople, Noveber 20, 1807. Trontiee’ 
THA Wis Yio) ionoute to forward) Horewith a cleatoh from His Majesty View ‘o suggest to Porte that the Consuls should assist at meetings of Commission 
Consul at Van, 1 ng on the HL sitniation in that Lhceiee would, Russian Government agree, be inopportune, Russian Government, would 
(Signed) “NR. CONOR. propose that instructions should be sent to the Representatives at, Tehran to inform 





Inclosure in No, 805, 


Vier-Consul Dickson to Sir N. O' Conor, 





Aw faras Lean gather 
rian Comm mn. 

Lam informed that the appropriated count 
tants having Med to Uris, while. Shukri 
Deen instal a Raum of thi rein ; 

‘Phere. lias: he ‘umount of sheep-otealing 4c oi 
specially in tho Shattakl district, so muuch so that it has interfered with the sheep 
trade between here and \leppo. n Shattakh aud Catchet, a village near Shattakh, 
shoop were raided on two separate o¢ h ‘Fedai in that local 
the Kurds, recovering the sheep aud pui Kurds, 1 also. hea 

1, with the Nostorinns of iavi, id on the UH 
oy, capturing 100 rifles and sonie 4,000 sheep, ‘Thore 
but the Acting Vali tells me he will send to Mar Shinn for oe 
ordering the loot to be given up, failings which he will probably seul troops to Tis 
the spring, As these sume Kurds stole some 1,800 sheep from the Nestorians last 





they are now at Basbkala, waiting for the arrival of the 





y is now perfectly qui 
the nephew of ‘Tabi 





nost of the 
Pasha, has 








on in the vilayet lately, 















































year, wo killing four mon, 1 proposed that the Go 
Dorceutage of the slicep stolon to the Kurds, take a percentage the 
the Nestorians to retain a percentage of what. was originally theirs what ho 





told ing, hie may possibly do th 
allow. ttoops too into 
information on tl 
representations at Constantinople. 

‘he *Wedai” at Van have heen fighting 
killed in a brawl the other night, otherwise they: have 
aro very prowl of their achiovement in assassinatin ol a 
rumour liere, however, that the Mushir Zekhi Pasha had a hand in his murder, fearing, 

the ear of the Sultan an compromise him. . 
able misery in Van this winter, owing to 
stance, the code 
and. last year cost 30 pinstres, this year 
ing the winter. ‘The 
nd the eost of living, 





In any case 1 think it would be a very bad thing to 
ito punish the Nestorians, and when I have more 
subject I will let you know if it might be necessary to 














Huong ther 
bes 


Ives lately, aud three were 
vary aie Of » they 


















costs 59 piastre robatl 
prices of otlier things lhave risen 
is now terribly high, while the people 





iy the sume proport 
re mich poo 





ersian Government that, as Commission is just going to meet, it is necessary, before 
taking any further steps, to await its results, and that it is’ also essontial that the 
Persian Commissioner should arrive as soon as possible on the frontier. Persia will, 
Russian Government consider, lose nothing by above procedure being adopted, a 
Approach of winter will prevent Ottoman troops from continuing their advance into 
Persian territory, 

In communication to Bersian Government, Russian Goverment would prefer to 
say nothing as to Porte probably refusing to permit. participation in Commission of 
Biitish and Russian Commissioners, 


M. de Hartwig will bo immediately authorized to act in the above sense if Tis 
Majesty’s Government agree. 

















(38956) No, 807. 


India Office to Foreign Office.-—(Received November 26.) 


TILE Under-Secretary of State for India pres 
Scorctary of State for Forvign Aiftirs, and, by ditwotion of Mr. Seoretary More 
forwards herewith, for the information of the of State, copy of a telegram 10 
the Viceroy, dated the 22nd instant, relative to the Aiiwaz Consular guard, 

India Office, November 25, 1907. 


Tnelosure in No, 307. 












mpliments to the Under 











Mr. Morley to the Government of India, 


Dy, 2; India Office, November 22, 1907, 
Please see your telogram of the 11th instant, 

Immediate dispatch to Ahwaz of a guard as proposed, consisting of twenty men, 
of whom eight to be mounted, with two British officers, is requested by: the Poin 
Office. Instructions should be issued accordingly. Six months, it is understood, is to 
be the limit of the stay of guard at Awaz. 











[39037] No. 308, 


Sir N, O'Conor to Sir Edieard Grey—(Received November 26.) 
(No. 157, 
(Telegraphic.) P. Constantinople, November 26, 1907. 

T HAVE sent a telegram to Mr. Wratislaw, for his guidance, as follows! — 

“ (No. 12) 

“Tf Urumia is the mecting place of the Commission, the ‘Turks will haye an 
opportunity of consolidating their position under the pretext of maintaining their 
communications. Tt would seem, therefore, desirable that the meeting place stoi 
be fixed at Bashkaleh or as far west as possible, 
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AN lo. whet you can unofficially, while avoiding any action which 
Tau erosion of aur good offices hy the ‘Turkish Commission, to get 
rly 1 to afford an opportunity for the Sublime Porte 
we to bear on the Palace, particularly with regard to their contentions 
i Pasha's nd their consequent territorial pretensions. 
nformed by the Porte that the Persian Commissioner ha 
(rumia.” 





{88931} No, 309. 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling. 
No. 184, aay. 
‘a apy P. Foreign Office, November 20, 1907. 
DISPUME respecting ureo-Persian boundary. 3 : 
T authorize you to concert with your Russian colleague in making communication 
to Persian Government (sce Sir A, Nicolson’s telegram to me of yesterday), 





(39087) No. 310. 
Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling, 


P, Foreign Office, November 26, 1907. 
iE rospeoting ‘Turco-Persian boundary. Please refer to Sir N. O'Conor's 
telegram No, 157. 
You sliould invite your Russian colleague to co-operate with you, and make 
roprosentations fo Persian Government that it would not he advisable that meeti 
place of Commission should be Urumin, 1 share in this vievw 





(39072) No. BL, 
India Office to Foreign Office-—(Received November 27.) 


‘NHB Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Seoretiry, of State for Koreizn Aifiirs, and, by direction of Mr, Secretary Morley, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of inclosui 
in a lotter from’ the Foreign Secretary to the Government of India, dated the 
7th November, relative to the cancellation of the Abu Musa Red Oxide Concession, 


India Office, November 26, 1907, 


Inclosure 1 in No. 811. 
jeutenant Gabriel to Government of India. 


Confidential.) Bunder Abbas, October 25, 1907. 
IN amplification of my telegrams dispatched on the 30th September, the 12th aud 
28rd October, Have the honour to submit my detailed report on the proceedings in 
connee! the expulsion h of Shargah of the representative and 
worknien of Haji Hassan-bin-Ali Samaiyeh trom Aba Musa. Before dealing with the 
events subsequent to the receipt by the concessionaire of the Sheikh’s notice, 1 
propose to offer « brie! explanation of the delay in the issue of the notice which 
led to my visiting Lingah on the Ist October, and the subsequently protracted 
proceediny "4 
Acting on instructions received from Bushire on the 28rd September, [dispatched 
jal hoat the necessary instructions for the Residouey Agent, Shargah, t 
With tiie draft notice to be addressed by Sheikh Sagar (o Hassan. 
His Majesty's: ship * Lapwing” (Vat Bunder Abbas on the 24th September, and 
after waiting here for six days, Coramander Gouldsmith informed me that, owing to the 
necessity of constantly condensing water, his coal supply had dwindled to an extent which 
A considered to be quite inadequate for the probable steaming requirements, In these 


circumstances I decided to visit Lingah, and, having ascertained that the notice had. not 

then been served, to request Commander Gonldsmith to complete with coal at Muscat 

and return to Bassidu as quickly as possible. T took advantaze of the visit to Lingah 

to instruct the Residency Agent regarding the verbal communication to be. delivered 

by him to the concessionnaire. His Majesty’s ship “Lapwing” returned to Bassida on 

the 6th October, and on the 7th T'deemed it advisable to proceed to the pirate coast 

in order to aseertain the cause of the delay, As already reported, I eventually: located 

Sheikh Sagar and the Residency Axent ‘at Rasal-Kbiima, and there heard that the 

notice had heen duly dispatched to Lingah on the previous day. After persuading 

the Sheikh as to the necessity of hi ascertaining the exact number of the con- 

cessionnaire’s men on A I returned to Bassidu, and news was received 
» Lingah, of the delivery of the notice to the 

coneessionnaire at noon on the 10th October, i.e, seventeen days after its dispateh 

from Bunder Abbas. 

On arrival at Shargah on the ever 

Agent informed me that th 

the number of men on the 

of d 


suller for the action now about to he taken, replied that 1 would not 
form Government of his expressed fears, but reminded him that he had already, 
nths previously, warned Hassin-bin-Ali_ of the termination of the Concession, 
and that the monopoly’ nckhavs was arranged without reference to 
Bsa-bin-Abdul Latif, the joint conc 


mpanied by the Resideney Agent, ealled 

hy was manifestly ill at ease, the cause of 
Which was evident later, when he informed me that one of the concessionnaires, Adbulli- 
bin-Hassan, had arrived in Shargal and lad handed hima letter (copy inclosed here 


from Messrs. Wonekliaus’ Lingah agent, He asked what reply, he should send, and 
what he should say to Abdulla-bin-Hassan, who was constantly worrying him, L advised 
him not to reply to the Germans’ letter, and to tell Abdulla that he bad only issued the 
oticw after eareful consideration, and that he intended that it should he fully obeyed, 
the Sheikls appeared to apprehend that the letter was written ab the instance of the 
an Government, I saw fit to disabuse him and to point out tal it was written 
man merchant only. Sheikh Saar then asked what hie should do. as regards the 
oxiile lying on the beach in the event of a German ship arriving at_Abu Musa, as he 
feared that his guard might shoot some one, should the ship persist in londing. "Being 
uncerlain of Government's. views ax regards allowing Messrs, Wonekhans to complete 
any existing orders they may have for oxide, | avoided giving a direct reply, anerely 
remarking that with the expulsion of the labourers from the island a ship’ could not 
very weil load, but that in any case mealied for violence on the part of the suard 
should he avoided in the absence of any attempt to reoceupy the oxide Colony, which 
latter contingency should be carefully guarded against by leaving a force of ab least 
thirty men there for a month or six wee ie Sheikh acquiesced, and added that he 
would be careful to refer to Bushire should he receive further communications from the 
German firm 

5. Hearing that Twas at the British Agency on the morning of the 19th, Sheikh 
Sagar, with his uncle, Salim-bin-Sultan, aznin called on me. ‘The Sheikh appears to 
place much reliance on the sagacity and matured wisdom of his aged relative, and 
seemed anxious to engage him in conversation with me, in order to extract some sort 
of promise of support in the event of his action at Abu Musa involving him in diffe 
culties ; but, being aware of his evident intention, [way careful not to commit, myself to, 
any compromising statement, 

6. J returned the Sheikh's visit at his house on the evening of the 19th Octod 
and told him that I regretted not to have observed any preparations for the dispatch of 
his force. [reminded him that only eighteen hours femainied ere the period stated in 
the notice would:expire, and that, as it was, it would only he possible for his dhows to 
reach the island in time by. bein most of the way by His Majesty's ship 
“Lapwin ently: inspired by fear instilled by Abdulla-bineHassan, who L was 
told Jad heen worrying the Sheikh all day, the Sheikh secnied inclined to hold back, 

[1549] at 
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and suggested waiting a few days in the hope that he could come to an understanding 
with the concessionnaire. Upon this I advised him to act fully up to his notice, and 
urged that h asuires at this stage would be worse than useless, I reminded. him 
that, but for Government's action a few years ago, he would have lost Abu Musa 
altogether, and that in the present ease he had asked Government’s advice as to 
how to. proceed, and had acted upon it to a point where to draw back would in all 
probability materially weaken his hold on the island. At the same time I told him 
that, having tendered him this advice, I must ask him to say. at once whether he 

tended to abide by it or not, as in the latter eventuality His Majesty’s ship could not 
delay longer, and it would simply remain for me to inform Government that he was 
uot desirous of procceding further, ‘The Sheikh then said that he would go through 
With the business, and would at once prepare the force for dispateh, and would refuse to 
see Abdulla-bin-Hassan again, ‘The latter, seeing that the Sheikh was at Jast firm, left 
for Debai the same evening. 

7. ‘The Lapwing” sailed for Abu Musa at daybreak on the 20th October and towed 
the Sheikl’s four buggalons and two hired boats for the transyort of the oxide labourers 
to within 4 miles of the island, Haying warned Abdulla-bin-Ahmed-bin-Sultan (the 

i's cousin, who was in charge of the armed force) against the use of unnecessary 
Violence, | proceeded to the concessionnaire’s encampment, and while warning Ahmed- 
in-Ali Sumaiych (the concessionnaire’s brother and local representative) of the appr 
of the force, told him that he had nothing to fear provided he at once obeyed the Sheil 
orders. ‘The armed party then landed at different points on the island and surrounded 
the camp, ‘Phe eonces 's representative and workmen were cowed and at once 

wented to leave, 
vent heavy sea prevailing, immediate 
arkation was impossibl inder of the day and the greater part of 

Ist the were employed in packing up and collecting the mining property on 
the bench, stor showed no signs of abating, on the moming of the 22nd. 1 
‘wlvised the Sheikh's men to embark and dispatch’ the coolies and their families, 
100 souils in all, ab a sheltered spot on the further side of the island. This was done 
and by 4 pa all were on board and the camp exacuated, 

‘einploying themselves in pulling down the mat huts, some twenty-six in number, 
two buggalows, with the workmen and their effects, together with Al 
Sumaiyeh, left for Lingah at S 1st. 

9, Want of additional buggalows prevented the immediate dispatch to Lingah of 
the greater part of the concessionnaire’s mi and these were. therefore 
collected and placed on the beach ready for dispateh at the first opportunity. ‘They 
comprise 4 bullock-carts and 1 heavy iron wagon, about 200 baskets for loading oxi 
togetlier vith 4 small barges for carrying oxide to the steamers, [should have de 
to have remained at Abu Musa pending the removal of this property, but to do so 
oul of the question, the Lapwing having ran short of provisions and stores of ever 
hind, In these circumstances, 1 dispatched Esa-bin-Abdul Latif, who had accompanied 
ine from Shargah, with instructions fo the Resideney Agent that he should advise the 
Sheikh to send two more buggalows for the transport of the remaining’ pro 
Having warned the Sheikl's representative not to allow any visitors to settle again in 
the oxide Colony, {lett the island on the morning of the 23rd October, and proceeded 
to Bunder Abbas, calling en route at Henjam to dispatch telegrams. 

10, ‘The fact that the ustial anchorage for steamersis in the immediate vieinity of the 
oxide Colony and that from this side of the island the Sheikh’ flagstalf is entirely hidden 

jupled with the importance of emphasizing the fact that the Sheikh has resumed 
full proprietary rights in the oxide quarries, led me to advise the Sheikh’s representative 
to fly the flag at & point in the Colony which is in tull view of approaching ships, He 
said” he would do go after receiving the Sheikh’s sanction, I trust my action has the 
approval of Government, 

LL, Adverting to the letter from Messrs, Woneklaus’ Lingah agent to Sheikh 
Sagar, L do not know how far the Government of India will be disposed to recognize 
Wonckhaus’ claim to the ownership of the oxide now lying on the beach, which I estimate 
as amounting to.some 500 tons, T yenture to think, however, that, even allowing them 
to base their claim on the terms of their iMegal contract with Hassan-bin-.Ali Samaiyeh, 
they would have some difficulty in substantiating it, while the claim to the mines and 
the Concession for them as Security for advances paid cau scarcely be considered 
seriously, In view, hovever, of the threat contained in the Germans’ letter to send 

ich to protect * their property,” L desire to repeat here the recommendation made in 
iny telegram of the 28nl October us to the advisability of sending a gun-boat to Abu 
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Musa again as soon as possible, pending the removal of ‘the remaining property, and fu 


the purpose of advising the Sheikh’s representativ a 
arriving and persisting in loading with oxides ss" ne Stent of & German ship 


_12. In conclusion, it remains for me to brin 
India, the ready assistance and hp afford 
is Majesty's ship Lapwing,” whose action in towing the aix dhows for the erente 
part of the way from Shargah to Abu Musa alone enabled the Sheikh’s fores to arrive 
promptly at the conclusion of the ten days’ grace, Hageseee are 


emit: Ghyg0P oF this leter is being forwarded to the Political Resident 


gto the notice of the Government of 
yy Lieutenant Commander Gouldsinith, of 


_——— 
Tnclosure 2 in No, 311, 


Messrs. Wonekhaus and Co, to Sheikh Sagar-bin-Khalid, 


Dear Sir, i 
its ~ Lingah, October 31, 1907, 
MESSRS. HAJI HASSAN-BIN-ALI SOMEY axp Go, inform ua le arate 


sent a notice requesting them to remove from Ab i 

: i ; bu Musa all coolies, carts «i 

implements, and to stop working the oxide mines, mee elas ois 
ou are aware that we have contracted with the above fi i 
ts eo irm a large quantity of 
ride for 4 number of years, and have paid over to thom very considerable advances, 
bea to inform you that the oxide lying on the seashore in Abu Musa is our property 
and that we consider the mines and the Concession for them as a sccurity for the 
races ald sou force Messrs. Haji HLasan-bineali Somey and Co to witht 
es and representative, we shail have to send over some tn ‘ : 
eran: ‘end over some men ourselves to protect 
We contracted for a quantity of oxide wi fioned fi i 

eted for « quantity € with the mentioned firm, knowing that their 
Heaschold is a “ond Jide one.” It would lie idle on your part to dispute this, as you 


Yourself were a partner to it in the beginning, and sok nel 
Toursell ginning, and sold your sha ihe 
he relative documents still exist, B Your'share to Hassan-bin-Ali, 


We therefore take the liberty to advi 


¥ : ise you to withdraw your neti i 
fom veaerele y iUidiaw your netice and abst 


Hference in the working of the oxide mines in Abu Musa, 
We aro, &e. 
(Per pro. Robert Wonckhaus and Co,), 
(Signed) HOMAS BROWN, 





(39125) No. 312, 


Mr. Marling to Sir Kdward Grey.—(Received November 27.) 
P: 

N feom Minister for Roreiga Affairs that Pi 

od to pillaye by ‘Turkish Sun 

districts, and that at Saoujboulak 


‘Tehran, November 27, 1907. 
ersian Sunni tribes are being 
vhoare moving towards Baneh from Suleimanich 
milar action is being taken. 





(38956) 


Racds Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson, 
(Telegraphic) 

i a vi ae unsettled aoe ne alle it Shire 
hat present Consular guard shall remain at both pluees after arriv al elie 
Util situation improves, Guard of twenty mea id ty olleges are be 
various camps of Oil Syndicate near Ahwaz for protection of Brisk eecy at) 
property, Khans having disclaimed respomibili, a uae 


P : : and. Persian Government, being 
Powerless to protect. You should inform Russian Goverment no Tnment bene 


Foreign Office, November 27, 1907, 
ind Tspaban, it has been’ arranged) 








[87855] 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir N, O'Conor. 

Gee Foreign Office, November 27, 1907. 
nee Yo. 68: @ 12th instant, in which you 
‘AV ed your despatch No. 638 of the 12th instant, in which yo 
cain : oni Eh Vice-Consul at Van on the military aspects 

of the Pureo. ier dispute, Ags a ‘ 

7 to request your Excellency to thank Captain Dickson for this report. 
Tannave hur. Exeelloney’s action in refusing to sanction Captain Dickson's 

proposal that he should visit Vazné, a 

(Signed) B, GREY. 





(39216) No. 315. 
Sir A. Nicolson lo Sir Bdirurd Grey.—(Received November 25.) 


Jen St. Petersburgh, November 28, 1907. 
‘RURGO-PERSTAN frontier, Referring to your telegram No, 184 of the 
26th Noyombe ~ 
see ee Morne bat Tavolsky that Mf de Hartwig has been instructed to. mal 
communication to Petsian Government in eoncert with Mx. Marling, 





(39214) No, 316, 
Mr, Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 28.) 


legraphie) P. Tehran, November 28, 1007. 

OU Wlezram No, 184 of the 26th instant resp ‘s furco-Pe sian front 

APA twig is of opinion that if we made cation in the sei 
vy 3 sii 
a i Las a yoluntary adinission that the action of the two cage 
Constantinople Ins failed to el thing. Lentialy agree as to bd 
would he produced, and L propose to say nothing more unless asked 
Goverment, toavliom [have verbally indicated more than once His Majesty's 
anont’s reasons for questioning the necessity for the Consuls hed 
eee Aa ton ae the-(wo, Govasnmeuls lah been communi il to Mr, Wrat 

In spite of urgent orders from ‘Pelian, Persian mer is loitering at 
Awtrees, Dut may arrive at U four or fiy 





(39225) No, 317. 


Mr, Marling to Sir Edward Grey —(Received November 28.) 


(Dele P. Tehran, November 28, 1907. 
IWARDS for Oil Syndicate emple 
pale ae nath Mit sauna that there should Te no isolated post 
Of Tess than twenty men 1 It remains to be decided 


favs, but unless his letter to Cox 
sil 1 is such improved, I -understand that much 
is necessary than protection agai fering. It would, therefore, seem to 
Do sanost imprudent to post at four plac jsolated parties, and I cannot believe, 
swith all de sto Cox’ opinion, tluit even for the duties he suggests six men at each 
‘of thy four places mentioned would b : 
Referouice is to my telegram No, 309 of today’s date, 





(39224) 316", 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 28,) 


(io, 350) 
‘elegraphic.) P. 4 Tehran, November 25, 1907, 
GUARD at Ahwaz. 


His Majesty's Consul-General at Bushire telegraphs as follows (No. 154, dated 
esterday) :-— 

“The situation has changed since two mon 
men (please refer to my telegram No. 76 of the 

© There is 4 distance of 40 miles betweon Maidan-i-Munaftun and Mamatain, whieh 
are the two chief centres of work at present. T understand that, MaidineieMunafiun 

ig about 1 inile from each other, with a workshop in betiveon, tho 

two, and also has a base 16 imiles away, at Batwand, and the two eaups that. form 

Mamatain are 2 miles apart, It seeins likely that the borings now proceeding, a the 

Y prove unprofitable, and be abandoned, ‘The guard would In that ease be 
transferred to the former, 

“Tan awaiting further news from Lorimer as to how lie thinks the gird should | 

buted, as his reports hitherto have not leon precise on this point, ‘They: app 

1 infantry would sufice, disposed in 

Maidan-iMunafiun, 

For purposes of escort, work between camps, 

F ft ‘Vhis would, T think, be 
reasonable provision, but if the Bakhtiaris became snore actively hostile. the sitwatio 

could only be dealt with by measures re nt scale, the adoption of 

which is apparently unlikely to recommond itself to ly's Government, Ifthe 

twenty men suggested by nthis ago have already started, Lorimer could 

on end the extra four inchided in this scheme forthe tine belus, until it his 

ecided whether Mamatain is to bo relinquished or not, 

1 learn from Lorimer’s ith instant, that the provisional 
guards are still a mere farce, thi il that, failing the 
provision of more adequat Hloyés will probably abscond, 

“Me to Ahwaz still yo on by post, aud there of the 
telegraph line being in working order for a considerable tie,” 


ths ago, when I recommended twenty 
8th Soptember from Shiraz), 


to indicate that a total of wight sowars and sixte 
bod 


8 of two sowars and four infantry at each locality. ( 
Batwand, Shardin, and) Mamatain), 


protection from petty. thefts, now frequent, and sentry go, 





(1519) 
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(39316) No. 318. 


Sir N, O'Conor to Sir Edward Grey—(Received November 29.) 


(No, 169.) 
(Lelegraphic.) P. Constantinople, November 29, 1907. 

FOLLOWING telegram received from Urumia, No. 28, dated the 28th instant :— 
rena, eferting to my last telegram, the Russian officer has left for Russia and 

ehran. 

“With reference to your telegram No, 12 of the 26th instant, respecting the 
meeting place of the Commission, the only convenient place affording decent accom- 
modation for the winter is Urumia, Bashkaleh is little more than a village, and the 
journey there in the middle of winter, as well as the return journey vefore May, 
would be extremely difficult, The ‘Turks will hardly wish to return if they come to 
this side to discuss the matter. Am I to leave the decision with the Commissioners 
or press them to agree to Bashkaleh ? 

“Your Excellency has been misinformed by the Porte respecting the arrival of 
the Russian Commissioner. He only arrived at Tabreez on the 24th instant, and has 
informed me through the British Vice-Consul that he will set out vid Soujboulak and 
Ushnu in a few days’ time, 


“T expect he will hardly arrive before ten days.” 
SS ee See 


[39305] No. 319. 


Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 29.) 
No, 261,) 
(iStegraphie) P . Petersburgh, November 29, 1907. 

PERSIA, Referring to your telegram No, 335 of the 27th November. 

I haye informed M. Isvolsky that at Ispahan and Shiraz it was intended to 
increase the Consular guards, and that measures had been taken to protect the Oil 
Syndicate's agents, His Excellency replied that the question of increasing the 
protection of Russian Consulates, &e., was being considered by him, 





[89815] No. 320. 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 29.) 


(No. 
(Uelegraphie,) P. St. Petersburgh, November 29, 1907, 
REFERRING to your telegram No. 185 to ‘Tehran of the 26th instant, and to 
Mr, Marling’s telegram No. 862 of the 29th instant: Turco-Persian frontier, 
s regards place of meeting of Commission, I have not spoken to M, Isvolsky, 
Srosoia out aves tntealscuniat ection alae GotHate tes 
L should be glad to know if you wish me to say an; 


139304) No. 321, 


Mr, Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 29.) 
(No, 362.) 
(Welegraphic.) P. Tehran, November 29, 1907. 
MEEVLING-PLACE of Turco-Persian Frontier Commission. 
‘Phere is, I presume, no question of expelling Turks by force applied locally, and 
is it in that case material how much they may consolidate their position there ? 
Russian Minister, who is without instructions, thinks that dangers anticipated in 
the last paragraph of Sir N, O'Conor's telegram of the 26th instant to Wratislaw are 
of little importance as compared with the delay inevitable if a discussion as to the 
place of meeting is now initiated by us, and that our credit here will be still further 
injured by such adelay. (See your telegram No. 185 of the 26th instant.) 





[1549] 3K 
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[39310] No. 322. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey—(Received November 29.) 
No, 868, 
T fe tie) P. Tehran, November 29, 1907. 

NILE Shiraz situation is somewhat hetter, but the Government is having difficulty 
in finding a new Governor, 

‘The ‘Tehran situation has again become threatening since my telegram No. 341 of 
the 13th instant. 

letter, written the day before yesterday to the Assembly by the Shah demanding 
the suppression of political Committees, was yesterday afternoon read at a private 
sitting of the Assembly. 

‘here is circumstantial evidence that. the Shah’s action is inspired by the notorious 
tool of the Russian Legation, Sanded Dowleh, 

The most prominent speakers, who also accused Russia of direct complicity, 
strongly asseverated this, and the Assembly expressed its unanimous conviction of the 
implacable hostility of the Shah, the activity of which the Prime Minister, who was 
present, could not deny. 

Ilis Excellency told mo on the 26th instant that he hiad proof that the Shah is 
trying to form a powerful bodyguard, and is encouraging ‘Turkoman raids. Serious 
trouble will result if the Shah, relying on this bodyguard, should attempt to suppress 
Committees, 

On account of disturbances during the night before last, when one man was 
Killed, bazaur was closed yesterday, 





(36777) No, 32: 
Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling. 
(No. 186.) 


(Polographie) B. Foreign Office, November 20, 1907. 
GUARDS af Ispalian, 


iu Otlice have requested Viceroy to send immediately the reliefs for the guard 
‘at Ispahan Consulate. 


In addition, the guard which is thero at present moment will be retained. 





(39225) No, 324, 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling. 
No, 187.) 


( 
(Celoxraphiv.) DP, Foreign Office, November 


ms Nos, 859 and 360 of the 28th instant on above 
subject, 

‘To seni an expeditionary foree, or any such thing, into Persia would be contrary 
to policy pursued hy us. 

You commend that we should send 100 men to Ahyaz, On military 
grounds, such a foreo would be too small to be justifiable, but it is sufflciently large 
for Russian Government and National Assembly at ‘Tehran to put a misconstruction 
‘on our intentions, 

It is another matter, however, to send two officers with twenty men (The 
demand when first made’ was for that number.) ‘These should be regarded as a 
substantial reinforcement to the twelye men which Captain Lorimer intended to uso 
at various places, including Batwand (see his despatch of the 14th September). 

As regards their use, he will be allowed to exercise his discretion respecting 
numbers and positions. 

From your telegram I gather that to protect all the camps would be a task too 
great for their numbers, 

In that ease the employés must assemble where protection can be afforded them, 

Tit is anticipated that the Bakhtiaris will make an attack of a serious nature, 
the officers, troops, and British employés should retreat to the river, avoiding an 
engagement 
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[39726] No, 325, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson, 
Wo. 410.) 


Sir, Foreign Office, November 20, 1907. 
TODAY, after asking me whether T had anything T wished to vay, as Mf 
Poklevsky was leaving for St. Petersburgh on Monday, Count Benckendorff remarked 
that matters in Persia scemed to be very disquicting, 

T said they were in a very bad state, and there were disorders all over the country, 
But there was, apparently, no anti-foreign fecling that called for interference; and a» 
Jong as this was 80, I thought it very much better not to interfere, and to sit still and 
wait till things came right. 

We were sending an officer and twenty men to prevent the employésat Mr, D’Avey's 
Oil Concession from being driven away and the work stopped, but this was near the 
coast, and the trouble atose from the attitude of the Bahktiari Kharis, and was a local 
affair, 

We hiad instructed our Chargé dA faires at Tehran to tell British subjects inthe 
interior that, if there was danger, they must withdraw to the coast: but so far it hind 
not seemed necessary for any of tiem to take this step. 

Count Benekendorit observed! that the state of Persia way a great difficulty in the 
way of the working of our Convention, It was time this was put in operation, For 
instance, the exchtinge of telegraphs should take place, 

I said it was no doubt difficult, in the present stato of confusion, to arrange this 
with the Persian Government; and we were waiting for a fayourablo’ opportunity for 
putting the matter forwand, 

With reference to the Turco-Persian frontier, I observed that both M, Zinovielt 
and Sit N. O'Conor hiad been strongly against: demanding that our Consuls should Lo 
admitted to the Turco-Persian Commission, on the ground that the Turks would reply 
that this was an nnwarranted interferenee before the Commission had had a chance of 
comin eoment, and that to put forward such a demand, to hiave it refused, 
and tl upon it would weaken the offect of any further steps we might 
think it necessary to take. 

ex would prevent any further movements of Turkish teogps, ‘hens vas, 
therefore, nothing to be lost for the moment; and there were other questions which 
might come to a head presently. 


he state of Armenia was very bad, 

Macedonia appeared to be worso than o 

As all the Ambassadors were agreed on the Russian alternative, we were going to 
put forward soon, I hoped, the proposals for judicial reforms, I feared the Porte 
would meet these with a negative answers and we should then have to consider, in 
connection with that, what steps the Powers were rendy to take, If eooreive measures 
were required, it would probably he better that they should he taken by all tho Powers 
together, rather than by Russia and England alone, in such a way as to sottlo other 
questions besides that of the Persian frontier. 

T had not intended to make any communication on this subject just now. But 
as Count Benckendorff had asked whother I hind anything to soy, T had told him what 
was working in my mind, But he must regard this as quite informal, not as impl 
that Thad any definite plan, or had come to any decision as to the course whi 
wished to adopt, 

Lam, &, 
(Signed) E, GRE) 





(38667) No, 326, 
Sir Edward Grey to Mr, Marling. 


Foreiyn Office, November 29, 1907, 

I HAVE received your despatch No, 236 of the Bist ultimo respecting the non- 
payment of the interest on the British Loan of 1908-4 and the request of the Persian 
Government for the temporary suspension of the sinking fund of that loan, 

T approve the terms of the note which you addressed to the Persian Government 

ni the 15th October, 
Lam, &, 
(Signed) " E, GREY, 








(39316) No. 827. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir N. O'Conor. 

(No. 180.) f 
(Velographic.) P. Foreign Office, November 30, 1907. 

PLEASE refer to your telegram No. 159 of the 29th November, Tureo-Persian 
frontier, 

Under the circumstances it appears to be best that the Commissioners themselves 
should he left to decide as to the meeting place. Please cause Mr. Wratislaw to be 
informed in above sense. 





(89315) No. 328. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A, Nicolson, 
No, B80.) 
‘Welegraphic.) P, Foreign Office, November 30, 1907. 
PLEASE refer to your telegram No, 252 of the 29th Novembei 
‘here is now no need for any communication to he made by your Excellency on 
subject of Nuxeo-Persian boundary dispure, 





(39459) No, 329, 


Sir N. O'Conor to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 1.) 
(No, 161,) 
(elographic.) P. Constantinople, December 1, 1907, 
MIB following is a repetition of Mr. Wratislaw’s telegram No. 29, dated the 
28th ultimo = 


‘“(Mhero is now no administrative authority in Urmia, as the Governor was driven 
out of the town yesterday, he respectable portion of the population have long been 
terrorized by tlie Medais, and there has been friction between the latter and the 
Goyornor for some weeks past.” 





(89461) No, 330, 


n 


fnjesty’s Consul at Shiraz was wounded 
close to the Consulate gates in a seullle ensuing on a brutal assault on another servant 
who was robbed by Kashgais, 

‘Nhe sowars captured one Kashgai, He was handed over to the local authorities 
alter giving the names of his accomplices. But the former deny his statements, and 
attribute the ouitrage to the opposite faction. 

Tam making strong representations on the subject to the Persian Government. 


(89641) No. 331. 
India Office to Foreign Office (Received December 2.) 


‘THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 

retry of State for Moroign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr. Secretary Morley, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram to 
the Viceroy, dated the 20th instant, relative to tho Ispaban Conswlar guard. 


India Office, November 30, 1907. 


Inclosure in No. 331, 
Mr. Morley to Government of India, 


(Telegraphic.) P. India Office, November 26, 1907. 
ERSIA. Please seo your telegram of the 15th ultimo, 

Foreign Office request that orders may be issued for the immediate dispatch of 
twelve additional men to Ispahan, vid Bushire, and that the relief of the present esoort 
be deferred until next spring, 

Please issue necessary instructions accordingly. 





[39678] No. 33: 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey,—(Received December 2.) 
(No. 365.) 
(elegraphic) P. ‘Tehran, December 2, 1907. 

AM making strong representations to the Persian Government in pursuance of 
the following report telegraphed from Bushire yesterday :-— 


“A report from His Majesty's Consul at: Bunder Abbas states situation there 
serious, and that neighbourhood is being raided by a large body of Babarlu (adherents 
of the Kawam-ul-Mulk), by whom town may be attacked, 

“Tn order to protect British interests, Resident has made arrangements for His 
Majesty's ship ‘ Lapwing’ to proceed to Bunder Abbas.” 





(38671) No. 333, 
Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling. 


Foreign Office, December 2, 1907. 
‘our despatch No, 240 of the 6th instant, reporting on tho 
present state of tho ‘Tureo-Persian frontier question 
T approve the action taken by you with a view of proventing tho dispatch of 
Persian troops to the frontier, 
Tam, &, 
(Sigued) 1, GREY, 





(88676) No. 334, 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling. 
(No, 202.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, December %, 1907. 

T HAVE received your despatch No, 215 of tho 7th ultimo relative to the 
attitude of the Bakhtiari Khans with regard to Messrs, Lynch's claims and the supply 
of guards for the protection of the employés of the Oil Syndicate. 

1 approve the terms of your letter to the Khans of the 8th October and of your 
note to the Persian Government of the 9th October. 

Tam, &e, 
(Signed) -E, GREY, 





(38669) No. 335, 
Foreign Office to Indin Office. 


Sir, Foreign Office, December 2, 1907. 
WITH reference to your letter of the Srd August lust velative to the question of 
the renewal of the Concession of the Indo-Buropean ‘Telegraph Department in Persia, 
Tam f ted by Secretary Sir E, Grey to transmit herewith a copy of a despatch on 
1549} ob 





the subject from His Majesty’s Chargé d’Affnires at Tehran,® forwarding Memorand, 
by Mu, Barker and by Mz, Vansittart of His Majesty’s Legation, 
Sir E. Grey would be glad to be furnished with Mr. Secretary Morley's observa- 
tions on the views expressed in this despatch and its inclosures. 
Tam, &, 
(Signed) " LOUIS MALLET. 





[39765] No, 336, 


Sir N. O'Conor to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received December 8,) 

(No, 162.) 

(ielographic.) P. Constantinople, December 3, 1907. 
‘NURCO-PERSIAN frontier, 
Following telegraphed to Mr. Wratislaw to-day, No. 18:— 


“With reference to your telegram No, 28, regarding the place of meeting of ¢ 


Commission, the Secretary of State for Voreign Affairs considers the Commi 
themselves had better he left to decide the question 





[89768] No. 337. 
Sir N. O'Conor to Sir Bdiward Grey.—(Received December 3.) 


Pera, December 3, 1907. 
THAVE received the following telegram, No. 30, from Urumia:— 
rorsian frontier, 
“With reference to your telegram No, 12, 
"Phere is no real reason why the Commission should not meet in town, whieh 


has hitherto heen quiet. But if A pretext for objecting to this place is desired’ by the 
Turks, they cin validly allege that a state of anarchy technically prevails, It soems 
also as if the Persian Commissioner were on this account delaying his arrival, 

“Governor-General of Azerbaijan has forbidden Governor to leave district, The 
latter still remains on the shore of the lake, and has, so far, refused to obey orders or 
requests to retuim, ‘The Bednis would, T think, yield to the smallest show of force 
from abreez,”” 





[88677] No, 338, 
Sir Edward Grey to Mr, Marling. 


ign Office, December 3, 1907. 
received your despatch N f the 7th ultimo relative to the attitude 
of the Khang in regard to the Bakhtiari Road and the Oil Syndicat 
I concur it your proposal to approve the action taken by Captain Lorime 
appears to lave acted with judgment in circumstances of considerable difficulty. 
Tam, &e. 
(Signed) B. GREY. 





(88672) No, 339. 
Kdward Grey to Mr. Marling. 
, Foreign Office, December 3, 1607. 
I HAVE received your despateh No, 241 of the Gil: ultimo, reporting the steps 
taken by you with a view to induce the Persian Government to engage M. Bizot as 


No, 282. 


(39969) No, 312%, 
Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey. —(Received December 5.) 


Tehran, December 5, 1907. 
at Alva 
jun telegram No, 187 of the 20th ultimo, 
mation has reached me from Iudia that the relief purty will start: to-norrow 


for Foreigu \ 5 objection that au excuse would 
de provided for Musi “oss Is of the Russian C 
tobe i rved thi jon there was threatening, ‘The 
ister, liowever, took a perfectly reasonable view, and he agrocs to keep the 
fer seoret until the men laud, in order to avert any popular excitement, 
On the whole no serion 





(1519) 
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Financial Adviser and to accept the wording for the Contract proposed by the French 
Minister, 


T approve your action in the matter as reported in your despatch. 
Tam, &e. 

(Signed) E, GREY. 
eee 
[89678] No. 340. 

Foreign Office to Admiralty. 





(Confidential.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, December 3, 1907. 

T AM directed by Seer Sir E. Grey to transmit to you herewith, to be laid 
before the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, copy of a telegram from His 
Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires at Tehran,® relative to the state of affairs a 
It is stated by Mr. Marling that the Resident at Bushire has 
y’s ship “Lapwing” to proceed to Bunder Abbas to protect Briti 
Grey, however, thinks it desirable to consider the possibility of still further 
protection being required by [lis Majesty’s Consul, and I am to express the hope that 
in that event additional as: be within reach of Bunder Abt 






























Tam, 

(Signed) LOUIS MALLEN, 
ee 
[39797] No. 

India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received December 4.) 








India Office, December 3, 1907. 

WIE reference to my letter of the 7th November, stating that the Government 
of India had been instructed, in accordance with the request made in your letter of the 
5th ultimo, to arrange that the present Consular escort should remain at Shiraz alter 
the nrvival of the expected reliets until the situation had improved, I am directed by 
Mr, Secretary Morley to diaw the attention of the Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs to the fact that no reference was made in the correspondence to the incidence 
of the 
It is presumed that the cost of the measure will be equally divided between the 
ish and Indian Exchequers in accordance with the procedure followed in similar 

Phe amount involved will depend on the period for which it may be found 
essary. to retain at Shiraz the escort which, in ordinary circumstances, would have 
returned to India on the arrival of the reli : 
























Tam, &e. 


ned) A. GODLEY. 





[39948] No. 342. 
Admiralty to Foreign Offi 








(Received December 6.) 
(Confidential. 





, Admiralty, December 5, 1907. 
WITH reference to your letter of the 8rd instant, respecting the state of affairs 
at Bunder Abbas, I am commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to 
acquaint you, for the information of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, th 
the following vessels are at present within reach of Bunder Abba 


His Majesty's ship “Sphinx,” at Henjam. 
His Majesty's ship “Highflyer,” en route from Henjam to Dayir (left yesterday), 
Ilis Majesty's ship “Redbreast,” left Muscat the 4th instant for Jask), 
‘The Commander-in-chief, East Indies, is therefore in a position to take any action 
which may be required for the further protection of British interests at Bunder Abbas, 
Tam, &. 
(Signed) W. GRAHAM GREENE, 


























[40002] No. 348. ° 
India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received December 6.) 


THE Under-Seeretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Scoretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr. Secretary Morley, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram 
from the Viceroy, dated tho 5th instant, relative to the proposed purchase of vessels 
by the Persian Government. 

‘A copy has been sent to the Admiralty, 


India Office, December 5, 1907. 


Tnclosure in No. 343. 
Government of India to Mr. Morley. 


(olegraphic) P. December 5, 1907. 
WE repeat for your information substance of a telegram received from the Firs 
Assistant Resident, Persian Gulf, dated the 2nd instant: 


“T haye been informed by M. Constant, Provincial Director of Customs, that he 
has received authority to sell the © Persepolis’ and ‘ Muzaifer,’ as well as two launches, 
and to negotiate for # hase of two vessels of light draught, which would he 
capable of transporting a considerable number of Persian troops and carrying a 
few 

Constant states it is the wish of the Persian Government to secure one 
vessel without delay, and asks me to ascertain whethor the Government of India has 
for sale a suitable vessel, similar in draught and size to the ‘ Lawrence’ or Sphinx,’ 
or whotlier they would be propared to arrange to sell one of the vessels stationed in 
the Persian Gull and, it they are so prepared, on what conditions. 

“AR regan 0 secéni! Yeas, Me Constant inquires: whather the Adttalty at 
home have a suitable sloop or gun-boat among the ships which have been removed 
from the uetive list, which they would be willing to dispose of to the Porsian Goyorn- 
ment by sale, and, if'so, on what conditions. He has written to me on the subject 
officially and confidentially, but whether he is acting with full authority, or whether 
ny negotiations are boing carried on at Tehran, is not. quite clear, “It is, in the 
incantima, being roported locally that th overnment has already arranged 
for tho purchase from Germany of four no il that the ships mentioned in 
tho first paragraph of my telegram are be 

“Ropeated to Webran.” 





(40237) No. B44, 


Mr. Marling (o Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 7.) 


0. B07.) 
{iiaarphia) By ‘Tehran, December 7, 1907. 
NRALN is again becoming evident in political situation here. 

Tt seoms that the Shah, assisted by the Ralliés of September (see Six ©. Spri 
Rico's telegram No. 285 of the 2nd October), is preparing a coup d'état. Prime 
Minister's position has been made almost intolerable by campaign of latter against 
him, and a crisis is to he feared if Cabinet resigns, 


re 


(40002) No. 345. 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling, 
(No, 190.) 
Welegraptiea) 2. Foreign Office, December 7, 1907. 
PLEASE refer to telegram dated the 2nd instant from Resident at Bushire. 
object do Persian Government require ships, and how do they propose 
them ? You should inquire and report. 





(24150) No. 346. 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling. 
(No, 191.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, December 7, 1907. 
PLEASE refer to telegram, No. 185 of the 20th July, from Sir ©. Spring-Rico 
respecting loans in Persia, 
With regard to payment of interest, you should inform me what result: has been 
obtained from any representations on the subject which the Legation has made, 





(38101) No. 347. 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


Foreign Office, December 7, 1907. 
I AM directed hy Sccretary Sir E. Grey to transmit herewith, to be laid before 
Mr, Secreta ¥y, copy of a letter from the ‘Treasury on the subject of the advance 
of 300,0002,, made in two instalments, to the Persian Government by the Government 
of India in 1903 and 1904.° 
seen that the Lords Commissioners of the Treasury sanction the suspen- 
ing fund on the loan for three years, but presume that no claim, will 
te made on the Imperial Exchequer in consequence of the fullure. of the Porsian 
Government to fulfil their obligations, 
‘Tho only loss which, so fur as Sir E, Grey is awaro, may have resulted to tho 
ment of India from the loan transaction is the no doubt. comparatively trifling 
joned by the delay of six months in the payment of interest which was 
to the Persian Government in April lust B, Groy ventures to hope. that 
Morley will seo his way to waive any claim which he might have against Imperial 
‘account. 
The Lords ia 
ment have undertaken to share halt 
jovernment of India, With regard 
ision of the Anglo-Russian Agreement, 
any. reason, from the point of view of 
details of the loan, 
bijections from a Parliamentary point of view, and Sir 1 
ould be glad to be furnished with Mr, Morley’s views on this point, together 
general observations which he may have to offer on the letter from tho 
; Tam, &o, 
(Signed) LOUIS MALLET, 





No. 318. 
Consul-General Wratislaw to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 9.) 


Urmi, November 12, 1907. 
conformity with the instructions I have received from His Majesty's Ainbassador 
istantinople, T have the honour to forward herewith the copy of despatch which 
Thaye addressed to His Majesty's Chargé d’Aflaires at ‘Tehran, miclosing extracts from 
Missionary Herald” bearing on the present frontier dispute between Turkey and 

Persia. 
Thave, &¢, 
(Signed) A. ©, WRATTISLAW, 


[1519] 
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Tnlosure 1 in No. 348. 
Consul-General Wratislaw to Mr. Marling. 


No. 26, 
se o) Urmi, November 2, 1907, 
WITH reference to my telegram No, 128 of the Bist ultimo, T have the honour to 
inelose herewith extracts from the reports o ionaries at Urmi, which were 
published in the American “ Missionary Herald” in 1888, 1842, 1847, and 1850, and 
which bear on tie present ‘Turco-Persian frontier question. ee 
From these extracts it is plain that in those years (1) the Persian frontier coincided 
with the ridges of the high mountains west of Mergavar and ‘Tergavar; (2) that the 
districts of Mergavar and 'Tergavar were Persian territory, the former being the 
property of a Persian Prince, uncle of the present Governor of Urmi; (8) that 
Baradost was Persian, the frontier lying to the west of Ghengetehin, and that the 
‘Turkish custom-house was established at Bazjerghé still (urther to the westward. 
Ivis fo be noticed that in the first extracts the frontier ix mentioned as being 


Tnclosure 2 in No, 318. 


Newspaper Betracts respecting the Krontier Dispute between Turkey and Persia. 


Krom Journal of Dr. Grant, published in the American“ Missionary Herald” of 
August 1838, 


July 13, 1837. ‘Took leave of our host at an early hour in the morning and rode 
about 30 miles into the adjoining district of Mergawer, — It consists of an elevated pla 
about 16 miles long, and 8 or 10 broad, surrounded with mountains, and is inhabited 
by Koords and a few Nestorians, Tt lictongs to the Prince Malek Manser Mirza, who 
is spending the warm season in tents near the Snowy mountains whieh bound the 
plain on the west, We reached his encampment at noon, and vere soon provided with 
A tent and everything we could desire for our convenience and comfort... . A year 
ago Inst autumn the Ravendoose Kuords plundered the district of Mergawer and 
inurdered ov earried off many of the inhabitants, 


Concluding Remarks.— . .. . The high ridge of mountains west of Ooroomiah 

fddos tho Persian p independent Koonistan, [talso draws « dividing 

line between the Nestorian Christians, and presents a barrier to our immediate access 
to much the larger poi 


From Journal of Mr. Stocking, published in the Imericnn “ Missionary Herald” of 
July 1842. 


March 18t1 companied by Mar Yoosuph, started for Tirgerwer, 
mountainous district adjoining Koordistan, and abont 25 miles west of Ooroomiah. 
‘he Mission for a considerable time nave sustained three <chools there, but hitherto 
none of our number have ventured into that district on aceount of the number of 
predatory Koords inhabiting it. . . . . ‘The present time was deemed favourable, as the 
Koords, while in their villages, are restrained from violence by the fear of the Persian 
Goverunies 

Hakkai, the first village av which we stopped, and where we have a school, is 
situated on the declivity of « lofty ridge of mountains, constituting the boundary line 
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between this part of Persia and independent Koordistan, . . . . From this place we 
proceeded near the foot of the mountain to Ballulaa, a village of several hundred 
Nestorians. From Ballulan we proceeded to Ambie, a village a few miles distant, 
and near the foot of the mountain, 


Visit of Messrs. Stocking and Stoddard to Tergawer, published in the American 
“ Missionary Herald” of February 1847. 


August 2, 1846, at Derbend.—Deacon Isaac, who accompanied the Americans here, 
as at Tulu, urged upon the people the necessity of repentance and a living faith, When 
they complained that it was impossible to keep God's commands, oppressed as they 
were by their Persian masters on tlie one hand, and by the lawless’ Koords who crossed 
the boundary of ‘Turkey on the other, {sane assured them that this distress was all in 
consequence of their sins... . On the following Saturday (je, alter the 7th August) 
Mr, Stoddart, accompanied by John, went to Marbeshoo, a large village 20 miles irom 
Wergewer, and entirely beyond the boundary of Persia, 


Return of Messrs, Perkins and Stocking from Mosoul, published in the American 
“ Missionary Herald” of March 1850, 


June 9, 1849.—Passing by Basan, which has a strong but decayed castle and a 
fow familics of Nestorians, the rest of the inhabitants being Koords, Mr. Perkins came 
to Bazirga, the frontier village between ‘Turkey and Persia, Here two ‘Turkish officers 
are stationed! to keep a custom-house, ‘The population consists of ten families of Jews 

nd about twenty families of Koords, ‘The Sabbath was spent at Gergachin . . . . 

jergachin (evidently Ghenghetchin), We were soon reminded that we were in 
Persia instead of Turkey by indications of insecurity around us. Hardly were we seated, 
&e,..... The distriet of Baradost is a fine grassy plain, about 10 or 12 miles long 
and 7 miles wide, tis situated directly north of Dérgewer, a low tidge of mountains, 
and te deep valley of the Nazloo River lying between, North of Baradost is the 
district of Somai, of about the same extent, 





(40283) Wo, 349, 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey. —(Received December 9.) 


St, Petersburgh, November 25, 1907. 
WITH reference to my despatch No. 576 of the 18th instant, I have the honour to 
nit copy of a private letter which I haye received froin M. Lawolsky re 
ion which it. is proposed that the British and Russian Representatives 
to the Persian Government. in regurd to the question of the Consuls 
ngs of the Turco-Persian Frontier Commission, 
Thave, & 
(Signed) A. NICOLSON, 


Tnclosure in No, 349, 
M. Iswolsky to Sir A. Nicolson, 


Mon cher Ambassadeur, Pétershourg, le 11.24) Novenbre, 1907. 
NOUS nie pouvons que partager pleinement Vavis di Gouvernement Britannique 
surla question de la fronti¢re Turco-P tious pensons également qu'une démarcho 
tendant & faire admettre la participation des Commissaires Anglais et Iusse A la 

Commission Frontidre serait int 

En conséquenee, je compte munir M.de Hartwig di 
tA Agclaror & Mushired-Dowleh que le ( 1 Impérial est. davis 
‘une fois que les travany dela Commission Prontie yeille de commencer, 
il est indispensable d'en ationdre les résultats avant de procéder A d'autres démarches 
que par conséquent lo point Ir plus essentiel en ce. moment est que les Conmuissaires 
ans arrivent a la frontiére aussi vite que possible; et que cette manidro'agir no 


igraphiques, 





saurait avoir de résultats défavorables quelconques pour la Perse, car Vhiver imminent 
plicera éviderament les troupes ‘Turques dans Vimpossibilité de contimuer leur mouve- 
ment progressif sur le territoire Per 

Quant a Ja question du refus probable que les Tures opposeraient & la proposition 
de faire participer les Commissaires Anglais et Russe aux travaux de la Commission, 
je pense qu'il serait peut-étre plus prudent de ne pas en faire mention pour le moment 
dans notre communication au Gouvernement du Sehah, 

Si yous me faites savoir que le Cabinet de Londres consent i envoyer & Mr, Marlin, 
dos ondres dans le meme sens, je ferai immédiatement expédier & notre Envoyé & 
‘Péhéxan Vinstruction dont il s'agit. 

Veuillez, & 
(Signé) ISWOLSKY, 





(40300) No. 350, 
Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey..—(Received December 9.) 


(No. G04, Confidential.) 
Sir, St, Petersburgh, December 4, 1907. 
M. ISVOLSKY remarked to me to-day that le was much troubled about the 
‘Mureo-Persian frontier difficulty. He was not thinking of the effect which might be 
roiluced in Persia, hut certain of the localities which had been occupied by the ‘Turks 
iad an important strategical value, and were of serious concern to the Russian military 
position in the Caucasus, The ‘Curks evidently had no intention of evacuating the 
points they had annexed. ‘he Frontier Commission was doomed to failure, but the 
approneh of winter would give both Great Britain and Russia time to consider what 
stops should be taken to settle the question in a satisfactory manner; but it was 
imperative that some solution should be found. He was surprised at the tenacity and. 
obstinacy of the Sublime Porte, and at the esprit de suite with which the Ottoman 
Government, were acting, He was sure that they were being backed up by some 
Powor and could rely on that Power—which Power he need not specify. I asked if 
ho had any proof, “He said he had no proof, but he felt convinced that such was 
the 
T have, 

(Signed) A. NICOLSON, 





(40424) No. 351, 
Treasury to Foreign Office —(Recsived December 9.) 


Sir, ‘Treasury Chambers, December 7, 1907. 

T HAVE lait before the Lonls Commissioners of iis Majesty's ‘Treaswry 
Mr, Mallet’ lettor of ‘the 21st ultimo further with regand to the proposed increases of 
Consular guards at Isfahan and Ahwaz. 

As regards Isfahan, my Lords note that, as the increase is considered necessary 
for the protection of the Consulate and Consulate staff, action has been taken to senid 
reinforcements in pursance of the conditional sanction given by this Board, 

As regards Ahvaz, their Lorships are now prepared to accept the modified 
proposals of Secretary Sir FE. Groy, in view of the assurance—which they have 
received with satisfaction—that, the ‘Secretary of State las throughout the present 
disturbed state of alfa to'adopt the policy of sending expeditions 
inland for the protection of British subjects, and has caused the latter to be warned 
that in ease of danger they must procced to the eoast, and that the present easo is 
exceptional. 

Whey accordingly sanction the charge to Imperitl funds of one-half of the 
exponditine involved by the dispateh of tlie proposed infintry guard, at a total initial 
cost of 266/, 13s. 4, and by their maintenanes at Ahwaz for a period of six months, 
fat the rate of 1,824/, per annum, 

Lam, &e. 
(Signed) G. 1, MURRAY. 
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(40466) No. 852. 


Sir N. 0'Conor to Sir Edward Grey.— (Received December 9.) 


(No. 163.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. 
TURCO-PERSTAN frontier, 
Following telegram received from Mr, Wratislaw, Urumia, No, 81, of the Gth 
instant -— 


Constantinople, December 9, 1907. 


Situation at Urumia unchanged. I have not yet heard of departure of Persian 
Commission from Tabreez, I have received information that on the 8rd instant six 
Turkish soldiers, accompanied by some Kurds, lave visited. several villages in. the 
Baranduz district, a fow miles south-east of Urumia, to “collect taxes,” and took 
7 Toads of rice and £0. 8 from the village of Balanickeh, Very possibly this is an 
unofficial depredation, 





(40471) No. 853. 
Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 9.) 


) 
raphic,) 2, Tehran, December 9, 1907. 
PLEASH refer to your telegram No, 190 of the 7th instant. 
Establi f custom-houses on Mekran coast. is contemplated by Customs 
istration, but in view of probable local opposition armed protection would he 
required by new posts. he * Persepolis” and “Muzaffer” are reported to be not 
worth repairing, while the Customs launches recently. purchased from India. are not 
Jarge enough for this work. Proposal is to purchase ship to replace “ Porsopolis,” 
finding the money hy sale of ships mentioned in Reside It is also 
desire of Government to substitute forthe “ Muzaifer a similar vessel which Governor 
General of the Gull would use. 
The scheme is quite in a tentative sinte, und originated from Customs, 





(40517) Novant 
India Office to Foreign Office. (Received December 10.) 


retary Of Stato for India presents his compliments to the Undor- 

ry of State for Foreign Affairs, an, by direction of Mr, Socrotary Morloy, 

ands herewith, for the info ¥ of State, copy. of Inclosures 

r from. the Fore retary to the Government of India, dated the 21st 
lation Of the Abu Musa Red Oxide Coneossion. 


Initia Office, December 9, 107. 
Tnclosure 1 in No. 


Mr. Marling to Government of India. 


hie.) ‘Tehran, November 18, 1907. 
ALUSA. Please see your telogram of the 17th November, 
T have already communicated to the German Minister the facts of tho case ax 
reported by Major Cox. I shull inform His Majesty’s Government of the incident, 
Inclosure 2 in No. 854, 
Government of India to Mr. Marling. 


(tWlegraphie) P, Maras, November 17, 1907. 
ABU MUSA Island. Your telegram of the th November to Bushiro asking 
instruetions as to terms of reply to be made to German Minister, 
[1519] 3N 





T would suggest reference to His Majesty's Gorernment as to terms of reply to 
Minister, as action was taken in the matter under orders of Secretary of State, who 
has been kept informed of situation throughout, 


Inclosure 8 in No, 354, 
Government of India to Major Cox. 


Welegraphic.) P. Madras, November V7, 1907. 
EAS eter to ragraph 4 of Lieutenant Gabriel's letter of the 25th October, 
stating that ho had advised Sheikh to leave foree on Abu Musa Island for month oF 
six weeks, Sheikh should be advised, in supersession of previous orders, to keep 
guard on island until he is informed by'you that he can safely remove it. 


Inelosuro 4 in No. 354. 
Major Cox to Government of India. 


Gt i Bushire, November 10, 1907. 
CTO FETPA recive tho following from Mis Majesty's Minister at ‘Teliran, dated 
tie 9th November :— 

“German Minister informs m that Wonckhaus’ employés working oxide at Abu 
Musa have beon attacked by Sheikh of Shargah under protection of His Mujesty's 
A accreare Tali lad to tlave instructions as to terms of reply suitable 
for communication to German Minister, Wo have spondence with Govern- 
nent of India till the 21th Ma 


Inclosure 5 in No. 854, 
Government of India to Mujor Cox. 
Simla, November 13, 1907. 
tant, regarding Abu Musa. You 


already, 





[40498] 
Admiralty to Koreiyn Office (Received December 10.) 
§ Hs Pou Admiralty, December 9, 1907. 
1AM commanded by my Lords Commissioners to the Admiralty to transmit, for 
the information of the See of State for Forvign Affairs, copy of a telegram, dated 
to-day, from His Majesty's ship '*Highflyer” at Buishire 
N copy hias also, been sent to tho Inia Otfiee. 
Tam, ke. 
(Signed) . 1 THOMAS. 


Inclosure in No. 3: 


Captain Hickley to Admiralty. 


(Telographie.) “ Highflyer,” at Bushire, December 9, 1907. 
HAVE to report arrival of * Highfyer ” nd capture of pirates. 
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[40560] No. 856. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey— (Received December 10,) 
(No. 369.) 
(Celegraphic.) P. Tehran, December 10, 1907. 
E refer to your telegram No. 191 of the 7th instant, 
onsiantly reminded Persian Government as to payment of interest, but 
have rather been pressing them for a reply to our stipulations in rogard to 
ion of sinking fund. 

Minister for Foreign Affairs gives me to understand that Financial Committee of 
Aeartbly, who have hoth questions under consideration, is disposed to object to ou 
first stipulation regarding sinking fund, but rather to its form than to its-sabstence 
Peniling discussions of Committee, however, he refuses to say anything definite, 

L will not relax pressure, 

{1 trongly pressed Persian Government could probably pay interest, though they 
are in great straits for money, 

Except from telegraphs and customs practivally no rovenue is coming in, 





[40466] No. 357, 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr, Marling. 
(No, 192 
Foreign Office, December 10, 1907. 
see telegram of the Oth instant from His Majesty's Consul at Urimnin 
wspecting dispute on Tureo-Persian bomdary. 
‘The possibilities of a settlement of the dispute are needlessly jeoparilized if the 
of the Persian Commissioner at tho frontier is continually delayed 
Please bring this point to notice of Persian Government, 





(40652) No. 858, 


Aduivalty to Foreign Office —(Received December 11.) 

(Confidential,) 
Sin, Adimirally, December 11, 1907. 

FAM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to tranamit, for 
the information of the Scerwlary of Stato for Foreign AMuits, & decypher. of a 
telegram, dated the 10th instant, from the Commanderin-ehict, East Indies, 
respecting the capture of pirates in tie Persian Gulf, 

Copy hias also been sent to the India Office, 

Tan, 
(Signed) ©. 1. WHOMAS, 


—— 
Inclosure in No. 358, 


Commandersin-chi Indies, to stdmiralty, 


Pirates in Persian Gulf. 
(elegraphic.) 2. 

THE Consul-General at Bushire sont on the 11th December, 1007, the following 
telegram to His Majesty's Chargé d'Affaires at 'Teliran, a copy of which was sent te 
he Commander-in-chiet, East Indies (telegram of 10th December), and by him 
forwarded to the Admiralty, and subsequently by them to the Foreign Office :— 


{‘ Have captured piratieal dhow[s}, and effected the arrest of two brothers; the 
third brother, also a pirate, lias managed to escape, ‘The prisoners have bees 
temporarily placed on His Majesty's ship ‘Highflyer,’ and the Consul-Genoral has 
guarge of the dhow[s1. It appears that these pirates are Arabs, and. subjects in the 
first instance of the Sheikh of Mohammeraty, They do not deny that they have a 
Rotorious reputation, but they contend that it was the piracies which thoy committed 
seven or eight years ago at the bidding of Sheikh Mubarck against his enemy Yusu 
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Tbrallim and supporters which liad fastened upon their bad name. ‘he Shivo and 
Koweit piracies, which have been attributed to them, are, of course, denied. 

“There is available in the ease tle original evidence of a man who then 
eseaped, and we have also further confirmation in the evidence of an uncle of his 
called Nakhoda, from Dayir. 1 cousider that to give up these prisoners to the 
Governor of the Gulf ports (although the capture took place in his immediate 
jurisdiction) would certainly not he safe unless with the proviso that they be execute 
in_our presence forthwith, ‘The Commanding Officer of His Majesty's ship 
‘Tlighflyer’ agrees with my view that the notoriety of the prisoners as dangerous 
pirates is so widespread in the Gulf that we have ample justiffeation and grounds for 
opposing any further postponement or discussion on the matter, ard pressing for the 
immediate execution of the brotliers in this town, k 

“This execution should be carried out publicly, and at the same time the dhow[s} 
should be burnt in the harbour here while His Majesty's ships remain in the port. 
‘The prospects of peace raters of the Gulf will be improved, and our prestige 
will be greatly inen r s of the capture of the pirates and of such 
immediate and public punishment. Such news trayels fast, 1 should be glad to 
receive directions as soon as possible.” 





|40672) No, 


Sl. Petersburgh, December 11, 1907, 


M. Isvolsky reverted again to dangerous situation at Tabreez, and tol me that 
ilitionnl protection was being clamoured for by Russian Consul. 

Trin what course s ‘on—whether he should mak S 
On. thie, frontien, cly dispatch an additional guard o ty-five: men, 
Former step might, linve Serious ultorior consequences, is latter step might he 
inadequate anid extent risky. ‘Nhe General Stuf aud the Minister of War 
were both against any military demonstration at this season of the . He wi 
anxious, and he felt he was in a dilemm 





(40661) No, 300. 
Edward Grey. —(Received December V1.) 
Tehron, December \, 1907. 
several persons killed and heavy firing in town 


nporinl Bank yas shot 
to Persian Government. 





(40673) 


(Received December 11.) 
tishoerah ‘Tehran, December V1, 1907. 
No, 178 of the 16th ultimo, 
iajesty’s ship“ Hi 
Conisu re. He strongly ry 
tion, i would be altogether tinsafo to deliver up prisoners 
to Governor of Gulf ports, and asks for instructions as soon as possible. 
Fullowing isauy reply — 


© Thaye received your telegram : 
“1 informed! Persian Government, in pursiiance of 
pinites would be handed over to 
ow to make conditions 
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‘Though it might take time, I could exert strong pressure to secure death sentence, 
Personal opinion of Minister for Foreign Affairs, as expressed to me, is that if proof of 
murders can be produced, and notoriety'of their crimes is as great as you represent, 
pirates would be executed. 

{No objection, in my opinion, to your suggestion to burn dhows. 
“1 am telegraphing to Koreign Office, but you might keep prisoners in your 
‘custody pending expression of Secretary of State's views.” 





40674) No. 362. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 11.) 
(No. 972), a 
(Telegraphic.) P, 
TTURCO-Persian frontier, 
T have repeatedly made urgent. representations in the sonse of your telegram 
No. 192 of the 10th December. Persian Commissioner, however, who only” left 
‘Tabreez two days ago, and should reach Urumia to-morrow, has disregarded’ ortor 
sent him by his Government, 
Persian Government has just been informed by ‘Turkish Ambassador that Porte 
wishes Van to be meeting place of Commission, and that Ottoman Commissioners are 
preparing their departure 


Are we to infer that they desire to prevent any assistanee whatever being given 
by Consuls? 


Tehran, December 11, 1907. 


of Persian 
ity, should 


suman Commissioners are being sent by Russian 
ls. 





(40717) No. 363. 
India Office to Foreign Office. —(Received December 12.) 


Sir, India Office, December 11, 1907. 
TAM directed by Mr. Secretary Morley to forward, for the information of the 
Secretary of State for Foreign Aifuirs, a copy of a note by the Director-in-chiof, 
Indo-European Telegraph Department, reporting the completion of the work of 
connecting Karachi with Tehran by a land telegraph line, 
Tam, &e. 
(Signed) A, GODLEY. 
———————— 


Inclosure in No, 963, 
Note by Director-in-chieh, Indo-European Telegraph Department, November 27, 1907. 


I HAVE much pleasure in reporting the completion of the work of connecting, 
Karachi with Tebran by a land telegraph line. ‘This connection is 1,574 miles. in 
length, and may be divided into three sections—the first being the Central Persian 
Tine of 951 miles, constructed between Tehran and the Indian frontier at Robat; the 
second being the telegraph wire, 140 miles in length, provided by the Tndian Govern. 
ment from the frontier at Robat to Nok Kondi in British Baluchistan; and the third 
being the line of 483 miles, constructed between Nok Kondi, Panjgur, and Karachi. 

‘The portion of line from Panjgur to Nok Kondi was tho last to. be constructed, 
and it was completed on the 4th instant, telegraphic communication being established 
aud brought into operation between Karachi and Tehran on the following day. ‘The 
reports I have since received show that the line is working admirably between these 
stations, and is providing a faster service thon can he obtained by the old route through 
the Persian Gulf cables, 





[1549] 
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(40762) ASE 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey (Received December 12.) 
(No. 373.) 
(Welegraphic.) P. ‘Tehran, December 12, 1907. 
SPENSION of sinking fund and payment of interest on loan. 

My telegram No. 369 of the L0th December. 

An effort is being made to find money for latter. 

Whe Minister for Foreign Affairs promises a reply in a few days to our conditions 
as to former. 





(40673) No. 865. 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling. 

(No, 194.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, December 12, 1907. 
DAYIR pirates. Please refer to your telegram No. 371 of the 11th December. 
You may urge execution of pirates if murder can be proved against them. 





(40560) No, 366, 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


Sir, Foreign Office, December 12, 1907. 

T AM directed by Secretary Sir B, Grey to transmit to you herewith, to be laid 
Vofore Mr, Secretary’ Morley, copy of telegraphic correspondence, as marked in the 
rmargin,® which has passed with His Majesty's Chargé dA N i 
the non-payment by the Persian Government of the interest due on the B 
1903-1904, and to the question of the proposed suspension of the sinking fund for 
tliroe years, 

As Mx, Morley is. a sent consented in April last to a 
dolay of six months in the payment of the interest due at that time. This period of 
grace having clapsed at the Deginning of October and the arrears of interest still 
remaining wupaid, although the interest due on the Russian loan bas in the meant 
been paid, Sir By Grey: ec that the time has come to insist that the Persian 
Government shall fulfil their obligations. 

With regard to the suspension of the sinking fund, Sir B. Grey considers that a 
threat: to demand immediate payment of the amonnt die in respect of sinking fund 
might ensure the speedy accoptance hy the Persian Government of the conditions 
atiuched by His Majesty's Government to their consent and he would propose to 
authorize Mr, Marling to adopt this course, should he consider it de 

Tam to inclose the draft of a telegram which, subject to Mr. Morley cl 
he proposes to address to Mr. Marling. 

Tam, &e, 
(Signed) LOUIS MALL 





(40812) No. 367. 
India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received December 13.) 


‘TE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Scorctary of State for Roreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr. Secretary Morley, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram 
from the Viceroy, dated the 12th December, relative to the question of the dispatch 
of troops into Porsin during serious disturbances. 


India Office, December 18, 1907. 


* Nos. 946 and 956. 
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Tnelosure in No. 367, 


draeesaei Government of India to Mr. Morley, 


ON receipt of your telegram of i Cee ae 
Decne of your telegram of tlie 6th ultimo, as to alten ee W, 
ctocte | {Me Political Resident in the Persian Gulf. "He has revi Mo talline 


“+ iy, Advice to British subjects to leave for th 
itv : red. Exis 

by unobtrusively 

and explai 

that, in case o 

having 


include (1) the location at inland centres 
oops in sufliciont strength to alfed one 
foreigners under all ch i 
of Tife and trad 
Const. 
tion at 
Government ds ae ea 
he peasant Weil 
He posta ; that the locat 


at ; such as Shiraz, 
h ford protection to. Bxitish 
winstanees, until there was si 

: Ul permanent assiin 
and (2) the policing of tle routes between the Core 


ho Security 
j ith on the 
partis should include a 
As regards the policing of trade 
by Consul at Shiraz, or modifica 

multaneously,”” 
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No. 
Memorandum on the Red Ozide Concession on the Island of Abu Muso, 


THE Sheikh of Shargah is one 
‘ 3 . of 
tion of His Majesty's Governments 
Treaty relations havo. I 
so-called Pirate 
ile Pirate Canton the Porsian Gulf, and Great Britai 
iyi Litsiernee oS Juded in March 1892, and ratified 
by Lond y which stipulates that the Sheikh shall on no. Mate 
ect ant o any orrespondet ith any Pow or 1892: 
menk tothe earmment (2) consont, without the permission of the ae eae 
ego th residence within ie tenlitory of the Agent of any other Government 
tereitory, save'to the British Government. °° {* eeupetion any part of his 
This Treaty was published for general informatio 
h 


In the summer of 1895 the She S 
sng dn the su S95 the Sheikh of Shargah went on a. pilgeimag 
aud during his absence his uncle, who was acting as OEE, Pana ea 
ines on Abu Musa to three persons, viz., a naturalized Britisheladee 
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subject, his son, and the son of the British Residency Agent at Shargah. ‘The 
Concession was, expressly granted “for such a period as they might wish to lold 
the inines, provided they paid 250 dollars per annum,” and included landing rights if 
it should prove desirable to engage in oyster fisheries. 

On the Sheikh of Shargal’s return from Mecca hie evidently claimed to become a 

tner in the concern, and was admitted as such by the others; but a few months 
later he transferred his interest in it to one Yusuf bin Abdullah, who, again, was 
eventually bought out by Hassan Samaiyeh in December 1900. 

In the beginning of 1905 it was found necessary for the Resident in the Persian 
Gulf to ask the Residency Agent on the Arab Const fo warn the Chief of Shargah and 
his uncle, Sheikh Salem, against entering into any ill-considered agreement with 
Messrs. Wonckhaus for leasing the red oxide mines on Abu Musa. ‘The two Sheiklis 
assured the Agent that they would do nothing without the knowledge of the British 
Resident. 

Messrs. Wonckhaus, who, it may be stated parenthetically, are the agents in the 
Persian Gulf of the Hamburg-American Line, finding themselves debarred from 
securing a direot Concession from the Chief of Shargal,, then had recourse to devious 
methods. 

Gn the Ist June, 1906, an Agreement was executed at Lingah, by which 
Hassan Samaiyeh, the British-{ndian subject above referred to, claiming to act for his 
two partners, wave to Mr. Robert Wonckhaus a specific monopoly of the output for 
four years, with a preferential option to renew at the end of that period, Whe terms 
of the transfer were such as to afford a considerable margin of profit on the original 
‘Concession. 

he action of Hassan Samaiych was illegal because he did not hold a power of 
attomey from both his junior partners, and was guilty of fraudulent dealing in 
claiming to act for them both, 

On learning that a contract had heen concluded between Hassan Samaiyeh 
and Messrs, Wonckhaus, the junior partner of the three original concessionnaires 
lodged a protest with the Sheikh of Shargah, petitioning that the contract with 
Mr, Wonekliaus might he annulled, 

Aceordingly, in a letter dated the 2ist Rebrnary, 1907, the Sheikh of Shargah 
informed Hassan Samaiych of this complaint; he added that he had no right to grant 
such @ monopoly to third parties without making any reference to the territorial 
Ttuloes, (ust sult conduet vasa violation of duty sand that the continuance of the 
Concession in Hassan’s hands was undesirable, and that the original contract had 
therefore been terminates 

Tn reporting his action to Major Cox, the Shetkhi said lie was apprehensive of the 
results of the transfor, and had accordingly cancelled the origina! Concession. Ie 
further requested that the Resident woul consult the Imperial Government and 
reqitest their views as to the best means of assuring to him in future the full 
Lenefits from the xed oxide mines within his territory 

On the 21st May, 1907, the British Resident reported that the Sheikh liad taken 
active steps to prevent further mining operations, and that Messrs. Strick, the British 
lessees of the Hormuz red oxide mines, seemed incl ence negotiations 

vith a view to the purchase of Abu Musa oxide, 
sidered, however, that it was undesirable that the rights of which Mx, Wonekhiaus hit 
wen dispossessed should simultancously be transferred to Messrs. Strick, as such an 
agement might create a false impression that the Sheikh’s action had been 

i iew to benefit the British firm. 

‘Nhe Government of Traia were actuated, as appears from a letter addressed to 
the British Resident on the 12th February, 1907, by the knowledge that Abu Musa 
would form a convenient coaling station in the Persian Gulf, and that it was 
undesirable to allow the Germans to acquire vested interests, more especially in the 
form of « monopoly. 

His Majesty's Goyerament concurred in the views of the Government of India 
that the Sheikh’ should not be allowed to grant any monopoly in future, and that he 

hould be advised to submit to the British Resident the drift of uny new contract 
into which he might propose to ente 

On the 2st August Messrs, Strick were requested, in view of local circumstances, 
to postpone, at any rate till the end of 1907, action on any agreement which might 
bo arrived at with the Sheikh in the matter, 

On the 28th August the Government of India telegraphed that Hassan Samaiyeh, 
acting as local manager for Mr. Wonckhaus, had reinforced his miners and refused 


to stop mining operations, and that the Sheikh of 
necessary to oust him from the island. 
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‘whe father and sons worked for many years as Nakhodas on board saili 
{o Indian and otlier ports, and for thirty years were treated like other emigrants by 
the Governors of Lingab, that is, as subjects of the local Sheikh. i 

‘he father Ali died in Lingah, and Hassan afterwards obtained a certificate 
British naturalisation from the Government of Bombay. In virtue of that certificate 
Te has been considered as under British protection by the Persian authorities, and lias 
heen given the protection of the Agency ‘ . 

Tis, brother Hamad, however, is considered a Persian subject and iy 
protected by the British) Ageney in matters in which Hassan and he are jointly 
concerned. 

‘AC the begining of March: 1809, when the Derya Bogi retook Lingah. after some 

‘th the Arab Sheikh, Matiomed-bin-Khalifah, a number of claims resulted 

Hish subjects, among which was one from Hassan-hin-Ali Samaiyeh who, in 

iis petition wrote, “thank God, Lam under the protection of the British Government 

Andlshe will not allow her subjects to be oppressed.” His title to protection was in 

Tinth eases tacitly, accepted by the local authority and action taken in pursuance of 
that title, 

\ claim in his name is included among a number of others, preferred by British 
subjects aft capture Of Lingal, in the list of cases submitted to Ilis Majest 
Loxation in, August 1905, as outstanding against the Persian Government, 


P. Z, COX, Major, 
Political Resident in the Persian Gulf. 
BusHiRe ; 
The 21h November 1906, 


———— 


No. 2 
‘Mranslation of the original Agreement, 


BE it known to all who may sev this that I, Salem-bin-Sul Sugeer 
Kasorni, Jot on lease all the red oxide mines situated on the Bu Musa Island to Haji 
HassancbineAli Samaiyoh, Abdulla-bin-tiasan and Esa-bin-Abdul Latif, from the 

nt date for such a period as they may wish to hold the mines provided that they 
Mould pay me 250 French dollars yor annum, Taye likewise arranged with them 
that if they wished to land “Muha” and “Zenni” oysters in the island for 
commercial purposes, thoy should pay me Janding fee at the rate of 100 dollars per 
trenwen, -Lhave also given them permission to dig wells to supply water to their 
Inenwho are working on the red oxide mines, and L will pay considerations: and 
respeets to their men who aro working on the mines. 

T have perhaps made out eostain agreements previous to this. ‘They do not hold 
good, and this agreement is to be acted pons 

AWiitten in duplicate on the 18th Zilkedal 1815 = 10th April 1808, 


SALEM-BIN 


ee 
No. 3. 


‘NE object of writing this documentary agreement is that we, the persons 
mentioned in this agreement, have admitted Sheik jin Khaled as a partner 
in the Concession of the case of xed oxide mines at Abu Musi Island which we 
Have leased from Sheikh Salem bin Sultan at per annum plus 100 dollars 
fon account of ground rent for landing Mular and Zeuni oysters, should we land any 
AL Abu Musi Island for trade purposes. And similarly Sheikh Suggar has agreed to 
assist us anid to endeavour with us, as far as. possible, to avoid any delay in the work 
Connected with the red oxide mines in the said island. And whatever the expenses in 
regard to the red ¢ ¥y come to it shall be borne by all the partners and the 
niet income shall he distributed 4 
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‘This agreement has been concluded on the above conditions, wit 
all; so that it may not be hidden. SOULE ee 


Ast Rabi IT 1816 (20th August 1898). 


and Sheikh Suggar has the option to withdraw from the said Red-oxide Company if 
he so desire. 
(Signed and sealed) 
ISA my ABDUL LATIF, 
ABDULLAH mx HASSAN SAMATYEH, 


Y HASSAN ary ALI six SAMATYEH. 
Witness: 


(Signed and sealed) 
ABDUL LATIF ny ABDUL RAIMAN. 


No, 4. 


LET him who reads this document know, that with reference to this Red-oxide 
Company which I joined, I have, by virtue of this document, transferred my share to 
Yuruf vin Abdullah an ie i vested in)bim and oh the dlnpowl of 
have no further concern in the result whether i 3 whi i 
we ttt hether it be profit or loss; whichever it 
nies to assist him to the best of my power should le experience 
Tet it be known accordingly. 


Signed) SUGGAR myx K 
Tth Ramzan 1816 (20th January 1899). ee) pee 


No, 5. 


YES, I, Yusuf bin Abdullah, have sold to Haji Hassan bin Ali Sumaiy i 

a dullah, have s ii Hassan bin Ali Samaiyoh outright 
and completely the share in the red oxide mine mentioned in this pen with 
Have acquited from Sheikh Suggar bin Khaled. ‘The aforesaid share is now transferred 
to Haji Hassan bin Ali Samaiyeh, and there is loft for me no claim or vighit therein, 


And T have received the sim of 100 dollars from Taji Hassan on account of the value 
of the shi 


Let it not he hidden, 


1th Shubin 1818 (7th December 1900), 
hse igned and sealed) YUSUF uy ABDULLAU. 
‘itnessed— 
igned anil sealed) 
ABDUL LATUP mx ABDUL RAHMAN, 
‘Truc eopy according to the original, 
(Signed) HASSAN uy ALL SAMATYEE, 
() ) BADR my MAHOMED AMIN, 


N 
Contract hetwe 


Itassay C, Seatey, Lingah, owner and holder of Bu Musa 
Concession, and Mi, Ronen Woxcxuaus, Lingali 


HASSAN ©, SEMEY agroos to deliver to Mx. Robert Wonekhaus, Lingah, 
during 4 years (four yenrs) beginning with Ist June 1906, every vear 2,000 to 9,000 
tons of 20 ewts. oxide of iron of the Island Bu Musa, same qiudity as the 700. tons 
shipped by Mr Robert Wonektaus in Mareli 1900. Ate: Rabont Wonelaus agrees 

ke at least ir 2,000 tons, and if he w: $0. is ie) Zo0K) 
stuil on the island of whieh he appro citar Ge 

‘Whe price is fixed at 15s. Gd. (fifteen shillin 
usual weight conditions, freig] 
weighed on board, 


we) per ton of 20 ewts,, 
e fice on hoard steamer Bu Musi to he 
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Hassan ©. Semey gives the entire monopoly of Bu Musa oxide to Robert 
Woncklaus during the terms of the contract; he is not allowed to sell or dispose of 
otherwise any quantity of Bu Musa during the term of this contract, but it is agreed 
upon fat Hassin is permitted to export to India for his account during this year 
whut ie has sold already to India, and which he gives as 700 tons (seven hundred) and 
besides that every year from 1907 about 5—6,000 bags of 1 ewt. (four thousand to 
five thousand) ‘e a 

Patten sin to deliver daily alongside if in bags 200 tons or in bulk 150 
tons, weather permitting. Payment for every lot which is to be shipped half the 
amount, when the lot is ordered, and the other half, when the lot is being shipped. 

Advance to be paid by Mr, Robert Wonekhaus to Hassan Rs. 2,000 (two 
thousand) whenever Hassan calls for itand reesipt to be taken for it. ‘This advance 
{o remain with Hassan until the end of this contract. ‘ 

Whenever this contract comes fo an end, Mr. Robert \Wonckhaus has the 

for now contract of Bu Musa Contract if he desires so, at. same pri 
or at any rate at the price of other serious buyer. Alone the Engl 
foxt of this contract will hold good. RPSnine rae 

ROBER WONCKIAUS, 

W, B, KIRKPATRICK 


Copied hy — 
SHEIKH HOOSATN, 
Sub-Postaster, Lingal 
(Si) SUBLKH HOOSATN, 


Sub-Postmaster. 


Nowe. —The Residengs document was in the 
handwriting of Mr. Carstein, the representative of Herr Wonckhaus at Lingah, whose 
Knowledge of Bnglish is crude, 


No. 7. 


Purport of a lottor from BSA wis Anpur Latte to Suetku Saoan bin Kuantp, Chi 
of Shargah, dated Sth Moharrum 1325 (20th February 1907), 


After compliments 1 have to communicate with your honour with reference to 
the lease which Tand two partners acquired from the Government of Shargah relat 
to the extraction of red oxide from your island of Abu Musa, As your honour is 
‘aware the document of Tease was drayn up in the names of three persois namely you 
humble seevant Est bin Abdul Latif, Haji in Ali Samaiyeh and Abdulla bin 
Hassan Samaiyeh, cin ae x 

Thaye come to know that on Ist June 1906 (Sth Rabi-ul-Thani 1324) the said 
Haji Hassan entered a contract with a European merchant named Wonekhaus, without 
consulting me, and that accord terms of the document he bound himself 
‘and his parmers in ssiving an absolute monopoly for the extraction of the red oxide 
fora period of four years. And the said Haji Hassan executed this agreement and 
Hound himself without consulting me previous to the drawing of the deed of contract. 

deed have only now reached me, and I do not agree to the 
sof this contract, Accordingly I forward to your honour a copy of the deed 
of contract for you to examine; kindly look into it. T beg from your honour 
sissistanen in taking the necessary: steps for the cancellation and annulment of this 
ontract, for Lam siltogethier to agree to this I Previous to this T have 
to Haji Hagsin Samaiyeh expressing my disagreement to this contract, but he 

IAs Sent _ me No answer 
meal to call your attention to the deed of contract in the 
ins as follows: “Contract between Hassan bin Ali 
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Samaiych of Lingah owner and holder of the Abu Musa Concession, and Mr. Robert 
Wonekhaus of Linga.” Now Haji Hassan Samaiyeh has no deed of authority from 
me giving him any general power in regard to action which he might take respeoting 
the Tease, ete.; how then lias Haji Hassan the right thus to mection haneaks only 
without consulting or referring to his partners of whom I am one, Lam in conse, 
quenee obliged to make complaint on the subject to your lionour, and it is for your 
honour to issue orders. 


——— 
No. 8, 


‘Translation of a letter dated 9th Moharrum 1825 (21st February 1907) from Suxtsit 
SaGan n1y Kuanr, Sheikh of Shargah, to Hast Hassan uv Ant Sasatyen, 


After compliments have to inform you that Usa bin Abdul Latif has preferred 
8 complaint to me in conneetion with the red oxide mines on Abu Musa, which for 
some years have been leased in the names of yourself and Esa bin Abdul Latit’ and 
your son Abdulla, according to the deed executed on 18th Zilkaideh 1916 (2ist April 
1599), ‘Ie has sent me a copy of the deed of contract, in operation between you and 
Ar. Wonckhaus and complains that you executed this contract witout consulting 
him and that he does not agree to the conditions written in the contract now thiit hie 
has come to know them. I too do uot agree to this contract, 


your duty towards us, 
ccondingly it appears to us advisable to withdraw the document of concession 
from you, and we now inform you accordingly by this letter, so’ that you may realise 
that the contract between us has terminated, You have’ no longer any tight. of 
joyment in regard to the mines of Abu Musa, 


Seal of SHBTKH SAGAR BIN KHALID, 
——————— 


No. 0, 


‘Translation of a letter dated the Oth Moharrum 1325 (21st February 1907), from 
Sitsreit SAGAR BIN KuaLtp, Chief of Shargal, to Mayon 2. Z, Cox, OLB, 
Political Resident in the Porsian Gulf, 

After conplinents—I am obliged to address your honour in the following 
connection. On 18th of the month of Zilkaideh 191 (10th April 1808) a eontriet 
was concluded between us and three persons namely Hassan bin Alt Samaiyeh 
and Abdullah bin Hassan and Esa bin Abdul Latif, for the lease of the red 0 
mines in our Island of Abu Musa, and the basis of the contract was a yearly on 
they were to pay usa sum of 260 dollars annually. 

p to now we have not experienced anything prejudicial from them and have 
been taking from them every year the amount of the rent; and. the. partics 
mentioned Tiave themselves been dealing with the work. 

But as it appears a short time ayo something took place which we consider 
to be harmful to us; and enclosed inthis letter wo send your honour a copy af 
the Iettor which has reached us from Esa bin Abdul Latif, who is one of the 

thers, the purport of which is that he complains of the action taken by Haji 

Hassan Samaiyel and sends us a translation of a deed of contract wrongfully 

passed by Haji Hassan Samaiyeh to the merchant named Wonckhaus, We are appre- 

hensive of the results of such a contract and do not agree to it, and for this reas wo 
decided upon the withdrawal of our document (of concession) from the sid 

Jessees and its annulment, 

And whereas Haji Hassan Samaiyeh is a subject of the British Government wo 

1619) 3Q 
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forward to your honour a copy of the letter which we have written to the said Haji 


. your information. A : 
Be aie hheg you to consult the Imperial Government and request their 


i in future the full benefits from the red 
views as to the best means of assuring to us in ie Fall Henefits 
oxide mines within our territory. (We will act) according to your view. 





(40859) 369. 
Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey-—(Received December 13.) 


Tehran, December 18, 1907. 
No. 194 of yesterday. Oe 
kh of Mohammeraly, His Majesty's Consul-General 
Handed over to him, Our promises. to Persian 
ed, and. Ninjor Cox appears confident that Sheikh, 
especialy in view of his friendship with Shel Marak of Koweit, to. wh 
ishment of is of deop interest, will do stern justice. , eth 
aire tajenty's ConsulsGenural further apprehend that, i pirates are Handel over 
in Bushire, proceedings may he protracted, and dangerous results ensue to w 
sted in capture, ead : 
aa ete Wold ‘SMajor Cox ho may act as suggested, and am informing. Persinn 
Government accordingly. 





[40859] No. 870, 


Sir Edward Grey (o Mr. Marlin; 


Mi et YioP, Foreign Office, December 18, 1907. 
(Wulewraphic. 


T APPROVE the action taken by you in respect to the capture of the Dayir 


pirates, as montioned in your telegram No. 374 of the 13th instant. 


i pirates should follow, In all 

ound guilty of murier, the exeention of the pina oll al 

anne i nth however, that they he not subjected to, Cee asta Gs it " 
orlure should he stipulated before their surrender to the native Persian s 





[40931] No. 871 
ir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey. —(Recvived December 14.) 


es St Peterburgh, December 12,1907 
By smit herewith a translation by Captain Smith, 

B the Honour fo transmit herewith a translation ‘by Captain, Sanit 
iranclaton ta this Embassy, of an article which appeared in the “Novos Vremya” of 


t ‘Turco-Persi rontier dispute. 
seston on the subject of the Turen-Persiny frontier disputes 
(Signed) A. NICOLSON. 


ee 


Inclosure in No, 871. 
Extract from the  Novoe Vremya" of November 27 (December 0), 1907. 


uf the internal erisis through wl 
‘Tar, Perso-Tuneisn Conriieatios,—The internal 
Hue lan lek ‘complicated beyond measure by frontier misunderstandin 
Sea ital ot ear a ‘Turkish division, composed of regular 
middle of the present year a Tur cor egular 
safari nth cavalry atl six wun, ivaded Pessian territory in the viinity 0 
Mergever,. The Christian inhabitants of the village of Mevane joined battle with the 
‘Burks, with sorrowful results for the former, The Ottoman artillery Yo 
the Settlement and destroyed two hres, Anon the defenders ofthe vl 
oo fell eighteen men ani sixty women and eileen. “Shwultan ih this 8 
TNUkiah Iugtalion of hufantey appeared at Mengover, wile a. Feran slum. nas 
encamped. ‘The demand of the Turks that the Persias should evacua 
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ccoupied by them was met with a refusal by the latter, whereupon the Kurds opened 
fire, and the Persians hurriedly retired, leaving their camp, a considerable quantity of 
provisions and military supplies, and all their artillery. In this manner, without any 
apparent reason, the Ottoman troops advanced on to Persian territory, seized part of 
it, and fortified themselves on it, 

Frotests of the Persian authorities led to no result. ‘The Ottoman Government 
denied the very fact of the raid by their troops into Persian territory, affirming, that 
it was not the Turks who had burst upon the Persians, but the reverse; that a Persian 
division hiad erossed the Turkish frontier, for which it had reecived a merited reward. 

‘To the equivocations of diplomatists, the Ottoman troops continued their advance 
into Persia, destroying villages, killing their inhabitants, appropriating ‘women and 
boys, inciting the nomadic Kurds to rebellion and the plundering of the Shiah portion 
of the Persian population. Experiencing no resistance, the Turks already in Octoher 

1 occupied the country from Nortliern Boredost up to the southern limits of 
Serdesht., ‘hey expelled the Persian Administration within the territory occupied by 
them, and replaced them with their own Kaimakams, Without mentioning the wort 
“war,” the Turks have practically conquercd 1 considerable slice of Persian totvitory, 
and are acting within it as if in th ountry. The results of such hehavi 
are heing reflects f, buton the neighbouring coun! 
the equanimity with which all survey these aets of lawlessness is searcely expedient 

Persia, ruined and disorganized by a régime long since not in accordance with 
the requirements of modern State life, with an empty treasury, without proper adminis- 
trative and judicial organization, without any appreciable Huropcan education of the 
public class, without an army or military lealors, cannot hope to offer the requisite 
resistance to forvign invasion. ‘The masses are ready to interpret. tho compulsory. 
inaction of the Persian authorities as deliberate botrayals of tho interests of thoir 
country 

Through the bazaars rumours are even circulating that the incursion by the 
Lurks was carried out with the approval of the Shah himself, All sows from the 
‘Turco-Persinn frontier is. painfully recalled’ in the heart of the country, giving fresh 

the frightened imagination of the inhabitants, 

inultaneously with this, some clever hand is sowing the seeds of vita 
inst Russia, The recent Anglo-Russian Agreoment is explained as the first step 
nls the partition of Persia. ‘Nhe absence of visible intervention on behalf. of 
it on the part of Russia and England strengthens this idea, 

‘he inviolability of Persian territory is guaranteed hy the Anglo-Inssian 
Agrocment of 1834, confirmed subsequently several times. Tho delimitation map of 
the provinces now seized by the urks was confirmed by Russia and England in. 1870, 

ithout any dispute on the part of Turkey. ‘Thus the attempt of the Ottoman 

ernment to conneet the question respecting the seizure of the Persian frontier 

ices with the dispute respecting the Turvo-Persinn frontier is deprived of any 

. And once Porsin is herself powerless to re-establish her violated 

rights, she cannot but expect the co-operation and assistance of the Powers interested 
in the integrity and inviolabil 

1 of the drama n 1g performed on the Persian frontier is evident, 

on of those same tactics which are now giving such bloody fruits in 

Turkey has become a vassal of Germany, and the policy of the Porto ts 

actuated by inspirations from Berlin, Germany an outlet towards the Persian 

Gulf, and the consolidation of her influence in Asia Minor and adjomning Tran, It 14 

neeessary for her to do away with the influenco established there by Russia and 

England, and the ineursion into Persia by Germany's vassal cannot but undermine our 
prestige in ‘Tehran—and not only ours, but England's, 

(The Bagdad Railway is like a steel feeler, thrust by Germany into tho body of 
Western Asia. ‘To guarantee the contre portion of this route it is necessary to abolish 
the influence of other European Powers in this region—tho Perso-Turkish. trouble 
begins, calculated to show the impotence of England and Russia and the might of 
a lint Fower, by one wave of whose hand the Oltoman troops will immediately 
evacuate Persian territory as soon as this Power receives in ‘Tehran the concessions 
needful to her, 

‘The vital interests of Russia and England demand the adjustment of the Porso- 
Turkish conflict by peaceful but decisive measures. Delay in sucessful and just 
conclusion of the conflict gives food for further revolutionary unrest in tho 
Reiglibouring and friendly country—an unrest the results of which are already 

ourably reflecting on our tiade with Persia, ‘he political results of tho 





pany 


‘urkish. appropriation may make themselves felt in the future by still greater 
difficulties. 

Decisive and joint representations by England and Russia to the Ottoman Govern- 
ment should be able without delay to lower the curtain on this comedy, in which 
the actors, in the sweat of their brow, are working gratuitously “pour le Roi de 
Prusse,” 





[40989] No. 872. 
Admiralty to Foreign Office —(Received December 14.) 
(Confidential, 
jin, Admiralty, December 14, 1907. 

1 AM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit, 
for the information of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, eopy of a telegram, 
dated the 18th instant, from the Commander-in-chief, East Indies, and I am to 
Inquire what answer should he returned to the Commander-in-chiet. 

Tam, &e. 
(Signed) c. 1. THOMA 
Tnelosure in No, 372. 
Gonmander-in-chief, East Indies, to Admiralty. 


(Welegraphic) P. Bombuy, December 13, 1907. 
‘NITE Consul-Gonoral at Bushire has telegraplied as follows 


“Tt has been clearly demonstrated by inquiry into the previous record of the 
ratos that, since they were expelled from Mohammerah territory and afterwards 
rom Kowoig, they have been under the protection of Jamal Khan, Chief of Dashti, 
and of his lieutenants and relations at the port of Deiyer, and have thus been able 
to pursue their occupation with impunity and live in seen 

“Unloss this family is punished the mattor will not he concluded. ‘The Captain 
ofthe ‘Highflyer’ is of opinion that the Muchan castle of the Khan at Deiyir could 
corlninly be destroyed hy one of Is Majesty's ships tring at sulleenthy ‘close ran; 
to avoid danger of injuring inoffensive villagers, who should receive timel 
of the firing, he same action could probably be taken with the Khan's castle at 
Kangoon, T would suggest that an ultimatum be sent to Jamal Khan, who is now 
visiting one of his ports on the coast, demanding payment of 15,000 rapees, to be paid 
Uvough the British Resident and to be distributed among those families who are 
knowin to have suffered loss in the piracies cither of relatives or of merobandize. Failing 
compliance with this demand, Jamal Khan to he informed that his eastles will be 

ied forthwith in the manner suggested above, It possible the concurrence of 
ian Government should be ob ing this step, but, if necessary, 
ction could be taken without their ¢ 


‘Nhe British Resident is thoroughly reliable, and is the only person who can 
possibly muderstand the state of alfairs ani appreciate the effect throughout the 
Persian Gulf which sich action would have, and I strongly recommend the adoption 
Of the measures proposed by him. 





(40984) No. 873. 
Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 14.) 


‘No, 875.) 
Wolegraphic.) P. 
PRIME MINISTER raised no sort of objection on being told by me that 
captured pirates would be handed oyer to Sheikh of Mohammeral. 
Reference is to my telegram No, 874 of the 13th instant. 


Tehran, December 14, 1907. 





[40954] No. 374, 


eee Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 14.) 


(Telegraphic.) P. 
‘THE Persian Commissioner has reched Uni, 
ineh is reported to the Persian Government as having been occupied by ‘urki 
troops (see my telegram No. 357 of the 26th ultimo), and the Posad Coreen 
also informe that Soujtoulal, whose Governor has fled, is being threatened by Persia 
inni tribes, 


‘The Persian Government is trying to send troops. 


Tehran, December 14, 1907. 





(40985) No. 375. 


57%) Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reeeived December 14.) 
Welegraphic,) P. 
SITUATION in Persia 
_ ‘The Governor of Tabrecz.hins left for Soujboulak, really out of fear of the revolu- 
tionaries, who are, he admits, masters of the town, although his departure is nominally 
in consequence of the events reported in my tologram No, 876 of ea aac taaane 
With reference to Sir A. Nicolson’s telegram No, 261 to the Foreign Office of the 
11th instant, Cam informed by the Russan Minister that a small force will bo brought 
ie frontier, and that the guard of the Russi -Gene Mubroez. wil 
{2 te frontier, and thatthe guard of tho Rossian Conelate General nt Tubrocz Wil 


Tehran, December 14, 1907. 





(41012) No. 376, 


(xoanay Me Ming to Sir Beara Grey.—(Receved Decembiy 14.) 
(Pelegraphie,) P. 1 

; eee ‘iran, Decenber 14, 1907. 
Xo MAZOR CON thinks that the proceedings against the pirites (sue my tele fn 
No, 375 of the Lath instant) will not be complete unless the strongholds of the Ghiet 
ot Dashiti at Devyir and Nungoon ar destroyed. He now recommends. that, His 
ai te ips shoul do thisif possible, with the assent of the Persian Government ; 

Shall T approach the Persian Government? 1 might suggest that a Persi 
affcial could be present on boatd His Majesty's ship, if the * Persegelis  feamsoaveeti 
au ntublo accompany Our aligianGaemgawes: Sn NN 





(41013) No. 377, 


es Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 14.) 
0. 870.) 
(Telographic.) P. 
RED oxide at Abu Mus. 
_,O8 the 6th November the German Minister informed me of Wonckhaus’ i 
of Sheikh’s action in cancelling Concession, aud I gave hin a Metuorandita PSHE 
facts, and pointing out (eee, printed inclosures tu your despatch No. 134 of the 
‘th August) that Woncktaus! contract was invalid. On the 1Sth ultimo he informed 
nie that he was awaiting a report from the German Consul at Bushire, No further 
Con nication from the German Logation has ses been mate to ne 
__ The Germi ias, however, sent his dragoman to the Sheikh of 
with a letter threatening to claim heavy indemnity on bel Teen 
fuss to reengnze the eaelation of te Cees eae RTT ay 
am sen eport by next messenger. This move seems to be a 
attempt to dispiite our position in the Persian Gulf, oo 
[1519] 


Tehian, December V4, 1907, 


Fchiosen 


-3R 
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L have requested Cox to tell the Sheikh to pay no attention to the German 
Jonsul’s letter. ji 4 
cone Liaform the German Chargé @/Affaires that, by the Protectorate Treaty of 
1802, the Sheikh is precluded from entering into correspondence with any Government 
but the British, and request him to instruct his Consul accordingly ? 





(41014) No, 378. 


‘Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 15.) 
(No, 380.) an 
Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, December 16, 1907. 
* SE armas lotter stating that the Shah has pledged the Crown jewels to the 
Russian Bank lias reached me. Tt is possibly from an employé in the Russian Bank, 
Disorders are threatening here. Violent speeches, denouncing the Slab as having: 
sold himself to Russia and demanding the exile of the Shah’s Chief Adviser and 
‘Agent, Sand-ed-Dowleh and Amir Bahadur Jang, were made yesterday at a popular 
ig at the principal mosque - i 
ie Ministry tks resigned, but the Shah refuses to accept resignation, Iie 
Majesty. scoms likely to make a stand. ‘This moming an exeited crowd gatherel 
outside the Assembly, ut was dispersed by armed men sent by the Shall. The 
Russian Colonel refused to send Cossacks to maintain order when requested hy 
Assembly, : : : 
NT shail do my best to keep people from taking retuge in the Legation, 





(41015) No, 879. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 15.) 
(No. 881.) 


(Tolegraphie,) P. Tehran, December 16, 107. 


PLEASE refer to Renter's telegram stating that ‘Turks, on pretext of a similar 


Pc ‘i cc op frontier, 

movement on Per 1 side, are concentrating troops on 5 ee oe 
‘As reported in my telegram No. 376 of yesterday, tho Persian Government are 

endeavouring to send to Soujboulak two rogiments with two guns; pretext is 

therefore absurd. 





(41016) No. 880. 
Mr, Marling to Sir Edward Grey—(Received December 15.) 


phic) P. Tehran, December 15, 1907. 
TUED-DOWLEL, who was sent to. the Palace by the Assombly wit 
rnessaxe, anit another brother of President of Assembly, were arrested by the Shah 
ANB welock this afternoon. Shah sent for Prime Minister at 9 eat. put chains on 

im satened to Kill him five hours after sunset. ‘ 
TA a teat that Nast-ul-AUlk has always heen a firm friend of England, 1 
have went to demand assurances for his safety from the Palace, and,am requesting 
co-operation of Russian Minister. 
vost propose to go myselt if Tdo not get them. E 

‘Where is no doubt that Shah has reason to count on support of Russia. 

Everything points to there bei ous trouble during the night. 

Dispatched at 7 Pat. 





(41226) No. 381. 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey—(Received December 16.) 
(iia ie) Pe St. Petersburgh, December 16, 1907. 
BRSIA Referring to your telegram No, 319 of to-d 7 : 
Pe tstions Will be sent tM de Hartwig by M, Isvolsky to act in concert with 
jc Majesty's Chargé d’Affaires in any steps which it may be considered 


247 


desirable by the two Representatives to take with the view of preventing disorders if 
possible. M. Isvolsky thought that as much liberty of action as possible should be 
left to the Representatives at ‘Tehran. 

According to news which Ministry for Foreign Affairs has received from ‘Tehran, 
Prime Minister has been released, and resignation tendered by Ministry has been 
aveepted. A local Committee has demanded at a meeting that certain personages in 
Shah’s entourage who are displeasing to Assembly should be banished by His Majesty, 
and that Shah refused to do this on ground that security to individuals was guaranteed 
by Constitution; that Ministry, having been called upon by Shah to maintain order, had 
expressed inability to do so; that Shah had sympathies of many in town, and that 
Zi\-es-Sultan, who was assisting at a sitting of Assembly, was rumoured to aspire to 
the throne. All this news was rather confused, 





(41204) No, 382. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Kdward Grey.—(Received December 16,) 
(No. 383.) 
‘Welegraphic.) P. Tehran, December 16, 190 

NASR-UL-MULK is exiled, and leaves for Resht to-day. "As he fears Shah will 
attempt his life on the way, he begged me to send a member of the Legation with 
him, as was done when the late Atabex was sont to Kum in 1897. ‘This, I said, I was 
for the moment nnable to do, Iam, however, sending two gholams, 

On his arrest (sce my telegram No. 882 of the 16th instant), the Assembly 
dispersed, and the Anjumans, on whieh its real power rested, remained inactive, ‘The 
other Ministers have all resigned. hey were summoned to the Palace and were 
practically under arrest there till they also let the Palace when Nast-wl-Mulk was 
released By my demand on his behalf, 

L have tried to let it he known that T will not permit the Legation to be used as 
4 political tool, and I haye stood entirely aloof except for intervention on behalf of 
Nasr-ul-Mulk, which was necessary unléss the Legation was to lose all prestige by 

ndoning an old friend, and which has had an excellent effect, 

‘Whe bazaars are closed. Armed partisans of Shah haye ocoupied principal square 
since midday yesterday. For the present his coup d'¢tat scems to be successful, and 
this is entirely’ due to his assurance of Russian support, 

‘Whe Conimittees are collecting armed round the Assembly this morning, 

here is no sign of danger to Buropeans, and there has as yot boon no Aahting, 





(41226) No, 383, 


: Mr. Marling to Sir Bdward Grev.—(Received December 16,) 
(No, 384, 
egraphiv,) P, Tehran, December 16, 1907, 

‘MIERE is no relaxution in the tension reported in my telegram No, 883 of the 
16th instant. 

‘The Assembly sat again without opposition from the Shah. A message from him, 
in reply to a deputation from the Assembly, advising them to adjourn while he 
restored order in ‘Tehran, was contemptuously received, and violent. speeches wore 
maie against him, 

Large numbers of the members of the Political Committees, who have rallied in 
support of the Assombly, have since midday been guarding it armed. 





(41016) No. 384, 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir A, Nicolson. 


Koreiyn Office, December 16, 1907. 
SITUATION in Teh 

Please rofer to telegram No, 382 of the 15th December from Mr, Marling, 

All your endeavours should be used to urge Minister for Foreign Affairs 10 send 
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“ ali ag ation with British : itich Resident, i i i ‘ble. Tn 
structions to Russian Minister to do all in his power, in co-operation with Brit Major Cox, the British Resident, in commenting subsoquently on the irresponsible. Inia Otte, 
jarad (Affaires, fo prevent the dangerous measures taken. by Shah against Prime aeticnvof the Costoms oti cials Gn th oomadian qrrete aarvollonaes Augaat19, 
: icing serious trouble at Tebran. Z ; : : ae eee : 
Minister and Assembly from producing serious trou “{ would observe in conclusion that signs are not wanting to my mind to incline mo to the 
belief that if we do not maintain a vigorous: poliey in connection with these islands in the Gulf, 
: it will not be long before we are confronted with difficulties in regard to the adjacent pearl 
(41755) No. 3 fisheries, the preservation of which under the time-honoured conditions has always been ono of 
fundamental features of our polioy in these waters.” 





ing the Persian Gulf Islands of Abu Musa, Tamb, and Sirri. 
Memorandum respecting the Persian Gulf Islands of ‘The Government of India took a serious view of the incident, and Propel to 
dispatch a gun-boat to the islands, with a representative of the Sheikh of Shargalt 
<i iMuntande tant on board, to haul down the Persian flag, reinstate the Jowasmi flag, and remove the 
BECCA guards to Persian territory. 
. 3 Colonel Kemball, the British Resident itt the Persian Gulf, ‘At was decided, however, in the first instance to make representations to the Sir A. 
Perel Abs Colonel the oreiehed policy of the Belgian Customs Persian Government, and on the 24th May His Majesty's Minister reported that they Hardinge, 
Mike trade had to a-large extent been diverted from the Persian port of Lingah liad telegraphed orders to Bushire to remove the flags and guards from Abu Musa Ao.0) 
ond toeal orchants, were endeavouring to arrange with the Bombay and Persia and Tamb, while reserving their right to discuss with His Majesty's Government the Mayan 
Navigation Company to make the Island of Abu Musa a port of call, apparently for respective claims to the island, rete 1904 
a Ree oti teat ate ual peat] busin! ; ‘Phe following is the text of a note addressed by His Majesty's Minister to the 
ee edlonel, Kemball_ was apprehensive lest such a conjuncture should result ina Persian Government on the 15th June, 1904:— 
claim to this isand Dein advanced by the Persian Government who, in en ee ' 
hoisted their flag on the adjacent Island of Sirri. hd’ the honour to receive your note of yesterday's dato respotting ' 
iiababs SS aE a aoa poist ened that writing on the 28th April, 1868, Colonel Abs Musa sll be appt transit tothe Govertoent of Indi any pron with whieh 
* Ross then Bribie Resident, had expressed a decided opinion that no yalid claim to v sierra ine the elaitn oe ade arian ovenscasits 19 Ciao neue iol U\ die Anca 
‘Abu Musa could be advanced by the Persian Government, while any attempt to assert uc Eelleney eanats Uneeee amdaatan » to the suggestion, of 
their authority in a practical form would probably lead to disturbances. . Thear for the fst time, that this Trucial Chi SEMA R ena Ih 
Colonel Kemball stated that the island undoubtedly belonged to the Jowasini flayz pulled down by the Persian Customs officials, and T would remind you in. this couneetion 
Shoikh of Shargah (one of the ‘Crucial Chiefs under British protection), In the winter that we have dl upon the Persian Government removing their flag from th Inland of 
it was usually visited by people from Khan and Shargah for purposes of fishing and si eensy between the to Goverment a to the owner of the land which 
grazing. In tho pearling season these people were in the habit of n ‘ ate the 1 Lids Lier yas aes Sry FORE eed 
folo inhabitants remaining were three men whose duty was to tend the date trees i cid wan to hot bls ov flag upon tho iafauda which ware not yot formally 
bolonging to Sheikh Salem, the uncle of the Sheikh of Shargab. ny other Government, and he has the right to fly it ax the first ocenpant, till his 
ging iy -f 1B! 'P 
he Jowasmis did not fly a flag on the island, and Colonel Kemball subn possession of theso ilanda in disproved, 


i wall to advise the Sheikh of Shargah to keep his flag flying as a 
ee CE ue F In June 1904 Major Cox entored into communication with the Chief of Shangah, tntis Oto, 
his course was approved by the Government of India, and on the 80th Ap as Head Slicikh of the Jowasmi, respecting the rehioisting of the Jowasmi flags, Sepien 
1903 Colonel Kemball reported that the Sheikh had issued orders to have his flag Plagstails were erected on both iskinds and guards il the Chiefs: 
hoisted, A nd inhabitants of the Pirate Coast were glad, and felt assured that the British Gov. 
h rnment of Tndia at the sume time instructed the Resident to furnish ‘nent would protect them against enemies and would maintain their honour, and the 
his observations on the expediency of advising the Sheikh of Ras-el-Khymah to adopt people highly praised the British Government, 
‘f similay course in regard to the Istind of "Camb, which apparently belonged to that M, Naus, the Belgian Director of Customs, informed Sir A, Hardinge, in May 
ST cernanene : 1004 that the Persian Minister for Foreign Affairs hud told him that the Persian claim 
(In 1888, on-the occupation of Sixri, the Sheikh of Shargaly had urged that the to ‘amb and Sirti was sound, but that to Abu Musi was more doubtful, No furthor 
Porsians should be prevented from pursuing a similar course at Tam.) Persian claim to Tamb and Abu Musa has been reported sineo 1904, 
Colonel Kemball replied thal the Persian, Government nae we 
y over the isluid; that the Sheikh of Shargah, in his existing eapacity p Sinrt 
Ruler Heteal iymah, claimed it us an appanage of the Jowasmis of the Arab Pant L—Sirri. 
Coast, urging that it was visited by his subjects on account of the good Mae cnet In June 1904 the Government of Tndia instructed the Resident in the Persian India OMeo, 
urposes of grazing; that the Sheikh was in possession ee STaittiog ath Gulf to forward a report on the actual situation at Sirri, which the Persian Govern- August 19, 
evideneo, in tho shape of three letters from tyro Arab Sheikts of Lingab, admitting te tment had oscupied in 188 as it might be convenient to reopen the question of the diva 
Teleaior claim of the Jowasmis of the Arab Coast as against that of the Jowasmis of Tinga: legality of the Persian occupation if the Persian Government should afford an oppor- tata 
Xivst 10, and finally, tha in on of these letters, writen in 1877, the Sheikh of Lingah had tunity by questioning the status of Abu Musa and ‘Camb, a 
issGeo” coneoded that the Persians tiad no property there, nor any right of interference, sa Major Cox reported that His Majesty's Govermment had never in, any. way 
CP inte" with the consent of the Chief of Ras-el-Khymah, RR AES admitted, or withdrawn their original objections to, the claim of the Shah's Govern 
ihe Government of India horeupon directed thnt the Obtef of Shargalis ment to the ownership of the island; while it was equally clear from the records of 
i advised, as in the case of Abu Musa, to hoist his flag on the Island of Tamb. the Residency that the Jowasmi Arab Sheikhs of the Pirate Coast had never voluntarily 
Seilee espe thelr elim to proprioary rights over Sier any more than over Abu Mush 
bop Bei eee Favseaean? siginn officials tn charge and Tamb. As late as 1895 the said Sheikhs had declared that, although the Chief 
Juawanico, In Asi 1904 the Viceroy of pases leerenal Cia the Pale ea a eunes of Shargah on their behalf hnd duly represented to the British Government that the 
TGS oe STL AUCa Tie eatsted ed aig oduee attes antl ciated die Peraiau/dagsin’ boli Malan: ‘wnership of the island was vested in him, ax Chief of the Jowasmis, the British 
mts in, he SI i of Shargall, on hearing Of this encroachment, declared that he eouli Government had refrained from moving in the matter, and that they themselves, had 
Miy4, pot tolerate the action of the Persian authorities, and, in virtue of Treaty relations, consequently been tnalile to enforeo their rights by their own unaidediefforts, 
a ralad to Hts Majesty's Government: to take the necessary stops with a view to . _ A full précis of the correspondence relating to tlie occupation of Sirri is contained 
appodted ‘to. Elis: Majesty's: Goyornment: to ta ary SONY in a letter, dated Bushire, the 19th August, 1858, from Colonel toss to His Majesty's 
preventing such interference with his te i 


Minister at Tehran (vide Goyernment of India, Proceedings, September 1888, No. 104). 
11549) BS 








Sir Arthur Hardinge, in commenting on the correspondence between Major Cox 
and the Government of India, deprecated raising the caso of Sirri, unless the Persian 
Gayernmont forced tio question upon His Majesty’s Government, since the latter 
seve face to face with an occupation in which they had acquiesced for very many 
years, though they had not formally recognized it, ak i 

‘a aitted thet M. Naus had consented to strike out Sirri from the list of Customs 
ports enumerated in the “ Réglement Douanier,” é 

(Signed) ALWYN PARKER. 


Foreign Office, December 17, 1907. 





[41316] No, 336. 
Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—( Received December 17.) 


(No, 385.) 
Yelegraphic.) P. ‘Tehran, December 17, 1907. 

TORE armed rufians are being brought into the town by Shah, who are con 
gregating in Cannon Square, supported by Cossacks and guns, 

IA partisan of the Majlis has been murdered, and « constitutionalist: Seyyid 
murderously assaulted. 

Round the Majlis building the Anjumens are again assembling armed. 

Before the day is out, grave trouble is apprehended. 

ithe trams have stopped running and practically all shops are shut, 

Ministries of Boreign Affairs and War said to have been filled by Sand-ed-Dowleh 
and Amir Bahadur ang respectively (see my telegram No. 380 of the 16th December). 





(41293) No, 887. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 17.) 
(No. 886.) 
‘Telographic.) PB. Tehran, December 1T, 1907. 
'MIBRE: is no doubt that Shal's jewels have been sold or pledged to Russian 
Bank (see my telegram No, 380 of the 15th December). 





(41341) No. 388. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received December 17.) 

‘No. 887.) 

(Wolegraphic.) 2. Tehran, Decenber V7, 1907. 

PINQUIRED of Lis Majesty's Consul-Genoral at Bushire as to foundation for 

statomont in Reuter’s telegram respecting seizure of a warehouse on Abu Musa 

Taland, the alleged proporty of Messrs. Wouekhiaus, and he replies to-day as follows:— 

chore aro tyvo small mud-huts on island, the property of British concessionaire, 

Tis Majesty's ship ‘Lapwing’ seized neither of these; there are no warchouses of 
any kind there.” 


SSS — eee 


(41204) No. 389, 
Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling. 
(No. 199) 


{iSseuphie) 2 Foreign Office, December 17, 1907. 
TUNTIRELY approve your attitude and action, as reported in your telegram 
No. 883. 

vAw rogards the fate of Nasr-ul-Mulk, itis satisfactory to learn that the intervention 
on his beialf has had a good result. 
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[41012] No, 390, 


aan Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling. 
Telegraphic.) P. Forei 
1 a ign Office, December 17, 1907. 
‘oats nETURE of the Dayir pirates, Please eee your telograin No. 318 af dhe Fit 
ca ate Goa might like one of their officials to be present on board His 
You should suggest this to Minister for Foreign ATfairs at ‘Tehran, 


(41580) No. 391 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A, Nicolso 
ear) hward Grey to Sir A, Nicolson, 
ir, Foreign Office, December 17, 1907. 

COUNT BENCKENDOREF spoke to-day wit! i tthe ark 
os ORE so y with apprehonsion about the ‘Turkish 
said I thought tho ‘Turkish Government were behaving very badly 
on the Persian trontior, in’ Macedonia, and overywhore, But it SE SO 
alter their course unless wo were. prepared to rvbort to. strong measures, If ooreon 
was to be used against the Turkish Government, public opinion here would demand 
that it should be used for the improvement of things in Macedonia, and I should much 
profer that coercion should be used in such a way as to preserve the concert of Hurope 
As, therefore, we should probably have to consider the question of strong measures 
in connection with Macedonia, it would be better not to force forward tho frontier 
question at present, especially as not much could happen in the winter. 
Lam, &e, 
(Signed) B, GREY. 


[41581] No. 392. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nic mn. 
ge ae +y to Sir A. Nicolson. 
Sir, : Foreign Office, December 17, 1! 

T TOLD Count Benckendorff to-day that the news Pein was een 
that it scemed to mo the only safe course was to abstain from interference, i 
rose nol threatened. 
ested that lie might read an article from Professor Browno i 
g a Profes owne in the “ Alt 
5 very hostile to the Anglo-Ru un Convention, pointing out that the atid 
regarded the Convention as an attempted partition, and that it had created a strong 
Sy : Persia in favour of turning to many as against Russia and England. 
ong sten Professor Browne, and hud explained to him that the Avaleltusian 
Convention had been signed just in time, and that, so far from promoting intorferenic, 
it had diminished the risk of interference by Russia or England, who would otherwise 
probably have interfered a this juncture in order to prevent the disturbed situation in 
’ersia being exploit me against the other, an interference which mi, 
KEE SC her, an interference which might have led 
Professor Browne was very much in touch with feeling i i 
y ling in Persia, wh 
TNCioe SSCeCReNIe aa CANDO nN ela eaeta aaa eal ae eee 


avoiding interference and letting thi i i 
sig steer an letting things take their natural course, otherwise we should 


Foreigners, 


- Tam, &. 
(Signed) TE, GREY, 
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[41360] No. 393. 
Count de Salis to Sir Edward Grey.—(Receinved December 18.) 
(No. 548.) 
Bir, Berlin, December 16, 1907. 


‘HR German press are beginning to take considerable interest in the alleged 
intorforonce in the Persian Gulf with the rights of certain German traders on the part 
of a British gun-boat, and some of the papers remark sarcastically that this incident 
is a very pretty example of the friendly relations that have been so much talked of 
between the two countries, I have the honour to inclose a translation of a letter, 
published in the “Berliner Neueste Nachrichten,” from the firm of ‘Traun, Stirken, 
rd Co. Herr Stirken, who belongs to the firm of Winckhaus, who are the traders in 
question, gives an account of what happened according to lis information. ‘The 
GNorth German Gazette” has not referred in any way to the matter, but the 
“ Qologne Gazette” has published a telegram from Berlin which seems to be accepted 
by the press as being semi-officia, translation of which I have also the honour to 
inclose, 

Ihave, &e. 
(Kor Count de Salis), 
(Signed) GRANVILLE. 


SS 









Inclosure 1 in No. 393. 
Holract of Letter published in the “ Berliner Neweste Nachrichten” of December 13, 1907. 


(ranslation,) 

INEE English gun-boat “Lapwing” brought an Arab Sheikh from the Pirate 
Const to Bu-Musn and conveyed the coolies of the firm of Wenckhaus by force back 
to tho Persian mamland, This Arab Sheikh for his part stopped the work in the oxide 
inines, for which the firm holds contracts from the legitimate owners, which were 
concluded during my stay in the Gulf last year, and drove away the agents of tl 
firm with gun Mho object is to get the oxide business into Euglish hands and 
to deprive the g-Amierien Line of the freight, For this the English require 
‘a thitd pasty, viz, the alleged independent Arab Sheikh, who is nothing but an 
instrument inthe hands of his Wnglish protectors. While the English press have 
heen lately omphasizing the equal treatmont of German trade and German shipping 
in Mesopotamia, this campaign against a successful German undertaking was carried 
Out under the Arabian flag. ‘The consequence will be a loss, firstly, to the rich native 
owner of the oxide mines, and, secondly, to German shipping and German trade. 























Inclosure 2 in No. 893. 








Telegram in the “ Cologne Gazette” of December 13, 1907. 


(Wtranslation,) 

FOR some time past English firms haye exploited the oxide mines on the islands 
of the Persian Gulf, and recently the German firm of Wénkchaus and Co, have 
secured the right to work an oxide mine by leasing an island from a certain Sheikh. 
Ttis n't impossible that this competition’ became inconvenient to the English firms 
who previously possessed a monopoly of this article, and it is therefore not unlikely 
that they encontaged another Sheikh to advance a claim to the possession of the 
island; but it is also possible that the Sheikh thought of the matter of his own 
faecord, Whatever the reason may be, he landed with his followers and demanded 
that tlie employés of Messrs, Wonckhaus and Co. should leave the island, in which 
they had no right, ‘These people, among whom there was no European, appear to 
Nave submitted to the Sheikh’s demand without opposition. Nothing is known here 
of the report that a British ship of war took part in the seizure of the island, and it, 
would seem more probable that the undertaking was carried out by the Sheikh and 
his followers alone, 

‘As yet there does not appear to be any ground for diplomatic action with the 
British Government-on the part of Germany, but the German authorities are now 
usy in endeavouring to discover the real facts of the ease, Tt will depend upon them 
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what steps, if any, should be taken. Tt will be understood that this cannot be done in 
a moment, owing to the remote situation of the island and the complicated condition 
of titles to property in those parts, and therefore a certain amount of delay must 
elapse before the facts of the matter are clearly established. It is perfectly true that 
the German Government pursue no political interests in the Persian Gulf, and the 
rumour that Germany intends to establish a coaling station on the island in question 
& ently wnitiont foundation, ‘Moca, Wondehaun’ aidevaving & of @ (hiely 
commercial nature, and as such they are entitled to the support of the State in the 
manner in which every State supports its subjects so long as their claims are 
justifiable. 





(41459) No, 304, 
India Office to Foreign Office—(Received December 18.) 


Si India Office, December 18, 1907. 

WITH reference to the telegram No. 379 of the 14th Peostons Majesty's 
Chargé d’Affaires at Tehran regarding Abu Musa Island, I am directed to say that 
Mr. Secretary Morley concurs in the terms of the telegram of instructions which the 
Sccrotary of State for Foreign Affairs proposes to send in reply. 

‘As regards the question of policy involved, Mr, Morley considers it of importance 
that the controversy which may perhaps be inevitable with the German Government 
should, as far as possible, be minimized, He would suggest that it should be made 

ar to y at the earliest, convenient occasion that the action taken by His 
Majesty's Governmont has been solely with a-view to maintaining the Sheikh’s authority, 
ich we havo recognized by ‘Treaty Agreements with him, and not with any object of 
excluding foreign enterprise—a course that, would be inconsistent with the principle of 
the‘ open door,” on which the whole policy of His Majesty’s Government in these 
regions is based. : 

‘The proceedings of the single concessionaire who, independently of his other 
farinerg in the Concession, ected the contract sit, Moss Wonckhinus, wero of 
ki jew to the main- 































com 








of His Majesty's Governme: 
exploitation of the oxide, pro 
With reference to the adv 


















Lam, &. 
(Signed) "A, GODLEY, 











(41451) No. 895. 
Admiralty (o Foreign Office. 





(Received December 18.) 


(Confidential.) 
Sir, Admiralty, December 18, 1907, 
T AM commanded by my Lords Comunissioners of the Admiralty to transmit, 





for the information of the Secrotary of State for Foreign Affairs, decypher of a 
telegram, dated to-day, from His Majesty’s ship “ Sphinx” at Fao, 
‘A copy has also been sent to the India Office. Z 


Tam, &, 
(Signed) ©. I. THOMAS, 















[1549] 37 
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Tnelosure in No. 395. 


Commander Litchfield to Admiralty, 





‘Telegraphic 
i FER TSHATENT of Dayir pirates, 
‘These are now in hands of Sheikh of Mohammerah, Ie admits the guilt of the 
prisoners, but says tribes would object to exeention in public, and that there are 
litical reasons against such a course. He intends, however, to imprison them 
‘or life, and guarantees that they will be kept in safe custody. I have acquainted 
Commander-in-chief with the above. 
‘he “ Sphinx” is leaving Fao bound for Muscat, and will call at Bushiire en route. 


“ Sphinz” at Fao, December 18, 1907. 















(413501 No. 396. 


Sir N. O'Conor to Sir E, Grey.—(Received December 18.) 









P Constantinople, December 17, 1907. 
FOLLOWING from Mr, Wratislaw, dated the 16th December, No. 83:— 


the Turkish Colonel in command on the frontier seems to have heard nothing 
of Tahir Pasha's proposed departure for Van, and asked me again to inform him where 
tho Persian Commissioner wishes the Commission to assemble, The Russian Vice- 
Consul has not receiy rofer in your telegram No. 14. 
Tt is reported that the Persian Commissioner has arrived at Salmas, and may possibly 
be expected here ina few days. 

‘Owing to the continual raiding of the Somai Kurds the state of affairs between 
Vemia and Salmas is becoming tinbearable; unless the Persians take energe 

ws to romedy it, which is hardly to be hoped for, the inhabitants may be driven 

in the Turks to. putan end to it 
“All communications between, here and. Sonjboulak stopped some time ago, and 
the news we got from the liter place reaches us through Tabreez, The Governor- 
Genoral has ordered the inegular cavalry here, which numbers about 100, to join him 
in the neighbourhood of Soujboulak, leaving 30 men in Urmia, ‘There is. great unrest 
in the Soldu district, 

Addressed to Tehran, repeated to Constantinople,” 


T have sent a message to the Grand Vizier warning him of the complications 


which may ensue if the ‘tirkish frontior authorities encourage the Kurds to commit 
deprodations, 


T have repeated the above to Sir A, Nicolson, 











ed the instructions to which y 


































255 


the town, with the obvious intention of provoking disorder, 
two men. 

Several tents have been erected in the Cannon Square for the comfort of the 
Shah's party. Spirits are being supplied to thom, and they remained in possession of 
the square all day, 


esterday they murdered 








(41445) No, 399. 


; Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 18. 
(No. 391) 


(Telegraphic.) P, 
FOLLOWING is confidential ; 


A. Nicolson’s telegram to you, No, 265 of the Uith instant, 
unt of situation given by Russian Minister is misleading, 
form, through the Assembly, Conimittoes have made no demands, 
It is only a very small minority that supports Shah, 
Responsibility for present situation rests with Shah, No 
approaching a regular 
under pretext of suppres 


Tehran, December 18, 1907. 









xcept in proper 








it nie but he has anything 
to dispose of; his scheme was to attack the Popular party 
ade ig the disorders created by his paid rnifians, As the 
Ministers were perfectly aware of this, they refused to be a party to any action likely 
to supply the opportunity le was secking, 
4Zsl-es-Sultan has in all probability designs on the throne. During the last thr 
months lie las withdrawn over 50,0002, from London, and lv is endeavouring. to 
tigratinte himself with the Mejlis, 















(40843) No, 400. 


Sir Ediwird Grey (© Mr. Marling, 





(No, 201.) 
(Welegruphic.) P. 

GENTRAL Persian telegraph line. 

It is desired by the India Ofice that you shold hand over wo the Persian Govern: 
‘ment 12,500 fr. on the Ist January, whicl is, under Convention of the 16th August 
1901, the first half-yearly payment, and that you should exphiin that, as sock ag 
accounts have been completed, any furthor sum due will he paid, 

AAs was done in case of ask royalty, tho amount you have £6 pay will be arrwuged 
Tater as a charge against ‘Telegraph Dopartmont, 





Foreign Office, December 18, 1907. 















(41436) 





No. 397. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Kdward Grey.—(Received December 18.) 


No. 389.) 
Molexrap hic.) 





De ‘Tehran, December 18, 1907. 
FRONTIER, Lam informed by Russian Minister that instructions referred to 
in Mr. Wratislaw’s telegram No. 33 of the 16th instant were dispatched. 





(41444) No, 398. 


Mr, Marling to Sir Edward Grey—(Received December 18.) 
(No. 890.) 
(Welegraphic.) P. Tehran, December 1%, 1907. 
NO Government has been formed. ‘The Popular party is acting strictly on the 
defensive, and the Committees are still guarding the Assembly. ‘The Shah last night 
conceded the Assembly's demands, whieh are moderate, 
Thaye asked the Russian Minister to join me in requesting the Shah to remove 
iis hooligans, as they are a danger to Europeans. A few parties of them are parading 















[41013] No. 401, 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling, 
(No, 202.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, Decem 
ABU MUSA ted oxide Concession. egg SE 
Please see your telegram No, 379 of the 14th December, 
We approve action taken by you, and you should follow th 
taking communication to the German Minister. You should explain that British 
subject, Hassan Samaiyeh, had, apart from Treaty rights, acted fraudulently and illegally 
respect the contract made by him with Wonekh: the reason being that Hassau’s 
third partner had strong objections to the contract with Wénckhaus, and had given 
im no authority in the ater E 
ay__1t was for general information that Treaty of 1892 was published, and sii Q 
Treaty of 1820 was concluded we have had the Sheikh of Sinroue cee 
‘These facts should be brought to the notice of the Minister, qi 








he course proposed in 
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(41479) No, 402. 
India Office to Koreign Office —(Received December 19.) 


Sir, India Office, December 18, 1907. 

IN reply to your letter of tiie 12th instant, Lam directed to say that Mr. Secretary 
Morley concurs in the view of the Secretary of State for Voreign Affairs that it is 
desirable to insist on the Persian Government's fulfilling, without further delay, their 
obligations in respect of the interest due on the British loans of 1903-4, and also on 
tlie immediate payment by them of the sums due on account of the sinking fund, 
unless they agcept forthwith the conditions on which we agreed to permit its 
suspension. 

Lain fo add that it seems to Mr, Morley, in view of the recent news from Tehran, 
that the draft telegram of instructions to the Chargé d’Affaires, inclosed with your 
Tetter, should be modified so as to leave it to his discretion whether to make an 
immediate representation to the Persian Government on the subject, 

Tam, &e. 
(Signed) A, GODLEY. 





(41478] No. 403, 
Initia Ofice to Foreign Office (Received December 19.) 


(Confidontial,) 
Sir, India Office, December 18, 1907. 
IN reply to your letter dated the 17th instant, regarding the proposed destruction 
by one of His Majes ips of the strongholds of the Chief of the Dashti at Dayir and 
Kangan, fam d that Mr, Secretary Morley concurs with Secretary Sir E. 
Groy that it would be well to. approach the Persian Government, as suggested by 
Mr, Marling, In the event of the Porsian Government objecting, no action should, in 
opinion, be taken till the matter has been roferred to His Majesty's 


Tam, Xe. 
(Signed) A. GODLEY. 





(41627) No. 404, 


Mr. Murling to Sir Kdward Grey.—(Received December 19.) 
(No. 392) 
(Lelegraphic.) P, ‘Teliran, December 19, 1907. 
PIRATES, Please see my telegram No. 875 of the 14th instant. 
Acting Consul-General nt Bushire hias received following from Major Cox :— 
“Pirates were handed oyer on the 17th December by Senior Naval Officer and 
myself to Sheikh of Mohammerah, who furnished suitable guarantee for their safe 
custody. 
“He deprecates public execution at Mohammerah in any case on political and 
tribal grounds, but intimates his intention of imprisoning them for life, as he is 
familiar with their antecedents and guilt. 


(41528) No. 405, 


Mr, Marling to Sir Edward Grey—(Received December 19.) 
(No, 808.) 
(Welographie.) Pe Tehran, December 19, 1907. 
T HAVE received following telegram, dated the 17th December, from Captain 
Lorimer in regard to inerease of Ahwaz guard :-— 


tire party under Lieutenant Wilson has arrived at Ahwaz, ‘They experienced 
no difficulties,” 
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141529) No. 406. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Bdward Grey—(Received December 19.) 

(No. 394.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. 
‘TEHRAN situation, 
‘There is no real settlement, though there is a cerlain défente, and tho Shah's 

partisans in the Cannon Square and the crowds round the Assembly have dis . 
‘The Shah has given permission to return to Ala-ed-Dowleh and Nasr-wl-Mulk, 

but he is demanding the removal of some of the most prominent deputies. 


Tehran, December 19, 1907. 


(41631) No. 407. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 19.) 
(is 395.) 
‘legraphic.) P. Tehran, December 19, 1907. 

‘THEE Russian Minister is telegraphing to his Government that the conduct of the 
German Chargé d’Affaires, who has beon showing a very activo interest in the political 
situation, is incompatible with the declaration of the German Government that German 
interests in Persia aro purely commercial, 

Baron von Richthofen has openly boasted to M. de Hartwig that he gave advice 
as to organizing tho defence of the Assembly buildings. He invited the President: of 
the Assembly, with whom he has been in constant communication, to take refuge, if 
in danger, at the German Legation, 

‘There are also other indications that he is trying to make political capital. 


(41543) No. 408, 


Mr, Marling to Sir Edward Grey —(Received December 19.) 
(No, 896.) 
(felegeaphic.) P. Tehran, December 19, 1907. 

CONSUL at Shiraz reports street robberies in brond daylight and continuous 
firing since the 15th instant. He asks authorization to detain sowars of relioved 
‘Legation escort due there to-day, but anticipates no direct danger to British subjects. 

Tn present insecurity of roads it would in any ease be better for them not to 
proceed, and T have accordingly authorized him toact as suggested, 

T have informed Viceroy 


(41545) No. 409. 


Mr, Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 19) 
(No. 397.) 
Telegraphic.) P. 

SHIRAZ situation. 

My telegram No. 296 of to-day. 

‘His Majesty's Consul telegraphs as follows 

“J propose this evening to post sowars in houses of all British subjects in view of 
unsatisfactory condition of town as reported to me this morning. 

“Tn a note to Karguzar I am repeating my previous warning to offect that 
responsibility for British lives and property rests with local authorities,” 


Tehran, December 19, 1907. 


In reply I have telegraphed following -— 


“Tn imy opinion dispersal of your men would be extremely risky. Better course 
would be for such British subjects as desire protection to come to Consulate if 
situation is really grave.” 





[2519] 
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(41546) SOU 


Mr. Marling to Sir Bdward Grey—(Received December 19.) 

(No. 398.) 

(Pelographic.) P. 
EIERAN situation, 
Please refer to my telegram No. 390 of the 18th December, Following is 

seorets— 


Tehran, December 19, 1907, 


As I have already indicated, it is abundantly clear to me that the Shah’s cause is 
being espoused by the Russian Legation, 

‘the Russian Minister agreed quite distinctly yesterday that a joint representation 
should be made to the Shah by our Dragomans, urging the removal of the raffians 
whom he has imported, and basing their request on the interests of the life and 
security of Europeans, ‘he Russian Dragoman, who necessarily acted as spokesman 
when they went to the Palace this morning, gave a message in which the two 
Legations were represented as congratulating the Shah on restoring order, and expressed 
approval when the Shah announced his intention of demanding the expulsion of 
certain prominent members of the Assembly, As to the representation agreed on, lie 
mentioned nothing of the kind, Mr. Churchill returned and informed me, having 
thought it wisor not to dispute in order to avoid the appearance of discord, 

his Legation is, therefore, as the result of the interview, represented as 
acquiescing in the Shah's actions, while no attempt has heen made to diminish the 
danger of disorders, 

Tealled on M. de Hartwig this afternoon to urge that this false impression must 
ho correted. Although the Russian Dragoman’s written report admitted the facts, 
M. do Hartwig of course denied the existence of such an impression, 

1 pointed out that the situation hind grown more threatening during the morning, 
and T represented that the demand of the Shah for the expulsion of the members was 
aflygrant violation of the Constitution, which must be rojected by the Assembly, 
and increase the probabilities of disorders, which it was our joint desire to prevent. 
We should adviso the Shah, I suggested, that this and other unreasonable demands 
should be desisted from, 

Nhe Russian Minister appeared to me to wish to avoid a frank discussion. He 
declared it unnecessary to take the stops which I suggested, and said that the 
Mejlis was losing courage and would accept the Shah's demands. 

It is clear that the Russian Logation will not make any representations on belialf 
of onlor, as such rupresentations must necessarily weaken the Shah's hand. It would, 
anyhow, always be open to M. de Hartwig, as spokesman, to repeat the tactics of lis 
Dragoman—and corrections on my part would produce the impression of lack of 
hiurmony—evon if we again succeeded in agreeing on any. joint representations. 

I fear that the pacificatory influence of this Legation in the present erisis will, in 
these circumstances, be thwarted so long as L have to conform my action to that of the 

ssian Minister; and that attempt at joint action with the Russian Legation will 

result in placing this Legation in a false li 

1 venture to ask for instructions, 

Meanwhile L propose to enlist the good offices of the French Minister, exposing 
tho situation to him confidentially. 





(41547| No. 411. 


Mr. Marliny to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 19.) 
No, 399.) 
tmnt) By ‘Tehran, December 19, 1907. 

T HAVE received visit from two leading members of Mejlis, who state that 
Khorassin is practically in insurrection and that parties are Jeaving for ‘Tehran from 
Mabreez and Resht to support popular cause, His Majesty's Consuls have not 
reported. A telegram to the Assembly from the Tabrees local Assembly has, however, 
heen sliown me, which states that Shalt is no longer fit to rule over Mussulmans, 
having broken his oath, anil that he will no longer he recognized as Sovereign from 
to-day onwards. 
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41479] No, 412, 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling. 
(Xo, 208.) ; e 
(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, December 19, 1907. 
PERSIAN Ioans. Please refor to your telogram No, 306 ofthe 1olk tastane 
You should inform the Persian Government at the earliest moment at which it is 
possible, under present political conditions, that interest is now long overdue, and that 
your instructions empower you to insist that it shall be paid immediately. 
Further, you should inform them, if you consider such a course advisable, that if 


they fail to accept our stipulations without delay, we must demand instant. payment 
of sinking fund, 





(41478) No. 413. 


Sir Rdward Grey to Mr, Marling. 

ie) 
QUESTION of Dayir pirates, 
Refer, please, to my telegram No. 200 of the 17th instant. 


Should objection be raised by Persian Government, do not act without receiving 
further instructions, for which you should apply to me, 


Foreign Office, December 19, 1907, 





141565) No. 414. 


India Office to Foreign Office (Received December 20.) 


___ THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents is compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Afairs, and, ‘by n of Mr, Secrotary, Morley, 

ils herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram 
t oroy, lated the 18th instant, relative to the question of the dispatch of teoope 
into Persia during serious disturbances. 


India Office, December 19, 1907, 


Tnelosure in No. 414, 
Mr, Morley to Government of India, 


(Velogeaphie,) B. India Office, December 18, 1907 
Your telegram dated the 12th December. 

; down in my telegram of the Gth ultimo must be regarded as stiietly 

F ing situation for the present. If His Majesty's Government consider it necessary 
in any way to enlarge that policy, you will be duly inforned, s 
Please refer to your telegram of the 17th January: lust stating that troops would 

no longer be held specially in readiness, I should be glad to know whether the scheme 
for dispatch of coltmns means merely that action which will be necessary in the event 


‘of columns being needed has been considered at head-quarters, or that definite action 
hias been taken. 





(41624) No. 415, 


Sir N. O'Conor (0 Sir Ediward Grey.—(Meceived December 20.) 


(No. 169 
(tel 


preparations necessary for mobilization at a moment's ‘The troops affected are 
the following: the 4th Battalion of the 59th Regiment of Redifs and the Van brigades 
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of irregular cavalry (eighteen regiments), whose head.quarters are Argish and Van. 
oustitutes the whole of the reserves in the vilayet. eee 
the Sultan and the Porte hiave been deeply impressed by recent reports, in. wl 
the ‘Nurkish Ambassador in ‘Telran deseribes the serious nature of the disturbances 
there, and these preparations would certainly appear to be with a view to mecting any 
erent ekson also reported that Tabir Pasha and the other Ottoman Commissioners 
ere expected to reach Van on the 10th. - 
see imave repeated the above to St. Petersburgh and Tehran. 





[41612] No, 416, 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 20.) 

rere ‘Tehran, December 20, 1907. 

Pelographic,) B. rehran, December 20, 1907. 
(Telos) received following telegram, No. 19 of the 19th instant, from Consular 
at Tabrees cane 
“Prine Birman Birma left Serdaront yesterday for Goan en route for Miandoab 
with 200 irregular cavalry, one regiment, Tour guns, and 400 loads of ammunition: 
Hwvo more regiments and 1,000 horsemon will join him in Maragha and Miandoab. 
ve hundred Kurdish horsemen marched on Miandoab, but withdrew when seeing 
that Samet Khan, late Governor of Saoujboulak, was prepared to offer resistance. 

ituation here quiet, but much uneasiness prevails on account of events in Tehran, 





(41697) No, 417, 
Consul-General Cox lo Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received December 21.) 


Ae Chm) Bushire, November 25, 1907. 
| HAVE the honour to submit for your consideration a copy of a very interest 
and exhaustive Report drawn up by Mr, Vico-Consul Chick on the operations of tho 
Hamburg-Amerika Line in these waters during the first year of their as and 
Iuting of the litter on the prospects of British ecommerce, venture to hope thay as 
far ax is considered possible, the attention of Chambers of Commerce may be directed 

{o the salient con: ‘arrived at, 

‘Tho Report is very thorough 
with Mr. Chick's, [do not think advanta be gi by my delayi 
‘of the pape Jor to discuss at length the various problems dealt w him. 

"Phe main fact is that it seoms to be clearly demonstrated that if British Shipping 
Companies and British traders can only he induced to arouse themselves and look ve 
the wonk spots in their armour, there is as yet no reason for us to be serious ly 
apprehensive of the effect of the German competition lately inaugurated. It may 
rather prove a useful corrective and stimulant. . ; ; a 

Tn’ this conncetion I would draw special attention to the summary of ‘salient 
desiderata given at the conclusion of the Report. In regard to the several items: which 
the exertions of this Consulate-Ceneral can assist in, promoting Tocally, all that is 
possible is being done, but items 1,9, 4, and 6 especially I respectfully commen to 
the sympatlctig consideration of His Majesty's Government, which will, E hope, indorse 
the view that, having regard to the , the early capture of 
prominent commercial points of vantage is Ti iaterially in con hating 
the evident elforts of Germany to create vested interests on which she may a 
base a 1) to be associated with the politieal as well as the commercial future o! 
Southern Persia and the Gulf, 
Ra ae ae the opportunity afforded me by the submission of the present Report wo 
testify my thorough appreciation of the ability and great industry which Mr. Chick, 
awho has now held the post of Vice-Consul for a complete year, brings to bear upon 
‘all his work, 1 could not wish for a more satisfactory lieutenant, and feel sure that 
British commercial interests in this neighbourhood could not be in better hands, 
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Tam forwarding a copy of the Report simultaneously to the Govermment of Tndin 
and His Majesty's Chargé d’Affaires at Tehran. 
T have, &, 
(Signed) P. Z, COX, Major. 


Tnelosure in No, 417. 


Report on German Trade and the Hamburg-Amerika Line in the Persian Gulf, 1906-1907. 
Confidential.) 


‘THE entry of the Hamburg-Amerika Line into the trade of the Persian Gulf in 
August 1906 came in nowise as a surprise, for already in 1806 Lord Salisbury yd 
alluded in a despatch to Her Majesty's Minister in Tehran to au atinowincement thit 
fia dizeet line under the German flag between Hamburg and Bushire is iu eon 
templation.” 

A full year having expired since the service was initiated, statistics are now 
appended to slow the trend and effect of the operations of the German Steamship 
Company, more especially as far as regards Bushire and the nether waters of tho Gulf, 
___ Statistics alone, however, hardly express the spirit of competition engendered hy the 
visits of the Hamburg-Amerika steamers, for the fact that the German firm of Robert 
Wenckhaus and Co. were given the agency of the steamship line, and have to a certain 

le to: make the steamers specially foster their own eommercial dovelop- 
mupled with the keen interest taken for the of the scheme by the 
finaucial institutions, has naturally aroused a antagonistic 

spirit among the important British commercial concerns in the Gulf ports. 

If anything, the attitude of Ri als and the Russian Odessa Company 
has been One of even greater stspicion towards the German venture than has that of 
our own nationals, 

‘The ultimate aim and orientation of the new undertaking in its politico-cominercial 
sense, arnestly sought for, has proved very difficult of ascortainment; and this 

uncertainty has kept the European mercantile communities in a state of somewhat 

tures by the Deutsche-Orient Bank of Hamburg to native 


bas, ostentatious forward poliey in, Lingal, including, i 
flying of the German flag over two native boats, the endeavour to 


gurate rvlations with the Arab coast, as well as financial operations in Bushire, and 
ours of otlier forms of enterprise have added to the perplexity with wl 
it identification with the polities and commerce of Per 


i f consisted, in August 1906, 
igs, of Heinicke and Con, in 
rizy manger , «, erstwhile captain of the Persian gunboat 
lis,” now a merchant exporting vegetable produce, chiefly gum, gum tragacanth, 
nil of Messrs, 1, Wonck 1, ‘The latter tim has extended its 
‘derably iu the past few years, enabled, no doubt, todo so. through the 
afforded by the dormant partners, Messrs, ‘Tratin, Stiirekon and Co. 
rg, 4 member of whose firm tonred the Gulf a year or so ago. 
‘obert Wonekhaus first appeared! in the Gulf as the employé of Messrs. Prins, 
us whether the veutire would prove successful, 
preferred not to involve their own name in the speculation, which, however, at the 
ment was lucrative enough. Business was first started at Lingal in or about 189 

entirely for the shell trade. In 1809 Mr. Winekhaus opened out in Bahri 
nan employé, British firms having previously been represonted in the islands by 
native agents. ‘Iu 1904 Mi. Wonekhius was induced to extend his operations to 
Bushire, and itis certain that at first his pri still unable to decide whether the 
would or should uot be couducted in their own name saw reason to regret the 
Knowledge of the intentions of the Hamburg-Amorika Line, however, changed 
the aspect of affairs for them, aud further expansion to Mohainmerali, Bussorahy and 
Bunder Abbas in 1904 and following years resulted. 
¢ firm is at present represented in Balirein aud the Persian ports by— 

Herr Bahnsen, at Bahrein, 


[1549] 
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Preights. 


; Ce serra eS Sar ds 
‘The first effect—a beneficial one—of the incidence of German competition mad 
Maren 4 rapid fall of freight rates to Europe, Previously the three British 
shipping lines forming. the Conference, wiz.: (1) The Anglo-Algerian Steamship 
Company ; (2) the Bucknall, Stean-ship| Lines and (8) the West Hartlepool Steam 
Navigation Company had a fixed rate from Dighire io London of 3, per 40 cubic fest, 
ith ag ad scale for produce in bags or bulk. ‘There were rumours befo 

FE ead et or rear that Geights would be offered at 11s, and London 
rates were rede to 20s, basis, but the initial German rate proved to De 18s to 20s 
aus! soon sotted down. at the last figure, ‘here have beon, however, substantia 
Gifferoncos in the tonnage allotted to various. produce hy the Hannbung-Amerika 9s 
fompared with the English steamers thus gum is recone per ton of 15 et hy the 
“Cantezeie,” poe ton of 18 ext by the German Ting, ‘The last-named ine stil shows 
a distinet disporition to ent rntes sl finer by ynderquoting prices, in the hope ol 
i(racting the custom that dc With the prospect of a rats war, the Anglo- 
NM in the spring of 1907 its intention of making Hamburg a port 
‘man Company. has threatened to take cargo. from 
known, fulfilled its threat, But as 

have standing orders, itis believed, to 


of call; on the other 
Tondon and Manchester, bi 
regards exports from tl 
proceed ditect to Hamburg or Antwver 
ho hooketl 


‘Whe monthly sai fiected by the following ste 


Steamship Ch Steani-ship j 
Se rs Si y Canadian. 
“Save 
“Tungatr 2.830 tom 
» Canailia, G1 wns. 


i ; oe mat Bushite to date 
‘Tho average period from the dato of arrival of these steamers at \ 
of their return call his heen, twentyefone to i ss Mone than ng of Men is 
However, been stinnded on the Thnsgoraly bar the steanahips*Hunggria was eported 
around four days in the Straits of Messina, was delayed onthe } Janay ya 
escapade of her eaptain, who lett his “hip ttt lielp of a dhov inl the 
sane captain as fora incor of the steaiship *Toutaniay” whieh put 
0 Port S th, het: propel ting the chaster of the | 
aa ear AinarveTaatly on the bomowand voyage the steamship * Teuton 
‘vent ashore on Masor i fit the dominions of the Sultan of Museat, and seems 
Tikely toy 


Pinanoinl Aspects, 


‘how heavy: losses alone must needs be written off against any profits that 1 
i ae i os ne Company from freights. But it is highly improbable that any 
profit was made on any inant hic master of ove the German esses 
the mum youchsafed the st wag resulted ina dead loss to 
Company of not less than L000 Mo vf 
the Gulf, as wiven in the statisties hereto goes far 
shi leks could aco bet susthing but welled. | Aw averaa 
At all the Gall ports and Bussorat (exclusive of Bagdad through 
packigos por vessel per voyages mnch inferior quimutity to that 
British bottoms; aud further iavestisation shows tat these packages are 
and sual ear, pleve-xoods and sr eng present fn vex sal proportions. 
‘Martie factor, euting to indieat tha the net res of the enterpese hts Da 
go far eonsiderable loss — whether to the Hamburg Amerika, Line or its ayents = is, the 
a pr adopted by tho German steaneship agents at Bussralk gud Mobamperal of 
fling the ships, with their own export cargo. Lamm aasured hy. British merchants of 
Jong experience in the Gulf that stich a pe exceptional is, bee 
sroved hefore nov to be the reverse of te ‘on steamers account, and 
Tieans certain Losses to the agent iy ease, There is yet © be peel te 
edbit of the venture the faets that practically litte earge has been taken away fi 
the ‘Gall ate other than Bussorab, Mohammerah, and Bagdad, that watchful 
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ll the other Companies has reduced the German bookings: of native 

imum, and lastly that, as exemplified in several cases in Bushire, their 

igents are not always fitted by a knowledge of local conditions and of the race, with 
whom they deal, to make the necessary headway. 

‘The probable sourees of loss during the period under observation being thus 
indicated locally by circumstantial signs, the admission by the Company of its losses 
is worthy of mention, His Majesty's Consul-General at Hamburg as in a confidential 
letter, written previous to the “mishaps which attended the ill-fated steam-ship 
*‘Teutonia,” mentioned that “according to their own statement of the Hamburg- 
Amerika Line the steamer service which was started last year between Hamburg: and 


the Persian Gulf ports (and other ports) was not attended by profits, but, on the contrary, 
was attended with considerable costs.” 


Tt would he idle to conjecture the causes which have led the Hamburg-Ainerika 
hip Company to undertake these costly sailings, and the probable limit to 


m of the present service, A 


which losses will he sustained without a modifi 


Tt is, however 
sels in the 


which 
ial and 
If seem to 
alfor1 no special grounds for apprehending any marked impetus in the carvying trade 
Mhunburg-Amerika vessels. ‘The principal commodities in, heavy demand. in 
are Manchester goods and sugar, both French and Belgian, ‘The first are 
placed in the popular estimation for a long period, and the contract for 
onch sngar is at present held by an English steamer lino, while the 
major part of the Belgian brand likewise falls to another Buglish Compiny, As lo 
as the British Companies maintain their prosent attiquile: towards) any: competitive 
nt, such as the entting of rates by the German Company, and their option ot 
the renewal of existing contracts, dete would seein, in the absence of any Ci 
instinitions. set up or concessions obinined in the south-west of Persia, (6 be sniall 
probability of direct trade with the Persian ports warsanting the eontinnance of y 
on business grounds, | Moreover it is expected that the statisties Jor the second year of 
the German Company's visits will show i decrease, as the result of various measures by 
the British firms fo 11 tnido against further encroachments. 
Ihof the importand export cargoes carried by. tho 
Hamburg-Amorika Line's steamers have heen obtained through the kindness of His 
jesty’s Consul at Bussorab, those statistics do not cover the total period now under 
amd the comparison between the wade with the various ports is the 


, and similarly as regards. statistical information received trom the Pol 
Resident at Bagdad, 


So far as the comparison extends it is cle 


prospec 


that the importations into Turkish 
territory a xeess of those into the Persian ports, and) the. exports 
Bushiro cannot even be proportionately compared with the exports 
which are, it is understood, very largely the shipn 

En vi it would appear that the carrying trade of the: Himburg-Amerika 
steamers has lain even more with the ‘Turkish ports than the normal predominance of 
Bussoral over Bushire would pressuppose 

Putting on one side times of abnormally advanced prices for grain in Murope, such 
as tlie present, the experience of steamer agents in Bussoral, who have bought cargo 
expressly to fill their own steamers, has been heavy loss. ‘Phe maintenance, of the 
existing costly and inprofitable service without-a chaig y will 
40 far towards showing whether the line is not in reality 
or induced by the promise of further gain from the ¥ 
to persist in a doubtful speculation, 


in 
rom Bussoral, 
nian agents, 


jovernment, 
plirates and Tigris 


Pair L—Lmported Cargoca, —« 


Reference to Statistical Table No. 1 gives 1 xact numbers of packages landed at. 
Muscat, Buhrein, Bander Abbas, Lingah, Bushire, and Mohammerah, Ahwaz, cargo is 
uot given, as the importsare unimportant, Iu the majority of eases the ships’ manifesta 
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i of for information. Tn no case has it 
obtained fom the Tol Customs for this, information, Tn ne cae as 


market, and except as reg 
of Bushire cargo is fairly ace 


Ports oi Arab shire of (ull: 
Muskat cs oe 
ahi 


prt 
Tne Abbas 


Bushire 
Moliamweral 


ui kish ports — a, 
oral (for seen mouths ooly is given as) 
(otssls inonths only ts given as) 


Bushive. 


ire was very small—only 900 packages per 

fo Tanded at Bushire was very sinall—only % i 
vessol. Owing to the extreme reticence of the German office it rani apes ie 
bial he osict valuation of the imported goods, ‘The number of packages, chief 
Neavy earao, hronght by a British steamer of the Conference Lines to Bushireaverag 
,000-9,000 packages, and the record cargo has exeeeded 17,000 en iRaey 

"Te will ot be out of pace to hava a forecast that the second year of the lines 
sailings to the Ciulf will not show ase in iso Me eee 
threo vessols of the second year hb 

mg an aver 

7, AOL 


‘he average ea 


Stuy, Sveti tog and Dutchess ’ 

‘The current year, ol only five months’ Sar i 
Gor eee eee bint tt Ttchive lunge decrease ail farce trom {1,086 to 
TvOle as compared with Inst yeat,. ‘This is the more remarkable as both the tal 
Mile of import and that assigned to the United Kingdom are largely in excess 0 
106-7, 3 

Imports during the Year, August 1906-Soptember 1907, by the 
Hambirg-Amerika Line, 

Imports during the year, August 1906-Septembor, 1907, by the Hamburg- 

Amerika Line: — 3 





Packages: | Approximate Value in £. 


Hamiburis cargo 
Antwerp 
‘Trivato (he 
Marsuilles 


To,s08 





‘Tho above Table shows the ports of shipment of the cargoes, Antwerp providing 
ia Roi aubinere valuatlav cargo, “itis Caner seen that Houiburg eatgo ts 


285 


more nondescript than that from Antwerp; it would thus appear that in the event of 
arate war breaking out the British Steamship Companies would he justified in making 
Antwerp, rather thin Hamburg, « port of call 

Jndigo-—By far the most important article imported by the Hamburg~Amerika 
Line was synthetic indigo from the Badische Soda-Auilin Fabrik at Ludwigshafon, 358 
cases being imported by 8 different vessels. Hach ease weighs uct 136 Ib,, either 3, 4, 
or 5 tins going to the case, A tin inspected (of a case containing 4 tins) measured 
20 by 12 by 8 inches, and weighted 34 Ib. gross. ‘The tins, packed five to a caso, 
weigh 27 Ib. each. ‘This article hias, ina few months, made a large inroad in a field 
hitherto held by India, natural dyes. In 1905 indigo, to the value of 21,1640, was 
brought into Bushire from India, chiefly Madras and Khairpur; in 1906-1 the 
value fell to 15,8331, the quantity to ewt. 1°444, and there appeared an item of 8241, 
from Germany. In the six months of the year 1907-8, which come within the 
purview of the present report, over 300 eases of the latter product have een imported 

th a Customs’ value between 4,0001,-5,0001., and a local yaluo at destination in 

ess of 6,000. Enquiry at Isfahan, the greatest dyeing centre in Persia, showed 
that the price of synthetic indigo was about 110 krang (21. 4s, approximately) per Shah 
wan of 13.1), ‘The Indian article varied, according to. quality, from 100-200. kranis 
2l. to, 41. 88.) for the same weight. Tt is thought by His Majesty’s Consul-Cleneral ut 
Isfahan that the artificial is destined to supplant the natural dye, as the former has beon 
4 great success at Isfahan and Sultanabad,  Bushire is remote from the dyeing centres, 
but it would appear that « Jarger demand for indigo has existed during tho current yen, 
for the Customs’ returns here give the import of Indian indigo for tho first fivo months 
5 134°108 Ib, with a value of 16,5492. ‘The market is very probably overstocked, and 
in any case Indian exporters of the better-class dye will need to reduce their prices 
considerably to compete against the German article; there is nothing at. present. to 
show that the Indian exporter has realised the threat to his trade and taken stops to 
meet it. ‘The largest importer is a certain ssa Sarkis, of Isfahan, and Messrs, Ziegler 
and Company also use it at Sultanabad, 

Matelies.—These aro all Swedish by origin; the Vulean Tandstickor “Globo” 
brand, inanufactured at Tidaholn in Sweden, a sulphur match, ‘They are packed in 
cases containing 50 gross, and in boxes of about 75 each, 1f inches in length, but thei 
chief merit is the low price of 140 krans (21. 15s, Gd.) per 40 gross. ‘Transhipment is 
effected at Hamburg, and the agents are Messrs, Vogler and. ‘Trummer, of 6, Lloyds’ 
Avenue, london. In an overstocked market, this brand of matches classified as 

rman” hy the local Customs’ Adininistration—has carried all before it, It cannot 
be too niphasized that the sulpliur mateh is predominant in 1 

ability of the great portion of the peasant class to pay for a ma 
Jack of enterprise on the part of British manufacturers to_attempt competition with 

so the fuct that all thoso anatelics classified Ly tho Customs as 
ady been noted in the ‘Trade Report 


ugar, Loaf. Railinerie Tislomontoise, in cones about 

ches in height, wrapped in. blue paper with « round black label in the contre 

golil lettering. | The use of this brand of sugar is. practically confined to the const 
districts of the Persian Gulf, the article meeting with little Tayour up-country on 
account. of less insolubility, and lack of sweetness as compared with Bronch sugar, Ax 
a rule, itis packed in cases, more rarely in bags for transport In the littoral 
it holds the market, principally on account of i the cones only weigh 
1-70 kilog, though ihe same size as 2 kilog, ix cones go-to the case, ‘This 
sugar is nsually earried by the Anglo-Algerian Company's vessels, and it would appear 
that no strict contract existed as in the case of the St. Louis sugar, Tn view of tho 
vogue attained, by Belgian loat-sugar boil in Turkish Arabia and the Guif, to tho 
“building up” of which trade the German Consul at Bagdad has mado reference, it 
might he to the advantage of the Anglo-Algerian Steam-ship Company to secure ‘am 
exclusive contract; the agents here tack information as.to the existing arrangemonts 
nade by the “Société de !'Exportation des Sueres” with the above-mentioned ani 
Hamburg lines, 

‘hie opportunit ke an appeal for a trial of manufacture for the 
Persian market. by: inte & Co. have, it is believed, informed 
one English shipper that they ones ata price that would 
Pay them. ‘Though owing to the cheapness of sugar the moment may be unpropitions, 
Yel it is possible that at the instance of the Board of rade and Chambers of Conmerce, 
the English manufacturer wonld be prevailed on to put English cones on the market 

9} 
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Doside the Belgian, Austrian, and French, Samples of these latter would gladly be 
ont with full details as to packing. ae 
Ten ae eek. "Bost marks” granulated brand from Hamburg a din 
colouel Th aie which is only appreciated in the const districts, and then only when 
here is a scarcity of Austrian erystals Fae 
a Th this eonnection attention might be called to the f “ ae Os sof 
Mat sugar, the ist nore for spine years sold wall in Buse Sow 
‘and much’ more business might have been done a fonsiid 
tee eae ine a great advantage over Hest, on the groaned of greater purity, ithe 
ives of Shith rolionists lure, The mediumesized erystals were slightly yellow, 
tinged, but the chief desideratum is a low contract price between Mauritius 
Bushire if possible. ode : 
Druge—Are. almost entirely imports. from } 
‘Tehran, «The shippers are manifested as Blombel Gebriit wk 
Clndls,—Shipments from Autverp of steaine eadles manufacture by 
adenhoven and Co, Priced at 36 krans per ease of thirty packets. fe eee 
oa a ma All Heligan mannfactuced, shipped. by’ Lemmens Cotoored aud 
white, fhe panes measure 12 inches by 10 inch coloured ace rong) geal 
tod fn Bushire al Shir for dors and winslow" Cases contain sists 
arely cages of thirty panes 21 inc ies by 2» inches, Price in Bushi 
caso of whito; 0 krans por ease of coloured. gamete 
Oa Ror Antwerp leo manufacture the iconmarie r 
‘riatalleston. de Diaccarat,”” None has been disposed of here, so no. sample 
Cr ae ence ttanta from up-eamitey, Dut the stem comprises such articles 
ng, chandeliers, lustres, slasses, candlesticks, & = neh ceases 
FE an ae eT Nie Antwerp. shipments’ wore ther’ white canes of 
Meson G2 Zan Heck and Zanes or cotton drills fom Van eek and Co, both ol 
Amehede, None ate for the Bushire or Shiraz markets, the cambries going to Isfahan 
int elaran, the cis to Ista not new trade, and. thero have been provious 
Consignments in past years, The German agents have constantly sent to Germany 
nlea of Manchester goods for imitation es, at least, facture 
FE a era eitace the market not bolt salficenthy atractive, erm prints 
TRAMs i ack of knowledge of requirements, widths, for 
Hee 7-98 ines Mi, sully ave Better woven aul of 
Reta e are: oo for the marke 
at desig 1" Fingtish, but oth cloth and price are too gootl fc : 
aot AE ay nanutueture,_ eousigned to Buslire by Eugenio 
Riddenterg bttered hore at about 2% per machine, but probably stil unsold as there 
‘idenberd, offered hore at about 2 
is little opening in Bushiee town, se CTA NP, 
vontniec Was exported from Biume, Only 752 cases wer 
ui ; i thielly for re-export to 
st Shiva”, but over 10,000 at Lingah, chiefly 
FA ee reeiat tlie fing beat no tank as to the flashlight staid of he 
Te xthicay, oil has Tithe last two yours driven Mussian petroleum off the Bushire 
iekets, bit the lattor reaches the Shiraz bazaars from the north, American oil ea 
robably hold its own with the Kuropean import in price, f 
Fe edad. A consideralie inher of samples have bgen browgbt for te 
somes agents, ad wore will be sai on their method of advertising, It s noticeable 
that Arne in Ringland and Inia have heen regrettably inattentive to the annonneement 
Hf the eirewlation of samples made by the Bushire Consubite-Ceneral some months go, 
otal tas intended io alton fifities and encouragement to British trade, but lus 1 
wit Title response. : 
LHuahive—Beported Caryoes. 
‘Phe produce takew from Lusbire by the line during the twelve months was 
comprised and distributed as follows : 





Hawt 

Loudon 

New York 

Antwerp os 
Marseilles 
Thrkiel and otber ports 


‘Total rs ’ 223 
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‘The value of almost all the exported produce is taken from the declarations made, 
to the Customs, the balance calculated at current rates; for the rest, export: declira- 
tions are to a degree unreliable. ‘The greater bulk of these exports were made in the 
first six months. 

‘he sceds were nearly all Messrs, It. Winckl 
consignments by the German Heinicke in Shira 
tragacanth to Londo 
‘TVwen 


nus! own cargo; the raisins and gum. 
7 for Hamburg and New York; gun 
The opium to London was consigned by Persian merchants. 
wenty-four chests of that shipped were lost in the ill-fated steams ia," 
tis thus apparent that little support was aecorded to the line by th 
Exports from Bushire to Germany were, according to the Customs statistics in— 
1905 
1900-7 h 21,8002, gum, 
_ Iv is significant to note that for the five montis of the current, year, st 


i istios of 
vailable, the direct exports to 


Jormany have decreased from 5.2191, to 


Patronage, howe agerly sought by the German agents, terms ary made 

ting. Support might he obtained if the British lines are not watchful of 
their interests, Quite recently, during the opium boom, a serious. blunder was made 
when rates wore raised without warning from 27s. 6d, to 40s, per chest by 
nent of the British lines in London, The German line immediately lowered its own to 
20s., and the Loudon Con Ato climb down, : 

‘The faith of the Persian merchant in the British, ( 
he now beli Hl hy Kept rates down when the British were 
trying to put them up. If the British Companies forfeit the goodwill of the native 

fant, and the is shrewdly quick at playing off one competitor against 

wotlier, a deviled impetus wonld be given to the-German position at Bushire, 

‘The experiments made by the firm of Wonckhaus and Company in shipping 

ince, poppysect, and other seculs to Tinrope is the. more remarkable. ao tie Ieatieh 
anil agencies in Bushire and Shiraz practically ignore the exportiof such proibice, 

Tt is opined that the ti come for these exports to he pushed, and for British 
houses to institute a demand. ‘The present: seauty supply locally is largely the result 
absence of demand by prominent houses in Bishire,  Castorseeds ean he 

ned to the amonnt of, p  ewt. on the island of Bushire, and more in the 
sbouring districts of 1 distance of some 25 miles, but demand for 
quantity would at once induce cultivation, Linseed, poppysecd lucern, 

z around Kaverun, on the main route 120 iniles from 


n, some s from the coast at Bunider Dilum and Shitaz, 180 
niles from Bushires 


‘The chief 1 


the manage= 


panies hits heen shaken, for 


v for the fostering of osports to the United Kingdom lies in the 


transport from the Kars centres of cultivation to Bushivo, 
ention of the British Government might profitably, ow the Russian Agreoment 
hans by ‘il at, be directoi! to the promotion by English capital of the i 
of transport. Slight deviations from the present route might even porn 
exteut, of wheeled trafic, ‘The proper surveillance of the 200 tiles. by any ‘Transport 
Company would conduce, it is believed, in whirge degree to. the. greater security of 
crehnndiza on the ronda, ‘ho iuberest lack of aint Vy Parvisn ine 
south, and mistrustof each other and their own Government, most emphatically debiur 
foreign trade from waiting for the remedy to come from the native, ‘There would seem. 
to be no prospect of an improvement of existing caravan routes emanating, from any 
thin! source save British or other foreign capital, 

‘The German Legation liad already in 1906 directed its attention to the fact that 
no Concessions were held on the southern x nxistence of a Transport Company, 
whether involving or not a Concession, would imply important commercial influence, 

A reference to the comparative Table of Exports shows the relative importance 
to the Han ika Line of the sources from which cargo was taken in 10 


if, to a certain 


Pant U.—Ports other than Bush 
Muscat. 


‘The imports into Muscat are only remarkable for the 
ition. Cases of arms average fifty pieces per c% 
ot estimated for but on 


O71 cases of arma and 
ise, and, as the ammunition is 
les, the valuation may be somewhat excessive. The typo 
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cher, which has lately begun to make its 
sreapon import ved to be Mannlicher, which has yt makes 
a ee rthe Bushire «istrict, for a large portion of the cargos presinaly 
teen brought over to the Porsian coast, where the trafic in arms has greatly increased 
late, being carried on ith iinpunity in the very neighbourhood of Boshire, Tn this 
connection itis interesting to note that the Munshi of the German 
Hs inerete in uo ems frac aan agent at Mts 
Nov iformnaton is ty han to sho the natu or texte of de bales of pleeezoad 
imported o their popularity résd-ris Man oorls. Musca 
for export eargn by the German v 


Lal 


Linport cargo, consists prineipally of coffee ¢ sy and piece 
goods. Messrs. Wonekhans and Co, have how been tabi ° 
ours, and are considerable competitors of Messrs, Gray, a ho chief 
Fee ae ae ear ge fs por’ Santos colfes.. The German Stea mer Company 
i Lin said, brought pressnre to. bear on certain exporters of meals 
iis, iis said ro . esters of erie un 

tscillos hy threatening, to shut out th » future ness all s 
aera Pesuualven Me ata Coutenmnee els tel at Bahn sud 

A React i oh « Bombay Companies and the 

there fy no chive in trade with, Burope s Hosni Conpanios an 
, Wouckhiaus and Co. have undoubtedly profited, : 
Fe aa eet sc ells; and are now able to supply Hamburg by 


It is adinittod by the agent of the : 
i vo vessels made special journoys to the fron. Ts 
See Mie ae exten daye steaming and aoe tive cage dea w land 87 tons 
virgo and ship 330 tons, for which the freight m: ne x 
Foe ee aL geseols have. apd O05 take of ergo ad export O21 tons 
Novertholess, it is reported that xpecial boats are being built fo 
accommodation for pilgrims. jab Tloyila caro; aie has 
iii lerinan live Has recently securud all the Austrian Lloyd's cargo, 
en rer Hat wad daesonne years has included a large quantity of sugar. 
firm of Wonckhaus and Co., a8 agents of the Ti Ne 
ovor Messrs. Gray, Paul and Co, in Bahrein, on eae of an 1 
Redocareulll reduced freight of Is. per ton. 
ee Hae th : gular clients, and most of the 
nv Vermicelt —e quanty import hy Mess, Wonekhans and Co, is slg 
inferior to that by Gray, Paul and Co, KY aoe it 
¢ quility of the former apparently does not find equal favour | om 
He ie He ua Geant nd th. have imported a large quantity ‘of late on u ie aut 
eri but the quality of the Hamburg coffee Pate a pas rhe 
Tontont the former beings antiically « oe a iy ays Tay 
Fa ao rt by the fen to mestors Of pearing boats on account of shells to b 
OR Nar i elonged to the English fia, 
¥ ~ all the sugar imported belonged to ve 
Hid, Mee Ws nf gig eet ia es 
a i ew. ding in them on their own account ¥ 
SEE oe eee Ue he Gacainitl uhaseabont the same quantity 
oe the Enish firm Dut hie allowed their native agents 20 per cent. commission, 
Which it is doubtful if the price of shells can stand, 


Bunder Abbas. 


chi Iphur 
sos wore lanled during the year, of which 2,2 Deen sulp! 
i for which have, it is belioved, originated without exception from 
Me Forhos aiid Co, of Kurraches, Oily one vessel called nthe return 
‘voyages and [is Majesty's Consul remarked at the el af February He aa 
in lias tot at this port proved hitherto a formidable (0 British shippers." He 
ee WHiGncealtonlion ive! Cerna local, merchants besa, the 
recipients of stuidty letters from the Deutsche-Orient Bank, of Hamburg, offerin 
ee oa saci nator of trade selations with’ Norra Fhurope," bi s0 
faras can be ascertained, these have had no other rosult except to create suspicion. 


The trade of Bunder Abbas is largely in the 
Kurracheeand Bombay. ‘There 
Bunder Abbas. 

The yalue of imporis from 
Reports, was -— 


hands of Hindu traders, who rely on 
no German agent of Messrs. R. Wonckhaus and Co. in 


Germany to Bunder Abbas, as given in the ‘Trade 


oy 
A437 
28.049 


Lingalh, 


Lingah trade has sunk rapidly since the Customs were taken over in 1902 by the 
Persian Department, and for inland trade there is practically 10 market beyond. the 
small port itself. Lingah has lost its importance as a distributing centre for tho coast 
of Oman, but the explanation of the large mumber of packages landed lies in the fact 
that the agency of Messrs. Wenekbans and Co, has made use of Lingal as the port for 
discharge of cargo for transhipment to Debai, where trade is reported to he growing 
in volume. Debai import trade is almost entirely done with India, and it is probable 
that direct communication with Europe means lower prices in some articles, 

‘Tho imports represent orders obtained by the German agent of Messrs. Wonekhans 
and Co, who is making considerable show and, according to reports, lhoasts of the 
headway German trade is making at Lingah, 

‘The firm has acquired the former Persiin Customs premises, the best site on the 
quay, and has purchased two native craft to collect shells from the peatling-vossels, 

Thero is no doubt but that this unexpected development of German trivle in Lingah 
8 greatly duo to supineness on the part of tho Persian agent of Messrs, Cray, Baul 
and Co. ‘The latter firm have so far recognized this that they propose to send a nore 
energetic Anglo-Indian representative to Lingah shortly, 

It will bo seen, as a sequel, whether the amount of sugar, macaroni, and coffee 
imported by the German agency has diminished or not next year! 

Arno attempt has been made by Messrs. Wonckhans and 
branch in Debai, where no Huropean agent has yet resided, 


As regards exports, the trade in shells his been a monopoly for’ the German firm 
at Lingal, 


Co, to estab) 


Ahwaz. 


The number of puckages imported by the first seven vessels doos not, as detailed 
ly His Majesty's Consul at Moharimorah, exceed 600. 


Parr WL 


o are eer uection with @ review of Gorman trade in the Gulf, 
i seem to call for sp ion. 
al of the foregoing detailed information must render salient the fuct that 

German firm of Winckhaus and Co, are utilizing the German lino for the export of 

r own purchases of grai > Tt is doubtful Loth whether the pecuniary: 

wsis of the shipping line will he promoted by this restricted policy, and. till more 
+0 whether the use uitde of the line by the native exporters is witficiont to benofit the 
commercial interests of German 

On the contrary, it would Seem that the Shi 
Goputed, at considerable cost to itself, to afford facilities to a single German firm, ty 
create an interest in fact. ‘The establishmentof a branch at Bussorah andthe institution 
of the steamer service were to a degree chronological. ‘There was, perliaps, an under. 
standing that the firm in question should, on its part, maintain and expend fs agencies 
on the Persian shore, two of which cannot under existings conditions pty their way. 

‘The comparatively: modest figure ent hy the German line in Persia should not lull 
the British Companies to any undue sense of security. ‘The latter aro alkeady. at a 
disadvantage in two points. 

‘The irregularity of sailings needs alte 
make, for examplo, S 


ipping Company has been deliberately 


tion. Exporters at Bushire wishing to 
ptember, October or November shipments can never be sure of 
nglish vessel being available, and the mere uncertainty has, to. our knowledge, 
before now thrown cargo into the arms of the n office. The English Companies 
—despite official representations made to Gorerament-—have not yet recognized the 
utility of printing sailing notices ; it is a considerable impediment for exporters in 


Bushire not to know to the list moment by what ship and on what date their cargo will 
[1519] 


3% 








be taken, ‘This ignorance of the movements of the British vessels applies not only to 
traders, but to the very ships’ agents. 

Tewanld not be difficult for the British firms to print cards, as the Germans 
done, giving approximate dates of the return of their vessels from Bussoral conan 
oon a pards could be sent for distribution amongst the principal traders, and, 
though & rough aide, would not leave the would-be exporter in such doubt 38, 
present, Further, regarding advertisements in general, the initiative has come, from 
Pree Comscanye who have lately spread! Droadeast over the town, even in the 
ao er eat alate tant, excellent maps of Persia and Arabia, and calendars giving the 
equivalent dates of the Persian and Roman ealendars. 

Tt raul be xinise for London Companies to ignore the effect of such diligent 
courtship of the Persian trade. 

Yot anotlior source of constant comp) fecting British, steamers, and to which, 
their gtention, shoud bo dravyn, is their sacrifice of Bushire. to the interests of 
ier tk that ob times implies the shutting out of Bushire export cargo. To cite one 
Pensa ovoral lnundred. wicks of tobacco had been applied for and promised to a 

in reclopool steamer by the Russian Steanrsbip Agency. ‘The native agent of the 

AL Breeorah, ratused, however, 0 allow. space for this cargo to Bushire,, and 

in. canyi finting dhe Rnssian agents and 


attention of Government 

in the landing of cargo 

at Bushire, ie years past. be referred! to, 

‘Constant complaints “Hammal Bashi,” or landin; 

contractor's arrangements will be noticed, system hitherto existent a native 

Poe aeior  Armonan has contracted with the principal merchants to elect the landing 

eee or aliae at fixod rates, tho contractor binding, himself to hire a certain number 

oT Takia Tor the purpose, ‘The work must be prompt to satisfy the exigencios of the 

Poe ees trjonts qui London steamers; must often be done in boisterous weather, and 
with an imuer anchorage 3 miles and an outer 9 miles from the quay. 

he workiiyg of the syatent has lately become most unsatisfactory and more than 
oneo Droken dain, to the extreme dettimont of trate, for the over-earriage of cargo 10 
Drssoraly results in the ultimate return of cargo in a usually damaged state. 

Tito eases for this failure aro several, but chief amongst them is the iuability of 
tho contractor to provide the ncerssary number of lighters and the growings insolence 
tual ndopendene of the Heater ovning and working the sane, who will at tines 
rotye to pitt off or fo aevept tho Tarill rates. 

‘is apirit is, inv tho opinion of residents of the town,, becoming more ne 
oach yours This ditectly due to the f1et that, whereas formerly the Governors f 
tie Customs and hal an intorost in suppressing any friction with commerce, nowadays 
eet. far oppontd to the Administration as to be, the chiefest abettors of 
sey i oh the evast, and sshorens formers. the bastinado was freely applied and 
Hlupeeountent ialieted on maleontents, now intrigue and the scourge of informers 
Peay Nasembly. in "Tehran sometimes too vasily gives ear, aud the fear of the 
Wisrepresentation of aets of public order as acts of oppression have effectually paralyzed 
‘iny’lufluence to check the boatme 

Miata is-dne Wat pleut reform vecessury in the interests of British: shipping 
anid British, tradéeetle Companies shoul. jointly make a ssnall outlay, of 1,000L-t0 
SOOO on tho purcluse of fighters, ‘This hits heen again aad agin urged by: agents 
ctw lines, but thie Companies lave not seen fit to consider the matter, | It is nov, 
sh aapport ot the Shipping Companies’ own interests, most strongly urged that the 

juequuiaition oF some six or eight lighters, invol {expenditure of perhaps 1001, 
iid, (possible, a small tng i eminently desir Not only will the difficulty 
ft a boats bo overcome, but another danger avoided. 

Festina agents have felt the hapering iniluence of the present makeshift 
ani! have openly spoken of instituting « lighter servieo as a commuercal scheme of the 
ate achite and their active promotion of German interests in the Gulf’ makes: the 
Tortheoming of the necessary outhiy highly probal 

Tie estublishan r sorvice sit Bushire opens up at vista of 
Tisutrins consequences to the British Companies, and the latter must be first in the 

Te ttiore are for the rest no indications that the outlay would not be amply covered 
by receipts. 

Gade apart from German shipping ant import (rade, there exist consi 
yen nore wWoighty in the guise of German institutions in the south: of Persia. 
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it 
‘The attitude of their pioneers now trading in the Gulf may be characterized as a 
" ig in the Gulf haracterized 
tenacious intention to create interests, oven at a pecuniary loss. ‘Ther Consul, at 
i ei 


eres 
Au equally imminent question i: 
ally imminent question is centred i i 
of ea pane of Persia at Bushire arian peueciy Stacoleelaiuanse 
or the last few years there has heen gener i 
5 in @ gener mpla wait 
Sethe ee from both uropean and Persi at merchant ane ts ae rae ine 
ten Bie works with the Bak gat ts wil URES ear GEOL 
oo een stated that there is no room for s third bank (the 
aut ae he that the Imperial Bank of Pers cee Cae at ae ee 
auld De incorrect to say the sani ofits ranch i Bishi. 
rae Ee a pose bl wis other town in Persian where it wo he cusiex for the Ger 
footing, and such is ¢ in the town against ay mca 
against the methods 


of bnsiness of the British Bank is xt 
ii rt 
Pes ane that noth ig institution, foreign or aot, would 


Primarily the 
arily the management in London is at fa 
a body unacquainted with the 104 ott 


i) in Tehran, 
nmiiilings position. 


ault for a policy and 
i wliey and rules drawn up 
iremeuts of modern commercial competition in 


¥y allotment at Bushire is quite t 
fo neency allot h is quite Thadeqnate for the amount iness 
wah al transacted i the place: the yore isl Saat RTE 
pannus ton, with an ently dine ome ALnoRD Sua 
SoCo Ee Mackenzie. said to have cogniz 

of fraging Bishive from the trammels of Shits and alleghee eae 
6 the foriner 

nats operations fo Havin ie ocome a need 
My in prvaing cover is recognized by all bit uo adequate cea 
n auld to shiv the nocesity for the Bank to refuse Shira paper eOctTnGN 
h t Matsa renters x. rao ie W several spells during 1907 when fle 

Pak ep usin a ) where a great searcity of monoy already reigne 
DF isitess with § {ino wlan io; Dane Hea eA 


Huying or selling.” The inde 
gine Puvin or sllivg.” ‘The inependency of the agency. would. probly largely 


Side by 
the discoun 
Bank's estab 


Vits operations to Rahrein: desirability: has with 


ey of avoiding, 

‘lays of the 

wed by fraud : the necessary 

: Ml by not wilizing it the 

it ia conuiierative establishment 

i branches of 1h 88 i i 
snag Sgt oie in which merehants of repnto, both British 
al Bank of Persi ine reli 

pvt and tes alive tar tacit oc ean eae 
uot be too much to say that a large part of the Bank's present. eust 

resent custom 


airises not from the choice of the esto 
aie to dctane ier egtlee of the customer, bit because the Bank haw hitherto. been 


With a competitor institntio 
nge alone; the competitor 
what now necessa: 


on exchange at 


the Imperial Bink of Persia could not live ow 


would take advantag 
ace advantage of the latter's rates to divert 


lishment of a Gon 
Orient Bank lias been quick it seattering ite 1 


Bushire ; Wonck! has chafec 
lish, Ban nee 
Mu 


ee ul be done to render foreign onnp 


n bank is no Tight one 

Fa 0 Tight ono the Deutseho- 

Hering its Hitoraturo amongst he British try in 
exorbitant demands and irregular workings 


He done to eer petition impracticable roria 
recognize the need of Feforat now while th Hea Tent a 
oie aaa able to aatintain itselt successfully in Persia layely through the 
fe Taras nent; this demand on its gratitude shonld not. 
The financial state of Southern Pe 
sh interests against forvigu 


is very gloomy, and calls for th i 
r s for the consolidati 
lung up in the country. a 


roachment, if only to protect the British eapital 
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German commereial adventure in Southern Persia would not appear to point to 
immediate menace of British interests, provided that the several parties concerned can 
be induced and persuaded to see that, for their own safeguarding against the near: 
future, certain precautions, reforms and desiderata are imperative, to wit :— 


. Reform in the local working of the Bank of Persia. 
. Lighterage from British steamers in Bri ish owned lighters. 
Greater regularity in the sailings of British vessels from Persian waters. 
Tistablishment of a British Company for transport over the great southern road. 
More attention to export trade from Southern Persia via Bushire. 
"The forestalment of all German schemes of concessions in the valley of the 
Karun, 
7. Close attention by those firms concerned to the tendencies of German develop- 
ment in the Gulf. 
8. The pushing of British sugar and Indian indigo. 
(Signed) H, G. CHICK. 
Bushire, November 4, 1907. 


Annexes, 


‘Table of Imports to Bushire. 

Comparative Table of Imports to the Gulf. 

‘Table of Exports from Bushire, 

Comparative Table of Exports from the Persian ports, 
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Ironr into Bushire by Hamburg-Amerika Line 1906-7. 





Antwerp Cargo. 
























Approximate 
CASS Vale in Krans, 

Matches é | Cases 1720 | 258,000 ES oe 
Indigo 4, w oo Cases | 358,000 
Cotton goods in bales ee Bales 218,750 * 
Woollen goods 6 ello | = oc | 
Velvet, plushes ES Sha | ety . 
Sugar in cases, loat a 39,600 | Cases 1,600 | 88,000 

bags, soft. ts 52500 | Bags A8B75 
Liquors, whisky, wine 6750 Cases : 
Beer a6 oh ’ 600 e i \ 
Covow 38 i Cl 4 
Drugs & 120 15,000 
Candles co a + “ 
Window glass : Bs 66 0 8,000 

ware 5 28 11,200 95,600 

Drassware 3 06 30 750) oo 
Laipware 26 5 22| 7,700 a ‘ 
Sewing machines a ; 25 op 
Stutioney 26 cen 113 oy 
Paper in bundles bo *.| Bundles 73 rs 
Colours oe sal 60 3,000, 
Miscellaneous 5 t+) Packayes o 
Personal. 2b ofl 6 











| 4148 | 678,080. 
| (£18,974) 





Comparative Table of Exports by Hamburg-Amerika Line from Persian Ports 
and Bahrein, September 1906-7. 






















































| Ginga, Hunde Abin | Hushire, | Moliamnierah, 
i | 
1 | Bags 4,673 
Wheat all G0 0 | W an fie ‘MM 
Bags 480 
MGM Re Ktonsinbulk 3,743 
Gi — | 
Tusoluble Bayes Bags 2770 
ygacanth, 1,090 | Cases and 
Is — hays 857 09 
Maliar * 
Mothiorof: po x 
Linseed Bags 400] Bags 700 
Sesame x Bags 42h 
Cotton seed ; You 1 
Poppy seed 15 1798 a 
Cummin seed of . 
Lucern seed on oe 
Tobacco 75 295 56 
Opin 6 ne a 
Dates Baskets 12,007 418 
Almonds: 2 a 
Raisins 0 
Pistichi 3 : 
105 
43 | : 
80 i 
: 1 e 
pets iS 2 on 
Miscellaneous ¢1 Pac! Packages 5 3 
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[41709] 
India Office to Foreign Offce—(Received December 21.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Seoretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr, Secretary Morlcy, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram 
from the Viceroy, dated the 20th December, relative to the increase of the Ahwaz 
guard, 


India Office, December 20, 1907. 


Inclosure in No. 418, 
Government of India to Mr, Morley, 


(telegraphic) P. December 20, 1907, 
CONSULAR guard, Alwaz, Your telogram dated the 22nd ultimo, 
Arrival of entire party, under charge of Lientenant Wilson, without any difficult 
1g caused, was reported by Consul at Ahwar on the 17th instant.” Arrival is 
expected about the 24th instant of second officer, who is en route, 


to September 1907. 








(41741) No, 419. 


Messrs. Ellinger and Co. to Foreign Office.—(Received December 21.) 
Dear Si 





28, Oxford Street, Manchester, Decembir 20, 1907. 

sluall be obliged if you will kindly cance! our letter of” the 19th October last 

relating to Ormuz oxide, as we are sending’ you herewith another letter in its place, 
Yours faithfully, 

(Signed) ELLINGER ayn Co. 


‘To New York. 


Messrs, Ellinger and Co, to Foreiyn Office. 

(Private,) 

Des 28, Oxford Street, Manchester, December 20, 1907. 
Agha Mohamed Mouin-ut-yjar, of Tehran and Bushire, some years ago 

obtained from the Shali’s Government Concession to exploit the Island of Ormt 


and he has now for some years systematically mined the red oxide of 
the i 


: 
t: 
2 
oa 
2 
a 
& 
E 
14 
af 


rl 


‘on which is on 
and in very considerable quantities, and the ore hns been shipped to Europo and 
es, where it enjoys. great popularity under the various names of Gulf. Red, 
Persian Red, Ormuz Red, &e. ‘Dhis oxide of iron produces a shadv of colour which is 
always in demand, aud whiel appears to be unobtainable othorvvise than by the use 
Of this oxide of iron, : 

ie Mouin, having oceasion to acquire for purposes of development of other 

ests in Persia a considerable amount of money in cash, his requested us, who have 
for many years.cared for the sale of his oxide, and acted weuetally in this countey as 

to so arrange that he is put in possession of a sum of 50,000). in cash, 

In onder to effect this, we propose to register hiere a Limited Company, whieh will 
issue debentures for 50,0001, hearing interest at 7 por cent. (or ¥} por eant, if We ean 
xet them guaranteed by a financial institution), and repayable Bist December, 1910, 
and with a capital of 10,0001. preference shares to be subseribed and paid for by the 
Mouin and to serve as “working eapital” in caso of need, and 25,0001, ordinary + 
shares fully paid up. 

‘The Company would buy from the Mouin all the oxide on the Island of Ormuz, 
which the Mouin would undertake to put free o 


n boat at Ormur as hitherto done by 
him, The Mouin to receive in payment 50,000), cash and all the ordinary shares, 
We are to act as Managing Directors of the Company with two seats on th 
Board, and to receive 2x. Gd. per ton on all oxide sold as remuneration for our services 
and use of clerical staff and offices for ordinary purposes of tho Company, 
‘The trustees for the debenture-holders io have either a majority on the Board or 
veto as to transfer of ordinary shares, 
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We are to receive from the Monin 10 per cent. of the pureliase money in cash 
and shares as reecived by the Mouin, 

Out of the annual profits after payment of the interest on the debentures, 5,001. 
to be appropriated to a debenture security fund before payment of a dividend on the 
preference or ordinary shares, 

‘he oxide sold by us on behalf of the Mouin during the last six years has realized 
4s follows :— 
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steady progress of the business as the oxide has 
ated by the trade. ‘The purchase price is not to 
'y reports are obtained by expert engincers as 
nil being amply sufficient to secure the debentures 
uiticipate no difficulty in getting the 
n obtain from you the assurances which woulil 
aulequate protection of the property proposed to be 
would in ony opinion require to be of the follo 


















funds from our friends, provided we 
Ho deomed requisite For th 
scoured, and those aissitanee 
itiane 











1, ‘That, so faras His Majesty's Goyernm oncession to the 
perpetuity. ‘he Birman aud Rese tlle 
ish Legation at elvan, 
2, What, whatever lixppens as betw 
spect of the fiture of the Concessions, His Majesty's 
eyory possible ¢ dle fo pn i ith the 
Gonipiny by their Agreement with the Mouin wider his Conces 
the rights Uchenture-holters ed. 
vsty’s Government will unofficially do all they ean in 
need to bring pressure to bear upon the Mouin or his successors to 
obligations tmider this contriet. 

4, What the Legation at ‘Tehran shall be desired to watch the interests of the 
debonture-liolders gonovally, and shall permit the Company to employ Abbas Khuli 

O.M.G, Oriental Scevetury to the British Logation at ‘Tehran, ‘and a British 
ject, lo communicate fron time to time to the trustees of the debenture-holders 
thing Which may come to his knowledge alfecting Uie person or property. of thie 
Mouin in such 1 manner as to provent or be likely to prevent him from ig out 
his obligations to the Company, 

5. ‘Phat Mis Majesty's Consul at Bund 
the interests of the debenture-holders generally, 
the Company's agent at Bunder Abbas. ‘The a 
trustees of {le debenture-holders from time to time gress of mining by the 
Mouin, and, in case of nee, to engage men on their bebalf to do the mining or 
thierwise th fake such steps’ as may reasonably be required for the protec 
their initeres 
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We have of recent years always been periodically hampered in our transactions 
with the Mouin by the’ offers made by subjects and even the Legations of foreign 
Powers to purchase the oxide at values far in excess of the commercial yalue of the 
oxide. We think that under the proposed arrangement this continual political 
intrigue, under a commercial cloak, would cease, and our position as regards our 
commercial and financial relationships with the Mouin would be consolidated. 

We are of opinion that the arrangement would be of considerable advantage to 
the Mouin, as it would secure to him, through the debenture-holders, British protection 
of his property and further British protection of his ordinary shares in a British 
Company. ° 

‘We also venture to think that the proposed scheme would be greatly to the 
advantage of His Majesty's Government, who would aequire an unassailable right to 
protect the property of English subjects on the Island of Ormuz. 

It is clearly understood that any reply with which you may favour us will 
considered as strictly private and confidential, and will only be exhibited to such 
names sas you may approve. 

We Shall be glad to hear from you at your early conyenienee, and meanwhile 
remain, &e, 


(Signed) ELUINGER axp Co. 





(41773) No, 420. 


Sir N. O'Conor to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 21.) 
(No. 171) 
(Telegraphic. P, Constantinople, December 21, 1907. 

TURCO-PERSIAN fr Persian punitive expedition, Mr. Marling's 
telegram No. 400 of the 20th instant. 

Tt is to be feared that unless the Persian Government exereise great caution thei 
action may lead to a counter-move on the part of the turks, resulting in further 
complications, 

AM. Zinovielt has also telographed in this sense to his Government and to Telran, 


According to the Grand Vizier the Minister of War las sont: instructions to the 
‘Turkish officers on the frontier to be most careful to do nothing th 


status qu, and to refuse to in the Petitions to 
tion which are sent by Kurdish tribes in the district of 





(41727) No. 421. 


Mr, Marling to Sir Edward Grey. (Received December 21.) 
(No. 401) 
(Velegraphie.) _P. Tehran, December 21, 1907, 
M. MORNARD, present Administrator of Customs, is being intrigued against 
Priem, who wishes to obtain his place 
former does not interfere in political questions, und is fairly satisfactory anil 
friendly. 
Priem is corrupt and ambitious, largely under German influence, and would act 
in interests of Court. For him to replace Mornard would therefore he most 


igian Government lias already heen warned against. the appointment by thei 
Chargé d’Affaires here, who hopes he will be supported at Brussels by us, 
Above is very confidential. 


a 


(41764) No. 422. 


Tehran, December 21, 1907. 

SHLIPS for Persian Government, 

My telegram No. 363 of the $th instant. 

Ailministrator of Customs privately asks me to ascertain whether Admiralty have 
[1549] 40 
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2 suitable vessel fo 

replace “ Persepolis. 
| He understands perfectly that as long as the interest on our loan rema 
we are liable to block the proposal. 





sale, as Government of India have said they have no ship to 






the Shah by himself immediately. 
originally agreed upon between’ # 
suggestion. You should express 
receive instructions to make similar 
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(41546) No, 426, 
































] (41765) No. 423, 
Sir Edward Gri Mr. i ling. 
Mr, Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 21.) (No, 206.) ES ga Mar. 
| (No, 408) (Telegraph ign Off 2 
(Telegraphic) P, : eran December 21,1007 Sire Persia, Heroge Ofes( DicemterieT pl O07: 
CONSUL at Shiraz reports that the situation (see my telegram No. 397 of the A representation on. the lines proposed: j i 
19th instant) is calmer at, if the position gets no worse in the next few days, the 21st December should be mide ite aie pe pave learns N BE CaRD 
| eivarairellilenrt! colleague should be informed that your action is taken under instractionss 
| His Majesty's Reprossutative St. Petorshurgh is being instructed to press the 
er for Foreign irs to instruct you ‘ussian colleague 6 si r re] 
Minister for Foreign Affairs to iustruct your Russian colleague to ake. simibar roy 
| (41766) No. 424, Tewill be preferable in fature not to make joint communi 









kK ions but separate ones, 
nt with the Russian Minister, and in case of such a 


should, unless the matter is urgent, refer to. me for 





after arrivi 
tent provi 
instructions. 








| Mr, Marling to Sir Ediward Grey.—(Received December 21.) 
(No. 104) 
(Telegraphic) P. ‘Tehran, December 21, 1907. 
TTLAD invoked the good offves of the French Minister and acquainted him with 
































the sitnation dese stant, Asa result of (41770 ae 
| the Brench Min saflly urged on MM de Haetvig Now, important it 1 No, 427. 
Was that the ae mn the British and Russian Legations should! be preserved, Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 9 
ult with him as to what steps we should take, and ard Grey.—(Received December 22.) 








proposed that the French Minister should be ealled in to assist us. This aftern 

We met at the French Legation ded on the following action, more than which 

1 do not think it would have been possible to induce the Russian Minister to do, and 
it is due to the invaluable assistance of the French Minister that so much has been 
obtained : 

] 1, ‘hat with a view to obtaining from the Shah assurances that he will. work 

with Parliament for the welfare of the country, and that lie has no intention of 

igimo, we should make a joint representation to His 










F St, Petersburgh, December 22, 1907, 
L : arling’s telegram No, 404 of tle 21st instant, 
fort, Megand to Persian affairs, a Report has boon received by the At 
Forvign Allis from the Russian Minister at Tehran as to. te joi 
to bo cay by Mim and Mr. Marling. ‘heir action 
To welsky’s opinion. | ‘The urgency of the situation, which did not permit of the tae 
Russian Minister, “The results of the steps tokeu will now be avaited be Ml avelone 
According toa telegram from M, de Hartwig, Ziles-Sultan’ had boon. re 0 
hoa fora time y the Shah, but had declare inset unable tos ‘ 
saving that lie was tinder British protect told that he should leave at onee, 
{ Bought tat Some tine ago his transfer to the eare of the Russian Legation. had 

‘The Shah lad, M. Isvolsky said, been fr 
Russian Legation, but they had maintained 
question of asylum. h 







ister for 
stops witch wove 
comet reasonible, 













HOrrOW. 
in order to. 























2, store contides ign and the Pa 
We should inform the Assembly of owe haying assurances, 

8, That we should warn the Zil-es-Sultan that we cannot tolerate his de 
the fhrone, as we have recognized the Vatiahd as Heir-Apparent. 

We hope that as it will now be the duty of the two Le, 
Shahi obsonves his ple 
coustitutional gove 
Gorman interf 





ment 








igns on 






tions to see that the 
s to the people, the latter will he reassured of the safety of 
nent, We have also had in view the importance of excluding 
tentions of which have been very manifest 
‘Phe Russian Minister fears an attempt will be made on the Shal’s life, 1 think 
it is not impossible, ‘The position seems most exitical. Even here there is a strong 
Hlovement, supported by Zil-os-Sultan, on foot to dethrone the Shah. Yesterday, 
tele: is similar to that from the Tabreez Anjuman were re in ‘Tehran from 
{ mi other towns, 









‘4 policy of strict non-interference, ‘The 
foreign Legation in case of 
and British guards hi 


















































































| (41767) No, 428, 
E Mr. Marling o Sir Edward Grey.—(Reeeived 2 
| 141546) No. 425, NG oo) oe ‘ey.—(Received December 22.) 
biarapuic eb Vehran, December 22, 1907. 
Sir Eaicard Grey to Sir A, Nicolson, santUSSIAN Minister is now acting cordially with me tharke ne oe oor 
(No. 354,) French Minister aud to logio of events, Spat Se eh aenthstika ta assistance of 
(Pelographic) P, Foreign Office, December 21, 1907. AL de Hartwig and I have just come back from the Palac fd the situati 
| MON inv Tehran, before the Shah with the utmost frankness, nl the atone ad the situation 
With reference to Mr, Narling’s telegram No, 398 of the 19:h Decembe 
Wo aro most anxious to avoid breakdown of Anglo-Russian co-operation in Tehran, 
| snd Baron von Richthofen’s recent activity renders this all the mare mmportant, 
Trroquest that your Excellency will couvey substance of above telegram to Minister 
fl fir Foreign and inform hit that Mx, Marling is being instructed to approach 
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[41768] No, 429. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey. —(Received December 22. 
(No, 406.) 
(Tslographie.) P. Tehran, December 22, 1907. 
MY telegram No. 401 of yesterday. 
Appointment of M. Priew as Financial Adviser is being suggested by German 
Chavgé d’AMuires, 
‘Tam informed by Freneh Minister that French Pi 
dimeulties about M. Bizot’s cont 
here by post. In 








ice Department is making 
and that a new draft contract is being forwarded 
iow of the great difficulties which had to be overcome in. gett 
the Assembly to ac ct, it would be highly dangerous, and mi 
open the door to Ge ‘a repetition of the process, 
ction of German Chargé d’Affaires hs rendered still more difficult. 
Representations to Er minent to aecept contract in its present form 
would, I venture to su sable. 


























/41769| No. 430. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 22.) 
(No. 407.) 
Welographie) P. Tehran, December 22, 1907. 

SHAT has received in nudionee German Chargé d’A laires, whowent to congratulate 
ILis Majesty on decision to work with the Assembly. It is quite on the cards that 
attompls to play a political rélo on an equal footing with Russia and England may 
result in our, joint efforts for pacification being compromised stance, he may 
endeavour {0 induce President, of Assembly to insist on his beings present when 
pldges teeciyed this morning from Shaly are communicated by Russian Mini 
and myself. Tt would be impossible for us to agree to this. 

Good eifect promises to result from our joint action. 

Roports in above sense are being telegraphed by French and Russian Ministers to 
iieir Governments, and s requtesting that a check should Le put from Berlin on 
mnischieyous German activity here. 
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[41802] No. 431. 


Mr. Mariing to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 28.) 
», 263,) 





yi Tehran, rember 19, 1907. 
LHAYVE the honour to transmit herewith copy of a despatel received yesterday 

from Mr, Consul-General Wratislay, in which he gives an interesting account of the 

situation in the districts near Urumia now in the occupation of ‘Turkish troops. 

‘Phe arguments which ‘Var Pasha advances in justification of the Turhi 
the occupied torritory are of the flimsiest character, and sometimes even 
aud itis to bo feared that, unless the Turkish Commissioners are able to produce some 
thing more satisfactory, it will be difficult for the Joint Commission to find a basi 
discussion of the rights of the case, 











i claim to 
Pdlestructive, 












T have, &e. 
ned) CHARLES M, MARLING. 








Inclosure in No, 431. 
Consul-General Wratislai to Mr, Marling. 


Sir, Urmi, October 25, 1907. 

I HAVE tully reported by telegraph the action I have taken, in accordance with 
my instructions since reaching Urmi a month ago, and T have now the honour to submit 
some furtlier remarks on the general situation created in this district by the Turkisti 
forward! movement along the frontier. 

‘he sentiments of the’ various classes of the population regarding the advance of 
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approached by 


‘concert with him to this end, 


0. 130". 


Sir Edivard Grey to Mr, Marang. 


7 22, 1907. 
ability, iv onder 
threatening that pro- 

Hl be withheld, 
ment have concurred in this view, and as soon 


0 x you 
Russian colleague in the mi Mee 


7, you should accordingly act in 
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the Turks vary according to the different interests involved. The land-owners—at least, 
those of then whose property has been annexed by the Turks or runs risk of annexa- 
tion—are, of course, highly indignant; so are the leading men in general, both 
Government officials, ecclesiastics, and those who directly or indirectly took part in 
Majd-es-Sultaneh’s unfortunate expedition and lost valuable property in the débdcle. 
All the representatives of these classes with whom I haye come in contact have earnestly 
impressed on me that it is the obvious duty of Great Britain to turn the Turks out of 
the districts they have annexed, on the ground that the trouble arose through the 
Persian Government finally yielding to the demand of Great Britain and the United 
States that the murderers of Mr. Labaree should be punished, 

‘he lower classes in the town seem indifferent. They have little idea of patriotism, 
amd are not as yet affected by the changed conditions, though the cutting off of the 
corn supply from Tergavar and elsewhere may eventually have its effect. 

‘The inhabitants of the Persian villages are well-disposed towards the Turks, both 
‘on account of the decreased taxes which the latter have hitherto exacted on occupation, 
and through the vast change for the better in the general state of security which has 
been evident since the Turks took over the Kurds. With the exception of a few days’ 
carnival immediately after the defeat of Majd-es-Sultaneh, the Kurds have been kept in 
the strictest order, n most pleasing contrast to the daily robberies and murders they 
committed under the Persian régime in the defenceless villages adjoining the districts 
inhabited by them, Several villages in Baradost were oct pied on the invitation of the 
inhabitants themselves, and three weeks ago the people of Askerabad, a large ani 
prosperous village well outside Baradost, begzed the ‘Turks to come and take them over, 
‘Hhe invitation has not yet been accepted. 

On the other hand, the Christian villagers, who form a very small proportion of the 
population, have no desire to change the Persian for the ‘Turkish yoke, While 
ucknowledging the ereater seeurity they now enjoy, they feel that they have been better 
trented on the whole by the Persians than their co-religionisis the other side of the 
frontier by the lurks. 

‘The case of (le inha itants of Balulan Mawana, and Korana, three Nestorian 
villiges in the north of ‘Pergavar, is an exceptional one, ‘Lhe day after the retirement 
of Majd-es-Sultaneh’s expedition they were attacked by the Kurds, and with few excep- 
tions stampeded into Urmi, leaving their houses to be plundered, which was done most 
effectually, They were taken in and provided for by the Russian V Sonsul, to the 
number of nearly 2,000. and though some have dispersed into other Nestorian villages 
and a few have returned toPergavar, the majority are still maintained at the charges of 
the Tussian Government. ‘Those few who remained in their villages or subsequently, 
returned to them are well treated by the Purks, but the latter have heen unable to 
persuade the mass of the refusees to follow their e: mple. At first the invitation to 
return was accompanied by the condition that they should accept Ottoman nationality, 
but latterly this stipulation was waived, and they were assured that after gathering their 
crops they could again retire to Urmi should they desire to do so. ‘The Russian Vice- 
Consul left then © accept or refuse, but they finally decided to remain in Urmi, 
and their crops have either rotted onthe ground or been gathered by strangers, while 
nothing has been sown for next year, 

In this connection the Russians find themselves in a position of considerable 
awkwardness, Shortly before Majd-es-Sultaneh’s expedition the Salar-el-Agram, who 
Hominally owns most of Pergayar, leased his property to a certain Russian named Orlof, 
who for the last twenty years has been Instructor of Persian Cossacks at Tehran, Lv is 
understood locally that the Russian Bank is behind thi gentleman, but the Russian: 
Viee-Consul assures me that this is not the ease. Anyhow, owing to the ‘Turkish 
seenpation, he is unable to take over the property or even to visit it, ‘The Russian 
Government has rerognised the claims to Russian protection of the Christians of Tergayar 
ais tenants of a Russian subject and is dealing very generously by them, but its prestige 
has undoubtedly suffered in the eyes of the population by its apparently passive attitude: 
while Russian property is occupied by the ‘Turks, On my arrival in Urmi a deputation 
of Pergavar Christians ealled on me and asked for adviee. I replied that, considering 
the great obligations they were under to the Russian Vice ‘Consul, they should consult 
him rather than me, 

+ With regard to the ‘Turkish occupation, it is complete and effective throughout the 
whole of the districts of Mergavar and Tergavar. In Baradost only the extreme west is 
permanently held, but all villages of any importance have been visited by zaptichs or 
soldiers, who lave retumed to their head-quarters at Ghengetchin after collecting taxes 
and iene the inhabitants that they were henceforward Ottoman subjects. The number 
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low of a garrison 
to keep the Persian 





side of the frontier is, indeed, too sinall to 
Je, even were such a precaution necessary 





of the Turkish troops th 
Deing placed in every villas 
authorities at. distance, 

Tam still not quite certain whether the Turk 
town of Ushnu or not, but 1am inclined to believe that they have, as all reports from 
that district agree on this point, In any case, a large section of the inhabitants of the 
district, who are all Kurds, fave declared their wish to be received into the Turkish 
fold, aud have to all appearances cast off the rather nomial control which the Persian 
Government hitherto exercised, While denying that any troops had gone to Ushnu, 
‘Taher Pasha was careful to inform me that Ushnu was ‘Turkish territory, and would be 
oceupied if it appeared advisable (0 do so. On the other hand, the Ushnu Kurds do 
not appear to he unanimous in the desire to become Turkish subjects, and recent reports 
state that the inhabitants furthest froin the frontier have declared their intention to 
resist a, Turkish advance, [t is extremely unlikely that they would actually venture 
to do so, 


that at least parts of the districts now occupied by ‘Turkish troops were once owned 
by proprietors of Ottoman nationality: ven if I had been shown these {itle-deeds, L 
could hardly pronounce as to their authenticity or validity, but Turkish subjects might 
very well hol real property in Persia, as Russian subjects now do, without making. such 
property Turkish territory. It is a fact that Sheikh Obeidullah did own several villages 
in Mergavar, which the then Shah confiscated as a punishment for his inyasion, without, 
so far as T know, any: protest from the Turkish Government, I reported in my despatch 
No, 62 of the 9th December, 11105, the claim advanced by Sheikh Obeidullal's successor, 
Sheikh Sadik, to these villages, which claim has ow passed to the present Sheikh 
Haber, Taher Pasha also informed me that Ghengetchin also belonged. to Sheikh 
‘her. 

Fifthly, Dervish Pasha’s map, on which it is hardly necessary for me to comment, 
yy, alt is obvious that behind this very flimsy case is the eonseiousness of superior force, 
The Turks know that the Persian Government is too miserably fecble to strike a blow in 
its own behalf, and they are convinced that England is too little interested and Russia 
too preoccupied with er ovn affairs to interfere foreiby to help Persin, ‘Though Taher 
Pasha assured me, not, I fear, without hypocrisy, that he would not advise the retention 
of an inch of territory to which the rights of the Sultan could not be clearly established, 
there seems little chance of the ‘Turco-Persian Frontier Cominission atriving unaided at 
anything but a negative result, m1 

At present Taher Pasha is at Bashkaleh, in Turkey, waiting for the arrival of is 
colleagues, who are understood to be close at hand. ‘The Persian Commissioners. have 
not yet loft Tehran, and it is unlikely that the Commission will meot within a month 
after they do start. 








have taken formal possession of the 
































1 have found ‘Taher Pasha, as indeed all the Turkish officers whom { met in 
p attempt, as. 











xtremely pleasant to deal with. He has made 
ie tight have done, to question my right to lecture him and point ont the 
ways: Je appears, in fact, to aecept me as an unofficial member of 
Commission, At fitst, indeed, he and the other officers seemed wnder the impression 
that we were on their side, on the assumption, I suppose, that England and Russia must 
inevitably be in opposite camps. 1 have done my best to convince him that 
iniediating Power and « friend to both parties, we simply desired to see justice dore 
onsidered that the ‘Turks had put themselves in the wrong by taking toreible possession 
of districts which had hithorto been Held by Persia, and by not putting: forward any 
claims they might have by the ordinary diplomatic channels. 1 warned him that the 

ition was raver thin he appeared to think, and might at any moment become 
Critical, and that he would render true service to his Sultan by representing matters t 
His Majesty in w proper light, and that, by recommending him to retrace a false ste 
on his ovn initiative, he might possibly’ spare him the humiliation of doing so under 
compulsion. 

{fear that 1 only sueceeded iu rendering the Pasha personall 
feplied iat he was only @ humble funetionary, whose duty it was to earty out his 
instructions, not to criticize them, and that unaskel-for interference in matters outside 
his compet e would lead to no other result than his dismissal. On the same ground 
Ne deeliied (o eliminate from his dossier the map of Dervish Pasta, 

Brom. any’ coiversations with Tabor Pashw 1 gathered that the following will be 
amongst the arguments he will put forward in onder to justi 

First, that the Persian Goycroment have never elective 
Morgavar, Nergavar, Baradost, Ishnu, or Somai ‘There is some 


savar and Barndost, 









































L have, &e. 
(Signed) A.C, WRATISLAW. 



































(41803) 432. 





Mr. Marling (o Sir Edward Grey. 





(Received December 





.) 


Tehran, Novenber 25, 1901. 

firahaime showed the situation in 
i ts than his telegraphic messages had led me to 
believe, that T at once wrote to the Prime Minister privately on the subject, I called 
his attention to the danger to whieh British lives and property liad been, expose 
pointed out the argent necessity that Akved-Dowleh, the newly-appointed 


(No. 





.) 


‘THE Report which I received by post from \ 
Shiraz to have heon so far more seri 


























uupied and administer 
ight truth in th 



























allegation, for in none of (he above distriets has any Persian gar en permanently should at once proceed to his post, so as to provont the recurrence of such a situation ; 
stationed, nov has there iy outward aud visible sign of a proper administration and Tasked his Excellency to give me an interview 





Soon as possible, Owing, 
Honey until to-day, though 
all’ Uioy could to restore 





however, to the Cabi 

Tie sent me a letter say 

onler in Shiraz, i 

This morning U found Nav 

on which 1 hiave reported i 
the question of Sh 





crisis, I was unable to s 
the Government \ 


Al Kurdish Chiefs who in some eases, ey, Ushnu, where a Kurd was 
Appointed Governor, aid Ambi (Tergavar), where Gurghin Beg holds the rank of 
Colonel in the Persian army, haye represented the S Vaxes have, as is usual in 
this part at least of Persia, beet paid by the landlords of the villages out of their share 
Of Ue produeo, the inhabitants contributing little or nothing directly to the State. 
juterferonce of the Persian Government took the shape of occasional punitive expe 
tions for example, that against Jater Agha (Sonal) in 190k and Majdses-Sultaneh this 
year Ih however, this argument tells against the Persians, it is @ stil more foreible 
reply 0 the claim of the Marks themselves, for they aye never even sent a punitive 
‘expedition, nor taken taxes, even indirectly, until their present advance began, 

Sevonilly, that, owing (o Persian neglect, the frontier districts were in a state of 
anarchy, thus aitording a refuge to criminals from Turkey whom the Persian Govern. 
tient Consistently refused to give up, and allowing their inhabitants to eros over into 
‘Parkey and pluider Turkish subjects. ‘This isa true count, but the ‘Turks do not keep 
their own Kurds in such order that they can throw stones at the Persians, and their 
territory, too, aftords an asylum to criminal retugees from Persia, 

‘Mindy, that the Sumi Turks cannot allow Sunni Kurds to be oppressed by Shia 
Persians, "This argument, on which Taler Pasha did not lay much stress in my hearing, 
rather contradiets the assertion that the Persian Government hias neglected to assert its 
tights over the districts in question - ae 

Fourthly, ‘aber Pastia declares that he holds old title-deeds, dating from the time 
of Sheikh Obeidullah (who led the Kurdish inyasion of 1880) atd beture, and proving 


heyoud that of Io his 1s 




































-itl-Mulk so preoceupied with the situation in Tehran 
another despateh—that it was difficult to bring him. to 
ns, Dut at length he said that he hoped Ala-ed: Dowleh 
would leave in a day or two. The new Governor was most unwilling to go, and had 
only consented to do so on condition of having free hand, He would take with him 

iisil-Mulk, and would have authority, if he thought it nevessary, to raise a force 
gular cavalry from the Bakhtiai spahin and from the 
local tribes of Fars. ney ieat-OFallawigg, Kava 
Mulk to return to Fars was full of danger, and that if my appreciation of the situation 
there was correct t Was to remove him and Motamin-i-Divan with some 
{vo or three others from Shiraz altogether, and let it he known that they would not 
he allowed to return. Mis Excellency did not deny that this would bethe best course, 
but allowed me to understand that the Government did not feel. strong enough to 
lopt it. T said it was much to be regretted, but that bad as this was the idea of 
lrying to restore order by means of the wild’ tribesmen The men were 
Utterly undisciplined, anil probably, even if officered by their own Chiefs, eould not be 
restrained from every kind of 1 thought the Persian Government were 
running the gravest risks of seeing all th riz pillaged and aid 
waste, and I must deprecate the.proposal in the most camest manner that 1 could. 
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Tlis Fxcelleney seemed to be impressed by my remarks, and Ido not Lelieve that the 
experiment will be made, but that it should have ever been entertained is an alarming 
confession of the impotence anil incapacity of the Government. 
Thave, &e, A 
(Signed) CHARLES M. MARLING. 






has rey 










vember 30,—I have sinee heen told by the Minister for Foreign Affairs iss held 
raced fo Shiraz, but the Governmes 


his decision. 


PS. 
that Ala-ed-Dovleh hns alt 
hope even now to induce him to 
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(41804) No, 433 oppressive 
Mr, Marling to Sir Edicard Grey.—(Receivcd December 23.) 200 then, 
251.) “ he Lash 
Sir, Tehran, November 25, 1907 





‘ams Nos, 382 and 888 of the 6th and_ 8th instan 
Dive the honour to t ‘th extracts from the diary of His Majesty's Consul- 
Concral at Meshed, sivin unt of the recent Turconian raids into Mazindei 
And Klonwsin, and even as far as Mazinan and Miz Haidan, on the Meshed—Tehran 
toni, Captain Rattyo gives a graplite report of a thoroughly characteristic meeting of 
Porsian officials in fice of an emergency. 

Naser-ul-Mulk informed me very confidentially yesterday that the Government 
Had recoived n telegram from one of the local Chiefs near Kuchan, stating that he had 
scon a letter from the Shah urging the Turcomans to continue their depredations. 
‘ho Prime Minister entertained no doubt whatever of the truth of the statement, 

‘here are considerable numbers of Russian subjects in the districts neyrer the 

partculasly in the neighboustood of Sabzwar, and their si 


WITH reference to my tel 
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pressing i 
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the Persian Gove nent that it may becom 
tho fronticr to protect them, 1 prosime t 
Russian Lexation would appeal to the terms of the 
print Asin, January to March, 1887, p. 110). 
With consideiable difficulty: the, Bors 





ACrOSS 
on, the 
Treaty of 1581 (Confidential 
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1 Governme 





ik, Hazara Chief, and the 
army of Khorasan, were called on to attend. 
at-ud-Dole said lie was quite ready to give gool adv 

ss Government were prepared to find the ne 
Mulk quoted poetry, and said that he and his brother had been robbed by 
Government, and now not a 
however, Goyernment would 











les were sent 
aud the Muzulfer-ul-N 
been ordered from Meshed to Sabzuwar, ani 
i-Haidari, One hundred 
Thut it iy doubtful whether these will be fortheoming, 


probably exaggerated. 








a Special sitting, wh 
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nd the funds 


ingle Hazara so 
he and his brother could together rai 


navis-bashi said that there were plent; 

aulded pathetically that of course many of these men existed only on paper, and of 

those that did actually exist m: 

only if the special grace of God wei 
th 


y had withered hearts, 
to descend upon tiem, 














ounta 





ja-ul-Mumalik, Acting Gove 


Hitherto very little has been done to punish and oust: the Turcoman, 
+h the Shaukat-ud-Dole, Ti 
lashkar-navis-hashi, A 








men, but no mono} 





ry money, 






who were on the march under the Muzuffer-i-Nizam, on transfer from Meshed to 
‘Yehran. This 

‘They Heinen Bujnurd, and the Sh 
rrted that he has defeated them and Killed thirty, whose heads he is sending 





ever remained, 





indl_so could go on service 


Meijliss resolved that the Government should be called upon to 















lore -rooms. 


alry hav 


the fully-equipped sowars. 
m to tind the mone 
Meanwhile the Raku-ud-Dole had heen receivi 
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‘Then he held a ton 





i these Chiefs with the necessary funds, and that then’ the latter should give an 

A letter was accordingly sent to 
uired. 
i lirgent telex 
wstion. Ho also wired repeatedly to the Shalt in. pi 
ions, but failed to elicit any rep 
sultation with the Vizier and the Salar-ul-Mukurram, the result, of which awe 
they procected in a body to the s 
ion for dispatch to the Governo 
thiese had all heen previously 
zain and soli for their private profit 

500 of th 


uns from ebran 
son, asking 

con 
that 
nd took ont considerable quantity of 
It is reported, however, 
moved hy the As 
Parther, 





















persuading Sipshdar to ts 
his Bxcelloney is proc 
deliberation, dud on the 22nd 
to Bonder-i-Gez, A certain qui 
hence to Astrabad, an 
its way to that pla 


he operations 
me of his future activit 
hed Resht, whence he 
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ntry from the Kliora 
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Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 2: 










ran, November 27, 1907. 
the honour to report that the Dutch Ministor has obtained the cor 
nt of « Dutehi Consular office 


Ahwaz 





M. MARDING, 








Extract from the Diary of His Majesty's Consul-Generul at Meshed. 
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The Turcoman Raid. 








Norember 7th 
showed them 
receiving 40 casualties in killed and wounded. 
near Minndasht, where they killed 7 men and eaptured about 40 women and many 
sheep. ‘hey tlew spread, and raided Minndasht, Abbasibad, Mazinan, Miaomai, 
Nardin, Darazez, and Faramin, At the two latter places they captured seventy-one 
persons, AIL those 1 on or near the ‘Tehran-Meshed road, ‘They are now 

mped intents, with banners flying at the rs have heen 
variously estimated, but from a comparison of the ya reports there 
appear fo be about 1,000 or more. 

It is reported, further, that they 
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report that 


ea, it appears tha 
here they killed $8 men, themselves 
hoy th ced the copper mines 
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of Kerimanshah, 
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His Excellen 
duo more of t 


absolutely. tr 





Mr. Marling to Sir Edieued Grey 





ion of my despateli No. 237 of the 
thin threo days after the 
the assurances [had re 





ved, Seif-ed-Dowleli wi 


Tat once requested Abbas Kuli Khan to speak azn 
lle 


so fla 


promised to do hi 
ik of huis being allowed tor 
worthy autliority: that Stik 
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J-Dowleh 


1st instant, { have the honour to 
i Learnt that, notwith: 
About to he reappointed to the 





Mushir-ed-Dowleh on the 
food faith towards 
went the appoiutiuent, 4 


ou 












‘Phe local 
muri Chief, the Shuju- 
it-General of the 


but could 
‘The 





He 


fud-Dole 
favo guns have 
Kerai regiment (infantry) from 
also been ordered from the Intter place, 
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Torrow 25,000 tomans froin the Imperial Bank of Persis, which would, of course, have 
Teen used as“ pishkesh ” to obtain the appointment, 





&e. 
CHARLES M, MARLING. 


h 
(Signed) 





[41807] 





Mr, Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reccived December 23.) 
ae) Tehran, Notenber 30,1907. 
ce the honour to report in my telegram No. 342 of the 15th instant, 
TSAARUA TIAL Glo ato AURART Reels eoece! Sainsami-os-Salta 
Dkhani of the Bakhtiar’ tribes, accompanied by tvo other Bakhtiari Khans, Su 
Sultan and Bahadur-ed-Dowleh, both of whom resid ly in Tehran. 

‘Vhe Hikhani’s son acted alinost exclusively as spokesman: 

In my telegram above mentioned 1 sketched the main lines of the ¢ 

1 ensued and recorded its essential points. ‘The complaints they brought forward 
oll into.two. main categories: the bill for painting and repairing the bridges on the 
Abiwaz-Ispahan rond in 1904, and the compensation clainus presented to them for 
Tossos inci Oj Syndicate and their employs. ‘The former they claimed to 
Ie excessive, anil thoigh | explained to them that all Messrs. Lynch's claims had 
\indergone te most careful tle hands both of this Legation and of f 
Majesty's Government before presentation, 
weauit, of moneys actually expended, th 
contention, even hinting: tain an unjust ater 
ceo AN retells Wee they complained that compensation was claimed for all 
soits of fling objects, such as daniaged pans and broken plates, for which it was 
alisurd to hold tion responsible. Uh 
in Lorimer's discussions with the 
tion, 1 haul alvoudy exphuined to th 
snigotl over any difliculties. hotweon the Co 
confident he woul apt support 











































showed! 0 sig 
pt was bein 






‘of abandoning. their 
vlo to extract payments 































mission was to 
and that 1 was 
f of the former, and 








claims on beh 








Would murofully exmuine any griovauces which dhe latter might bri 
‘Whe Khons wnist wot think that he wis partial to one side. 
oy pit forvy formal requost for his removal, which was clearly: th 





hject of thet vnily informed then that tt would not be granted, 

‘Mie west topie they touched qpon vas the ainungerents Tor guanling the Vil 
Syndicate's works ant ‘the failure of the Synd y them the extra 500), 
eovmunotal for. T said Tul not thiuk of recommening th it of this 
ilditional simi unless the Khans amale proper provision for the _protec 
DaaRetra iieoperty.fivoleta anil tina thoy haat sienally failed to do). ikereupor 
SujicesSullin vehemently exclaimed that 200 men had at one time hee 
1 iiquirod iow, in that case, in cutnige like that perpetrated on Mr, Harris could hive 
vcnineo 

Miarnval Kuli Khaw then entered upon 
ives qugainst, Cliviiis ou or hy, and ob 

ale aworu inestricably conlise 
Mh aypshot of it all was; me 
Aline uses thie Persian is stran, 
AVith finviatiersy that they wwonild glad 
iL, as iL cost them more money and wor 

a's works, they would: hee 
nof thie ¢mployés unless their: den 

















miutdled surve 





of their case, in which 






atiey 
Oil 























Hl respor 
ands were agreeil to, Thos: spoke of 
rprovented the tribes from attacking the oil wells, and looked pon the 
1 as quite ‘Vheir general tone was extremely uncompromising, 
and, in fact, agutessive. ‘The impression derived by my interpreter, whieh he gave uw 
ime insteal of traustating in full the long aud rambling statements made by the 
Uhani's son, was that all we could expect of them was that the tribes should be pre- 
vented from openly atiuching the oil wells ; 
Tu reply 1 anerely reiterated my statement that Captain Lorimer wo 
removed, an) added that as to the rest the Khans must decide as to the wisi 
steps they proposed to take in their own interests, 























J not be 
m of the 
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The speaker then formally disclaimed all responsibility from that day forward, 
apparently as well for the road as for the oil works, and, on being questioned, stated 
that he did so with the authority of the Ikhani and Tibegai. 

That the leading motive actuating these gentlemen was the desire for Captain 
Lorimer's removal I think there is no doubt, Various suggestions have been mate a¢ 

the quarter from which their action was influenced in order to create difficulties {or 
His Majesty's Government, eg, the Shah or his party, or a section of the Asseubly. 
‘These theories seom, however, unimportant, and are ineapable of confirmation, 

Tn Captain Lorimer they have found a man with whom they cannot trifle, whos 
patience they cannot exhaust, and whom neither threats nor irrelevant arguments will 
turn from his purpose, ‘Their sole object being the rapid acquisition. of wealth with 
the mi yor bother, it is not umatural that they should find 

xtremely inconvenient. 
shred of evidence to show that Captain Lori 
ded his powers, and I cone 
ty's Govern 













































There is not 
his position or ex 
of His Majesty’ 

Mr. 





or lias ever at 
‘¢ it 1o be just es much in the inter 

iis in that of dhe Khuns to remove him, 
eeent events, and particnlarly the news of my iow with 
intoan unwonted and novaltogether tactful activity, inforing 
titnde which 1 felt it my duty to adopt produced a soborin 
fe siner heen assailed with doubtsias to the wistlom of the 
















the Khans, have galvanize 
me that 1 ding 
fie iy vikitors, avho 
step they took and alarined at its possible consequences 

Tn conclusion, I have the onour to transmit copy of a note whi 
to the Persian Government in accordance with the 
telegram No, 177 of the With November, 

yet received no reply to this eo 

» the Minister for Foreign Mair, and yi 
President of the Assembly, on the att 
st which His Majesty’ 
prises in the Bakhtiari country, 1 
force the Khans to obser 
properties; but wl 

















ih T addres 


sed! 
iustructions contained. in 


Du 






nunication, but I have spoken officially 
ately to the Prine Minister and the 
le of the Khans, and have impressed on t] 
Foverument attach to the two great British 
all promised to do everything possible to 
their engagements and to protect British Ii 
He T am convinced that the Persian Government aro r 
on onr behalf hh influence as they may possess over the Bakhtiari Chieftains, it 
i san themselves 























St be remombered that their influence is only moral, and that ey 

o nothing whatever to afford material protection to our interests, 
Thave, &e, 

(Signed) CHARLES M. MARLING. 













Inclosune in No. 136, 





Mr, Marling to Mushir-uteMulk. 


Your Excellency 
1 Hessen andl disor 
convorn to His 






Vovember 18, 1007, 
heen easing the 






r prevailing in Bukht 









Hesty's Goverment for the safety of the employés. and 
Property of the two important ritish eoumercial« operating in that region, 
tuunely, the Persian ‘Transport Company and the D svnlicate, 








Until now a certain measure of protection has been alforded ly: the Bakhuiaet 
Khans to the property and employés of these Companies, but [ hay veil 
an intimation from their Excellencies that for the future they decline to aecepl, any 


responsi ever in this respect or to fullil the various obligations they have 
assumed in ¢ 


Even before this repudiation by 1 
the country was oul ng, als is shown by: the constant robbie 
on the Ahwaz Hand) the attack on Mn, Harri 

is no doubt voxnizant; aud now that the 
ies and obligations of their posit 
h British lives 



















e Khans of their respousibi 





the condit 





vans 
1 Batwiaul, of which your 
sponsible Chiofs seek toievade 
ni it is clear that the uucertainty and 
anil property in thes regions are placed has been se 























duty 10. keep ws 
nce of th 





went fully inforin 
nstruictious which | have received from His Majesty 
Principal See "gu Affairs, I have now the lionour to request that 
ws Imperial Gi i froin the Baklitiari Khans satisfactory guarantees 
{or the adequate protection of British lives aud property in the districts in question 




















i jesty the: 
3 is Majesty's Government will hold that of His Majesty 
Feeney eaten Sti ant for any loss oF damage ocasfoned bythe ation 


or neglect of the Khaus. 
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Mr. Marling (o Sir Bileard Grey—(Recciced Decenber 23.) 


ee eu Telnan, December 2, 1901. 
" M, BATIOUSOHKOW, the (nt tnigtprote of dhe Russian Legation, havin 
during the course of the sane weg 9 Mo the astonghing stateneyt 
ore were no Russian tolezraph cmployés on the Meshed-Seista paboearel 
te rnaitiu tenialt prove welll, wien Ma loli arvive toot th exeinna 
nv Tinos provided for fn th Annexe to the recent Ang 
ouvplele Vata oF ihe Hsin empleo the Nha Seltn section of thy 
shied Seistan line, Laccordingly, on the 2tst Octobe te Tie Mages 
oaittne oes te Mesbad and Seisan to obtain suely information aud furnish 3 
with stich dotails as th ee fg Site 
Men yey llowinns Table vos the list, practially identical in Doth reports, of th 


Russian stall on the Khaf-Seistin section shortly before the endl of October 





Station, 





ifelles 
sal ine Vacate 2 
Constant 
Hist «| Reva mt 
Beet Cet ty oe 
Benin  Detin e ye Assistant niechanician 





dated the 7th November, states, howey at owing 10 
i AEE autinow, Tokhorell, aud Drindin Nac i ie 1 
usa n ors 10 proceed to his postat Birjand 
uss, while: Rosowy awas at Ml lor ordors:t0 7 1 hs post atl 
a iNioxe afore alae these’ aihion!Itusstnil canpliydson tli i wrth 1 Kh If ir 
Siajor Kennon, nig port, expresaal the opinion thay wie dhe lie cones 
wre ao th nes sls we hae were me a pesto 
Ho oly nessa adtion to oti stall woud be a signaller at Kha. his wi 
ee Dah om nal or one the stone al 
» Acting Russian Minister for Pore ALN Geen 
Feb inn appears desirable in Itussian eyes (sue Sir A. Nicolsow's despatch 
IS7 of the 2st September). Sie ns 
Possibly the incident is not of very material! Importanen, fives 
igwing hae Russie is-n0L Hels to, ive Thimy points in the game by any 
{uisotie honesty ioe: 


(Signed) CHARLES M. MAREING. 





[41810] 


Mr. Marling to 5 


(0.20, Cniitentat) nahi 
WY AVTIE reference to my despatch ate 30 ln ve he Hoa 
teananit onowith ens of tn despateies fon Mrs Cons. Ganeral Wratisan 
tho former he gives extracts from. tl ie a ave ae a 
throwin: useful Ti iste n 183 ae i a ie 
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Consul by Taher Pasha, giving an outline of the arguments which the ‘Turkish 
Commissioners may be expected to use at the forthcoming Joint Turco-Persian 
Commission, 

Since writing the above I have received a further despateh (copy also inclosed) 
from Mr, Wratisiar relating facts which tow a dissercehie light on the character 
for veracity of the Chief Turkish Commissioner, Ifear that with 'Talier Pasha, such 
as Mr. Wratislaw describes him, there is little hope of inducing the Ottoman’ Com- 
missioners to send home a trathful account of tlie Persian ease, 

T have, &e, 
(Signed) CHARLES M, MARLING. 


Inclosure 1 in No, 438, 


Consul-General Wratislaw to Mr. Marling. 
. 26.) 
Sir, Urumia, November 2, 1907, 
WITH reference to my telegram No, 123 of the 81st ultimo, I have the honour to 
inclose herewith extracts from reports of American’ Missionaries at Urnmia which 
were published in the American “ Missionary Herald” in 1838, 1812, 1817, and 1850, 
and which bear on the present Turco-Persian frontier question, 

ts it is plain that in those years (1) the Porsian. frontier 
coincided with the ridges of the high mountains west of Mergavar ai : 
(2) that the districts of Mergavar and ‘Tergavar were Persian. tersitory 
being the property of a Persian Prince, uncle of thie present Governor of Urumia : 
(8) that Baradost was Persian, the frontier lying to the west of Ghengetchin, and that 
the Turkish custom-house was established at Bazjergho still further to the Wostward, 

This to be noticed that in the first extracts the frontier is mentioned as, beings 
between Persia and Independent Kurdistan, the urks not having yet complotely 
subjugated the Kurds. 

IF the ‘Turks dispute the position of the status quo frontier, this testimony of 
impartial foreigners to whatit was sixty or seventy: years ago should not bo without 
value. Subject to your approval, I propose to say nothing about this evidence until 
the Turkish Commissioners have shown their hand, when it may be expedient to draw 
the attention of the Persian Commissioners t 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) A. ©, WRA'TISLAW. 


Inclosure 2 in No, 


Bstracts from Reports of American Missionaries at Urumin, 


From Journal of Dr. Grant, published in American “ Missionary Heral" of August 1888. 


July 13, 1837.—° Took leave of our lost at an early hour in the moming, and rode 
about 30 miles, into the adjoining district of Mergavar, It consists of an clovated 
ain about 15 miles long, and $ or 10 broad, sit 
inhabited by Kurds, and a few Nestorians, It belo 
Mirza, who is spending the warm 
Hound the plain on the west. We 
ed 
Kinds plundered the district of 
nhabitants,”” 
ig of mountains west of Uramin 
fivides the Persian provinces from Independent Kurdistan, It also draws a dividing 
Jine between the Nestorian Christians, and presents a barrier to onr immediate accoss 
to much the larger portion of them.” 


[1549] 
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Hrom Journal of Mr. Stocking, published in the American “ Missionary Herald of 


Fily 1842, 


March 22, 1841.—“ Accompanied by Mar Yoosuph, 1 started for Tergavar, a 
les west_of Urumia, 
ools there; but hitherto 
t on account of the number of 
ime was deemed favourable, as the 
jolence by the fear of the Persian 





mountainous district adjoining Kurdistan, and xbout 2: 
mission for a considerable time sustained. threc 
none of our numb 
predatory Kurds inhal 
Kurds, while in the 
Government, 

















“Hakkai, the frst village at which we stopped, and where we have a school, 
| constituting the boundary 

From this place 
of several hundred 








ated on the declivity of a lofty ridge of mounta 

n this part of Persin and Independent Kurdis 
il near the foot of the mountain to Ballulan, a 
Nestorians, . ., . Brom Ballulan we passed to Umbie, « vi 
and near the foot of the mount 












illa 
age a few m 











Visit of Messrs. Stockiny and Staddard to 1 i 
“Missionary Herald” of February 1817. 








August 2, 1816. 
as at Tilu, urged upon the people th ¥ of ropentance and 
| When they complained that it was impossible to keep God's command: 

they wore’ by their Persian masters on the one hand, 
crossed the boundary of ‘Purkey on the othe 

ull in consequence of their sins... . On’ the following Saturday (ie, 
th August), Mx. Stoddart accompa 
20 sniles from 'P ran 




















ely beyond the boundary of Persia." 





© Missionary Herald 





for March 1350, 









16 by Basan, whieh 
the rest of the i 
Tetweon 





fow families of Nestorian: 
ame to Bavivgn, the fron 
ollicers ae st 
‘of Jews, and about twenty families of Kurds, The Sabbath wa 

achin (evidently Ghenghe + +. We were soon rem 
i Porsia, instead of Turke 
\\ seated, Ki 














« ‘ho distriet of Baradost is 























Inclosure 8 in No, 138, 


Gonsull-General Wratistaw to Me. Marling. 





No. 271) 











Baron te 





jerkassoy, by the ‘Turkish Commissioners at Bashkaleh. 








the work rather of his colleagues than of Kahor Pash 
the ‘Cureo-Persian Convention of 1569, aud anc y 
\ ‘ippeared iguorant until the other members of the Commission ave 

now have bronght him fuller instructions than he at first possessed, 


It 





tro lives ma 
































javier, published in the American 


At Derhond, © Deacon Esaae (who aecompanied the Ameri 
livi 
oppressed as 
ni by the lawless Kurds wh 
d them that this distress was 











d by John, went to Marheshoo, a larg 


Return of Mesyrs, Perkins and Stocking from Mosul, published in the American 


los strong but decayed cal 
habitants being Kurds. Mr, Per 

oy and Persia. Here two Turkish 
r-house, ‘Te population consists of ten fami 
spent at Gergachin 
led that. we were in 
ions of insecurity around ws. Hanlly were we 














long, taut 7 miles witle, If is situatod directly north of ‘Tergavar, a low ridge of 





Ur 1, November 5, 1907, 
\ WUT reference to my telegram No. 125 of to-day I have the honour to in 
i with «translation of ‘the Memorandum. supplied to the Russian Viee-Consul, 





‘Nhe tone of this Memorandum is very uncompromising, an! it is, 1 conjecture, 





treaties, of which ‘Taher 
| and they must 
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‘The assertion that Jerma and Bedkar (in tho west of Tergavar) and Behik (in the 
west of Baradost) have always been under 


‘Turkish administration, is incorrect, 
Lhaye, &e, 
(Signed) A. C. WRATISLAW. 





Tnclosure 4 in No, 438, 


Memorandum, 
(Translation.) 

LET us also make the truth clear, Although the Commissioners of the four 
Powers fact make a map which they based on the influence, ‘Turkish ox Persian, 
under which the inhabitants in the districts they then traverse wore living at the 
time; subsequently, in the ‘Treaty made between Turkey and Persia concerning the 
status quo, in which that map was mentioned, it was cl fed that the population 
sliould remain in statu yuo until the front , but tliat the stctie quo 
should not be considered ns any tight. to ownership; and it’ is accordingly obvigus 
that it was decided between the two Governments that the map in question had no 
effect as re ‘ds the line of frontier, 
larly, the establishing (at tlhe instigation of influential men at U 
stom-houses, which you mention, at the villag 
(whieh are the property of Turkey, and have always been under our administration) is 
invalid by this Treaty ; seeing that in the IVth Article therw is a cleat and unequivocal 
Hatemont to the effect that such ervations should be no prool of ownership when the 
frontier comes to be delimitated. 


‘The fact, which you mention, of passports heing given by your Consulate to the 






























rimia) of 
of Jorma, Bedkar, and Behik 































inhabitants of the four districts (Naliiye) proceeding to Russia, also comes under the 
authority of the same Article, 

‘The Firmans also, whieh you mention, of Nadir Shah and others, wero valid so 
Jongas war lasted, but ‘Treaties made after peaow destroyed. the 





and the 





‘Treaties contrac! 
‘Thus Der 





‘d with Pers 





entirely preserved the ancient front 
pand Report are exempt from all obje 
wecontance with possession proved by 
urther, it is proved by official correspouilence, which T have 
that last year the Pers i Constantinople ited Dewvish 
Ap 8 8 proof against the Porte for the matter of thesd four districts, Thus 
10 of opinion that it is impossible now to object to Dervish Pas 
Although the fact that the population who belong. funlamentally to our tribes 
SO many years been exposed to the influence of the infldontial nen of 
lias helped to increase the latter's wealth it ‘use of Loss to 
© peaceful inliabitants of both y of our villages, 
Uhas tragically prota It is most urgent 
that an end should be put in humanity's name to this state of thi 
‘This being so, it is evident: that the ‘Treaty you mention 


concluded 1) and England will assist in endi 
claims ou the part of Pers 


lerefore we consider it ye 





mi, and wore 


made both in conformity with ‘Treaties and in 
official: registratio 
seen li 
























“map, 
















4 been recently 
6 entirely such unjust 











ecessary tat it should be understood that the 
sion of a number of interested persons from among the influential sien of 
Uruniia to interfere with our tribes was a mistake. Especially do the unexampled 
quiet and security which have rained this year in. these localities (cer 











tainly belonging 
to us) indicate absolutely the necessity “of Imperial troops being there for thei 
defence, 





However, the question of deli 
sliall be decided between the two J 
Tt has been ¢ vd that the Persi 
should be a joint inquiry, confined to t 
calumnies concerning the [my 
les-Sultaueh. As you have 


ing the frontier depends on the manner whieh 
and on the onlers whieh shall hv receive 
n Government consid 

















vel hy Tmaperiall tro you said that our 
eon there for three years, the repulse of thy aggression in this, year 
Majd-es-Sultaneh leaves no possitility for such assertions as that there was a violation 
of the frontier by Imperial troops, 
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Tnclosure 5 in No. 435. 


Consul-General Wratistare to Mr. Marling. 


ome Confidential.) ni nme 1 
” WITH reference to my despatch No. 27 of the 5th instant, forwarding translation 
of tho Memorandum, handed to the Russian Viee-Consul when at Bashkaleh aie 
‘Turkish Commissioners, T have the honour to report that Captain Dickson, R.A. His 
Majesty's Vieo.Consul at Van, was also at Bashkaleh during the latter part of Baron 
‘Pelorkassov's visit, He fells me that the impression produced by the Baron on th 
arkish Commissioners was decidedly unfavourable, and that they subsequently 
oxpressed oxtreme strpriso at his statement, made in, Captain Dickson's hearing, that 
Great Britain and Russia had in their recent Convention guaranteed the integrity o 
Porsit yas surprised to learn from Captain Dickson. that Taher Pasha had informed 
hhim that he had suceceded in convincing me personally of the justice of the Turkish 
contentions, but that [liad said that I could not of course admit this officially. 
need hardly say that Taher Ps sortion is absolutely baseless, and I imagine that 
io-onky mide ie the hope of extracting some expression of opinion from Captain 
vickson, in which enterprise he did not suecced, - Rate 8 4 
ese its councetions L way mention that the last time 1 mot’Talcr Pasha T drew 
his attention to the inaccuracy of his report to the Sultan (communicated by thy 
latter to, His Majesty's Ambassador at Constantinople) to tlie effect that he ‘hal 
convinced me that the charges brought against the Turkish soldiery were untrue. ‘The 
Dasha assured me, in reply, that lie hiad never reported anything of the kind. 
T fear that the ChicfTurkish Commissioner is excessively mendacious even for a 
‘Durkish official, 


























































T have, &e. 
(Signed) r 





©. WRATISLAW, 





(41811) 


(No. 261) 
Sin, 





Tehran, December 4, 1907. 
1 HAVE the honour to transmit herewith the monthly summary of events in 
Persia Tor the last four wecks, as well us the summary of the proceedings of the 
Hessian National Assembly for te same period. 

favo, 
(Signed) CHARLES M. MARLING. 












Inclosure 1 in No. 43%. 


Monthly Summary of Beents in Persia 


Tehran, 


pal subject of interest at ‘Tehran during the month under review has 


‘HER, 
} gale botween the Shah and the Assembly, whieh is reported upon fully 


boon the st 
elsewhere 








ous alfray oveureed on the 21st November between some soldiers of a 
iment mider Amir Belvulur and some Cossacks under Colonel Liakhoff. 
On the 2tle November some soldiers under Zafar-es-Sultaueh shot two men in the 
sirects of ebian while under the influence of drink. ‘Uhe bodies of the vietims wore 
taken t tho house of the Mujtehed Seyed Abdullah, aud the bazaars were temporarily 
closed. 





nat 

















Several \l_ robbery in the streets of Tehran have been 
reported during the month, and in one ease n European was threatened. 

4, M, Ostingradsky, the Representative of the Russian Ministry of 
returned to ‘Velir 








has 
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5. Sani-edl-Dowleli, the Minister of Education, Roads, Mines, &¢., has approached 
His Majesty's Legation in connection with a scheme for constructing a railway from 
Mohammerah, vid Khorremabad, Sultanabad, Kum, and ‘Tehran, to Meshicd, with a 
branch to Astrabad, His idea is to raise the necessary funds by an international loan 
in Paris, and to assign ar guarantee the revenue to he derived on a greatly increased 

ale of taxation on tea and sugar. The scheme, however, appears to be quite 
impossible of realization, 

6. Sepalidar las left for Astrabad vil Resht, where he had delayed a considerable 
time. His mission, it will be remembered, is to lead a punitive expedition against, 
the Turkomans, 

7. The Tehran ‘Iabl-ul-Matin” has been less violent in tono of late, Articles 
coptinue to appear in the yarious local papers on the subject of the Anglo-Russian 
Agreement. 

‘Phe proposil to send back the Heshmet-ul-Mulk to Seistan and Kain as 

S apparently been dropped. ‘This is probably due to. thie private repre- 

le by Mr. Marling to the President of the Assembly on the subject at 















: 0 
the heginning of October. 








9. Early in November His Majesty’s Legation heard of the impending departure 
ed-Dowleh to Kermanshiah as Governor, notwithstanding the promise 

» Prime Ministor that he would not he reappointed to that post in view of 

is unfriendly attitude to us, Renewed representations were immediately made, and 

loparture was prevented, 

10, ‘Phe Shab hias been at last induced to bring out of the private 

Palace a number of “ashrafis,” or gold tomans, for the purpose of 

present financial diffic 

have been. 


















wury of the 
ating the 
ies of the Government, It is said that 300,000 “ashrafis” 
ven by the Shai to the Minister of Finance, ‘This would represent, at 
thy present market value of the “ashrafi,” a sum of about 1,000,000 tomuns, or 
about 200,001, 

11. Dr. Hugo Grothe, who was re 
South-Western Persia on a German Com 
12, The German Minister, M. Stemrich, has left 
ithofen has returned as German Chargé d’AMfaires. 

(Signed) G, PB, CHURCHILL, 
Acting Oriental Secretary, 

















to be travelling through 
s arrived at elnan, 
an, and Baron yon 








Tabrees, 


1, The town was, towards the end of Octob 
whio fear no on 
of money by extortion from rich iui 





, kept in a state of ar by the 
and are reported to hve collected 1 large 
8 hitants of the town, ‘they tried to prevent 
the sale of bi to Armenians, but this the Governor prevented. Business was 
almost at a standstill, \¢ population generally in a state of despair, ‘Ihe country 
around was also mueh disturbed, especially. Kaw Khoi, and Salmas, Later 
reports state that t alex. Khoi and Maku ave qnict, and caravans avi 
able to. move on the ‘rehizon Karadagh is still infested by. brigands, and 
Kunlish tribes are reported to be pillaging within 2 miles of Soujboulak, 

2, Moadil-es-Sultanch has been appointed Karguzar to succeed Mofakher-ed 
Dowleh, who was accused of solling the Aji River bridge to the [tussians, 

8. On the 16th November the Mussulnan teacher of the Russian school was 
molested and wounded by some roughs who fired some shots at the bui Whe mai 
Deing a Russian subject, the Russian Consul-General has demanded satisfaction anil 
the punishment of the culprits 


















































Resht. 








1, The Amir Azam, the new Governor, is taking energetic measures to. restore 
ovder. Ie is of opinion that the “Abbasi” Committee is the cause of most of the 
disorders, and lie Nias had several of its members imprisoned and bastinadocd. his 
lod to a large number of people declaring their intention of taking x 
Uritish and Russian Consulates. His Majesty's as interviewed by a 
jepresentative of these people, and advised them strongly to abstain from taking refuge 
said to refer any complaint they liad to the National Assembly. 
(1549) 
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2, The Goyernor having sent some sowars to Kama, the inhabitants of that place 
imprisoned them. ‘The Governor was about to inflict exemplary punishment on the 
offenders, but pardoned them at the instance of the hereditary chieftain of the 
district, 





Quarantine, which was transferred from Astara to Enzeli, has been definitely 
abolished. 


Astrabad, 





‘Phe British Agent reports that during the latter part of October large parties 
of Lurkoman liorsenen raided villages near Astrabad, killing a few men and carrying 
off some woinen ant cattle, He adds that hie hears on good authority that the Russian 
Commissioner at Kunbad-i-Kabus (the Russian military post within’ Persian territory) 
Thus encour: 


wed the raiders and provided them with animunition, 





Mesheil, 


1, *Yxmut”Turkomans, from the Atrok, raided Miandasht and Juyain in the 
lattor part of October. ‘This matter forms the subject of a separate despatch. 

2. Apart from the activity of the Turkomans, the Province of Khorassan aud the 
awrjsteweatieaiiaraieernal ied uv alent 








Purbat-icHayderi 





500 infantry and 100 cavalry we 
against the’Parkon 
Capt 
taking pl 
2. A Russian travellon, said to have come from 





re requisitioned at the end of October for 
s, but 110 troops were forthcoming. 
loft Turhat for the Afghan frontier, where encroachm 













ts have 














1, Some Afghans of 


isabad have prov 
Persian subjects, from cultiy 


land at Khush 








a piace on the frontier 


Ispulan, 





1, ‘he Situation at tspatian during the month has b paratively quiet. 
2 Phe Aghas have forbidden all trade with European fitms, but hiave carefully 
trade in foreign goods, as they are partners ina native 
Association which deals in foroign goods. 'Whis has called forth a protest from 
Messrs, Zioglei anil the Tspahan agents of Messrs, Dixon also report that th 
aun do no busine { forfear of the Aghas. Persian merchants dealing with 
Uuropean firms have explained to the Aghas that they cannot close their accounts at 
amoment’s notice, ‘the Aghas have accordingly given them four months within 
which to close thom, Hix Majesty’s Chargé d’\taires haying brought the matter to 
the notice of the Foreign Minister, the latter submitted it to the Cabinet, whieh deciled 



































to take measures to remove Aha Norullah from Ispalin if he continued to interfere 
with foreign trade. ‘The Russian Consui-General has also reported the matter to his 
Logation. 


Shiraz. 








1, Shirax continued disturbed towards the end of October, and much firing took 
place, Soveral bullets having lodged in the town office of tle Indo-Europ 
Telograph Departinont, the offies was temporarily closed. In the first. 
November the two contending factions were reported to have received reinfore 
the Laris by contingents from Jabrum and from the Kashgais. ‘The Lari fuetion 
then occupied two mosques in the town. The Kavamis were reinforced by Arab 
tribesmen, Kashyai tribesmon also overran the country south and west of Shi 
On the 2nd November the Laris addressed 4 letter to His Majesty's Consul stati 
that the aftival of the sons of the Kavam would lead to a fight and the lives of 
Europeans would he endan On the same day the dressed. 
Mr, Grahame a letter, in which they accused the late British 

he denied. On the 3rd November the Governor, Ni 


Laris, which, oweve 
Sultaneli, left for ‘Tehran, having spent the previous week in the lite Bri 
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Agent's garden outside the town. Khabir-ed-Dowleh, Deputy Governor, informed 
Mr. Graliame that the Lari Seyed had produced a letter or letters from Nizam- 
es-Sultanch showing that the latter had himself called in the Seyed. On the 
8th November the sons of the Kavam arrived, and on the 10th November the Chief 
of the Kashgais withdrew. ‘The situation lias since been calmer. Robberies, 
however, continue to take place, several having been committed near the Residen 
A telegram has just been received from His Majesty's Consul that some of his 
servants have been brutally attacked by Kashigais. 

2. The country round Shiraz is also in a very disturbed condition, and the roads 
to Bushire and Ispahan are infested with robbers, those to the south being Kashgais, 
A servant of Lieutenant Black, who left Shiraz a few hours after lis master to catch 
up the caravan, was robbed within sight of the carayan by a Kashgai horseman of 
notes belonging to the Imperial Bank of Persia to the value of about 4000, 

On the 3rd November Captain Heinicke, a German merchant of Shiray, was 
robbed within a quarter of an-hour’s walk of the town, He was’ stripped! of his 
clothes, and all he and hi ant liad with them was taken. ‘he robbers then 
mounted th 
Captain Hei 
b 













































nev, 
informing: 
ident, urged that measures should be taken for the protection 








of British subjects. 
4. A British merchant liv 
appears to be qu 


1s in Shiraz was recently 
fe unsafe for Europeans to go out af 





red at with a revolver, and 
dusk. 













Ye 


‘The Governor has left the town, and the branch of the Imperial Bank 
telegraphed that their guand of native soldiers has deserted, leaving them unprote 
Urgent representations aro being made hire on the subject. 












Kashan, 





A telegram has just been received from the or of the Indo-Kuropean 
‘Velegraph Department at Kashan that a serious disturbanee has broken out there, and 
that much firing has taken place near the telegraph office, from which he was unable 
to emerge on account of continued firing, ‘This lias also formed the subject of urgent 
representations to the Persian Government. 















Seistan and Kai 
sat Kuh Malik 





1. ‘The Pors 





mn soldi 





ali have been withd 





yon account oF 





sickn 





‘Whe local Assembly hi 





drawn up a declaration of its duties and responsibilities, 
Orders sare to be executed with the “assistance” of the local Government. ‘The 
Deputy Governor has scaled this document, ‘The Assembly complains of the 
obstructive attitude of the Deputy Governor, and has asked tlie Meshed Assembly for 
support against him, On the 26th October about 1,000. supporters of the Assembly 
took refuge in the Russian Consulate. It appears that the Russian Consul is now 
supporting the Assembly against the Deputy Governor. 




























Kerman, 

1. Nosrot-cd-Dowleh, late Governor-General, lett Kerman on the 28rd October 
for Tehran, Nazi i Drought back in triumph on the 17th, and has 
since b ons for the local Assembly. ‘The Regulations laid 








the National Assembly regardi 





down by 
ignored. 

2. Sahih Ekhtiar, until lately known by the title of V 
appointed Governor-General, but has not yet left Tehran, Ie Ii 
a loan of some 2,000/, from the Imperial Bank for his trave 
been unable to furnish a suitable gi 


1 provinelal elections have, however, been 








vir Maklisous, was 
endeavoured to get 
ing expenses, but Has 
‘arantec. Meanwhile, the Minister of the 
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Tnterior has appointed a triumvirate of Nosret-ul-Mamalek and two General 
Officers to govern the province, but the Generals decline to undertake the duties 
assigned to them, as they sty they have no means of enforcing obedience to their 
orders. 
Kermanshah, 


1, On the 22nd October some firing took place in the neighbourhood of Ili 

yjesty’s Consulate, several shots passing over it. Captain Haworth is of opinion 
that the shots were fired with a view to getting bim to report that the town was in 
disturbed state, and to prevent the return of P ci rleh, In November 
Yahie-ed-Dowleh was appointed Governor. 

2 On the 25th October a Seyed assaulted an old Jew, a servant of the Isrelito 
School. ‘The brother of the Imam Jumeh, who was passing, joined the Seyed, the 
soldiers of the Persian guard of the school coming to the reseue of the Jew. One of 
the soldiers was struck with a stone by a servant of the Imam Jumeh’s brother, anit 
thee servant in turn was heaten by the sold M, Sagues had the man released, an 
wrote fo the Imam Jumeh asking him to investigate the matter. Meanwhile a erowil 
entered the school, seized M. Sngues and dragged him to a mosque, threatening hin 
with death, ‘he’ mam Jumeh rescued him av considerable personal and 
dot him safely into the house of the commander of the local troops. On the 29th 
M, Sages, believing that the Jewish quarter was to be raided, took refuge at His 
Majesty's Consulate, and remained there until Captain Haworth obtained a guarantew 
for his safety from the Karguzar. 


Persian Gulf. 


at Galeg and 30 rifles at Bix, and wero bein: n away on camel 
consignments are reported to have been landed as follows: On the 19th, 60 rifles at 
Konurek; on the 100 rifles at the +n the 2nd November, 10¢ 
Konarek, and 70 at Sadeeh. 


Bushire, 


‘Where is nothing of interest to report 


Binder Abbas. 


All carayan routes to the interior were reported to Lic infested by hi 
dnvinig October: consequently ivanis moved for some time. Latte reports state 
ve now hein sent 


Lingth 


Sullanieh’s r noved liis futher-inelaw's Luggage trom the 


Customs before it had heen ¢ Director of Customs appealed to. the 
Governor, saying that ants hind removed it. His B 
soldiers posted at the Custom ved Shubher complained to his 
the Director had misrepresented the matter, and asked for his removal, 
nied his Exeello sattomptin est the persons who had assaulted th 
Direetor some tine ously, Me veplied that he had no intention of arresting 
then, and asked the Seyed to promise (1) not to interlere in Customs or quarantine 
is (2) not to order the destruction of liquor whieh may be imported, but to ask 
Is roturas (3) not to prevent the enforeenient of passport rules. ‘The Seyed 
neg, and ro the nssurances asked for, His 
irgitaur to enforee the passport regulations, whereupon the Din 
and demanded that they should not he enforced, fh 
raph to Tohnan. Subsequently the Governor performed a complete rolte- 
Juces and withirew the order he ud issued to the Director to leave for Bushire. He 
then personally ¥, andl ordered Scyed Shubber to do 
tHe sinie on i i onipaany 
his. Lixcelloney sind 
amd expres Ke 
refuge at Bis It is hoped that 
his arrived 
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Ahwaz, 


Captain Lorimer has not been in telegraphic communication with the Legation 
for some weeks, on account of the breakdown of the Aliwaz—Borazjoon telegraph line. 
‘The question of the protection of the Oil Syndicates employés and the unfriendly 
attitude of the Bakhtiari Khans has formed the subject of much correspondence. 
‘The whole question has, however, been fully dealt with in separate despatches, 
(Signed) ©. B, STOKES, Major, 
Military Attaché. 
Tehran, December 4, 1907. 


Supplement to the Monthly Summary, 


Yezd. 


On the 14th November Bahram Gushta a Parsee merchant, was shot at and 
seriously wounded by a Mussulman, who made his escape, Representations are 
being made to the Persian Government on the subject by His Majesty's Legation, 


jesty’s C i rd December, reported that lawlessness 
z and throughout s incre: hat the tribe ve out of hand and 
ables pected in the spring. he Prime Minister informed Mis 
's Cha ‘nes that nothing could be done until a Governor was sont 
Tt is now reported that Ala-ed-Dowleh has finally agreed to. go, his conditions. having 
Deen accepted in full, Mx, Grahame has expressed the opinion that if the tribesmen 
can he kept away from Shiraz the situation will improve, but that strong Governor 
With some armed foree to back him is required to put an end to the disorders, If 
Alied-Dowleh actually goes these requirements will be partly fulfilled, 
The Consular escort will remain at double its usual strength until the situation 
lias improved. 


Meshed, 


Kurt Jung, German Commercial Delogate, has arrived at Meshied. 
carts full of rifles and ammunition having arrived at Kuchan from Ashkabad, 

and haying been passed through the Customs there, the Karguzar asked the Russian 
Consul-Genoral for an explanation, Dut reecived no answer 

Six Ottoman ‘Turks with a doctor, all in disguise, are reported to have arrived at 
Meshed on a seeret_missi one of them a doctor, left Meshed on the 
14th November for Karez en route to Kabul, to which place they stated the Ameer hail 
inyited them. ‘Their movements are being watched, 

Kuchan has been attacked by Turkomans, the Persian troops there bei 
defeated. 


Seistan, 


‘The refugees in the Russian Consulate left in the last days of Octobor, after beiny: 

told that their represented to Tehran, ‘The Russian Vi 
Legation to sent them away, ‘The Deput; 

“ ion of some of the more flagrant abuses, and the local 

Assembly is for the present satisfied, 


Turbati-Hayderi. 


Captain Tyass, with an interpreter and five Cossacks, reached Karez on the 
th November, 


Bushire, 


‘The Director of Customs states that the Persian Government wish to sell the 
* Persepolis,” “*Muzalfer,” and two of thei three launches, and to buy. two. light. 
draught vessels capable of carrying a few guns and transporting a considerable number 
of Persian troops. ‘The Prime Minister inforined Mr. Marling that the intention is only 
to sell the * Persepolis " and buy a more seaworthy ship. 

[1549} 4 iL 
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Bunder Abbas. 





eee et 
‘There ave now ten Rnssian Cossacks, under a Russian military officer nam 
Mathew, at Bunder Abbas. ‘The Russian Consul refers to this officer as “Second 
Secretary.” as " 
MTelegraphing on the 1st December, His Majesty's Resident at Bushire reported that 
the British Consul at Bunder Abbas reported the situation there as Serious in conse- 
juence of the activity of the tribesmen. ‘Che Resident had arranged for His Majesty's 
p “Lapwing” to proceed there, 











Lingah. 


ived reliable information that the failure of the 
in spite of his promise to do so, was due to 
lid-es-Sultanch or some other 
the pay of the Brifi 
STOKES, Major, 
Military Attaché, 









His Majesty's Resident has recei 
Governor to release the Sheikh of Charek, 
specific onders from the Shah. Tt is believed that 
intriguer, has been reporting the Sheikh to ‘Tehran as hein, 

(Signed) cB. 














Inclosure 2 in No. 439. 


Memorandim by Mr. Churchill on Proceeitings of Persian National Assembly from 
4 November 9 to December 2, 1907. 





the month under review was the State 
Visit paid to the Assembly on the 12th November by the Shah. ‘The Princes of the 
WHat including the Zil-es-Sultan, were present, as well asa ropronen tive 
gathering of officials and the clergy, Extmondinary precautions were taken to safe- 
raianl thie Shah's life, "The eoremony lasted about half-hour, and alter 

Hreliminary oxeliange of compliments, in which the principal. Mujtehed, Soy 
Abdullah, acted as spokesman for the Assembly, tho President laid a Koran belo 
the Shay as well ax the oath, prescribed by Artile 38 of the Constitution of the 
Sth Octobe, 1907, which tho Shah mado.» pretence of taking. |The Present called 
for cheers for the Shah, which were loudly given. ‘he Corps Diplomatique was not 
invil 





‘PIER most noteworthy feature dur 







































n the Shah and the Assombly brought about 
1 existed hefore, hut was soon followed by 
ation of 








Jaxation of the tens 


4 temporary 
H yon the part of the Shah's agents and the consequent 


reel 
the pub is 
Ton tie 17th November an important debate on the Budget took place, the 
nee Committee of the House hein by making « statement of the provisions the 
proposed to make for the expenses of the Shah's Court, amounting to 300,000 tomar . 
Heeguoing. (he reductions mado in the pension list, amounting. to $90,000 tomans 
agent, they stall that 450,000 tomans represented deduetions from op the entite 
suippression of th ous of thirteen persons, including those of the deceased 
iid Mushiv-ed-Dowleh, ‘Unki Zadeh maul dealing with the di 
oni apparent on the part of the Shah and his courtiers at thes 
Which le intimated that if the Shahi would not fail in with the Buds 
the House would be obliged to pay the Court officials 
Halanco of about 30,000 tomans out of the Civil 

On the Lith November the question of the ap 
Advisor was again discussed in the presenice of the Minis 
pressed the House to agree to the dralt contract, After 
Which it was said. that the House had alw 
Bank and niot a Financial Adviser, the draft contract was 
vere taken, 

Whe general state of disorder in the eountey hay 
tatives of the amalgamated Committees addressed a statement of their d 
House on the 19th November, in whieh they insisted on immoliate steps being ta 
for the restoration of order, and asked the House to foree the Princes and Nobles 
who had subscribed certain sums to the National Bank to pay their subscriptio 
cual the Stat Novembor it was apparent by the attitude of the two principal 
Mujicheds iat there was considerable dissatisfaction among the public as to the 










































ointment of M. Bizot as 
for Foreign Affairs, who 
siderable debate, during 
Director for the National 
reed to, though no votes 
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progress made by the Assembly. Seyed Mohammed said in the House, “We heard 
mueh praise of a constitutional form of Government. If this is the result there is no 
advantage in it. Is it not the duty of the Sovereign to prevent disorders? Under 
present conditions life in this city is impossible.” 

On the 22nd November, the Prime Minister, the Ministers for War, Justice, and 
Commerce being present, there was some debate on the subject of the proposed army 
reform. No decision was arrived at, but the Minister for War promised to hand i 
his reform scheme in a week’s time, During the course of the debate some remarks 
were made on tlie subject of the independence of the Russian Colonel of the Cossack 
Brigade. ‘The President said that he was to blame for the previous day's free fight 
which had occurred between his Cossacks and the native “Silakhor” regiment, 

On the 23rd November a number of Deputies were selected to form different 

including one for Foreign Affairs, the duties of which are to comprise 
ndence over the Ministry for Foreign Affairs and investigation into all 
reaties, contracts, and Concessions. 
of the Shah's agents, especially Saad-ed-Dowleh, havi 
threatening cliaracter—as evinced hy the artificial agitation of persons wliose pension 
had been reduced, and the alfray between Cossacks and the “ Silakhor’ regiment on 
the 21st November—a heated debate took place on the subject, in which Taki Zadeh 
took a prominent part. ‘The public was then asked to withdraw, and the debate com 
tinued with increased vigour. ‘The Shah’s agents were denounced by name, including: 
M. Chapchal, the Russian Jew, who is attached to the Shah in the capacity. of 
Chamberlain, Saad-ed-Dowleh and Amir Behadur were also loudly denounced, anil 
ity 
‘The 




































































private sitting the following da 
discuss the situation, 

On the 27th November the Assembly held a private session, but the Mini 
detained at the Palace. ‘The President, announced that the Shahi desired to 
receive a deputation of the members, and ten members wero chosen and proved to 
the Palace. 

On the 28th November, at a public sitting, the Shah’s written Address to the 
deputation of the previous day was read, His Majesty insisted on the necessity of 
entirely separating the ex duties of the Government from the legislative 
Powers of the Assembly, and laid stress on the lamentable state of disorder into whieh 
the whole country had fallen. He finally urged the: suppression of those loval Coni- 
mittees which unduly interfered in Government allains and wore a cause of ft distur: 
anee of the public peace, and announced that his Ministers had been given orders to 
effect their suppression. ‘Lhe Assembly, after carefully considering, what, reply the 
should give to the Shali's Message, drew up, in consultation with the Chief Mujtelied 
an answer thanking His Majesty for his gracious communication, assuring him that 
the Assembly did not desire to confound the duties of the executive and 
Doilies, but desired to rstriet its aetion to the dray 
¥ 
they ro 
the’ for 
gov 


























































g the course of the debate on tle subject of the Shuli’sy Message at the 
public sitting of the 25th November, one of the Deputies (an obseure Kerman member) 
Went so far as to say openly what other speakers had only vaguely hinted at, namely, 

by the Russian Legation in the Shah's’ campaign against the 
He was called to order by the President, but as the speakers showed an incli- 
nation to insist upon this point, the public was exclud Prime Minister the: 
entered the House, accompanied by: most. of hi and the subject was 
pursued hy Zadeh and the other Tabre Saad-el-Dowleh was 
denounced as a Russian agent, aud M, Chapehal’s preselice at Court was also sovercly 
criticized. ‘The Russian Minister was openly accused of influencing the Shah to 
intrigue against the Assembly, and one of the Deputies stated that they all knew of 
the visits paid by the Russians to Saad-ed-Dowlel and others hostile to the Assombly. 
Allut Hassan Khan aud Assadullah Mirza referred to Russia's policy in Manchuria, 
‘hibet, and elsewhere, ‘The general consensus of opinion was that the Shah, backed by: 
the Russian Legation, was responsible for the disorders in Tehran and the provinces, 
With the object of throwing discredit on the Assembly. ‘The Prime Minister, when 
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appealed to to confirm this view, endeavoured to avoid giving a straightforward 
answer, and, when pressed to do so, hecame very excited, and implored the House not 
to press him to say in so many words what every one knew. The Cabinet were doing 
theft best against enormous difficulties, and if the Assembly was not satisfied with 
them, he personally would be only too glad to give up his arduous task and retire. 
(Signed) G. P. CHURCHILL, 





(41812) No, 440, 


Mr, Marling to Sir Edward Grey,—(Received December 23.) 
‘No, 262.) 
in, Tehran, December 4, 1907. 

WITH reference to my despatch No, 257 of the 30th ultimo, I have the honour to 
transmit herewith translation of the reply which I received on the rd instant from the 
Persian Minister for Foreign Affairs to the note in which, by your instructions, | 
informed his Excellency that His Majesty's Government would hold the Persian 
Goverment responsible for the safety of the lives and property of the Oil Syniicate 
and the Persian "Trans r 

The note appears to me to be most unsatisfactory. ‘The Persian Government seck 
to evade ull responsibility, and have not apparently attempted in auy way to exact any 
suarantees from the Bakhtiari Khans for the observance of their obligations and the 
protection of the Companies’ property and employés. 

‘The attempt to take credit for the punishnient of Mr, Iarris’ assailants is absurd. 
‘The Logation had for months been making urgent. representations, but without an; 
result, and it was only on the arrival of Captain Lorimer at Batwand that, by hi 
personal influence, a tardy satisfaction was at length obtained, 

I have the honour to inclose also a copy of my reply, in wl k th 
opportunity to inform the Persian Government of the deci F His Majesty's 
Government to inerease the Abwaz Consular guard. 

hy conversation with Nasr-ul-Mulk te same aiternoon, I spoke on the subject, and 
found is Hxcelleney quite prepared to view itin w reas light. Hea 
suggestion that it would be better not to give it any publicity until (he men had actually 
arrived, 

Thaye, we. 
(Signed) CHARLES M, MARLING. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 140. 
‘The Mushir-ed-Doveleh to Mr. Marhuy. 


(Pranslation.) Tehran, November 310, 1907. 

J HAV received your note of the Ist instant re Bakiitiari district, 
anid | Tiave the honour to state, for your information, that, of order 
inthe district in question, and for the convenience of the British subjects, which has 
‘ilvays been a special object of the Persian Government, necessary orders were sent by 
post and telegraph hetore the receipt of your note, and after its arrival the orders were 
ronowed to the Bakhtinti Khang, urging them to take at once strong measures anil 

port the resuit, 

You state in your note that “His Majesty's Government will hold that of His 
Majesty the Shah responsible for their satety,” and any loss or damage oceasioned “hy 
the wetion or neglect of the Khans, 

In reply I have the honour to state (hat such incidents and differences letween the 
inhabitants and the employés of the Company eannot he attributed to the want of action 
ou the part of the Government, and no mention should be mate of compensation, 
House such differences niay arise between any persons in any part of the world, but 
nicasures will be taken (o put them right, fn the present case measures have been aul 
will be taken, 

Cony of @ telegram recently received from the Lkhani of the Bakhtiaris as to the 
punishmicnt of the offenders of the attack on Mr. Harris, ant which shows the goo 
est of the orders previously sent, is herewith inelosed, 

It is evident that the Persian Government are doing their best to maintain the 
svcurity of the employés of the Oil Company, Se, and to promote their operations, 
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especially as the operations in question are expected to profit the State, No doubt the 
Persian Government will never refrain from taking timely measures for adjusting all 
differences, 
Lavail, &e, 
(Signed) Mushir-ed-Dowleh. 


Inclosure 2 in No, 440, 
The Ikhani of the Bakhtiari (0 the Mushir-ed-Dowleh. 


(Velegraphic.) November 25, 1907. 
AHA Vie reectreliyour xcellencya Galore covering Moston (is Sua Gnsuad 
Mr. Harris, me time ago I sent several Delegates and had the offenders severely 
punished, T hold a document from Captain Lorimer, British Viee-Consul at Ahwaz, 
expressing his satisfaction, Iwill send it to your Bxeelleney by post if desired, 


Tnelosure 3 in No, 440, 
Mr, Marling to the Mushir-ed-Dowleh, 


Your Excellency, Teron, December 8, 1907. 

T HAYE dhs banal, lolacknenlalge reespt fl youn Bxcslayey'sinote ofthe 
30th ultimo, in which you have been so good as (0 inform me that the Persian Govern- 
ment has sent repeated orders to the Bakhtiari Klang for the protection of the employés 
of the Oil Syndicate’s workings in that country, 

L regret, however, to gather from your note that the Persian Government declines 
itself to accept any responsibility in the matter, nor asyet has any pledge been exacted by 
it from the Bakhtiari Khans for the resumption. of their responsibilities towards the two 
British Companies for the safety of their employs and property, 

Ih these circumstances T cannot but regard your Excelleney's reply as unsatis- 
factory, and the precarious state of the situation as nameliorated, 

So serious is the view which His Majesty's Government have taken of the s 
that they have been compelled to consider what measures hey themselves ean tale for 
the protection of British interests and liyes in these regions, ind they have decided to 
inorease the guard’ attaclied to His Majesty's Viee-Consul al Ahwaz by the addition of 
twenty men under the command of tivo British officers, party Will shortly arrive 
At Mohammeral on their way: the honour. to request that your 
Excellency will send the requisite orders to the Persian autliorities at these tivo places 
to afford them the usual 

1 shall have the honour of informing your Excelleney at an carly date of the arms 
and equipment which will accompany them, 

Tiiceil hardly assure your Excellency that the incrense of the Viee-Consul’s guard 
hus no other object whatever but that indicateil above, 

Lavail, &e, 
(Signed) CHARLES M, MARLING. 


[41813] No. 44 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey—(Received December 2 


(No. 263, Confidential.) 
Sir, Tehran, December 5, 1907, 
AT an interview which Ih I-Mulk on the 25th instant, his 
Excellency gave me a most alarming ituatic 
He began by recalling the cordial reception which grvoted the Shoh when he 
visited the Assembly on the 12th ultimo and took an oath to work loyally with it. 
‘The ceremony was'a mere piece of hypocrisy on the part of His Majesty, for the 
nment liad absolute proof that he was intriguing more mischievously than ever. 
Ifis Majesty had attempted to organize simultancous disorders on the 20th ultimo in 
rez and Ispahan, happily unsuccessfully, and. was encouraging the ‘Turkoman 
Chieftains to continue their depredations and rails. In Tehran he was irying to 
(1519) 4 
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organize an armed force, composed of his own bodyguard of Azerbaijanis and his 
father’s guard, under Amir Bahadur Jang, and might sueceed in forming a body 
of some 1,700 men, which would 1 n practically master of the capital. He 
had restored the notorious Rahim Klan to favour, in the hope that his influence 
with the Tabreer clement in tle guard would be useful, and was trying to incite 
the malcontents whose salaries and pensions had recently been curtailed by the Budget 
Taw to agitate rgainst the Assembly 

winded that we were on the eve of a enup detat, and so 
convinced had he and his colleagues been of the impossibility of carrying on the 
Government in the face of the Shali's machinations that, on’ the 23rd, they tad 
tendered their resignations, whieh, zotintion, had been 
withdrawn, ‘The Shint had, howeve ation of the Assembly 
and his desire to be r 

The Government, the Prime Minister went on to say, was ina yery difficult 
position, It seemed to he the Shal’s intention to create a serious disturbance, and in 
the confusion to make a divect attack on the Assembly. ‘The Government lad no 
force at its disposal, "Ihe best they could hope of the Cossack Brigade was that it 
would remain neutral; but le himself was convinced that Colonel Liakhotf would 
take the side of the Shah. As for the volunteer force which the political Committees 

jovernment {0 form, his: Excellency agreed that the experiment was 
‘ous, and {he Government, with the concusrence of the Assembly, had 
discarded the proposal, and had decided to form a small but efficient force out « 
the oxisting ‘collency was evidently not sanguine that anything 
woul be done within a reasonable time, for he expatinted at tedious length ou the 
dificulty of the problem, such as the scarcity of incorruptible officers, the lack of 
money, and the unaccommodating attitude of the Imperial Bank of Persia, and n 
more, which showed clearly that the Government are much more alive to their 
dificulties than competent to surmount them, 

‘Nast-tilsMulk’s noforious timidity probably disposed 
dangor, but other ani independent ‘evidence shows that 
oxisted. 

Brom the S6ih to the 2th public attention was wholly absorhed by the episode 
of the Shah's letter to the Assembly and the latter's repl aveount of whieh is 
given in the summary of the proceedings of thie Assembly. Roth from its contents 
ani style the Tmporiil letter plainly sliows that it is not a purely Persian production, 
nl i is generally: helieved that it was the work of Saut-ed-Dowleh with Russ 





not unwilling to retire from the scene, for he mentioned both to me and to the 
rman Chargé d’Affaires that he would like a diplomatic post abroad, and expressed 
to the latter the hope that the German Government would not for the present raise 
the question of the incompatibility of his liolding nominally the post of Minister in 
Berlin while actually President of the Assembly, ‘There ure also signs of discontent 
with the condition into which the country has fallen under “constitutional” gov 
ment, and the Assembly xets the blame. "It has also within the last few days been 
guilty of a bit of folly which will discredit it seriously—it has ordered the Minister of 
Finance to pay out 30,000 tomaus as payment of the Members’ salaries for the three 
months during which the House sat last year. ‘The great majority of the Members 
can perfectly well afford to go without it, but not a voice was raised to: protest against 
 unwarrantalle in the existing finaneial embarrassment of the Government, 

and this foolish exhibition of selfishness is likely to cost the Assembly dear, 
The Shab, on the other hand, has at last shown his hand, and, as the people 
believe that their worst suspicions are confirmed, His Majesty is, if’ possible, more 

unpopular than before. 
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T havey &e. 
ied) CHARLES M, MARLING, 
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(41814) No, 442, 




















Mr, Marliny to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 28.) 
264) 





Tehran, December 5, 1907. 
f conversation on the Br instant the Minister of Pinaneo alluded 
to the financial sit and tried to sound me as to the possibility. of 
assistance from His Majesty's Government, A loan, he snid, wis absolutely 
and tlie Persian Government were aware that their only. hope was in the 
friendly’ sentiments of Great Bri He had so far no definite propostls: to submit, 
nor would he do so until after the arrival of M. Bizot, but he would like to. know: if 
the offer of the joint Anglo-Russian advance of 400,001, was still open, and on. the 
sane terms as before, Tsaid that so far ay T was aware it had not been dofinitely 
withdrawn, but could not he sure that: His Majesty’s Government would not consider: 
its having lapsed, as the Persian Goverament hind’ so long neglected to avail them= 
solves of it. is Hxcollency was clearly anxious to get an assinanee that they could 
still aecept the offer, 
asr-ul-Mulk went on to discuss the terms on which a loan im 
from His Majesty's Government, Me was very optimistie, and 
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W's first direct attack on the constitutional 
On the 20th 1 repeived a visit from the Persian 
knowledge of pull ing anil of the views of the 
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Hasso often hail vecomse, He generally confirmed the serious view taken hy Nasrul- assistance 
Mulls, and said thint the only thing which deterred the refo ; Ttold him that 1 sawe great many diMeulti yvernment woul 
iiucisive measures against the Shalt was the absolute convietion that it would entail not act without consulting Russia, and'if the Ri nootly represented 







active Russian interiereneo on His Majesty's behall. {asked wh 
tht the Russians were supporting the Shati, Ae instanced the 
Huussian chief interpreter to Sauled-Dowleh, who is known to be the 
advisers the Russian Minister's interview with Sheikh Jamal, a pro 
in the Shah's interests; the attitude of the Commander of the. Cossa 
vefuused to recive: any orders exeept those of the Shah, and his intimacy with Amir 
Bahadur Jang; and, tastly, tl the Shah was trying to borrow money from 
tho Russian Bank on the security of the State jewels, all the details of whic 
someliow become known. ‘The Assembly was very much impressed with the 
of preventing the Shah from rising a la im. by this means, and was trying at all 
vvents to got possession of the gold coin, said to amount to some 600,000 tomans, 
which forms part of the Imperial treasure, ‘The Assembly considered that th 
| treasure holonsed to the nation, but did not know how to enforce their view on th 
i Shali, who liad already declined to hand over the gold to the Government. T may 
hove renjark tht the Shah lias since allowed this money to he removed, aud it is now 

at the disposal of the Government, 
On the 8d December L again saw Nusr-ul-Mull 

said iefore, though lie admitted t less strained, 
the Assembly is less strong than before, Popular confidence in 
the President isno longer what it was, and his attacks on the clergy and his peremptory 
avamney in ditveting the debstes lave made him enemies. He liimself appears to be 


proofs tliere were 
visits of the 
H's prime 


the views of his Gover 
such proposal, [rem 
even the interest on o1 





ment 1 Teared that Russia did not seem inelined to. favour any 
‘led his Excellency that the failure of his Government to pay 

lou would make it incumbent on us to request. very 
much better guarantees for the service of a loan, and that we should certainly be 
equally exacting of assurances that the money was properly applied, I added’ also 
that the state of the money market must make any such operation out of the question 
‘at present, except on rigorous terms, 

His Excellency seemed to think that terms could be ar 
control of the expenditure, aud said that he was speaking quite unofficially and conti- 
dentially, Lanswered that [too was only expressing my personal views, and as T ain 
not aware what your views are as to whether the offer of the advance of 400,000. is 
still open, T dropped the question, 

‘The next day the Minister for Foreign Aifairs broached the subject to me, Tn 
id the financial question was being anxiously canvassed in the Cabinet, who. saw no 
ope but in the good-will of Great Britain, ‘Mheir first object was to pay off the flonting 
debt, amounting in round figures to about 900,000i,, on which they were paying 
interest at something like 12 per cent,, but he did not give me any idea of what the 
tofal Ioan desired might be. said 1 thought it was useless to discuss the subject 
before M. Bizot’s arrival. 

Hoth these Ministers, and also the 
ulluded to the possibility of obtai 
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that the people have rights, and that the Shah is but a man like themselves. But 
the seed is sown and germinates, and unsuitable as is the ground on which it has fallen 
the struggle to eradicate it promises to be severe. 











Thave, &e. . 
(Signed) CHARLES M. MARLING. 
[41817] No, 444, 
Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 98,) 
No. 9 
ne a) Tehran, December 6, 1907. 


TIE breakdown of the Persian telegraph line between Borazjoon and Ahwaz 
since the 17th November has not yet been remedied, and the lack of means of 
communication with Captain Lorimer has, as you are aware, caused the greatest 
inconvenience, Lhave repeatedly urged the Persian Government to put the line into 
working order, but so far without result, re. 

From your despatch No, 126 of the 22nd July last I understand that it is 
considered highly desirable by Iis Majesty's Government that we should obi 
control of this line for the Indo-Europem ‘Velegraph Depsurtment, and T. th 
‘lic present moment, when the situation in Baklitinristan is sal, might be taken 
to bring sulficiont pressure to bear upon the Persian Government to induce them to 
























penmit the line to be repaired and maintamed by the Department, [am not prepared 
to say that it would be possible to obtain a formal contract with the Persian Govern- 
nent for the present, but Edo not think that a better opportunity for broaching the 





stion is likely to present itself in thi . 
1 would venture to ask that if you concur in the above view I may be informed 
of it by telegram, 





T have, &e. 
gned) CHARLES M. MARLING. 








(41818) No. 445. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 28.) 
No, 208.) 
we : Tehran, Deceniber 
1 HAVE the honour to transmit to you herewith the diaries of Capt 
Military Attaché at Meshed, Nos. 43, ‘41, and 5. 
Thave, &e, y 
wi) CHARLES M, MARLING. 


1907. 
Smy! 

















Tnelosure 1 in No, 445. 


No. 13.— Diary of Military Attaché, Meshedh for week ending November 2, 1007. 





Summary of News. 
(Seeret.) 6 eatialeiener He 
VASITKENT reports the dispatch south of forty two-wheeled new pattern 
trmsport carts, ‘This information is confirmed by our Charjui newswriter, who 
cports the arrival there of thirty-five of these earts, z ‘ 
Me Our, Askabal agent reports G gins aud 200 men of the Kuban Cossack 
Battory have marched from Askabad to Kak bi 
e's. Outr Askudhad agent also reports that Prince Khilkoy has stopped the canal 
construction work at Band allowed it to proceed at Bairam 
‘This Askabad man was at Merv and Kushk before he w skabad, and 
conneetions which enable hi to know a goo deal about what is going on there. 
4, Sarakhs reports that 200 cattle and 500 sheep have heen brought from 
Afghanistan for sale, ‘ = 
'5, Garrizon reports aro (0 had. from Saraklis, Thshikent, Kokand, Margelan, and 
Andijan, All these gavrisons'nte fairly normal. Sarakhs still has 100 Cossacks who 
‘are not usually present there, ‘Tashkent reports the abnormally large number of 
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1,500 Cossacks there, but we haye known for some time past that an unusually large 
number of Cossacks was being kept there. ‘The number of Cossacks at Margelan is 
below establishment ; this also agrees with previous reports (by another man), 

6. Strong parties of the Gth ‘Turkestan Battalion, from Samarkand, are reported 
at Chernayevo and Khojent; this confirms our Samarkand agent's reports (Diaries 
Nos. 40 and 42) of the dispatch in this direction of half of the 6th battalion from 
Samarkand. 


ord’ Custer lingers on in Baku, twenty deaths a week being stil reported 
there, 

8. ‘The Russians are paying great attention now to the exploitation of the 
mineral wealth of Eastern Turkestan. Every week we hear of diseoveries of coal, oil, 
silver, copper, and other minerals. 

9 Unusually early frosts have done considerable harm to the cotton crop in 
‘Turkestan, 

10, The Russian ne s are full of accounts of the cartlquake, which 
affected ‘Tashkent, Samarkand, Bokhara, and the line of the Oxus. Among other 
curious results, the (right) bank of the Oxus, at Kilif, sank 1 yard, T 
ascertain that any particular damage was done to the troops, forts, 
magazines, or railways. 


“ Transcaspian Review,” 


October 22-—Dhere has been sharp frost in Katta Kurgan and Bokhara 
feared that great damage has been done to the cotton erop by this carly cold, 

An accident has occurred near Kamarlar, on the Caneasuy itailway ; ono driy 
‘one conductor, and ten men were injur 

October 23.—When eight revoliitionaries were being conveyed from the Court to 
the prison (in Tashkent), a bomb was thrown at their eseort; in the ensuing confusion 
several of the prisoners escaped. 

October 25.—Captain Bgupov, Chief of the Charjui Railway Gendarines, has boon 
murdered. 


Ociover 26.—In Baku, from the Lath to the 21st October, there were thirty eases 
of cholera and twenty deaths, 


itis 


“ Turkestanskiya Vedamosti.” 


October 20,—At ‘Laokhehi Sai, in the Aloxandvoysk division of the Tashkent 
district, a has been cl 

ent researches in the Guman Mountains have reyeuled the presence of large 

th, ineluding silver, copper, lead, and iron, ‘The place where these 

cen found is called Linkon, and is in the Isfarinski division of the 


Askabad Reports 


October 16.— Vireo carriages full of men of the 8rd ranseaspian Battalion came 
from W. 


‘Iwo carriages full of soldiers with shoulder-badge 5 passed through’ W. 
(Writer is probably mistaken about this badge. 1 do not know any orp in 
s 


‘Turkestan with a plain 8 for shoulder-badge, except the Sth Orenburg Cossac 
‘Tashkent, who are most unlikely to be travelling past Askabad,—H, 8, 

October 17.—"wo carriages full of railway soldiers passed theoughy W. 

October 18.—Ywo carriages full of Frontier Guard passed through. ; they had 
twenty-four horses in three wagons with them, 

October 19.—The (Kuban) Cossack Battery marched for Kalkka by road (writer 
says “by the dash ing apparently that they marched straight across. the 
open country, not following the road alongside the railway—IL 8.); strength, 
200 Cossacks and 6 

October 20.—One hundred tine-expired ‘Taman Cossacks lett W. by rail, 

October ifty of the new Lesghian Cossacks (probably Ist Astrakhan 

ks) have left Askabad to return home, L belicve, ‘There are now only fifty of 
them left in Askabad, 

October 24.—Most of the soldiers have now left Feroza camp, Among the last to 
leave were a party of 200 men of the Kushk Railway Corps, 100 of whom have just 
arrived in Askabad, leaving only 100 in camp. 

An officer of very high rank, a former Railway Minister (Prince Kbilkov), has 


at 
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‘yeon to inspect the canal construction from Band-i-Sultan to Bairam Ali. He has 
sed the work at Band-i-Sultan to be suspended, but the work at Bairam Ali is still 


Sarakhs Reports. 


October 9.—All the troops here—consisting of the infantry battalion with 100 
Cossacks and 4 machine guns—marehed in from camp on the conclusion of their 
annual training andl went into their barricks for the winter, 

‘October 1—Some Heratis brought in 200 cattle and 500 sheep. ‘They brought 
them through Persian territory to evade the Afshan frontier officials. All the sheep 
and 20 cattle were sold hiere; the rest were tnken on to Mery. 

October 12.—wenty Cossacks marched for Pul-i-Khatun. 

October 16,—ANl the tents that were useil for the summer training camps outside 
the town have now been brought in and returned to store. ‘The troops have gone into 
winter clothing. 


Mery Reports 


October 16. last fortnight reeruits haye heen coming in from Askabad at 
an average of five a days these were posted to the Merv Reservo Battalion, 

October 16.—Twenty Kavkan Cossacks loft B. by rail. Six trucks loaded with 
iron rails sent off by Kushk train, 

Octoler 19.—Kwenty wagon-londs dry lucerne came in from E. 

October 20.—Kour fruicks full of iron rails eame in from W. 

October 21.—Regnlae military guards and patrols have been removed from the 
town now, ‘Tho station and railway bridge are, however, still. guarded by parties of 
soldiers. 


Charjui Reports. 


October 10.—Ono hnundred bags barley and eighteen large black boxes were put on 
Dowrd the steamer for up-stream. 

Oolober 11.—Forty men of the 19th and 20th Nurkestan Battalions left by 
sloamor upsstrean. 

Gotober V3,—Fitty soldiers passed through W. by 

wllole of the infantry battalion, with two machine-guns, 

patrolled the town all the morning, 

October 17.—Whiriy-tive small byo-wheeled carts passed through W. by rail, 


kent Reports. 


October 16.—1 sw forty nl one-horse © the (C. A.) railway 
station in railway trucks going south, 1 am not sure if these earts from 
Orouburg ov if thoy Were taken ont of store here. hese are the new pattern military 
tianisport cuts, ks 

Who Sarts are much exercised in mind about the new scheme of teaching Russian 
instoud of Persinn toall childven in the schools, The old-fishioned people are generally 
‘opposed to this iden, 

Strength of Tashkent Garrison—Ist, 2nd, Bed, and 4th Turkestan Battalions 

Khojent and 'Mushkent Resorve Battalions. 

ih (Orenburg) Cossacks, 1,000 stron. 

hundred mon of the Ist (? Astrakhan) and 2nd (Ural) Cossacks. 

Artillery and details as usual, 

‘his ashikent newswriter reports that he saw the following troops when travelling: 
from, Andijan to ‘Tashkent between the Sth and 16th Octo! 

Andijan ive thundred men of the 11th Turkestan Battalion, 
‘Minty men of the Ist (Semirechia) Cossacks, 
AU Mary (During @ two days’ stay tere) 9th ‘Turkestan Battalion and 
tiation, cach Full strensth. 
aber to a battalion, 


‘two Iunidved men, 6th (Oreubir 
Whreo hundied men with taehine 
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Al Kokand.—Five hundred men, 12th Turkestan Battalion, 
‘At Khojent,—Three hundred men, 6th Turkestan Battalion, 
Fifty Cossacks. 
At Chernayevo.—Two hundred men, 6th Turkestan Battalion. 
(Signed) Hl. SMYTH, Captain, 
Military Attaché. 
Meshed, November 2, 1907. 


Tnelosure 2 in No, 445. 


No. H—Diury of Military Attaché, Meshed, for week endiny November 9, 1907. 


Summary of News. 


(Secret.) 
KRASNOYODSK reports departure of 450 time-expired Cossacks and arrival of 
600 Cossack recruits and 50 reeruits for the Railway Battalion, 
2. Mery confirms this by reporting departure of 120 time-oxpired Costacks and 
1 of 100 Cossack reer 


ew” also reports the arrival of an “echelon of 
sack battery at Kahka and the Cossack rogiment 


4. ‘These reports seem to show that these newly arriving Cossacks are not ray 
reeruits, but men who are at least partly trained, ‘as they were in uniform, and 
Krasnovodsk mentions 400 of them as having their horses and swords with them, wl 
the remaining 200 had their rifles. 

5 cable that Krasnovodsk says these 200. rifles wore of a new 
p r ammunition. Tn this conneetion see ashkent i y 
No, 10, in whi -pattern rifles ati ‘Pash 


7. Krasnovodsk reports tle arrival of further heavy: consignments of railway 
material, and partly explains this by saying that worn-oit rails are being replaced 
between Krasnovodsk and. Kizil Avy 

&. ‘Dashikent reports departure of 70 time-expived men, and arrival of 40 or 70 
reeruits—it is not quite clear whieh. 

9. ‘Tashkent reports that the Imp 
proposed Kokand-Nama comp: 

10, Saraklis reports that tlie late wood har 
sheds to be so full of “revenue” wheat and barley 
wheat-flour to « local merchant, probably a baker, at a low rate—mueh lower, indeed, 
than prev: Meshed even, where cereals are generally much cheaper than over thie 
frontier. 


kis issuing a prospectus of the 


nducement of free meals to 
‘Turkoman attend wile perhaps borrowed from our 
London “ Progressives 
12, Our Samarkand ayent reports an intere conversation between Sindy 
Tshak Khan and a Russiay Staff Officer of rank on the Afghan que Ow 
‘2 position to he able to report such a conversation, but it, is not 
necessary to attach any importance to it, as a Russian officer of the forward” sclivol 
would be sure to talk in this manner, with or without foundation. 


14, Immediately atte caspian authorities issue orders’ increasing 
the strength of the military escort to travel on every train 

neral Grodekoy, too, issued a general ord most unfavourably 

ud threatening severe treatment if it 


Hing Policemeisters and Pristavs with alarm 
‘AML these outrages seem to take place on or nea the railway. 
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Simarkand agont says, too, that tle Andijan Vranch railwaymen are giving a lot of 
trouble, “2 

17, It is worth noting that the Chief of the T. O. Railway has visited 
Bairam Al 


© Transcaspian Review,” 


October 27.—!Vhere will he a parade of the troops in Askabad on the 80th instant. 
HHalf'a company will be present from each infantry hattalion, half a battery from the 
Ast and 31d Battorios 2nd Artillery Brigade, 50 Taman Cossacks. 

Orders have been issued to the Askabad Administration that the escort which 

sry train is to carry for its protection shall be 1 under-officer, 12 soldiers, and 
1 courier. 

On the 21st October Bngineer Stuckenberg, Chief of the Tashkent-Orenburg, 
Railway, arrived in Tashkent, and at once went on to Bairam Ali by train No. 4. 

On the 25th October the Policemeister of Bala Kani was murdered near the 
(aku) railway station, 

‘October 29. -On the 24th October the mail train left Tiflis for Batoum with 
170,009 roubles cash, escorted by eight soldiers, At the 134th verst from Tiflis the 
vain was held up by'a band of fifty robbers. A fight took place between the robbers 
‘ind the train guards, which fight lasted forty-five minutes. During the fight the 
robbers throw four hombs into the train, In tho end the att carried off all the 
cush, after killing ductor and one passeng wounding five soldiers. One 
Wounded robber was carried off by his comrades, ‘lo enable them to carry off more 

dome of the robbers threw away all their encumbrances, including their 


‘October 30.—On the 28th Oetober the 2nd company of the Ist Railway Battalion 
was transferred from ‘Tejend to Askabad. Railway troops from Kushk will replace 
the 2nd company at: Vojend, 

‘An “echelon” of Cossacks has arrived at Kahka and Mery as reliefs for the 
Cossack battery and regiment quartered in those two places. 

‘October 81-—Genoral Grodekoy has published an order commenting adversely on 
te discipline of the troops, and especially on their slackness in. guard and escort 
duties. “Ie instances the large number of [prisoners that have escaped lately, and the 
number of rifles that have been stolen, He states his intention to punish such 
slackness with the utmost seve 

Norenber ithe eity of Karatag, in the country of Bokhara, has heen over 
helmed by the earthquake, with its whole population of 15,000 people, A hill fell 
on the town, 

There is eattle plague on the Morghab, where the Imperial domains are. 

November 2.—Up to the present 1,200 corpses have been extricated from the ruins 
of Karatag. 

‘A bomb has been thrown at a party of gendarmes in Tashkent, but none of them 
as injured 

Krom. the 2ist to the 28th October there were eleven cases of cholera and 
three deaths in Baku, 

“ Purkestanskiya Pedomosti.”™ 


October 25.—On the 2rd October a Pristay Police Captain was killed near the 
railway station of Samarkand by the revolutionaries 

Gctober 26—Krost ani hail have completely spoiled the magnificent Turkestan 
cotton crop when it was just ripening. 

’A Commission as been appointed to go to the Ferghana and Samarkand districts 
to see hiow muchi has been saved. 

‘A mixed train has run off the line near Darbaza, on the Tashkent Railway, Tt is 
not known yet what damage was done. 


Krasnovodsk Reports. 

‘Lhe following time-expired soldiers have arrived from BE, :-— 

October 18,—One hundred Taman Cossacks. ‘These left for Baku next day. 

October 24.—wo hundred Kavkaz Cossacks. ‘These left for Baku on the 
26th October. = 

October 37.—One hundred and fifty Kavkaz Cossacks. ‘These left for Baku the 
same day. 
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‘The following have arrived by steamer :— 


October 16.—Fitty recruits for the Railway Battalion. Thes: 
wy Battalion. ‘These left F. 
Octobe + a SARS iy 
hes 7 AEA complete cargo of railway sleepers; 450 boxes rifle ammunition, 
October 19.—Two hundred Taman Co: its, wit 
“it 22a 20-0 hundred Taman Cosel reerits, with Horses and sword, but 


Octuber 92,—Two Inundred civili jn, railway work 
nes Site 22 Be onde ition Rusian ralimay workmen, mostly Molokans 
A cargo of sleepers, rails, and fishplates. (Writer minutely deserib 

cach of these component pants of airalivay<-H1S) Willy tragkcloads of the ahove 

material were taken out Eigse rey ne SSS Us 
etober 25.—Twvo hundred Kavkaz recruits, with ho rords, but wi 

ills, Mhese left -—for Kush they sai. : eee 
etober 27.—Two hundred Kavkaz Cossack recruits. People here said the 

uew-pattem rifles vith them. Thy li ile, but these Sin euhieceeei 

Teoul not see the pattern. They brought 100 boxes of aromunition with them for 


here is the following other news :— 


October 23.—Nine trucks full of railway material were sent off B. 

Thear that some of this railyyay material that is coming in now is being used to 
ruplace worn-out rails between Krasnovodsk and Kizil Arvat, 

Garrison of Krasnovodsk.—Krasnovodsk Reserve Battalion, 800 strong. 

Ist Railway Battalion, 400 strong. Ks 


Soldiers with black shoulder-straps, but f a strong, 
Boldce win Dah aed aur badges or numbers, 100 strong. 


Sarakhs Reports, 


October 19.—Korty Kavkaz Cossacks left for Pul-i-Khatun. 

October 20.—One hundred eamel-loads of dry lucerne sont to Pul-i-K atu 

October 21. —he store-sheds hore are full to overflowing of wheat and barloy, which 
haye been paid in as revenue “in kind” by the ‘Turkomans, our cavt-loads of this 
wheat are ground eyery day, and the flour is sold to an Armenian contractor here at 
4} krans per pond, ‘Two limndred pouds were sold to this man at this rate to-day, 

Octoher 22.—'The Governor asked the Turkoman Ekters why their boys were not 
attending the (Russia) school regularly, ‘They replied that ‘Turkomang do not care 
to send their children to scliool by order,” but that each Turkoman can send. his 
children at his own tree choiee, ‘The Governor informed them that all elilzen 
Stoning soo! wil Yo syppe wil Troe tals of at, breed and en, wl 

October 28.—The Governor of Askabad arrived anil inspected all Government 
Haopst Ue thane ho tronpr on maneutreparete, whore they die Jo of 


Merv Reports.\ 


October 23. —en waggon-londs dry weee and some barley came in from W. 
some ither 28-—One hundred and twenty thne-expired Cossacks 1u/t W. with forty 
horses, ¢ 
October 28,—One hundred Kavkaz Cossack recruits arrived from W, 

October 29.—Six truck-londs iton rails sent off by Kushk train, 


Charjui Reports. 


oe Ee ee 8-poud bags of barley came in from E. 
Jetober 21.—Bighty soldiers passed through 1. during the night; Tc 
ascertain their badges. ih Ns 
October 22.—Last night the Pristay was murdered ; the murderer escaped, 
October 98.—One hundred boxes rifle ammunition and ten largo boxes ordnance 
stores arrived from 2 an were put onthe seams for hiv, 
tober 24.—One hundred time-expired men of the 20th Turkesta i 
came in by steamer and left for E. 0; abestan uation 
October 27.—Fifty soldiers, badge ‘1, passed through W. 





Eye! 


‘Samarkand Reports. 


; E hi : ‘Tashkent and paid a visit to 
October 20.—A Staff Officer of high rank came from Tashkent 
Sirdar Ishak Khan, ‘This officer informed the Sirdar that the Government proposed to 
make large inerease shortly in the strength of the Samarkand garrison. He also 
said that the Sirdar must riot think that the “Convention” in any way affected the 
Russian plans for inereasing their influence in Afghanistan, and that they had eve 
intention to take possession of the whole or part of that country when an opportuni 
oer iober 24 the detachments of the 6th Turkestan and Zerabulak Battalions 
Have ol yet returned to. Sninarkan from the Andijan Ratlvay, T hear that the 
i ymen on that branch are giving a lot of trouble. é 
Ha raen oral! parties of laaweexpired. mien have lett, but have not noticed the 
arrival of any reeruits, ‘The strength of the garrison remains practically unaltered, 
with the exception of the absence of the detachments of the 6th ‘Turkestan and 
Zerabuilak Battalions before noted, 


Tashkent Reports. 


Ocioher 17.—Korty weernits for the 2nd Turkestan Batta 
area ‘Whivty Cossacks loft by ©. A, Railway—for Orenburg, they said. 
October 2 ‘0 waggon-loads of sealed boxes came in by ‘I. O. Railway and 
wero taken to the magazine. A large amount of flour and tice eame in too, 
etohey 28 rn 
Oueher 3s ©. Railway, 
ive carte i south, 
eee ace oh Hoty : fom An 
26, Orenburg. 
October 26. from 
‘The Lmporial Russian Bank is issuing the prospectus of the Kokand-Namai 
Railway Company. Uhis railway is to be built, owned, and managed by a private 
Company, ‘The Government is to liave the option of purchasing the railway 
cD (Signed) HW, SMYTHE, Captain, 
Military Attache. 
Meshed, November 9, 1007. 


Tnclosure % in No. 45. 


15,—Dinry of Military Attaché, Meshed for week ending November 16, 1907. 


NERAL PEPRAKOY is i 5 tlie practice (shoo 
of the Askabad and Kalika batteries, ; 
2, Askabail reports that 280 soldiers have passed eastwards and 310. westw: 
‘hese seem to e recruits and time-expired amen respec 
does not seem quite clear about all of then ~ 
3. Askabad also reports that the departure of 1,010 time-expired men from 
ins been sanctioned 
‘s have arrived at Sarakhs from 
At Saraklis and the 100 at Pa 
Mose: fresh Cossacks say they aro going to Meshed if trouble occurs there. ‘This 
F the mownted troops at Sarakhs or Pul-i-Khatun with a view to 
confirmed by reports to the same effect from the 


v No. 43 our Sarakhs newswriter reported that a drove of Afghan 
had gone on to Mery for sale, Now our Mery uewswriter reports the sale of the 
Gattle ani the minder of all their Afzhan owners, who were proceeding back to 
Afghanistan, with the sale money of th in Persian silver coin in their posse: 
sion—a tragic ending to the cattle deal, and one not likely to encourag ghinn 
trade, 
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6. In connection with remarks in paragraph 6 in last week's diary on the subject 
of a new-paitern rifle with different ammunition, it is worth noticing Merv agent's 
remarks this week on the subject of a change in the rifle ammunition Boxes. 

7, Samarkand reports the departure of two Colonels with a special escort on a 
“mission” to the Afghan frontier. 

$. Prince Khilkov has left Turkestan for St. Petersburgh. He has secured a 
Petroleum Concession in Ferghana, and an important Railway Concession in the 
country lying between the Siberian and ‘Tashkent Railways, 


“ Transcaspian Review.” 


November 3.—Colonel Gesket, Chiet of the C, A, Railway, has been appointed 
Chief (“Nachalnik”) of the Imperial train (I take it that this is a purely honorary 
appointment.—H. S.), 

Prince Khilkoy left for St. Petersburgh on the 20th October. Te hias secured a 
Concession for petroleum at Maili-Sai, in the Ferghana Province, and alsoa Concession 
for the Chelabinsk—Tvoitsk-Kustonai-A kmolinsk-Somipalatinsk Railway, 

On the 14th November, by order of General Grodekoy, the Artillery General 

i the practice (firing) of the Ist and 8rd 
de near Askabad. He will see the practice of 
r alika, ‘The batteries will be in full 
war strength and equipment, and the shooting will be carried out as in astual war, 

November 6,—On the 30th October passenger train No, 5 ran. off the line at. the 
1905th verst (from Krasnovoish) owing to tho mils sprang, Hive extvinges were 
injured. : 


attalion passed Ii, 
Octolier 2 ek Regiment passed 1, 
Novriber 1.—One hundred and fifty men of the Merv Reserve Battalion, 2nd 

Artillery Brigade, and other corps passed through W. 

November 2.—A bomb was thrown into the Askabad Post Office, ‘two soldiers on 
duty there were killed, 

‘Twvo carriages full of mon for the Sth ‘Pranseaspian Battalion passed through B, 

November —Sixty men of the Geok Tepe Reserve Battalion lett W. 

Ni ages full ofp n from W, 

Novenber 4—One hundred mixed time-expired men passed through W. 

Onders haye heen issued san s the departure from Askabad at an early dato 
of 1,010 time-expired men of the Askabad gnerison, 


Sarakhs Reports. 


of Sarakhis left for Pul-ieKhatun with 20 Cossacks. 
Incere, 50 camel-loads of harley, and 10 eartsloads of 
atin, 
October 28.—A rifle was stolon from the barracks last night, so a general. search 
was made in the town, lly of the Armenian shops and hou 
October 20.—wenty time-expired infantry and 10 time-expired Cossacks lett for 


ni as T had heard that a strong foree of infant 
and Cossacks was collected there. On the way to Tejend 1 mot 100 Kavkuy Coss 
who were going to Sarakhs. ‘These Cossacks Tul been saying openly that thoy v 
going to Saraklis or Pul-i-Khatun to remain there in readiness to march to Meshed if 
required there. 

October $1.—T arrived in ‘Tejend and found there 100 railway soldiers and 10 
Kavkuz Cossacks, 

(From 't aks newswriter came on to Meshied hy rail to report 
personally about these Cossacks who had gone to Sarakhs. He hns heen sent back to 
observe their movements and to report on the strength at Pul-i-Khatun,—IL. $,) 


Merv Reports, 
5 Ww Lesghian Cossacks arrived from Askabad. ‘Th 
Cjssicks are Sunni Mussulmans. ‘They lad the No. + on their shoulders. 


(L-expeet this is a mistake, and’ that they liad No. 1 on their shoulders, whieh 
[1519] 4M 
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writer qaistook for 4; as written by the Russians, it is easy to mistake 
1 for 4H. §.) 

dirohe Si)—The Beadmian of the Cossacks, who arrived yesterday, went to the 
mosque and gave 30 roubles fo the Mullahs for the poor. ‘Three of his men followed 
him with their rifles. 

Peer nego drove. of eattle was brought ere some little time ago from 
‘Afghanistan, by a party. of Afghans, ‘hose eattle were sold here for 7,000 roubles, 
eee vac paid in Porsian silver coin, ‘The Afghans lett by road to retort 
Mtghanistan via Penjieb, taking the 7,000 roubles with then News has just 
Afghanistan Hore te tig effect that these Afghans were waylnid by a party of ten 
a eee Vulatan, who killed all of them and went off with, the 7,000 roubles, 

CE two waggon-loads of boxes of rifle ammunition came in from WY. 
re eee” Wore, carefully packed in matting and straw, and, though extelly 
Heating the ordinary rifle ammunition boxes, were slightly larger than usta, Tam 
eee dis, as Lata well acquainted with the appearance of the usual ammun| 
Tixes, hey were taken to the magazine, 

‘Novenber 4——Korty Kaykaz Cossacks with twenty horses left W. 


Samarkand Reports. 


Oetoer 26.—A police offiesr was murdered at the railway station on the 
29nd October; the murderer eseaped, 

ears ne tivo Colonels with an escort of twenty picked men of! the Frontier 

ae have Toft onia “mission” to the Afghan frontier, near Patakisar, YT eould not 
Guard Have eri ataro af this yniwsions since the Amecrs visit to! Mazar-ieSharif 
Teenie ia sean to. be on wore intimate terms with the Afghans, and the number 
of mon ofall kinds that eome and go between the Russians and. Afghans as much 
inerensed. 

iii troops sent to the Andijan branch Tine have not returned yet. ey are 
guarding the railway; all the railway stations are now held by: parties of soldiers on 
fecount of the disalléction of the railwaymen, 

Wt Chatiealae nunbor of time-expired men have left from this garrison yet, and 
no rocrufts have revived, so the strength of the garrison remains the same. 

(Signed) 1, SMYTH, Cuptoin, 
Military Attaché. 
Meshed, November 16, 1907. 





(41820) No. 446. 


Me. Marling (o Sir Kiward Grey.—(Received December 23.) 
(No. 16, Commereial.) 
Sir, 

MR, LORAINE has been able to obtain, by 
Customs Administration, the general figures of the 
past 1907, though as yet no commer 

‘Me lotal importsamount to 431,039,778 krans 
of 44,576,682 krans (801,533/. 12s,) on the preceding 

‘Ahie exports amount to 858,376,541 krans (7,007 
60,288,510 krans (1,20 4,6701, dy.). 

Nie value of the total external trade bas increased by 104,810,102 krans 
(2,096,208). 16s.), or about 18°8 per cent. 

This theresa seems even moro remarkable than the inerease of 13 per cent, in 
105-1906) reported in Sis evil Spring-Mice’s despatch No, 5, Commercial, of the 
Bui Mayel, 1007, inasmuch as in that yenr trade was enjoying a natural recovery 
from thie commereitl depression occasioned! in 1901-1005 by the Russo-Japanese ware 

Tiade this opportunity of correcting a mistake made inadvertently in Sir C 
Spring- Rice's despateh above referred to. he figures of the increase of impos from 
Tee TRitian Bmpive should read 2,690,628 krans (49,0801), converted. at OD Krans to 
the &, instead of 27,590,048 krans (5016371) as therein stated. 

T have the honour to transmit herewith two ‘Tables 


(A) Showing a rough analysis of the Customs revenues for 1906-1907; the total 


sceoipts show an increase of about 110,895!. on the preceding year. 
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Syn a ae 
a @ he oaiee ye piles of Persian imports and exports and Customs revenue 


In the latter I venture to draw your attention to the proportion of exports to 


ae ie indicates a distinct advance in the direction of a better equilibrium 


‘The conversion of the figures for 1906-1907 into pounds sterling has been effected 


at the rate of 50 krans to the #, that being. it ei 
He crs aes te ing approximately the mean rate of exchange 


___ Lhiave, &e. 
(Signed) CHARLES M. MARLING, 


Inclosure 1 in No. 446, 


(A.)—Tanue of Persian Customs Revenues in 1906-7. 


Tmport— Ky 


apt 
eran 

; P sto 

hata tin Poa, Hugs, Senin 
cou . ete 


iT sce = + gLOLTIS 


he, at 60 kang per £ = 620,940. 18%, 
Tuclosure 2 in No. 443. 


(B.)—Comranartys, Table of Persian Imj 
p Table ports and Exports and Ri orive 
from Gustotis dating tlolaa five Tiveal tiie ta 


Pow, | tavohhanth | La 


Mant Yount-ll, 





] 
5 rosa | 
1902-8, 9 908 
902-3, Nia 1904-5, | 1905-6, 1900-7, 





ee i 

; an i ry 
213,442,604 985,036,158 349,914,613. te 
Tanoanora | aserrsion | aieonti0 Senate 


Bo87S,058 | 07006422 | 7AHA16,014 








Proportional Percentage of Imports and Exports to Total ‘trade. 





] 
49410 60°99, 58-59 50°868 
40°90, e670 | ANB AB185; 





‘Customs Revenue. 

















* In round Bguree, 
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‘The imports and exports for 1906-7 are subdivided as follows :— 


Inporte— Kran, rane 
Worthen yorts ewes s0a10g78 
Souther pars nsuiiig Molatimerah 2 lona74es 


431,039.753 
Exports— 
Northern pots ae wee 7 30,081 
Southern ports ineluling MTohammersh <. 916.750 
- 353,970.84 


‘Toul TS4Alo014 





[41839] No. 447. 


Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 23.) 

No, 610.) 

ir, St, Petersburgh, December 12, 1907, 

ISVOLSKY observed to me yesterday that lie was anxious as to the situation 

At Tahveog, and that the Russian Consul was bombarding him with telegrams, soliciting 
ulditional protection for Russian subjects and Russian interests. ‘The Persian 
Governor-General admitted that he was quite powerless to maintain order, and in 
flies circumstances M. Isvolsky felt that a serious responsibility fell upon the 
Russian Government if any regrettable consequences were to ensue. ‘There were 
several Russian subjects at ‘Tabreez, and, besides the Consulate, protection would have 
to be afforded to the Russian Bank and the Russian establisliment connected with the 

riage roads, All those institutions wore situated at some distance apart from each 
other, and if he were to inerease the Consular guard by some twenty-five men he 
doubted if, in the event of a fanatical rising, such a reinforcement would he sufficient 
for the purpose of defence, Moreover, it was a little risky sending a small body of 

on into Porsin at this moment. 

‘Phere was the alternative of concentrating some troops on the frontier, with 
objet of making a military demonstration, but he hesitated to take this step, as it 
might still further arouse fanatical feeling in Persia, and not exercise a salutary 
calming elect, Le would, moreover, be obliged to show that the lives and interests 
of Russian subjects wero in imminent danger in order to persuade the Russian 

itary authorities to aequiesco in such a measure. he Tatler were much opposer 
to moving any, troops towseds tho Persian frontiox, especially at this season of the 

ean, and they were disinelined to initiate any ch might lead them further 

than was originally contemplated, ‘lve military authorities and himself were anxious 
to maintain am attitude of absolute non-intervention in Persian alfairs, At the same 
fine, he could not conceal from himself that there was some risk in leaving matters 
‘is they were, Hough he was exceedingly puzzled as to what to do. 

had no suggestions to offer to M, Isvolsky, as the problem is a difficult one, and 
all could say was that it would be well to take local ailvice on the subject and await 
developments, 

Thave, 
(Signed) ‘A. NICOLSON, 





(41849) No. 448, 


Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 23.) 
(Xo, 620.) 
Sir, Si, Petersburgh, December 17, 1907. 
ON receipt of your t So, 349 of the 15th instant, I called on M. Isvolsky 
and communieated ‘to him the sub I the telegrams whieh lad heen received 
fiom Mr Marling in regard to the crisis which had occurred at ‘Tehran; and. 1 
requested his Hxcelleney to be good enough to send instructions to M. de Hartwig to 
At in co-operition with Mr, Marling in taking such steps as might be possible 
M. Isvolsky remarked that he did not 
ves would be able to take in present 
that it was of course difficult to detine from 
London or from St, Petersburgh any precise course of action, but that the main poi 
Swis that the two Representatives sliould act in unison and do what seemed best i 


existing difficulties. M. Isvolsky said that it would doubtless be well to leave a 
certain liberty of action to the two Representatives, and he quite agreed that they 
should concert together, and would instruct M. de Hartwig accordingly. ‘ 

He read to me several telegrams which he had received from Mf. de Hartwig, 

which explained that the origin of the trouble apparently arose from a demand made 
by the Political Committees that the Shah should banish certain personages in his 
entourage who were displeasing to them and to the Assembly. His Majesty had 
declined to mect their wishes on the ground that such a course would not be in 
accordance with the Constitution, w! aranteed liberty of person to individuals, 
The Shah had then summoned the Cabinet to the Palace, and all the Ministers 
appeared with the exception of the Prime Minister, who hiad to. he brought by. foree, 
and was arrested, though subsequently released. ‘The Cabinet had confessed theit 
inability to deal with the present crisis, and their resignations were consequently 
accepted by the Shah. 

It was also mentioned that the Assembly was in session, and that its sittings were 
ttended by the Zil-es-Sultan, to whom was attributed a desire to place himself on the 
‘hrone. A large number of people were promenading the: streets cheoring for the 

Stiah and condemning the Constitution, and the troops apparently were loyal. 
M. Isyolsky observed that the only course to take was to await the development 
ind lie reiterated his strong desire to abstain from all intervention in 
Persian affairs 
Thinve, &e 
(Signed) ‘A. NICOLSON, 





(42006) No. 449. 
Mr, Marling to Sir Edward Grey—(Received December 23.) 


Tehran, Dece 
TEURAN situation, With nce to your telogram No. 
instant, the Russian Minister and I have spoken to Zils-Sultan as indicated 
telegram No. 404 of the 21st instant, 
cts of the Assembly are still crowded, ‘The Shah acceded to all the 
e Assembly last night, but the latter, hefore accepting his oath to observe 
on, is formulating further conditions, 
sa significant fact that 


ming the Shah's depo: 
sition, was addressed to the Gc FEATS aur AULelony 


and marked * Copies to other Missions,"” 
itortiationalizing, Vorsian affairs, as in Morocco, 
1 intention on the part. of the Assombly ta 
to witness the ceremony of the Shah's onth-taking, 
ent the invitation being sent, and T think that in 
any ease the majority of the foreign Representatives would decline, 
‘Phe French Minister is giving most valuable support 





(41766) 


to Mr. Murliny. 
(No. 208) 2 
(Telegraphic) P. 
SITUATION in Tehran. 
In reply to your telegram No, 4040f the 1st December, No. 3 goes too far, hut 
the first and second proposals meet with my approval. Y 
Zil-es-Sultan should merely be referred to terms on which protection was afforded 
him, and of which the essential condition is that he should remain loyal to the Shali, 
(Please refer to despatch No. 90 of the 21st June, 1902, from His Majesty's Charge 
Affaires at Tehran.) 4 
With regard to question of succession, any interference in the matter should be 
avoided as much as you possibly ean, 


Horeiyn Office, December 28, 1907. 














[41727] 








Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marl 
(No, 209.) 
(Welographic,) B. Foreign Office, December 28, 1907. 

GUBTOUS question in Borsa: Uhave weeeivel four llégaarNa: 401 ot ihe 
2Ist Decomber, i 
If M. Priem received appointment, what view would be held of matter by Russian 
ter? 

British representations alone would not have as great an effect at Brussels as 
would Anglo-Russian joint ones, Instructions shall, however, be sent to Sir A, 
Hardinge as suggested by you, if attitude of your Russian colleague is not to be 

garded as satisfactory. 








M 











(42084) No. 452. 


India Office to Foreign Office —(Received December 24.) 





‘DHE Undor-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Sccrotary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr, Secretary Morley, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram 
fiom the Government of India, dated the 22nd instant, relative to proposed measures 
for the protection of British subjects in Persia, 


India Office, December 28, 1907. 











Tnelosure in No. 452, 


Government of India to Mr, Morley, 
(Peloxraphic.) P, December 22, 1907. 
SHIRAZ, am dated the 18th instant. 
We have taken no action regarding dispatch of force to Persia, and without your 
Aofinite orders no, such action will he taken. Tn order, however, to bo prepared for 
all possible eventualities, seliome has been worked out on paper by military authorities, 














(42122) No 453. 


Mr. Murling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 24.) 





phied P, ‘Tehran, December 24, 1907. 
IRAN situation, 

‘The Popular party recogni 
‘enemy thin the pr 





that the Zil-es-Sultan would be a more formidable 
ent Sliali and there is little likelihood of their now aceepting him 
as Reyent or Shah in ease of deposition of the present Shab. 

“Zi. had been trying to make it seem that he has our countenance by 
constantly sending his sons to the Legation, Tt was necessary to check this, He has 
undoubtedly been working against the Shah in the hope of seizing the throne. 

With reforence to your telegram No. 208 of the 28rd instant, the communication 
made by myself and the Russian Minister to him was expressly to remind him of the 
conditions of our protection, i., his loyalty to the Shah, We also reminded him that 
the two Governments had agreed to recognize the Valialid as successor. 
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[42130] No. 454. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey. 





(Received December 24,) 
». 411.) 
‘elegraphic.) P. Tehran, December 24, 1907. 

ASSEMBLY are not likely to be satisfied with composition of Ministry formed 
under Nizames-Saltaneh. 

Bazaars are still closed, but though town is quiet, Assembly is still surrounded by 

armed crowds, who, in order that the assaults and robberies which take place every 
night may be put an end to, demand execution of two leaders of Shali's roughs, 

















(42139; No. 455, 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 24.) 








(No. 412.) 
¢ 


‘legraphic.) P, Tehran, December 24, 1907, 
MY telegram No. 411 of to-day, 


Within the last few hours the si 
degree. Russian Minister and T have 
telegraph to our Governments as follows: 


“The situation appears to us to be big with danger, in spite of recon 
Letween Shah and Mejliss and the apparent calm. Poople are openty discussing the 
dethronement and assassination of Shah, an eventuality which is, in our belief, 
perilously near, Assembly, Ministers, and Government have no means of conteollin 
Revolutionary Committees, and aro equally under their influence. In Tehran thore ts 

now no man capable of averting danger ot of controlling the situation, he people 
are masters of the situation, and ready to take the most extremo measures against the 
Shiah, and no kind of authority exists, 

‘We aro convinced that the country is on the eve of a revolu 
few days calm may be maintained, 

“Tt may be that our Governments desire to concert as regards. measures w 
may become necessary, 

“The situation is 
ourselves.” 





vation here has developed to w very dangerous 
reed, as the result of a long discussion, to 





















ion, though for a 








jewed by our French colleague in us grave a 








[42140} No. 456. 

Mr. Marling to Sir Edvard Grey. (Received December 24.) 
(No. 413.) 

( 


phic.) P. Tehran, December 24, 1007, 
RAN situation, 











Anjumans, but is apparently 
ng the Consuls such information as 1 can which may bo used to 
calm excitement in the provinces, which the agitation against the Shah hus now aleo 
gained. ‘This seems to me to be especially ominons, 


(Confidential,) 

‘he efforts of the German Chargé d Affaires to internationalize Persian alfairs, by 
spiring mistrust of the two Powers, has largely neutralized the influence of the Russian 
Minister and myself and though our action of the 22u1 produced the bost results, we 
have been unable to persuade the Assembly to receive, through its President, the 


declaration of the Shah's pledges made to us,” Russian Minister and I cannot seo low. 
to take effective action here. 
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[42141] No. 457. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Eiiward Grey.—(Received December 24.) 
(No. 414.) 
{Peiegrapuicy By Tehran, December 24, 1907. 
M, PRIEM (Persian Customs), 
M. de Hartwig will inform his Government in same sense. He entirely agrees. 
Reference is to your telegram No, 209 of the 28rd December. 





[41768] No, 458, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir B. Bertie, 
(No, 143.) - 
Pelographic.) P. Foreign Office, December 24, 1907. 
FINANCIAL Adviser in Persia. Please refer to Mr. Marling’ telegrams No, 401 
of the 21st instant and No, 406 of the 22nd instant. 
You shiould inquire into the present position of affairs, and point ont that the 
accoptanice of the contract without firther delay is a matter of great importance. 





(42144) No. 459, 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Bdioard Grey.—(Receited December 25.) 

(No, 267,) 
(Telegraphic,) Bs St. Petersburgh, December 25, 1907. 

WII reference to the affairs of Persia, the Minister for Foreign Affairs here 
has reevived n telegram identic to Mr. Marling’s telegram No. 412 of the 24th instant 
At the prosent juneture he doos not seo what action the two Governments ean take, 
amd thinks that it is hest to await events, he restoration of orler and ealm is 
desived: hy the Russian Government, and so long as these essen 
secured it isa matter of comparative indifference to them wi 
Govornnient is established, Thi ire of the Russia 
from an ion was again impressed on me by M. Esvolsk 

Mh r aargé d’AMaires at Pehran was mentioned by Minister 
for Ko want Aimbassudor here to-day. ‘The Iattor said that 
Hoyo attonding the Assembly for the sake of inf the German Ch 

MTuites had taken no action. ‘he Gorman Ambassador added ti i 

purpose of obtaining privileges in return for effect 

Vad heard, heen resorted to by the Repre 


‘The Intter insinuation was ¢ 
Vestixo of truth. ‘Mic British and Russian Representatives, as representing the Pov 
Witlt the most direct and vital interests in Persia, lind, M, Iavolsky said, intervened 
solely in the hopes of being able to elfect some modus vivendi hetwi Shah and 
the Assembly, in order tliat some peace and order might be introduced, hough the 
Brench Representative had very naturally been consulted by his two 
ind not, M. Isvolsky said, intervened. iat 

Ilis Majesty's Representative at ‘Tehran has been acquainted with the above, 





[42139] No. 460, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 
(No. 358.) he 
(Volegraphic,) Foreign Office, December 25, 1907. 
YOU should ate substance of my. tel 0. 210 of today to 
Mr. Marling to Russian , state that His Majesty's 
Goverment lope that similar instructions may he sent to Mr. Marling’s Ru 
colleague, 
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[42139] No. 461. 


‘Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling. 
0. 210.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, December 25, 1907, 

THE Shah and the Tehran crisis. 

Please refer to your telegram No, 412 of yesterday 

In general, your attitude in the Shah's conilict wi 
strict neutrality. 

You should not refuse the Shah admittance to His Majesty's Legation if he secks 
“bast” there, unless such a course seemed likely meroly to endanger tho lives of 
others without any certainty of saving his own; and it should be made perfectly clear 
that such asylum is given to him on the same terms as to any Persian who mighi-apply 
for it in similar danger, as it is important that noone should have ground for belioving 
that the Shah has our support in his struggle against the Assembly. We should also 
be ready to hand him over to the authorities, subject to our receiving adequate 
assurances that he would be permitted to eave Persia without any attempt Boing made 
on his life. 

to guards, if His Majesty choses the British Legation as his place of rofugo, 

you need not ask for assistance from the Russians unless an attack is made; and 
conversely you need not furnish British guards if he goes to the Russians, 

rd to Zil-os-Sultan’s candid: the throne, wo should not be hostile 

mnces, and [ trust your c ion to him may not be so interpreted, 


ur later telegram that it is desitable he should not turn elsowhore for 
rotection, chances, though small, are not altogether unworthy of consideration. 
Presumably it would do more harm than good. to supplement. previous. communication 
explaining to him that our object was solely to prevent him plott 
Shah on the strength of our joint protection, 





(42145) No. 16: 


Paris, December 2, 1907. 


Substance of telegrams referred to come 

numicated to Politic that Frouch Government are very anuch 

live to the necessity of getting matter settled, ‘Tho difficulties arose largely from the 

fuct that the contrict was approved by the Persian Assembly before the French 

‘overnment had been given a proper opportunity of considering it. ‘The. leone 

Finance was brought mto the matter as the official superior of M, Bigot, 

ail points which the French Government consider unsitisfactory and 

if unico, it is not stipuluted what his exact title shall ho--that 

of Financial Adviser ig not_menti ‘To allow him to start till such points are 
settled would be to run tho risk of his findinyz himself in false position on arr 

Nogotiations are proceeding © Pes 
that tie difficulties may he removed, 





(42163) No. 463, 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Receivea December 26.) 
(No. 268.) 
(Telegraphic) P. St. Petersburgh, December 26, 1907. 
REFERRING to my tolograin No. 207 of yesterday's date respecting Persia, 
M. Isvolsky read to me to-day a telegram which he has sent to the Russian Ambassador 
i Berlin, from which it appears that the German Ambassador was. acting upon 
instructions from his Government when he had stated that Germany had no politteal 
ans in Persia, but merely economic and commercial interests; that no active part had 
a taken cent events by the German Chargé d’Aflaires, but that complaint 
by Germany that advantage had been taken of the situation by 
Great Britain, France, aud Russia to play a predominant part, and in toturn. for 
Uiringing about a compromise to obtain privileges 
[ 40 
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A telegram in the sense of my immediately preceding telegram has now been 
dispatched by M, Isvolsky to the Russian Ambassador at Berlin, instructing him, while 
rnunicating these observations to M. von Schin, to express the hope that the 
‘man Chatgé d’Affaires would avoid anything which could complicate the situation, 
and that instructions might be sent to him in this sense, 
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anxious as regards state of affairs near Urumia. It is impossible for the Persian 
Government to take any steps which might be usedl as a pretext for further aggression 
by the Turks, and the Russian Government might, if things continue in their present 
condition, be led into making a demonstration on the border, Dangerous excitement 
would be provoked here by such a course. 








(42164) No, 464, 
‘Sir N, O'Conor to Sir Edward Grey.—( Received December 26.) 
(No. ne 
(Welegraphic.)  P. Constantinople, December 26, 1907. 
FOLLOWING from Mr. Wratislaw, dated Urmia, the 19th instant, received 








day before yesterday two Russian Cossacks were attacked by a party of 
Kurds on the road to Selmas, and had to fight their way through ; and on the same 
day a Russian caravan was plundered by another party 20 miles from Urmia on the 
same road, Russian traders say that the insecurity is ruining them, and have made 
collective representations to their Vice-Consul to this effect, 

Ihe idea of inviting the ‘Turks to intervene appears to be becoming more and 
more popular.” 


















(42165) No, 465, 


Sir N. O'Conor to sir Eilward Grey.—(Received December 26.) 





‘onstantinople, December 26, 1907. 


Jaw, Urumia, dated the 21st instant and received 


Commission ig not far from Urumia, ‘There is a rumour that the 
‘urks intend to occupy the town, but so far I have no confirmation of it, 

“They haye established a custom-house in a village called Kaniarash, which is 
situated in the cast of the Baradost district not far from Sineab. 


“ Outrages by the Kurds are still frequent.” 
























No, 466. 
[Nil] 
(42157) No. 467, 
Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 26.) 
No. 415,) 
Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, December 26, 1907. 
ERSIA. 


My penuitimate telegram (No. 418) of the 24th instant. 

Bazaars have reopened. Shah has had a thorough fright, and situation locally is 
much improved. 

Following is confidential; Russian Minister will now, I think, try to deter the 
Shah from any provocative action, and regrets having allowed him to believe himself 
‘igsured of Russian support it is, however, impossitle to count on success for long, 
given tho false and shifty character of His Majesty. 

Mr, Wratislaw’s telegram No, 34 of the 19th instant, M, de Hartwig is very 

































[42158] No. 468. 


Mr, Marling to Sir Faward Grey— (Received December 26) 


(No. 416.) 
(felegraphic.) P. 


Tehran, December 26, 1907. 
ig strong representations to the Persian Government on the strength 
legraphed by His Majesty's Consul at Kerman, to the effect that a plot 

ish had been elaborated by agitators if unfavourable news should be 
received from Tehran, and that there will always be danger so long as there is no 
Governor. 













[42159] No. 469. 
Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 26.) 





(No, 417.) 
(Welegraphic.) B, Tehran, December 26, 1907, 

M. PRIEM, 

Please refer to my telegram No, 414 of the 24th instant, 

In the event of any action being taken at Brussels, Belgian Chargé d’Affaires in 
particularly anxious that suggestion should not appear to have emanated from him, 






(42160) No. 470. 


Mr, Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 26.) 






(No. 418.) 
melee p| Teh 
A g Acting Consul-General to make furth 


force wi 


(42161) No. 471. 
Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 26.) 
(No, 419,) 
(Pelegraphie) B. 
HERAZ situation, 
I hive left the matter of allowing the Tehran relieved escort to proceed, as now 
proposed by His Majesty’s Consul, to his discretion, He reports the situation quieter, 


Tehran, December 26, 1907. 















(42162) 


No. 472. 







Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 26,) 


ae ‘Tehran, December 26, 1907. 
AS, owing to the insecurity of the roads, the Persian post declines to avcept 
twenty-five mile-loads of silver eoin belonging to the Imperial Bank of Persia, the 
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Bank has asked me if the twelve extra mon for the Ispalian escort, now nearing 

Shiraz, could bring it up. 
If the Bank accept. 1 

favourable, may T agree 
Military Attaché thinks risk would not be great. 





lity for any loss, and if the Consul at Shiraz is also 











[42139] 


Nicolson. 





(No. 369.) 
(elographic,) 

SITUATION in Persia 

Pleago refer to my telegram No. 

Provided Mr, Marling sees no objection, I am prepared to agree that, in the case 
of an application being made by the Shah 'to one of the Legations for “bast,” that 
Legation should be placed under the protection of both British and Russian flags and 
of the guards of both the Legations, provided that “bast” is not given with any 
political object, but only to save the life of His Majesty. Please inform M. Isvolsky of 
this and inform me whether hie considers this eondition acceptable. 





Foreign Office, December 26, 1907 

















[42167] No. 474. 


Sir F. Bertie to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 27.) 





Paris, December 25, 1907. 
1 HAD oevasion to see the President of the Council this morning, anil, as the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs was unable to receive the Diplomatic Representatives 
to-lay, 1 mentioned to M, Clemenceau the question of the appointment of M. Bizot 
as Financial Adviser (o tHe Persian Government, I told his Excellency that you had 
Jearnt from ‘Veliran that a delay hat heen eaused in the completion of the appointment 
by tho desire of the Bvench Minister of Finance to have M. Bizot’s contract of « 
nient, already approved by te Persian Asvembly, amended, 1 said that you feared 
hat the vestili might he fo give an opportunity. to. the German Chargé @Ataives 
‘ohiran to eanry through his cndeayour to obtain the appointment who 
ad German tend ak to M. on the 
subject when hie Nad a 
my request gone this morning to the Quai dO: » Political 
Director the fuets of the case as reported @Atfaires at 
‘Wehran, and (lie insixuctions which 1 liad received to make a representation on the 
subject to the French Gover 
M. Clemenceau said tha 




















































ter wi 





ould discuss the ma h M. Pichon, 











Lhave, 
signed) FRANCIS BERTIE, 
(42141) ATS. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir A, Nicolson, 
(No, 361.) 





a 





raphic.) 2 Foreign Office, December 27, 1907, 
PLEASE see Mr, Marling’s telegram No. 401 of tie 2ist instant respecting, 
M. Pricin 

IL is also reported by him that M. 
APAMiaires to fll post of 

Joint representations: mae at Brussel 
against his appointment are the course we 
understand, is being recommended to Ry 
Velran, Do they agree? 

‘The desire of the Belgian Charge 
Laying raised the question. 










Pricm is being proposed by German Chara’ 








by British and Ru 
ould favour, and th 
an Government 









in Governments 
ister at 









W’Affaires at Teliran is to av, 





dl appearance of 
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(42447) No. 476. 
India Office to Foreign Office—(Received December 28.) 





Sir, India Office, December 27, 1907. 
IN reply to your letter of the 24th instant, Tam directed to say that Mr, Secretary 
Morley concurs both in the view of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs that it is 
desirable to facilitate the application of the Persian Government for a vessel to replace 
the “ Persepolis” and in the proposal to ascertain whether the Admiralty have at their 
Aigposal a suitable ship which could be sold to the Persian Government. 
am, &, 
7 (Signed) "COLIN G 











‘AMPBELL., 





{42395} No. 477. 


India Office to Foreign Office —(Received Decenber 28.) 


DUE Under-Seeretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under 
Seerciary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr, Secretary Morley, 
forward ith, for te information of the Seeretary of State, copy of a telegram 
from the Viceroy, dated the 25th instant, relative to the cost of the Shiraz escort. 


India Office, December 27, 1907. 











Tnclosure in No. 47 


Government of India to Mr. Morley, 
Ph December 25 


1907, 
BE your telegram of 18th instant; 2,500 rupees will be probable cost of 
ning the relieved escort at Shiraz for six months. 














No. 478. 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 28.) 










(Pelographi i St, Petersburgh, December 28, 1907. 

REFERRING to your tele 357 and 858 of the Bath and No, 389 of the 
26th instant, respec M, Tevolsky iy prepared t© youd stil 
instructions to Russian Minister at Tehran to thoso’ whieh you propose sondin, 
Marling, with which he is in agcord, He proposes one amendment. Your telegram 
210 to Mir. Marling says that the Shah might be handed over to the anthoritios upon 
tain conditions, No confidence can, M. Isvolsky thinks, be placed in any guaranteo 
which the Persian authorities might give ; should the case arise, therefore, he suggests 
that an escort composed of hoth British aud Russian guards should conduct the Shah to 
tlie front 

Before sending the instructions to M, de Hart 
await the reply of His Majesty's Government 

ould the Shah take refuge within 

iderstands that His Majesty 
Is shall protect His Majesty. 






























ig, Minister for Forei; 





Affairs, will 











ither the British or Russian Logations, 
's Government agree that both British and 
































42461) 


No, 479. 
Sir N. O'Conor to Sir Edvard Grey.—(Received December 28.) 


graphic.) P. Constantinople, December 28, 1907, 
FOLLOWING from Mr, Wratislaw, the 25th instant: — 


(No. 





Hiear from a trustworthy person who has arrived at Solduz that the Karapapak 
who were the chief support of the Persian Government in this part of the 
[1549] 4p 





Sii 
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: ore eet 

country, have asked to become Ottoman subjects. ‘The Turkish Consular Agent 

oausae Gey linen nee of Urmia have askel him to, give them pro- 

tection, and that he has also received similar applications from yoople in the towns 

bat, that ashe has not reeived instructions on the subjeo 

applies e1 is litary authorities. 5 a 

ee ieee Se oe eras tock lot ays journey from 

‘Tabreed, whither he was carrying the mails, which werostalon People arriving fe 

the Cauensus nepoet that Itnsian troops are being moved to Naktchevan and Kars, 
“Woday is the first time sinee the breakdown that the telegrap! 


working.” 





(42459) No. 480, 
Sir N. O'Conor to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 28.) 
(Mower shie) P, Constantinople, December 28, 1907. 
FOLLOWING tolegram dated the 26th instant rcolved from Crit ve 
from the Karg 
‘Tahir Pasa hus, according to a telegram d f nt 1 
Sfisatnay atvve ae ua Gishae tie Solana dine, i ro hoe me 
Af the Huish Commision. ho telegram stated that he proposal to proneed thn 
Askerabad, in dhe plain of Urmia, to Mawana, He will enter Persia | sera pa 
Dut he will also puss Uhrough ‘the \villages which aro most a (0 
protection, having Deon the greatest sufferers from recent aggre 


Great anxiety is felt here on the score of the situation in Tehran, little being 
Known of events in the ¢ 





(42412) No, 481, 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey—( Received December 28.) 
(ieiage phic) P. ‘Tehran, December 28, a0 
“ON thy 26th, Decombex. Baron Richtliofon came to. seo. ML. Sturler, the, Date 
Minister, nd, emplosing quite wavarantable Tanguage, informed hn that he had 
come to inyite him to expel. S eal Dowel, (ss poe No, Yat hp 
2th Deventer) on behalf of the President of the Assembly, The, Datsh, Minister, 
vhose ac eon perfectly correct, of course refused. Baron Richthofe : 
espouse anes Mince auger poston ha hat he 
wi, chthofen, vould cause the Duteh shops in Tehran to be boycotted hy Persians 
ila vei Uigt No bad uabtucious for what gas doing an that he was as to bring 
i oroce question,” and ho added that Las, really agitating against tH 
Terinpiepea ite ore fhonay aM tear io Ata ltcanaatioeo ya 


asham, 





[42440] No, 482. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edieard Grey.—(Received December 28.) 
Tehran, December 28, 1907. 


(No, 28) an 
(Welographic) Pe 
TURCO-PERSIAN fron Ste cae aT 
vith veferonee fo my telegram No. 418 of the 26th Decomber, 
ae Pen hat, in order to give no. pretext 
‘Tho Persian Government has been urged by me that, i to give no 
foeZ Tne panes tie Belnoa Gavetnie shoul Bo warned tafuca etek auton 
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140897] No. 483. 


Foreign Office to India Office. 
(Confidential. 
Sir, Foreign Office, December 28, 1907. 

J AM directed by Secretary Sir E, Grey to stale, for the information of 
Mr. Secretary Morley, that he has had under careful consideration the. situation chien 
has arisen in regard to the export of red oxide from the Island of Abu Muay, 


45, Yow are avare, the circumstances which have resulted in the present. juneture 
were briefly as follows :— 


In the summer of 1898 the Sliikh of Shargah went on a pilgrimage to Mecea, and 
during his absence his uncle, who was acting as Regent, granted a lense of the mines tn 
question to three persons, viz., Hassan Samaiveh (a. British-Indian subject), his don 
foetus, and Esa-bin-Abdul Latif (tho son of tho British Residency Agent at Shargatyy 
for such a period as they might wish to hold the mines, provided they paid 250. dellacg 
per annum, 

On the Sheikt of Shargah’s return from Mecca he evidently claimed to become a 
partner in the concern, and was admitted as such by the others; but a few monthe later 
je transferred his interest in it to one Yusuf-bin-Abdullah, who again was eventuslly 
bought out by Hassan Samaiyeh in December 1000, 

In the beginning of 1906 it was found necessary, on considerations. of general 
policy, for the Mtesident in the Persian Gulf to warn the Chief of Shangah godt his 
uncle, Sheikh Salem, against entering into any. illseonsidered Agreement with, the 
German firm of Wonekbaus and Company for leasing the red oxide mine "The two 
Sheikts gave assurances that they would downothing without the knowledge of the British 
Resident, 

On the Ist June, 1900, however, an Agreement was executed at Lingah, by whieh 
Hosein Samaiyeh, claiming to act not. only for himself, but also for his two. panier, 
gave to Mr- Robert Wonckhaus a specific monopoly of the output for fou yearh with: 
referential option to renew at the end of that period, ‘The torn of thiv Agtooment 
were such as to afford a considerable margin of profit on the original Concessien, 

On learning some months later of this transaction, Hsa-bin-Abdul Latif, the junior 
parkier of the three original concessionnsires, lodged a protest with the Sheikh ot 
Shargah petitioning that the contract with Mr. Wonekhaus might be annulled. 

Accordingly, in a letter dated the 21st February, 1007, the Sheikh of Shargah 
informed Hassan Samaiyeh of this complaint, He aed that he had hw right torment 

Hopoly to third parties without making any reference to the territorial: Rules pnd 

© continuance of the Concession in Hassan’s liands way undesirable, and. that the 
inal contract had therefore been terminated. 
izust the Government of India telesraphed that Hassan Samaiyoh 
and refused to stop working, and that the Sheikh of Shargah 
considered force would be necessary to oust him from the island, 

(On the 10th October a formal notice from the Slicikl, of Shargah wow handed 
to Hassan ing upon him to cease forthwith trom his mining operations, 

nd to remove himself and his workmen, machinery, and all instruments, Men thee 
{sland of Abu Musa within ten days. ‘This notice’ was accompanied. by verbal 
fannunication from the British Residents representative, to. the ellect that if. Ine 
failed to comply with the Shieikh's demands the Sheikh would have the approval of lig 
Majesty's Government in ejecting him, and would be supported ‘in sich fereible meting 
a5 might be required. 

Pu dite 20th October His Majesty's ship Lapwing” sailed for Abu Musa, towing 
Your buggalons containing a force of the Sheikh of Shangelts anned retainers, ‘The 
Sree mygommund of this force, was warned against tho use of umecesiary force, 
and Tis Majesty's ship “Lapwing” lay by to guard against such a contingeney, 

The miners consented at ouce to leave, which they did, together with thei effect, 
on the 22nd October. 

On the same day Mr. Brown, the agent of Mr, Wonekhaus, sailed for Abu Musa 

mibaied by twenty-six men but on the 25th October the party returned to Lingaly, 
faving ‘been refused permission to land by the Sheikh’s suard, who appear tof 
Nchaved with resolution. It may be observed incidentally that His Majesty sl 
“Lapwing led before the arrival of Mr. Brow 
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Tt appears to Sir E. Grey that the best course to take is for His Majesty's Govern, 
ment to treat the case as fir as possible as a commercial dispute between the parties- 
‘nd to keep the political aspects out of the discussion. From the legal point of view 
the case is undoubtedly strongest so long as it is regarded and dealt with as a com- 
mercial dispute. 

‘The present position would appear to be as follow: 


Hassan Samaiyeh has maden contractwith Mr. Wonckhaus,which he has either alrea 
broken or is no longer in a position to carry out; he is consequently liable to them in 
damages. Hassan is a British subject, and an action can therefore be brought against 
him in a British Court, If the facts were gone into in a Court of Law it might not 
improbably transpire that Me, Wonekhaus was aware that Hassan had partners, and lai 
no authority to make the contract without them, 


If the German authorities were to retort, when invited to bring am action, that it 
ould be absurd to sue Hassan as he is a man of no substance, and also, because thei 
real ground of complaint is that the Sultan's cancellation of the original lease has 
Tendoved it impossible for Hassan to fulfl his contract, thongh he himselt is ready xl 
willing to do 0, it appears to Sir B, Grey that the Sheikh of Shargah was fally entitle 
to cancel the lease wlienever he wished {0 do so, since the lease was no more than 
jermit to work these mines, determinable by notice on either side, the owner receiving 
57,0 dollars a-yeay go long as it was in force. ‘The phrase that “1... . let on lea 
all the mines...» « for such a period as they may wish to hold them . . . 
does not, Sir B, Grey is advised, indicate that the owner is bound for ever, and can 
under no circumstances escape from bis contract, however valuable the mines may 
Hecome, it merely reserves to the partners the right to give up the mines and escape 
from the liability to pay 260 dollars a-year when they please. ‘That the owner retained 
the risht to cancel contracts of this kind is shown by the penultimate paragraph of the 
‘Agreement, to wit: 1 have perhaps made out certain Agreements previous to this 
‘Mhey do not hold good, and this Agreement is to be acted o 

It the owner possessed the right to cancel the Agreement when, he pleased, the 
circumstances of the contract between Hassan and Mr. Wonckhaus justified the exercise 
‘of such w discretion, It was made without, the consent of one of the partners who 

iibsequently complained to the Sheikh, and it gave Mr. Wonekhaus a monopoly: of the 
Abu Musa oxide, (hus infringing: the policy which the ‘Trucial Chiefs have consistently 
followed under the advice of His Majesty's Government, whose desire is that all trade 
sliouli be open and free 

If the Germen Government argue that the legality of the Sheikh’s action wonld be 
f yeiy suitable nntter to refer to arbitration, it appears to Sir E. Grey that His 
Majesty's Government would be justified in declining, upon the ground that the primary 
cause of Mey Wonekhaus’ loss is not the setion of the Sheikh, but the failure of Hassan 
Sanuiyeh to carry ut his contract, and that until Mr, Wonekhaus has tried avd failed 
to recover damawes from him there can he no need for the German Goverment to 
Approach the Sheikh of Shargah through His Majesty's Government as to arbitration, 

Vuening now to.the decision whieh nay le laid: down ina Court of Law, it appears 
to Sir B, Grey that if Hassan’s contract with Mr, Wonekhaus is rendered void on the 
gronnd that his partner was not a party to il, the position will be comparatively simple, 
Mr. Wonekhaus will have a claim for damages against the defendant: if it appears that 
he obtained the contract by any collusion against the partner, this claim will be a weak 
One; it, on the other hand, it appears that the junior partner only objected because he 
was instigated to do so, the claim would be a strong one, aud it would be incumbent 
pon His Majesty's Government to consider whether some compensation should not be 
aid as. an act of grace from Government funds to setile the matter, 

If it should prove, however, that Hassan's contract is not rendered yoid on this or 
any other ground, the position’ will be that he has failed to fulfil it because his 
‘Concession was cancelled, 

Ie would then he necessary for [His Majesty's Government to uphold the Sheikh’s 
right to eancel the Concession on the grounds already indicated. But, in view of the 
looseness of Ue wording of the original Concession, Messrs. Wonckhaus and Hassan 
Samaiyeli may fairly urge that a peremptory termination without notice was « hardship ; 
and in this cise it would Le w consideration whether some compensation should be paid 
to Mr, Wonekhaus, or whether some condition should be attached to any new 
Concession which may: be granted to third parties, under which Mr. Wonckhaus should 
Le alloned to purchase tip to a given quantity of red oxide, at the price fixed with 


Hassan coh, for a limited period, 


i 


Iam to revert to the future 
aragraph, 
___ Sir E. Grey does not think that the ‘Treaty of 1892 should be relied on or brougl 
aus hs case at all. It might perhaps be argued that the lease to Hassan se 
and his partners amouuted to a ‘giving for occupation ” of part of the Sheikhis 
territory within Article IL of the Trealy ; be this asi may, iis clear thatthe eoniract 
tween Hassan and Mr. Wonckhaus was not, If, therefore, His Majesty's Government 
were to depend upon the terms of the Treaty, they would be driven’ to argue’ that. the 
‘owner's action in leasing these mines to three men all entitled to British protection was 
a violation of the ‘Treaty, though it had taken place nine years before, and they had had 
cognizance of the Concession for its whole duration, It would further be necensary to 
Sarat) the Treaty prevented the Sheikh from leasing territory even to ite nh 
ibje he British contention vo v e that any “ selling,” 
tpt remnant on would Lavo to be that any “sling,” , exeapt lo 
ie only other incident which the German Government are Ii 
fhe refusal of the Sheikh's men to allow Me, Wonekhany agent Halinel taipoeanre 
oxide on the island ready for shipment, To this it may be replied that the property in 
question is quite safe, and that there was no need for Mr. Wonekhaus to send guard to 
Took after it, and that they are at liberty to take jt avay when they please, 
roland Urning, How to the future disposal of any Concession for working the mines inthe 
Tlanl of Abu Musa, Sir E Grey is of opinion that, if the question of monopolies aud 
he open door is raised, His Majesty's Government might inform the German Govern: 
tent that there js no objection to Mr. Wonckhinus trading in. red oxide, ut only to hin 
having a monopoly; aud some arrangement for supplying this merchant. with w certain 
foie might bs come to on the bass already sugested, 
E, Grey considers that if a bond fide British firm, which ho assumes 
Messts Strick to be were to secure the new Concession, such an arrangement would 
wife as swell as equitable ; while, in view of the fact that His Majesty's Gov 
ent ae debarred from assisting British trade by means of subsidies and of 
aimilay devices 1 compote against German Stae-aided enterprise, it apjears einen ly 
desirable to. advantage of the special position acquire is Majesty's Govern: 
ment in tele elations withthe Trek Chiesa notte Ie eran raga 
securing British trade interests aga ble efforts whieh, in the ently futur 


may, not, improbably be made to reduce our existing. commen 
ersian Gulf, 


granting of Concessions on the island in a subsequent 


Wy to fait i 
ox 


cial supremacy in the 


z certai 

have been considered no new Conce: 
Sir E, 

set forth 


Tain, &e, 


neil) LOUIS MALLET, 





[42635] No, 484, 


Sir N. O'Conor to Sir Edward Grey, —(Received December 29.) 
(No. 177.) 


(Welegraphic.) P. Constontinopli 
x ae bmw Constantinople, December 29 
FOLLOWING from Mr. Wratisaw, Unmia, dated the 26th instants 


“In continuation of my telegram No. 38, ‘The Karapapak tril : 

Fazill Pasha, the Turkish officer in command at Pasveh, encouraged the Kurds to 
attack them, so as to render their situation unbearable. As soon as they submitted, 
the outrages on them were at once stopped. While the Petition of the inhabitants of 
Soujboulak for Ottoman nationality was only accepted ad referendum to i 
the za i ay the Karapapak tribe was granted at once. 
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‘Phe Persian Commissioner seems to take a gloomy view of the situation and to 
be lacking in energy. 2 ae E 
es coe to econ supply from the south being eut off, prices have risen 
considerably, aud distress ‘will result.” 





(4ga94) No. 485. 


‘Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.--( Received December 29.) 
(No. 424.) 
(Welegeaphie.) Po 
‘NEHRAN situation. re 
‘Yhe Shah is cowed and fears assassination. 
he town is quiet. . 
2 male pt to obtain. privileges, as 
Ttis absolutely untrue that we have made any attempt to obtai g 
alleged by tho ¢ rman Chargé d’Affaires (see Sir A. Nicolson’s telegram ae peice 
the 27th instant). Our action was taken solely in the interests of pacification, 
‘we have made no conditions whate 


Tehran, December 29, 1907. 





(42484) No. 186. 


Sir N, O'Conor Co Sir Edward Grey.—(Reeeived December 30.) 
a Constantinople, December %, 107. 
Wi) No, 160 of the 20th i ‘porting that orders 
WITH reference to my telegram No, 169 of the 20th instant report 
hil pon -sonk‘to Van to take preparations for the mobilization of troops a aor 
Hitico, E now have the honour to inform you that news has reached me according to 
Which’ the Ottoman authorities are making efforts to collect reserves and reoruits at 
Nowul, but without mich siccess, Tam further informed that transport, animal 
Hneluding the cattle necessary for aguieuluunal purposes, are Leing. seized in, that 
Aistretand. that material has been dispatched to Mosul in order, it is alleged, to 
oxtond the telegraph 
If these sev 
considerable app! 
overnment is preparing for 





(42485) No. 487. 
Sir N, O'Conor to Sir Bdiward Grey—(Received December 30.) 


Pera, December 24, 1907. 

No. 16 20th inst ating a telegram 
WITH roference to my telegram No. 169 of the 20th instant, Topeating: ate 
from Van in whieh Captain Dickson reported: that Tahir Pasha was expected there of 
the 10th instant, I have now received telegraphic information from His Majesty's 
Vice-Consul tl at Tahir Pasha has beon instructed to return to Bashkala, but that 
instead of taking the direct route he is making a long detour through Salmas and 
Somai, Captain Dickson seems inclined to think that the object of this journey is to 
intrigue with the local Kurds prior to occupying those ae e ; 
(Signed) N. R. O'CONOR. 
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142559) No. 488. 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey, —(Received December 30.) 


No. 630.) 


St, Petersburgh, December 26, 1907: 
I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith translation of an article trom the 
“Novoe Vremya” with regard to the Persian crisis.* 

‘The majority of the St, Petersburgh press express their satisfaction that in. the 
present crisis in Persia the Anglo-Russian Agreement has enabled both Powers to work 
cordially together, and that thereby grave complications have been avoided. 

Thaye, &, 
(Signed) A, NICOLSON. 





[42627] 189. 


India Office to Foreign Office. —(Received December 80), 


Sir, India Office, December 28, 1907. 
IN reply to your letter of the 24th instant, I am directed to say that 
Mr, Secretary Morley concurs in the proposal of the Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs fo approve the action of His Majesty's Chargé d’Aflaires at ‘Tohran—as 
reported in his telegram of the 19th instant, No, 30¢—i detaining the relieved 
Legation escort at Shiraz. 
Tam, &e, 
(Signed) COLIN G, CAMPBELD, 





(42626) No. 490. 


India Office to Foreign Office (Received December 30.) 
Sir, India Office, December 28, 1907. 
LN reply to your lotter of the 27th instant, Tam directed to say that, subj 

ie view that SirE, Grey may take of the matter, and provided that the. eonitions 
laid down by Mx, Marling are fulfilled, Mr. Secretary Morley is of opinion that it 
would be undesirable to disallow the proposal that the ‘Consular guards now nearing 
Shiraz on their way to Tspahan should act as escort to a consignment of silver 

the property of the Imperin! Bank of Persia, 

Tam, &e. 
(Signed) COLIN G, CAMPBELL, 





(42636) No. 491. 


Sir N, O'Conor to Sir Kdward Grey,— (Received December 30.) 
(No. 180.) 
(elegraphie.) _P. Constantinople, December 30, 1907. 

FOLLOWING from Mr. Wratislaw, No. 86, dated Urmia, the 28rd instant : 

As telegraphic communications have heen interrupted for the last six days, Tam 
sending this telegram to Tabriz for transmission, 

“The Turks are believed here to intend to occupy Urmi 
tilitary preparations with this object, The report, however, seems 
statements of irresponsible persons. 

“The Persian Commissioner arrived here yesterday. ‘The Russian Vi 
1 persuaded him to write to Tahir Paslia, 
procrastinate.” 


and to be making 
s to be based on the 


onsul and 
» though he seemed at first inclined to 





* Not printed. 








[42637] No, 492, 
Sir N, O'Conor to Sir Ediward Grey.—(Reeeived December 80.) 


(No. 181.) . 
(elegraphic) P. Constantinople, December 80, 1907. 

FOLLOWING confidential telegram received from Mr. Wratislaw, dated the 
28rd instant and received the 80th instant, No. 87 -— 


“Phe Turkish Colonel Commanding on the frontier is responsible for the state- 
ment oon as reinforeements from Van arrive the ‘Turkish troops intend to 
occupy Urmia, He has heon invited to do so both by the villagers and the towns- 

eople, The Russian ‘onsul sent him a message the day before yesterday asking 
Tim tint a-fow days! notieo might bs given before tho occupation was effected, 
order that there might he time to make provision for Russian subjects. I. recei 
this information from the Vice-Consul’s messenger; he had not said anything to me 
on the subject.” 





(42621) 
Mr, Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 30.) 


(No, 425.) 

(elographic.) P. 
‘URCO-PERSIAN frontic 
Tam informed hy the Russian Minister that the two Governments are cont 

plating coorcive measures to restrain the ‘Turks, I should be glad to know if th 

‘Phe Prince Governor of abreez appears to be collecting a considerable forve. 
Whe Minister reign Affairs informs me that they are to be solely employed: for 
keeping the tribes in Azerbaijan quiet, 

A report has been received by Captain Haworth, Tis Majesty's Consul at 
Kermiuishah, thet Purkish troops have heen attacked and defeated near Merivan by 
the Governor of Persian Kurdistan, and that one gun was captured from them. No 
Confirmation of this has, however, been recived by either the Russian Legation or the 

rovsiany Government, 


‘Tehran, December 80, 1907. 





(42148) No. AM, 


Sir Bdivard Grey to Sir A, Nicolson, 
(No. 361) 
Foreign Office, Decenber 30, 1907. 
elograin No. 69 of the 25th instant from Sir F, Bertio respect 


nitations at Paris have not, in my opinion, been followed by ans 
yy result 
As regards whatever furthor action may be advisible, you should consult 
M, Javolshy: 


[42492] 1 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Martin 

(No. 216.) 
(Pelegraphie) P. Foreign Office, December 30, 1907. 

SITUATION in ‘Tehran, 

Please see any teloga 

Itis desirable, i went, that the Legation at 
Whiclk the Shih might take bast ”'may receivean international character ; protection 
afforded by British and Russian guards would effect thi 
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T have assented to this proposal, on condition that “bast ” i iven wi 
political object, but aly to save the life of the Shah, tase sea 
A farther proposal made by M. Isvolsky is that a combined Russi iti 
escort should accompany Shah to frontier, if the necessity arose nn S24 British 
Please give mo Your opinion on this last suggestion. 
s the situation of the Legation, in your opinion, secure, or are there any ft 
steps wwe could take to insure its safety, in the event of further trouble arising’? ie? 





(42626) No. 496, 
(NOIR) Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling, 


(felegraphie:) P. Foreign Office, Decemh 
is) B ? , December 80, 1907. 
UHAVE received your telegram No, 420, and provided the seottnat eee 
are complied with, I concur in proposal respecting transport of silver. 





(42412) No. 497. 


oti) Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling. 


(Telegraphic) P, Foreign Off 
AORION of the German Chargé d'Aftaires at Telngn, oo December 80, 1907. 
It is time that wo made representations on this subject at Berlin, 
Has Dutch Minister any objection to ny quot 4s to mention the facts— 


uur telegram No. 421—and refuse to mention one's source of information wo 
9 mention one’ 20 
le uiree of information would 





{41770} No. 198, 
Sir Edieard Grey to Sir A, Nicolson, 


r reign Office, December 30, 1907. 
nee to your Exedlloncy's dolegram No, 806 of the Sond inet, 1 

uur Exeelleney that during the negotiations for the Anglo-Russtan 
sec Majesty's Government asked the Russian Government, in view of the 
{uclusion of Ispahan in their sphere, to give an assurance of protection to the Zileen, 

Sultan in the event of danger to his life or property, or to those of h family, 
At The Russian Government con lal to do this on ce conditions, but His 
Majesty's Government. ave nover withdrawn theie former assurances of ‘Beith 
prerectigg, om Ins Highness, who is now, Wherefore, uider both British and Ruslan 
_ Lam, &, 
(Signed) B, GREY, 





[42713] No. 499. 


India Office to Fureign Office —(Received Decenber 31,) 


Sir, 
ee Indin Office, December 28, 190 
IN reply to your letter dated the 2nd instant, incloat 4 Bah ns 
; ly to your letter dated tho 2nd instant, inclosing a copy of a i 
His Majesty's Cha WAffaires at Tehran, as to the reco 2 ya ae eee 
SAoeseRment of various expenses incurred hy the Indo-European Ivlegraph Departament 
he construc n enance Me i i a 
imyaimtion and maintenance of the Central Persia. telegraph Hn Tam 
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directed by Mr, Seeretary Morley to forward a copy of a Memorandum by the 
i niet of the Department, dated the 4th instant. 
Morley concurs in the views of Mr, Kirk, who points out that no action need 
‘in this matter pending the completion and examination of the charges 
for the line. 
Tam, &e. 
(Signed) COLIN G. CAMPBELL 


——— 


Tnelosure in No. 499. 
Memorandum by the Director-in-chief of the Indo-European Telegraph Department. 


IN the correspondence forwarded by the Foreign Office, it appears to be taken 
for granted tliat when the bill of cost of the Central Persia line is presented to the 
Porsian Government, thore will be exception taken by that Government to some of 
the charges in it, It is probable that this will happen, as the Convention under 
‘hich the line has been constructed is not altogether clear as to what charges are to 
yo against the eapital account of the line, or how charges for the provision of 
telograph buildings are to be adjusted, 

‘iio first step that appears to be necessary is that the bill should be prepared 
accorling to our interpretation of the Convention, ‘The complete account of the 
charges for the lino is now being compiled by the Examiner of Telegraph Accounts in 
Caleutta, and T Hope to reecive it on an early date, When the details of the account 
‘anv received, it vill be possible to allocate the charges, showing those that are 
debitable to capital account, and those which should be treated as advances to the 
Porsian Goverment. As soon gs the bill has been prepared, it could be forwanted to 
the Foreign Office for approval, and afterwards be transmitted to the British Minister 
At ehnan tor presentation to the Persian Government, Further action on our side 
vould. thon depend on the course adopted by the Persian Government: as to the 
ecoptance of the bill presented, If objections are raised, they will probably. be for 
the purpose of clfecting as much increase as possible in the enpital eost of the line, in 
order to reduce the bill for advances, he reason for this is that the greater the 

al cost of tho line can be made, the higher will be the rental the Indo-European 

legraph Department will have to pay for it, If objections are mised by the Persian 

vernment to the bill, it will be advisable to treat them as far as possible in a 
friondly spirit, more especially if doing so can be made to assist in bringing about the 
renewal of the telegraph Concessions, 

"At the same time it is possible the Persian Government may raise no objection: 
‘or none of an important charaeter, to the bill that is presented to them, as it will be 
prepared with, no. desire: to evade our obligations under the Convention, In the 
Potvention it is laid down that our account of expenses incurred on the Central Persi 
ine is to. be submitted as early as possible to the Persian Government. We are 
therefore bound to carry this arrangement out, As to any objections the Persian 
Government may raise to accepting this account, their settlement may probably be 
most satistetorily mranged in conjunction with the question of the renewal of the 
telegraph Concessions, in the manner proposed by His Majesty’s Chargé d’A\faires at 
Meher On this point, however, we should be in a better position to judge when we 
Tuck nat the ebjections are that may be made. ‘The application to the Persian 
Goverment for the renewal of our telegraph Concessions is to be made when it is 
considered that a favourable time has arrived for opening this question. There may 
he considerable delay before this favourable moment presents itself, and if in the 
tneantine we ean settle our account for the Central Persian line it would appear to 


(Signed) H. A. KIRK. 
December 14, 1907 


a 
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£4306) No. 500. 


Memorandum respecting Current ee in Persia for the Years 1900 and 
7. 


"The following subjects have been dealt with:— 


ss Consulate in Seistan 


4, Auack 
5, Meshed: 


tment’s Concessions a 
to Indian Frontier. Duplication of 


1, Proposed Anal 
12, Proposed Anglo-Russian La 
Grant of Six. Monthy’ Dela 
pension of Sinking 


1 Papers showi 
eapecting, Ue 


Karun Irrigation Scheme. 


MAJOR MORTON, the British Engineer deputed to i 
N > the 2 y nvestigate India Oto, 
A, van Roggen's scheme of irigation, pronounced a wholesle condemnation Stour 30 

it in his Report, and set about preparing a feasible project for the utiliza. § 


sot abo Septombe 20, 
tion of the river for the irrigation of a considerable a 198. 


seliem 

at th 

ment for this object, 

sn lias awe pinion that, in the position To India Oni. 
in hich got ic Persia’ then stood, it Octobor 4, i 
ond be vance to {he Persian Govomment 


Netherlands Government still remai 
scheme, and the 
Legation with nga 
ment on the subject. On the second of these occasions his Excellency was 45% Spr li 
informed that this question should We addressed to His Majesty's Goverment Noa" 
through the Netherlands Minister eC LS 


t d London, and Sir C. Spring: Rico was Ootobor 15, 106 
instructed to inform the Persian Government that His Maj He ea ae ee 


expected to be consulted before any definite step was taken in the direction Rico, No! 
FACHEMORIA CMON Ee airestion Tien, 
In November: the Moin-ct-Tujjar, who holds a C Seale 
; the Mo who holds a Concession for the ‘y sie 
mation of the Upper avin, intoeiied Git G. Anriig Riesron batnie ce mee 
h of Mohammerah, whose Agent at Tehran he is, that the Sheikh Telegraphic, 
wis opposed to any foreign Concession or foreign financial aid, but was Sot % WoT. 
[% 18 
458 


ed anxious to push M, van Me. Grant Dat 
Minister at Tehran twice approuchiel TL on 
as to the views of His Majesty’ 


Spring 
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anxious to form a purely Persian Company and engage a foreign expert as 
sitieer, “The Moin stated that the Arabs would never allow foreign inter- 
ference with their land, and that the Persian Government were aware of this. 
Memorasdom by ‘On the 2ist December the Netherlands Minister in London called at the 


Sirk riaelo™ orcign Offes anil mde a statement to Sir B. Barringion on the subject. 


1008, 
lis Excellency stated that the. Russian Government had intimated that 


thay hid no objection to the execution of M. van Roggen's scheme, provide 
thet the Company to which it was intrusted was a Dutch and not a British 
nv, as, in view of the negotiations in progress between England and Russia 
far 'an understanding with regard to Persia, it was undesirable that either 
country should appear to have a special. interest in the project: | Baron 
Gericke pointed out that the condition made by the Russian Government 
‘vould not prevent the employment of British eapital in the enterpr 
tose Howard, On the Oth January Sir BE. Grey informed the Minister that, in view of 
No. gon, the unsettled political situation in Persia, His Malesty Government could 
siuary, 91907. Ft Sntextain any question relating to a foreign Concession in that country 
moment, 
cap, 
anary 10,1907, 
‘To Sir 1, Howard, ny raised the question in Bebruary, and warned 
Rae i, ured by the Duteh, it would 
a fall to the Dresdn sembly would not obj 
and asked His, Maj ain neutral, A reply. 
returned similar to that given on the 9th Janu 
Rico, A report of the conversation having been telegraphed to Telran, 
Siv ©. Spring-Rice reported that there was reason to fear German act 
Ve and the Dutch Minister thought th est means of preventing: it 
hie, would be to form an internal onal Syndicate, uid suggested that he should 
1907, jnforin the Petsian Government that His Majesty's Government: would 
no objection to the formation of such a group. 
‘To Tndia Otieo, he Tudin Olfice were consulted, and concurred in the adoption of a 
Tetvumy 26.1007. youteal attitude and in the proposed instructions to Sir C. Spring-Hice to act 
sted hy inn, wh gly sent 
Sie 0.Siring Rico, The latter shortly aiterwards, reported that he was assured hy the ascnt 
Re of the Sheikh of Mokanimerb that the Sheikh would undertake the work 
Feleerap ies, himself, and would not admit foreign int 
India Oficn, ‘Nhe view taken by the India OMiee was that the Sheikh’s position and 
March 16,1907. opinion could not be ignored; that a suggestion to this effect should be 
oeeteto the Persian Government, who should beinformed that if « Concession 
‘were eventually granted to an intematioual Syndicate, Ilis Majesty's Govern: 
ve vould with to be informed of the details of the scheme; and that, if it 
proved satisnctory, and no valid objection were raised by the Sheik, they 
{vould alopt an attitude of neutrality: 
Wy Sir, Springs Sir 0, Spri jee was instructed to ascertain whether the 
Hew, Nord put Forward any demand for a Concession and, if so, to make a 


Yateeraphic {ion to the Persian Clovemment in the smnse st sted by the India OM 


SU Sint Le replied that the Sheikh bad made no dofinite proposal, but that: he 


atte aie, li not intend te foreign capital. 
Apt 19t. ‘ 
Iny f the latter statement, it was held that the Sheil 
was doomed to failure 
ive Sprng:tie, Subsequently, Sir ©, Spring-TRice reported that he proposed to remain 
Rates neutral, and to keep the Sheikh informed as to the course of events, 
Apt 190%. 
ir U.S ‘Pho Sheikh explained to Major Cox that he would profer things to 
if "a ‘vers, except for suich irrigation as could be effected 0 
Tver banks by means of wyachine pumps, with which he was experimenting’ 
Tut thateif ¢ large scheme were inevitable, he swished to manaze it himself 
under our suidance and with our co-operation. 
The NvsamesSultanch, a large proprietor near Alwaz, expressed the 
opinion that the present population was not large enough to cultivate the 


Ayuil 21, 1907, 
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existing area of arable land, and that it i 
sting and, would b i 
salient hands fo cultivate the new land eee 
is view was fully confirmed by lis Majesty’s Cc 
io se as fly confirmed Majesty's Consul at Mohammerah, Sir; Spring: Rico, 
who algo thovght thatthe introduetion of eultivator from outside might he i 
r octal 10, 

considered that, in view of the attitn ir 
see evi 7) iow of tl le of the Sir ©, Spring-Rice, 
enh and the determined opposition of the Sheikh of Mohan. Ne ete 
Gal eneaa Ares at lis wi la seemed improbable, and 197 
sviseed without thease siting of the Ea eee 

appears err Gutinan: el ‘Veliran i ic 
aan App a that Ih (ee ann, when at ‘Leliran in connection with the sir C Spring-ltice, 
sietiabment of a Gem n a as appriaehed by the Datel Minister on Se mo 
{e-suljec, ? lat his bank could not consider so extensive a September 10, 

‘The German M mel Sir C. a 

an 3 armed Sir ¢ 

sen lle Gea ; Rice that, although no 
Gertnan pnojeot ad wen foi sie had instr SHASTRI Geta 
Leation to niakea full report on the suliject, as it was his duty to put hi 
Government in possession ol sak peed 

rant i possesion of full inforanation as to theeommercal possibilities 

Sir 


moral, an. 


duor Bank, but that, in the present financial 


n of Germany, so large and doubtful an enterprise could hirdly he 


in hand s 
conversation with My, Mallet, Mr, Lyneh state 
ON af " , Mr, Lynch stated that Memoradin by 
Hates approached by M. van Roggen, who was anxious eau Nell 
site ay aaron Pama when the Company was floated, AUS! 1: HUT 
Lynch asked whether His Majesty's Government would support him, 
Te i ateterenal tine a fan Rogen was not Bata Company 
Brida Company camo emo los wth a Concoion ie eould olay wa 
\ ith a Concession, he could 
ouruttitude would be, He added that it se Healy that Man Hogue 
ourattile wodld be, Headed that i¢ semi unlikely Unt n Rogen 
Alletter was received shortly afterward a 
sts tg as toctval shortly afterwards from tho upbates ad Mise Btn 
‘ onipany, exprossing the hope that ITis Alajenty's Governs lin Sean 
ment would not acquiesce peat gunn eyon Nini 


supply of water fully adequat An 7, 
f i 


ion with the Indi the Com 


that their observations would receiye due consideration. 


¥y were fnfirmed To kuplimtes ond 
‘sia sean 


ial 


Altack on His Majesty's Consulate in Seistan 


On the 28th Mareli, 1906, His Majesty's Changs Athi 
roporte that serious disturbances had en TE ile Nos} aut 
seuveoce, Of cri, measures ‘which hind’ béon taken for the snpprestun of Teer 
He plage in Sestan, anid hat, at is request the Persian Mniste fore 
Bons Mfrs had insteueted the GoveruorGonbral of Nhoragsan and the 
afford the necessary protection to His Maje 
the course of these disturbances. the anya 
I, and th 
Sore pele wit clots of earth 
srogltet the cisopters had subsided the situation in the province 
pr Salts Aud als Grent Duff was instructed to ae sini Persian Put. Ni 
« they would be held responsible for it, and to press for Teegmmnlie 
isin for tho extension of the telegraph Tin to Kul SAME 
ih Ha alreacy been tho subjest of urgnnt representations,» Confdin 
ment of the rioters or any claim. for compensation or the 
Bao cota uni all agora ari titanee ae atansead 


106, 





‘To Me, Grant 
Dutt, No, 62, 
‘elojraphic, 
April 19, 1900, 


Mr. Grant Dutt, 
No. 124, April 36, 
Tir, 


Ditto, No. 129, 
‘Tolosraphic, 
May’ 0, 1908, 
Ditto, No. 138, 
‘oloyraphicy 
May’ 14, 1906, 
‘To Mr, Grant 
Plt, No 

Telolsrp 

May: 19, 190 


Lauda OMe, 
Aust 17. 1906. 


Sie) Spring 
Mics, 

‘0 

Dooenibier Hh, 
100, 


fo ie Springs 
Mh Nit 
alesrap hi 
any 1907, 


April 190. 


Mr, Geant Duff, 
No. 60, 
eloseap 
‘March 3 
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> urge on the Persi 

Mr. Grant Dut was. subsequently instructed to urge on, the Po 
Govertinsnt the alopton of tho necessary Punitive Tease, and opt 
that if they filed to cary then ont they ould afford proof of their inability 
eet to protect. His Majesty's Consulate, and would compel Mis 
nats G ko steps accordingly 

ety's Government to take steps aesordingly= 
ue te Grant Daft reer ae of a Ge a i i heater a 
fo (who, in their teplies, deprecated the innmediate punisisyent 
fhe cinpton ters in tho disordegs in’ views of the distur condition f Seitan 
an > sad situation of its population, a 
Here Ne pil lay. ste Grant Da repented that thre wore sans of 
any stops being taken to arrest the ringleader dle of the 
tae ont the Monitalon-esSullanch, 09 a elt. Pern for 
Nastatabia with instructions to. le with the His } 
Jovernment considered that it would he advisable i alase 
iaLut farther retufoeoments to the troops in Sestan, ine an stem on 
tho tof the Persinn Government prexious to this night Had to fueher 
ass whi thes might not be ale $0 suppres a th 
Jritish troops, except for purposes of protection, was rable. wt 
ae Masel ult Sngtet that the Momtahon-c-Sultanch verbally agree 
with Tis Mijesty’s Consul to. recommend to the Persian Government ti 
followin stops in satisfaction for the outrage :— 


1, Au apology to be offered by the Deputy Governor, the Mustauli 
ie ringleaders in the riots. : di 
ang of the prea agitators op deporte fom Sian, 
1002 to he paid in compensation for the damage done to 
dispensury 
1. A free a i 
the British Consular hospi 


tof lind of 10,000 zars to be made for the exte 
at Nasratabad 


jover ent were offici 
On the 18th August the Persian Goverment wen 
tla His Majesty's Goverment were prepared to accept thes 


plied expressi 


After « long de ie : 


wo accede to the demands, but profes nspauless 
Hee riaraueecona a tiwaeantor Winliiirie sym rot + row 
Pe ean ientes <ury hand to His Majesty's 
ny [ 

os Atajeaty' lovennnient, after consideration, 
tivo demands (2 and 1) whieh an 

condition thatthe rennin, to (L ancl) vere unui 
find that the land required was sold to, His Majesty's Consilat 


sil to abandon the 


was accordingly instructed to com 


papas {, who subsequently settled the matter on 


decision to the Persian Govern 


Seistan Water Award. 


« His Majesty's Chargé d Affaire 
roply to the note addressed to them by Tis Majesty's Ch : 
av ola ca the Sat Deceitr, 1905, te: Porat oxernment stat 
‘Nery involved and obscure ilote, on the: 22nd hua, 19065 thsi oj 
tu Colonel MeMahon’s Award, which appeared to be as follows 


, but only the interpr 
he Tight of opening up old 


cay Wate the Persians and allowed to the 


eauals and digging new ones is de 
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Afghans, since the canals lie in Afghan territory. A largo tract of land in 
Persia will thus be left uncultivated, 

2. The share of water given to the Persians is less than half as much as 
they require for the irrigation of their land, which is double that of the 
Afghans, so that they ought to have two-thirds of the water instead of 
one-third, 

3. As the area of cultivation in Afghan territory 
Persian peasants will emigrate thither. 

4. ‘The restriction applied to Persia alone regarding the alienation of 

ter to a third party should be extended to Afghanistan, also, and stich a 
restriction is not mentioned at all in the Goldsmid Award, 
If the new Award had followed the old one it would have 
necessary to appoint a permanent irrigation officer, 


‘The Persian Government were informed on the 8th March that if they 
really desired to maintain their refusal to accept the Award they should 
submit a reasoned appeal in due form for the decision of His) Majesty's 
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, in accordance with, the 
Agreement of November 1902. 
On the 7th Apri ni Minister for Foreign Affairs informed Mr 

r. Grunt Duff that the Persian Government liad only made the Agreement N9.10 
He esign on condition that the Award of the Conimission or the decision ROMP, 
of the Secretary of State was in Agreement with the Goldsmid Awards Ditto, No. 104, 


May 19, 1901 
sian Government to his Award having meanwhile: India Ofeo, 
to Colonel McMahon, the latter furnished. an. exhaustive June 14, 1900, 


Memorandum explaining the principles on which his Award bad been based, 
Me held that the only objecti 


absence of any prov 


tract, the Award only tigation of the present inhabited 
ion of Persian The point had already been cousidored by. the 
‘overnment of India and decided before. the Award was given, their decision 
Doing based on the argument that the Goldsmid Award refers duly to existing 
cultivation, and that the present Award should bo similarly restrited, He 
regretted this decision, considering that the Asward should contain provision 
for future contingencies. He did not advise any alteration of the Award, but 
er (1) that it might be inthnated to the Persian and Afghan 
nuients that the irrigation of the Persian Ramrod-Hauzdar tract was 
tion which could not by delt with in, the present ion. and 
anained therefore a matter for future. settlement, or (2) that the Secretary of 
te might ald a corollary to the Award to the ¢ iat, Soul the i 
tion of that tract become possible \lerstaniling: between 
the Persian and Afghan Goveraments, the future consideration of the grant 
to Persia of a further share of th Helmand for the. purpose, amounting to 
one-sixth of its water, would not be deburred hy anything in the Avward=tlie 
Whole Porsian share of the river 
Tt was decided that as the 


ill be increased, 


heen nn- 


rant Dut, 


nt pressing it would be best 
for Sir C.Spring-Riceto discuss it with Colonel McMahon, who was in London, 
and that it should not be raised until the former reached Volira 

Sir C. Spring Rice lias, however, so far not thought it politic to mention 
the subject to the Persian Government, 


Attack on Cotonel Douglas and Captain Lorimer in Lurixtan, 


fn January 1006 Mx. Grant Du reported tho refusal of the Persian’ ate Grant Dats 
40 Pay voipensation for this outrage, ou the grout that the No.2/Contidetiat 

for the attack on thes > esta with theanselves, in Sane 1906, 

t that, pre to th ey had beon warned by Mr Grant Dati, 
the Hocal authorities of the inseenrity of the rads and the disturbed. state of SE aaa 

ie tribes, 

Mis Majesty's Goveriment, in March, informed the Persian Government 
that, in view of the unsatisfuctory nature oF the measures taken to punish the 
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o Me, Grant Dutt, 
38, 





culprits, they were unable to modify their deinands, and urged them to take 
advantage of the season to chastise the Lurs. ; aera 
GrmeDaf, ‘In reply, the Persian Government denied that the masses whl hey 
Niro’ had taken were inefficient; repeated the arguments whieh they bid p 
: advanced ; aud again refused the cnpensaton demanded aed 
orang the eorespondonce on this subject, Mr. Grant Du st 
that Re DAL THe feason to hope that any further representations would be 
siocoks i ae = aie 
» Springs Tn dime 1907 a telegram iets Miniter inguin 
ici, eR Hr a er eeeenmont had no money; that chy maintaied 
fone abr, repel A ere eer ik rams ant qt the recent rebellion 
eee ong ice, that due warning was given as to the risk rm an 


in Laristan proved the impossibility of guaranteeing the safety of travellers. 


6, 1906, 


G.Springa 
No. iit, 
Maca, 
Aiawine w of this telegram, the India Office were consulted as to the 
esiability of recovering tho amount out of the Jask royalty. 
(i vv they strongly objected to this course, and referred to a state 
Bulye Tot by them in 1906 that the claim was not a M004 ON agar, who wre 
‘to Treasury, he regent comrespononce was communicated tothe Meese, wlio were 
July 24 190% fuformed that in the ciremmstances it was not prop i 
action in the matte 
‘reanucy, Who Preasiny having 
ily 30/1907 deision t0 Tet tho mat 
‘ny Indin Oe, 
‘Augut0, 190%, 


informed of the 


Meshed-Seistan and Tehran-Meshed Telegraph Line, 


Proposed Bechunge of British and Russian Control. 


i i ch took place in 
Duving the negotiations which took y 
aul Porsan Governments on the subject of toa 
proposed by the former the construction of A eat 
Prep tealo slows. tie Afghan, (ronan 0 Seistan but Me Witte ah 
sequently modified this by agrecing that the tine stiould ie construste 
an worked by the Persian Government out of Hho oes of the len 
verbal promise vas atthe sme tn given by the Shab at the services 
Teast cena should bo used cu tk lie, that ity Seistan en show 
he connected with the Central Persian or Tndian telegraphic system, 
noe he. Persian, Government. at first allowed the eu ag tie 
Ey i cir reea n 3 5 the 
signallers, but afterwards insisted cn their recall. | 1 5 te 
Tatae Government renewed their pressure on this subject, ani the Sth 
tlien about to loave for Europe, consented to the tempor ream 
f the sigialers pending a discssion ofthe question, with, the. Fmpenve 
Gf Russie By se of that year the working and contra of the fine were 
firoady. in the hands of the Russians, and fifteen Russian engi 
tel i ‘ing on it. é 
telearaphists were serving on i rea Wears 
Ea ech lor eucrar a tiation for. the wild of 
an Peale were in progress, but, nevertheless, ‘ Hains Cone 
eae General at Meshed reported in June ia heya moved tho Yate of he 
wit Dill Tinevand the end of the wire at that place into the Russian office so that 
Ma ne et ot Doth the British and Persian fies, and monopolize 
Y e Pk nn Minister for 
Dit TOF the 19th July Me, Grant Dull reported that the P rian Miniter fe 
Korth ign Alfars hal informed hin confidentially that the yew Russian 
Shai wssing. the Persian Goverament_ very and formally ty 
July 82006, Therender the control of the line to tle Russians, and da the: 2h As 
Me-Gent Daf, Me, Grant Dull’ informed Hlis Majesty’s Government 


Neate warned that this eession was about to take p 
Aust 28, 1908. 
AUSTIN aa ayeen given for the transfer of the iustruments at Meshed to th 
Seyler 1808, 


SiG, Spring-Rice, 


No. 
Docombor 6, 1908, 


Vizier admitted to dant Dull that orders 
‘Nhe noxt day the Grand Vizier admitted to Mr. Gran ores 
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office. These orders tad been given by the Shab, in compliance with a 
written demand from the Russian Minister, but no further eoncessions would 
be made. 

Noverthcless, carly in September His \ 
reported that there also the Russians were arranging for 
the telegraph office to which instruments would” short 
through which the line could he led. 


Consul in Seistan Mr. Grant Dor, 
4 separate room in No. 210, 
tly be moved, and gegen 1 
No. 239, 
ptember 13, 
1906, 


Meanwhile, His Majesty's Ambassador at St, Pe 
to point out to the Russian Minister for Foreig No ata, 
the transfer of the line to Russian control were confirmed, it would constitute PE a 
@ Important modification of the status.quo in. Persin, which His Majesty's 0"? 208- 
Government liad heen so careful to maintain, His Txeelleney was to nd 

Russian Government hind really authorized. this. step, is 


f ment would have to consid counter-concession they 
ight be compelled fo demand. 


Beforo Sir A. Nicolson lad timo to 
|. Isvolsky spoke to him spontaneously stating that he 
had only just heard of the matter from the Russian Ambassador: ie London, Lelegrapliie, 
and had learnt, on inquiry at his Ministry, that M. Marbwig had made, Svante 8 
on his own initiative, somo arrangement’ with the Persian’ nuthoriticg 
ng ‘an interchange of telegraphic apparatus,” which, as it wos onl 
# minor technical question, had not been submitted to his Exesllenoy, Sip 
A. Nicolson then stated to his B: v the caso as it had been reported 

Majesty's Government. -M, Isvolsky replied that he had never-heart 

uch project, and. that he would never authorize auy disturbance of 
the statue quo. He promised to investigate the matter, 

On the 11th September M. Isvolsky read to Sir A, Nicolson a Momo- 
ranilum prepared in his Department on. the subject, stating that all that 
had taken place was the connection of the wire with the Russian instruments 
in onler to insure ray ty and correctness in the trausmission of messages, 

A. Nicolson. replied that this was not all that hid been dong and. sir 
once more explained the situation in the light of the information, in tho Nt.2}% 
possession of His Majesty's Government, and asked that matters might | EmaRON 
restored to the position they had occupied in Juno, Nice 


tersburgh was instructed To Sir A. Nicolson, 
n Affairs that, if the news of 


M. Isvolsky expressed himself as puzzled, 
question further, 

The next day Sir A. Ni 
showing what had taken plac: 
handed to him a reply. traver 
Memorandum and justifying the 


nil promised to study the 


kon sent to M. Isvolsky a 

and on the 19th Sepiembe atte 
ing most of the statements in the first 
action of the Russians, 


sen 
Nicolson then informed him that he was prepared to. propose 
compromise in the shape of an exchange of the cession to Russie of the 
outrol of the Tehran-Meshed line for that of the Seistan-Meshed line, Ilis 
Heney had been authorized to make this proposal earlier in September 
Dut lad Suggested that it would be better to defer doing so, a siegestion Sf S8 
which was approved by His Majesty's Government, ‘Pulugeuphie, 


loher 1806, 
Nivoliou, 


ile, 
Wer 1, 

AM. Isvolsky promised to study this proposal, 

Its Majesty's Gosemment. Wein detetn 


ned to make the satisfuctory A. Nicolson, 
settlement of t 


mn a condition of co-operation with the Russian No. 109, 


Sipe 
1906, 
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Government in the proposed joint advance to Persia, but M. Isvalsky 
De was most unwilling to treat the matter in this way, fearing that the 
Siptemter 38; excliange of the two Tines would cause ‘excitement in Persia, attract the 
No. 647, ‘curiosity of third parties, and prematurely disclose the aims of the discussion 
Goudeatal in progress, and thus jeopardize the success of the whole neg 
eptember 4s the to Powers, Te therefore desired to treat, the question, along with 
ingaphie, other telegraph questions, as part of the General Agreement which i 
Seater hoped to conclude, amd keep it apart from that of the advance. 


Telosraphicy 
otobor 1, 1000. 


‘ToSieA.Nicobon, His Maje 

Aa M., Isvolsky again com! 
study the question. 

ALNicolson, 

No. 670, 

Geto 4, 1906, 

Sir, Nieolon. At length, on the 10th October, he addressed to Sir A. Nicolson a 

Aa ie further Memorandum, repeating the arguments used before against 

Ootcant0e immediate oxchange of lines, and suggesting, as a compromise, the addi 

Nou it af a special wire to the Meshed-Seistan line, to be worked with English 

ular 10,1808 jnstruments, and of a similar wire on the ‘Tchran—Meshed line, to be worked 

i Russian instruments, ‘The Memoramdum maintained the conten 

That the recont proceedings on the former line did not constitute a disturbance 

of the statis quo. 

A THis Majesty's Govornment, atter mature consideration, found themselves 

Nets tye, Unable to accept the proposed compromise, | hey nsidered that the 

J proceedings of the Russians with respect to the Meshed-Seistan Tine had 

had the effect of transferring the line from Persian into Russian hands, 
Which constituted 1 radical modification of the status quo at a moment when 
negotiations between England and Russia were in progress at St, Petersburcth, 
ich (was inconsistent with the proposal for the reegnition by Russia 

‘Abbas, to tho east of which British influenc 

Majesty's Government accordingly proposed 
is, an exchange of 


Sic A, Nicolson, 


was to be paramount, 
‘ta reversion to the status quo, or failing 1 
previously suggested, 

‘After some delay. the Russian Government, while still maintaining 
that no violation of the stutus quo had taken place, propose’ the follow 
comprom 


1. The addition of a second wire to the Meshed-Seistan line, to be 
ts, 
‘Tho add ilar wire to the MeshedTebran line, to be 
with Russian instruments, 
‘ho continuance on Russian and English instruments as at present 
of the existing wires on both lines 
‘4, The gradual substitution by Russia on the Meshed-Seistan line of 
stronger eypress poles, expable of bearing two wires for those at pre 
in use, 
}, The recall of the Russian inspectors on the Meshed-Seistan Tine and 
the ayipointment instead of Persian gholams, to be paid by Russia, 
Ge Abstention on the part of Russia from placing any obstacles in 
the way of the construction b; nd of wline between Nasratabad and 
KoliieMalik § 
ToSirA.Nicolion, After consultation with the India Office, Sir A. Nicolson was instructed 
to propose to the Russian Government that, to avoid the expense of 
placing alditional wires on tho lines, combined offices should! be established 
At all'stations where British and Russian sigoallers were employed or 
separate offices liclonging to each Power with a com 


rap, 
Feliuary 8, 1007. 
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each, and that the signallers of each Power sh i 
a i jould have for certa 
Sours jn cach day uninterrupted posession ofthe offoes and ieee 
Nothing more was heard of this proposal, and the original id SAN 
exchange of the Meshed-Scisian and Tehran-Meshie lines ERR ee 
le Russian Government wero in favour of arranging the matter February 20,1907 
separately from the Anglo-Russian Agreement. ‘They wero informed that 
there wa no abjeston to the transfer Being efeied ouside the Agreoment WS ion 
ty atclae ce notes to be signed simultaneously with the signature of A . 
March 8, 10 
Sir A, Nicolson, 
No. 125, 
shies i are 0,10 
fr A. Nicolson prepared a draft annex to the Agreomont providi ‘ 
the exchange, which he was authorized to eubmil to the Russian ¢ en AECe 
* March 13, 1907. 
‘oSie A, News 
Nast 
lori, 
Sa weet Ap 1, 1007, 
‘he Russian Government replied with a counter-draft proposing 
rds contol of the Meshel-Sestan line shoul only PAO Se aang 
sutral zone south of te Russian sphiore of interest, on the gi ‘loge, 
British control should be exercised in the Russian Aare: jum ds Ni at7 
proposed that before tho arrangement could come into foros the adliesion amet 
of the Persian Government should bo obtained, ‘ ee 
A, Nicolson was instructed to reply that we considora F ‘ 
transfer should bo complete, and that we should have canal Gaara ae 
ine; but subsequently this attitude was modified, and the Russian, Govern. ‘vig 
ment were informed that, we would not insist on control within the 100! 1 
Rugs sphere if they adopted a friendly attitude with regard to the Sit; Nieohon, 
prolongation of our ‘Telegraph Concessions, and on this condition wo agrecd 


Ly 
to the Russian draft, Tolagraphic 


Tt was decided that the Khaf should be the poi i 
It a othe point at which Britis 
control sould Deg, and that a clause should be added to the ‘eat nt 
the two Governments would instruct their Reprerentatives at Teliun to tako 
joint setion wal ‘a view to obtaining the consent of the Persian Govern: 
ent, With these excep! 6 te o Russ 
ment Wil thse exenptions, the text of tho Rusian eounteraia was 
so dls Atimngement vas signed on the Bist August, simultancousy with ea 
signaturo of the Anglo-Russian Agreement, (Bor text see Apponilix,) Nuit 
aes Aligos 1, 1007. 
articulars as {o our control over the Tehran-Meshied line were supplied : 
dais Hosian Govseninent wlio Ioltara {immune WIA ee 
to tlieir control over the Meshed-Seistan line Tolographi, 


SicA, Nolo 
No, 
Feae iber 21, 
After an excliange of views between th : a 
/ te xcliang “Ws en the two Governments, identie 
instructions were sent to the British and Russian Representatives, at ieee Rouen 
to confer together with a view to deciding the best means of obtaining, the Ota 
consent of the Persian Government to the Arrangement, © To Sie Springs 


alti ae October 8, 1007, 
spond Afasting plied tat the Russian Minister had informe his Gover 9, ar 
ent that the moment vas inopportune for approaching the Persian Roan” 
Gorernment on the subject and) that le coueurred in this view, as the Belg) 
Assembly was still very sensitive about the Agreement, ‘Dotabie! 24) 1007: 
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to tho status quo, we did not propose at present to consent, though we assu ted 
tea tainn Giavernment would raise no objection to our doing so eventuly. 
Having: alveady admitted the prineiple (Gor clause © of Russian propose! on 


). 8). 

Pee Russian Minister for Boreign Affairs informed him, in reply, that 

tie report as 10, the loan for the purpose of the extension was unfounsted 

de eer though it shoul not be done pending, the conclusion of the 

a oe (thee Teussian Government had no objection to its eventual 

struction with British funds. ‘ =e 

Me. O'Beirne,, In the meantime, the Russian Minister had informed Sir C. §| 

NE Rico that ho had taken no: steps whatever in the matter of the 

logis oy gxtension, ‘The latter accordingly informed tho Grand Vizier that it any 

ant 12 1 gtops. were taken for its construction without our know edge and consent he 
tol eePrd hold the Persian Government responsible, 

Tolographic 

duly ats ad 

ieajatell No, 173, 

‘Auge Us 

ving-Roy On the Oth August Sir O. Spring-Itico reported that the Fersiar 

Government Inul_given an assuraneo that they would not allow the line, if 

overrated to full into the hans of the Kussians, anil that the Russian 

Gry had asked for the construction of a sceond wiro to Shabrull on 

He Rolt-founded ground of delay in transmission of messages. 

Hon eke Mie Tasian Ambassador also denied tat the Russian, Lex 

‘oni Mom0= attempted to obtain a second wire to ‘Shahrud “for their special use,” or 

Fe oun, that a Tonn had een made for this purpose or for the construction of the 
‘ Seistan extension. 

rvas conseque ¢ 

Fraupplementary wire, which would be under the sax 

At ohe. ihe incident was therefore deprived of a 




























nitly concluded that the second wire to Shahrud was 
Y ¢ control as 


importance 


Minute to ti 
Ci, 
Avg Loy HOT 












Government. 





Proposed Appointment of French Binancial Adviser to Persi 


the Persian Government to 
‘ench financier to repost and 





‘ August 1907 a request was made 
Ne the French Minister for the appointment of a 
Advise on the financial situation. 


le, Spring-Rico, 









No. 1, 
‘Migust 80, 1907. 









following condit 

: 1, hat he should 
2, ‘hat he should not 
3B. hat he should not te 

informing the British and 2 





~e in political matters 
ing the National Ban 





and 
tin regard to a foreign loan without 








n Representatives. 














‘toSieAs Nieolwon, ‘Tho vieye taken by Tis Majesty's Government was that they would 
Mais quoter a Bronch Adviser to/oue ‘of any other nationality, 
‘Aujlst 28 1007 

vgyrinecice, On thie 284d September Sir C. Spring-Rice telegraphed that the French 





Government had not yet appointed an expert and that the delay was 


wuifortunate. 





















‘to nie F Betles sip F Bortio was therenpon instructed to. speak to the French, Minister 

RE gs for For ‘on the subject suggesting the desirability of losing no 

Soyer 2h, fo eT a fo an ngreement as to the appointment with Great Betain 
and Russia. 

Me Lister, Ae Liter was informed by the Rrench Government that M, Bizot, an 

Hote Tyspector of Finance, had been selected. 


‘Oawalwe', 1007. 
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His Majesty’s Government were satisfied with this suggestion, but the To Sir, Nicol, 


Russian Gov it want 10 etails a ‘i if 
puesta Goverae ne ted more details as to the proposed instructions to ¥ ae 








ile, 
Octal 24107 
Sir A. Neos 
No. 225)" 
Moree 
‘The Assembly, however, proved suspiet i Cae 
; ly, spicious of the omission from the Mr, Marling, 

bse contact ofall referee to the National ‘Bask. ho ssban 
Ars et palin Sta to mane HE 
A ng rae ya vata sia inotsatic toy st at 

Oetotee 31 

Nort), 
Tlxcii 
non 2 Mower did no meet with the approval of Hs Majesty's Gover meet, 
n seem straightforward or fair to prose the D o 
Government for tho conclusion of Heer: 
oven clusion of the contract anloss the establishme 
the Nati a Bank ner proper conditions wero conte fisted tenes 
however, pointed out to the Russian Government that it was of the greatest 
Importance to enna te contrat witout delay in ode to Raa 
serious -of Persia having recourse to Germany, and that oven if the 
National Bink were founded would be Tess hn nanan ean 

heranspices. They vers therefore ung o ago to ts conclusion without 

4 y even ic (Mt 

further delay even if mention had to be made of the establishment of the 
‘The Russian Government age 

7 an Government agreed and the French Government. promise 
io taien eonsideration of tho contract whieh ‘hnd hon eae Wate 
Assembly as soon as they should receive it, ! ye 
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‘ovembor 1) 1007, 
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Mr, Marling on the 
PAdtuires wan fatiguing 
Belgian Cust 








i niber reported that the German Chargs 
ne 22nd x rman Chargé 
wing to secure the appointinent of ML, Prim, one of the \ 























employés who lid been dismissed 
Bele a Cate oes tl een dismissed y the, Assembly, that 
ere ‘ere making difficulties as to M, Hizot’s contract, 





afresh draft was bein, Vohrs 
a a ate g sent to ehran by post. He poi 


Sir DB was thereuy ii 
or! pon instructed to represent to the Bro 
Government the importance of accepting the eontiact without further an Mitt 


ted out, 










F, Bertie, 














‘The French Government repli au 

re G went replied that they were quite alive 

ties ity for yetting the matter settled, but that thie TRAN SuE oor 

Which they considered unsatisfactory. Hor instanc 

what, his exact ttle should be—that of nancial Al 
As this did not appear very satisfact 

consult the Russian Gov Hye 
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ber Bb, 







Concession for German Bank, 





in Ausust 1906 perm 
establishment of a German Ban! 





n was given by the Grand Vizier for the 


in Yehran, Ginnt Dat, 









tela 1 
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rtateses, ‘Phe German Chargé d’Affaires informed Sir ©. Hardinge of the fact, 
dyut stated that it indieated no change in German policy as regards Persia, 
pits Germany had no political interests, and only wished to develop ler 
trade. 
A fow days Tater he informed Sir C. Hardinge that, owing to the lack 
of interost shown in the proposal by German financiers, it was not unlikely 
hat the project would never be realized, but that in any ease it would bs 9 
purely private ‘md in no sense a’State Bank, and that the German 
Vrovemnenent would retrain from entering into any question of a Toan to Pers 
SirUeSymngeRice, Nothing move was heard of the matter until April 1097, hen Herr 
Rois |. Gutmann, of the Dresdner Banks and! recently Director of the Orient Bs 
PoE yin, at Cairo, proceeded to ‘Telan with the object of giving effect to the project. 
He informed Sir C, Spring-Rice that he intended to begin operations on 
a modeat seate by advancing money on bills of lading in connection with 
re tanto between Persia and Constantinople, He further proposed to look: 
tie te far for profitable entexprises, and hoped to find such, especially in 
connection with mi and irrigation. 
nial permission lish the bank appears to have heen given 
fon the understandin ‘aloan to the Persian 
wid it is bel Herr 


the pledge given 
ion of 


Joan. 
mport 100,007, worth o! 
preferential treatment. of debts due to the German Ban 
Collected by the Persian autho Mining and evi 
int of freo sites at ‘Tehran, nd Bush 
+ C, Spring-Rice informed the Minister, fe 
on to any grant of a Concession on the shore of the Gulf, 
ral treatment of debts due to the German Bank, but he distinetly 
yreet that he could have no, objection to tho establishment of a commercial 
uKhuguouse which the Germans by ‘Treaty had a perfect right to demand, 
Tie, however, insisted that as the afains of British and Rus prises 
pe iow submitted to the Assembly, Tull publicity should bo given to th 
German Concession, and that tho Ass nt should be public! 
keod for 
It is therefore clea . ‘A at Sir C. 
Spring-Riew opposed the scheme ate 
confined his action to seeing that existing 
ive German Minister adopted w somewhat peremptory tone with the 
Persian Government, threatening them with the Emperor's displeasure: if his 
proposals wore not accepted. 
sire: Syeingtice, Pte Concession wns subjected to a prolonged discussion in the Assent) 
No 12D. gg, An was eventually passed, hut ina much modified form. It eontaine 
August 12,1907. YS vtion of mining and irrigation rights. ‘he claim respecting free import 
vietWver, the right to lend money on mortgage, and preferential treatment it 
the collection of debts were eliminated, and the bank books were to be open 
to the inspection of the Porsian authorities 
Ihe Concession binds the Deutsche Orient Bank fo open a branch 
Porsia within ieee sears with a capital of 200,001 Tt holds good fo 
ve years, and will thus continue till three years after the expiration 
DE that ob the Imperial Nank, giving the Germans the opportuni 
acquiring the right to issue hank-notes. The rees to undertal 
Tunelat ant conmereial operations on its own aceomt and on ace 
seis. Tt is not to charge more than 12 per cent., anil will make Gov 
ment payments abroul without charsing commission, Tt receives equality 
aeitetawat with the othor banks with regarl to the import and minting 
of silver. 
‘The German Minister ‘consoled himself for the small results obtained 


coinage free of 
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with the reflection that Germany hi i i 
' y had now a legitimat efend i 
eee cau ee Gina A ee intone aS 
med Sir C. Spring-Rice that he had been grossly deceived } 
ere A oe a lexparienss of their methods of cera Re 
neo in the success of ise i ti 
Ee ome nencruuign aus | 


Tnecease of Consular Bscore at Ispahan,, Shirar, and Akivas. 


On the Sth September, 1907, Sir C. Spring-Ri 
ptember, 1907, Sir C. Spring-Rice tel ir C.Spring-Ren, 
Desrel fio inet al stciaie (Ge arene ein ee ICR Read 


Jeneral at Ispahan asked that his guard might be increased to twenty mon, gopesutbe 8 907 


‘The India Office were requested to give the necessary instructions to ‘fo Indie On 
the Government of India, which they di i ne 
ia, hey did on the understanding p 
cost would be equally divided between the British and Indian Gorartaonty acon 

* 1907. . 


‘he Government of India proposed to send 
Y r up twelve extra men, nominall 
for the role of the existing escort of ght, whose relief vas paar GaAs 
put thatthe escort shoul not aatually bo reoved until the spring, x 
m the 10th September Sir C. SpringeRRico telegraphed that lio had Sir 
N 


received most disquieting reports from His Maj % 
N repo y 's Consul at Ahwaz 
the situation of the Oil Syndieate'semployés, ‘The tribusinen wer Pains 
ing beyond control, and the work might have to be abandoned. His pelearap 
y's Consul recommended an increase of his escort for theirprotetion. Yuin 
Ho Government of Ladi, after consulting His Majesty's Resident at 
e, stated tlieir readiness to send ten men, with one officer, for the 
protection of each of the two principal camps. i 
Both the proposals were submitted to the Treasury for their sanction, 
‘They replied that they were prepared i pee cs 
i ewan routed solely Yor the’ pptcelion of the, Conniate and Comnuar Neramilr 90 
lah Vue tuattHby could mot dogonalGleveaeioUA tee SHG Heo e iaalaaaa 
PU hevicouldy : so of Ahwaz, where the increase 
eon inainly required for the protection of the employés of the Oil 
‘urtlier representations having been mad 
3 “1 % been made to them as to the disastn 
PIR ERSEME RIN pra ROM THN Sea eT “Syndioate’s 
fleet 0 _prestig e abandonment of the Oil Syndicato's Decolier 7 100 
enterprise would involve, they eventually reconsidered this Wei 
understanding that the increase should only be maintained for six. mo ir 
fil ine Uren MMR ORTH lalsrora ty ate arabe UMaceRsent aN 
sen fontaine ata’dlgpats Topin Fant YGAL ANCES STIG ek ae NoeaDeG An 
1907, ‘ 
Mr, Marling, however, considered twenty: i \ 
a 1s, however, considered twenty men an altogether insuflicient 
increase for Ahwaz eemed to i Toe oe tees 
neta hwaz and seemed to contemplate the dispatch of a fore RTS 


He was informed in reply that the foree he recommended would be ‘to Mr, Marling, 
2 


{op sal tobe sutablo‘on meng grounds, altloagl it ould bo lege 

igh to nterpreted by the Persian Assembly and Russian Govern. 2eaearhi 
ment. ‘The dispatch of twenty m de ee 
1 n was a different matter; they were Nore 
infonte as a substantial ation to Captain TRURGe Meee oe na 

men, whieh ho aypeate to contemplate using at Batwand and othr places 

1c must be Ieft to his discretion when and in what numbers 10 employ 

then, proved insuficlent for tho protection of all the amps, tho 

mployés must be coneentrate where they could bé protected, and if a. 

serious attack was anticipated, the officer in ol sl avoid” i 

aiid retire to the river with the British peg asa a lata 
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Mr. Marling similar arrangements'as in the case of Tspaban were made for the revere 
Tae tion of the actual guard at Shiraz after the arrival of the expected reliefs 
Telegre0he 907, until the situation should improve. 

Tals (ice, 

Novenbar 71907, 

To Sir Av Sir A. Nicolson was instructed to inform the Russian Government of 


Ricca 0.885, {he increase of the guards effected at all three places. 
Novennber 27, 
iwi. 
Proposed Joint Anglo-Russian advance to Persian Government. 


(onfientia On the Ist December, 1905, the Persian Grand Vizier applied to. Is 
ua ER Majesty's Government, through Ilis Majesty's Legation at Tehran, for a 
Ne Turdhor loan of 800,000, offering as, security the Caspian fisheries, post and 
Tilenraph revonnes and customs of Kars (all of which Tad already. been 
lodged for the tivo previous advances), andl stating, Hist if he failed to do 
Miiathe would be forced to necept an offer. made by Tussin of & third Ioan 
tis isyo,000L, on eortain political conditions whieh he declare himself 
OF Hie ee eoveaT,” his request was referred Uo the Government of India 
Gorermencot for thir views, nnd they, on the Oth January, 1008 ated. the conditions 
Hida to For ie vreeopinion, should be insisted on in return for such a Toan, if it 
Ms Mins | saorsideoldell folgrant it, These conditions were as follows = 
Faynry 2 1906 
pea 1. A coneession for a road from Bunder Abbas by way of Regan to ty 
towettior ith tho exclusive right of running motors oF other mechar ly 
propelled vehicles thereon. 
See eo eretaking from the Persian Government that any roads, 
ways telegraphs, of canals in Southern Persia (Fe, south of Tine from 
Pe ee eto! Briand) should be constructed wnvler, the auspices, oF His 
Majesty's Govemment 0 far as Toseign assistance might be regu red for tho 
purposes 
i run irrigation sclieme on the Tines 
already ind wy the 6 ia. 
1 ie ght to connect Robat with Nasratabad by: telewraph: 
Ar Mosley ‘Attor eonsdering, however, tho arguments in favour of grant 
Ae Mi OAT atostys Goverment decided to refuse it, on the growls Tat 
tea Tt not wnaanontly. beuelit. Persia in the eondition in, which se (io 
ae thatthe sole abjest_ of granting it woul De to obtain eontenstent 
which, whether regarded in themselves or ‘a means of resisting Russia 
aon dean Souther Port, woud prove of doubtful value in the "ong 
‘Mhoy tealzed, of course that the Bersian Government would in sons 
Te cial, probably apply. to Teussia, ut they tial good reasin M 
Volievi tal this application, would be refused, in view of Count lonit’s 
ea Sir G. Hlandinge on the 5th January, 1006, of his: stron 


ir G, soni 4 
bfection to making iny farther toan to Rersin. 


i 
Tuy 8108. 


insrwortiyy, antonpnlion Old ti at aGen.valteswanls "eeaslt 
i Majesty's Le ‘Yehran that the Per mment had alee 
Tithe, approelie th am Legation on the tough they Ww 
Tinary 31 1G (A Neyouring at the same time to. induce THis ament to 
reconsider their refusal, 
rite Teaty's Government felt unable to do this, and so informed {Me 
Persian Government, at the same time tell jan Government, 
confidentially, what had ovcurred, and ad ilar application 
Sovade at St, Petersburgh, England woul expect, reciprocity 0% the 
art of Russia, hey intimated, however, eat shoul te Russian’ Govern 
‘oloxeaphisy pent cousider it for any reason desirable to assist, Pe ‘ia financially, the 
Helogeai sog, Would be quite ready, if consulted, to diseuss the matter Me friendly spit 
Wig Mimmunieation was, well received by. the Russian” Governm 


Me, Grant Dit, 
any 


jsctiplicy 
febay 81006. 
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‘ sae ee 
the Bnperor personally expressing his sasaction; but, sevrthles, the MG Pa 
: ore endeavoured to induce His Majesty's N90 |” 
Government to grant a loan b i i ea 
> Wy asserting that, if the request was 1 acernele 
Russia was ready to do. so, though on oncre ae Seen a! 
R yas . though on onerous eontitions. eae 
time they tried the same tacties to persuade Russia to a incu eee 
proved tinsuecessful in both eases. ‘ eee 
Pobte 
‘To Me Spin 
phe NG A: 
elegraphio, 
February 16) 
Mi Spriig-Rico, 
Novis, 
Marc 1, 1906. 


‘The Persian Government next attem| i 
i t attempted to obtain money by intimating, Me Gin 
on the Tt Hebriary, 1008, to Mt. Grant Due thee they. were ee Neo 
y 9 Telegraph 
accept the 150,000L° whieh His Majesty's Gov ee 
" ‘i Tis Majesty's Government had. 6 Py ae 
wiliguess to avance in July 1005, but 1 ACG ORE 
decline is renew the offer, on the ground that it had since been set aside { lich 
bs proposal ofa totally dierent earactos std gas 
d Aovelopment of this question took place till May, F 
rumour reached His Majesty's Legation at TTeheen that a loan of 2 ange Nitin 
iavks was abd e made to the Persian Goyernment by y under 
Ea Gane a ieee alee 


1. A coaling station on the estnary of th 

1 A coating. on the estuary of the Shatt-cl-Arab, 

2 concession fora ro’ from Kermani to Thinkin 

3. A hospital and college at Tehran under German management, 


‘he necessary Agreement was said to 0 i i 
ania goa said to have been negotiated hy M. Nauy 
ir E, Grey mentioned this report to Count Bai i 
= 2 9 Count Benekondorif in conversation ‘to Mr 
on the ne and suggested that joint Toa to Pasa by treat Balan Hee Se 
i um vorth considoring as a temporary expedient to aid in My 18h 
at Iresoration of the satus quo and prevent Le RTEACSH HEL 
sons Arrangi » Bi : 
ee nal Arrangement of the Pers tion between the two 
he Persian Grand Vizier, on his part, den Grant Duff that, Me Geant Dat 
; ae we vt nay though lie No 18h, f 
‘ was denied both by England and Russia, My M1608 
sia woul be obliged o apply for mone Oates a 
Wet the rvnot va ound in Tat its nok posh Co dite mine, 
any case sulliciently persist tise consider: ie 
to the Russian Gover ins ‘ Bsn entire 
Early in July a fresh report hecam 
Qe Persian Government wom abou Uo obi 
jis rumour was denied by M. Naus, but Sir A. Hardinge was HOS 
is iy sl Sie Ac faedinge verttvolees, eleqrai 
able fo report some: days fer from Brussels that yoga A teak heoe He ye 
‘ licre from that gentleman by a well-known Belgian capital aK 
M. Amplain, to negotiate a loan of 2 Roe vai onetheeR nie 
aan ee loan of 2,000,001. to Persi ATA 
Government, which M, Naus professed to be able to obtain, Maphig 
‘The Russian Government, on their part, denies foe ae 
project. orament, on their part, denied all Knowledge of sel a Se stoi 


Late in August the P inn vert i 
Late in Aug v fovernment again pressed the Ttuss ‘ 
Minister at ‘Teli to obtain for them an immediate Avance of 3000000) a 8 
als Ton of 20,000,000. tating that theis financial Toeerspbie 
f sy would subse ny conditions which mig] 
Te demanded ofthem, ‘hey pretended that His Majesty's Ean x 


fisio © See Contidential Paper 8678, p. 107. 
: 4Y 








Nicolwon, 


‘Telographie 
Soplouiber 3, 1906, 


legen iy 
Saplonibor’ 1900. 


106, 


i Sia 
Nn a1) Ve 
sal 
‘hora 
Siene 
ve 
Sipe 61908 


i 
September 12) 
1008, 


Ven offering them a loan in. return for political eoneessions, and intimated 

that if noither England nor Russia would help them, they would. be obliged 

to apply to Germany, In these circumstances the Russian Government 

expressed the desire to consult with His Majesty’s Government as to the 

est. means of assisting the Persian Government, whose financial condition 
‘was doubtless almost desperate. 

lis Majesty's Government expressed thei ingness to discuss the 

question of making a joint advance, and for this purpose to instruct Mr. 

Grant Duff to ascertain, in conjunction with M. Tartwig. how much was 

‘application to objects of real necessity could be secured. 

‘ere of opinion, however, in view of the 

Ith and the consequent instability of the 

iore useful to defer the 


mment agreed to \d similar instructions to M. 
Hartwig, and the two Representatives, after consultation, agreed to make the 
following recommenitations to their Government 


1. No large sun to be lent. 
2. A combined advance 0 be made, of which the probable amount 
would he about 100,000, 
Half thie advanee to be paid to the Imperial Bank of Persin and half 
to the Russian Bank. 
Both Legations to be notified when the Persian Government desired to 
ahr 
Striet accounts to be rendered to both Legations at stated intervals 
6. No part of the advaneo to be applied to paying off the sums due to 
the two banks from the Pe in Government, 
7. Measures to be taken to insure the application of the mo 
necessities. 


to real 


Just at this time the Russian Gove nit informed Lis Majesty's 
Government that they had learnt that negotiations were proceeding between 
the Persian Government and a German bauk (as M. Isvolsky supposed, the 
Deutsche Bank) for an immediate , Without any guarantee 
5,000,000 tomans and a subsequent loan af 15,000,000 toma 
‘OW some guarantees and concessions, among the latter of whiel 
the establishment of a German bank in Persi: 

‘his revival, in a very ei al form, of the report of 
plated German loan pertarhed the Russian Government considerably, and 
thoy expressed angiety to block the scheme by arranging for an immediate 

nit advance by Bnaland and Russia, 

His Majesty's Government \loption 
of the conditions proposed by 5 and 
Suggested that, 4s security for the British half of the advanee, they should 
take a lien, additional to that which they already held, upon the customs of 
the Southern and Gulf ports, and that they should receive an unde 
from the Persian Governtnent not to grant to other Powers concessions for 
railways, rads or telegraphs in the district east of a line drawn f 
to Bunder Abbas. ‘This would leave Russia free to take securi 
her own terms west of that line, 


355 


lographic, 
September 17, 
T1006. 


thein to apply to ot 
Jess bundensom 


ian Government supplying theirs in 
nconvenient to them, for various reasons, to 


His Majesty’s Government fad ro objection to the first two of those 
ans, It covered tat. each Goverimnéal sould share tn the fat 
y of the advance, and desived to obtain from the Russian Govern- 
nent the recognition of the Birjand-Bunder Abbas line as a starting point of shit! 
common acti Be va 
The Russian Government expressed their willingness to meet the 
of His Majesty's Government on the first wt hat M. Tevolsh still No. 204 
demurred, for the reasons which he had already given, to the recognition 
in connection with the joint advance, of the Bunder Abbas line, thou 
oth he and the Minister of Finance were personally in favour of adn 
and of finding Russia's sphere of interest in Northern Persia, 


OWS Sir A, Nicolson, 
i 


Contr, 
‘Teogrphiky 
September 8 
Nove 


ints 
__ lis Majesty's Government remained of opinion that their accoptanc: 
of M. Isvolaky’s viow, that it was inadviabl to exact conten tron 
Persia in return for the advance, did not preclude the 1 ion by the Lelegraphie, 
Russian Government of the Birjand-Bunder Abbas line ay delimiting September 
the spliore of British influence in Eastern Persia, and the immediate settle, ee 
went of aph difficulty ins preferred that these 
onditions should he accepted by Russia at once as the starting point of 
common action, but were nevertheless willing to pay their first contuibution 
of 100,000). if the exigencies of the situation in Persia should be found to 
demand the inwnediate payment of the first moiety of the advance before it 
was possible to come to an arrangement with Russia to the above effec 
They inforined the Russian Government, however, that they would be unable 
to contibite tothe second mole of the advance unless the Bisjani-Bunder 
Abas te were renga and the telegraph difieulty in Sastan sted 
_ OM, Isvolsky stated that if His Majesty’s Government insist ‘i 
polnUof view: Hugsin youll aya to (ind lie monby forte SE aT 
the advaney without the assistance of England, as she could not recom 
ind Bunder Abbas line without previous consultation with. his 
colleagues, from some of whom he expected opposition. le renewed his sep 
appeal in’ favour of keepiug all stich questions for discussion in connection 120% 
wilh a general Anglo-ussian Agreement, for which he adluc sever fies 
sons, 





4, Nicol 


sc 
October's, 1908 


‘As Nicolson, 


1240, 
olegenpl 
Sgplonihicr 
No. 
Soper 24 
10, 
olojaphic, 


Government 


ion, _ In deferer M. Isvolsk 
cideil no longer to insi gui d—Bunder Abbas 
ice, but 


a.coniition of joining 

they instructed Sit A. 

Gf the telegraph quies 

fh stood, # disturbance of the status quo 
5, was consequent! incompatible with a 

part of the two mnments. 

v 1 of whether the mode of pa 
fe, of the propoxe would be discussed and settled at St. 
Petersburgh or at ‘elim the occasion of a temporary divergence of 
Toto Byeen die two Governmonts, but tlie Tas Government, who 

Mae an favour of the former course, yielded f0 the opinion of His 
Majesty's Government, who advaeated the Inter ‘and the Representatives 
ton, Ae tho tyo Bowors at Mehran were aceonlingly furnished with the necessary 

instructions on the subj 


ment, control of expenditure, 


sir Ay Nleolaon 


No, Bil 
lieth 


ipl, 
Soytenibor 0, 
Til 

‘Ny Sie 


Octolie H, 100 


After eousuttation between the: Foreign Office, the Tress aud the 
atc ome, He avas decked tnt, of tho British share of the firs’ moiety of 
padi Tyanee. (100,000), linlt should be furnished from Imperial and hat 
vp, from Tndian funds 


Mo Inn Otten, 
atalioy 8.106 


Arulis Of 


‘otole 4, 100. 


‘Ky Imperial Bake 


Hf Mors 
Sajicila 
1000 


sty biel 
Theo, No 180 
etal y 


Aelogradt 


sip 
Cofalee ha HOB, 


ras to be anade through the Tmperial Bauk of Tersin, 10 
Treasury. and tlhe 
1 the whiole sum of 


‘the advan 
whom eats for 60,000! sore to be forwarded by the 
Thain Office rospectively, and who wore requests 

10,0001, without delay’ to the onter of Its Ms ster at "Tehran. 
With regard to fhe rate of interest, and went of the 
MB avant tlie Alajesty’s Government wero in favour of Bx] per 
a ell thts case of tho British moiety) 1 Der Con should accrue 
ras Tnperial Bank of Persia as commission “the Raesnn Goverment, 
Hott ertPer hand, wise Wie kate fo be eer eat Lie normal rate iN 
Fe pug 12 per cont, as a low rate afould projutice that on the Ioan 
verte NE eration le eoncluded, ‘They were also in favenh of fising an 
Mitiy daterot repayment, fn order to prevent, Berl from amduly protractiniz 
{i wexotintion of a seittement, sliould one be necessary: ‘Whey suggested 
for this purpose the 22nd March, 1907. 
Hie aihgesty’s Government thought these terms (oo sect 
ini any date of repayment, aml after some Wess 
F Agveatl to accept 1 per cent. ax the rate of interes and 
‘Governments should ne to the Persian Govern! nt 
That, without fixin: Mcnate of repayment, they reserved to they 
{hats thie eight oF giving (he Persian Government thir, oF four. month 
na; lice of the date When the advance should be refunded, His Maj 
-ltice, Government ageepted this proposal as. satisfnetory and Sir C. Spring 
Gover Toa. wake. tuo advance as goon, as) Tis, Tiussian col 


 yos. should receive similar instructions. 


No, 208, 
Mots 
i 10 


‘To Sir A Nolin 
No. 409, 
Telegraph 
Octobe 

Sir . Spring Rice, 
Nee 
Tolegrapite, 
October 18,1906. 
Sir A, Nicolon, 


Telograpii, 
October 21, 1900, 
‘YoSir A, Nicoleon, 
No. 415, 


: n 
On the 25th October, Sir C. Oeobe28 om, 


Government 


telegraphed to Hi if 
i xt of the Loan Conventi ce eae 
rent bbs Ch Pease Govesue ali belay W 9ue 


Tu view of the and 
DS ages iat ine between the Rus n and British Gove 
of which it has boon docided that an advanc Dra bo mate Sit 
which tha be il that ais advance of 10,000,000 fr acre 
mt to ia ir aut the five latter millions: the ae he ANA ier 6, 
ade Jater, the following Boe Eee 
i “ARTICLE I. 
es |] Government puts is f 
am of 2,500,000 fr, which shall pn ieee See RIESE TITER 
FS nistor euch 


that the Tattor shall rocotv 
that. the lator shall toostvo an, application from the Porsian i 
ing tao te aauierion tortie deployuenter toate 


: , “Anions: I 
Hane alow enti hal ot We fest to paying 
paying the arvears duo to the 


: “ Awntene 1, 
“The Ruasion advance is gu i 


affvctest to the unarantoo of the t 


y the: rovennce of the Cayton 

duel 1400 ani (O08 tea 
te Bngtish ye the revennin of th 

case of insuillciency, thy revenues of 


“AnrioLn LV, 
o rate of interest ft fixed at 7 per cent. 


“Antiou V. 


nents, reserve to thy 

notin of th 
1 the Russian 
a, gether With futereat 


which thy Dori 


be called on to re 
p ake atid the Huprial Bank o 


Persia the suns ad 


His Majest: ven 01 
to upllis Maiesy's Goverment aecepted this text, which was then sub 
Wetle wronlats altar: y ne year” might be inserte : 


No. 280, 
Novetuber 9, 
140%, 





‘ToSirA. Nicolson, 


iS 
Teloaraphiey 
Soeenibor Ty 1906. 
‘Josie. Nicolson, 
Ni 
seri 
Mier 3, 1908. 


ringeRioe 


sing Rlo, 
Naweinbor 18, 
1900, 

‘A, Nicolson, 

3, 
eloxeuphie, 
Novenbar Ty 
1 


Navel 
Noch, 
Novel 32, 
ai 

Sir As Nicleon 


ateeraphie 
Daconitine 2 1906, 
ring: Rice, 


srnti 
Hct 81906 


Deceialior 18, 
1908, 


Tis Majesty's Government expressed their willingness to agnee. {0 
this addition if the Russian Government also accepted it, ‘but the latter, 
a ai Nteuctions which they sent to theix Minister at Tehran on the 
Eubjeet, authorized him to fix one year as the date of repayment and to 
se Aisle Vin the sonse that the two Governments should have the 
sont to demand repayment one year after the signature of the contract, on 
thing three months’ notice. is Majesty's Government accepted this soos 
BB though it was not in strict accordance with the desires of the Persian 
Government. 


Avout this time signs of dissatisfaction at the project of an advance 
Vogan to manifest themselves among the Persisn people. Prominent Mollals 
Hog ea Tabmiasion to the Assembly, while members of that body itself 

sed th ich it felt, to pledging national revenues 
papers protesting against the advance as a betrayal of 
Tee sian ingerets, and. denouncin ‘Grand Virier as a traitor, were 
voreiied ia Tehran, The Assembly demanded a week to consider whietlity 
SeeMMAM accept the advance, and summoned the Minister of Finance (0 
explain the financial situation. 


In these ciroumstances the Grand Viaier expressed his willingness to sign 
the coutmiet without the eousent of the Assembly, but although thers was ne 
Tegal’ bjeetion to, that course, Tis Majesty's Goverament, considifal, 
rate prudent to take no immediate ction, Dut to wait til te Persian 
aoe Pant and the Assembly Tad come to an agreement, ‘Te Russian 
Government were so informed. 


‘The Posian Government meanwhile wore able to collect money for the 
Naf the troops, as well ns some GO,000!, for a new National Tank: 


The in Government concurred in the view of | His Majesty’s 
vermont that the advance should be made publicly, that the 
responsibility for it should Ke with the Persian Government and that it 
eet he preferable to take no action till an agreement had bers reached 
read atat Government and the Assembly ; Tut they save no objection ft 
Thng the money on a formal demand from the Persian Prime Arist 
Turnishing ores consent of the Assembly. ‘They were also in favour Of 
ree va the Valishd of the situation with regard to the loan, throtgh the 
informing the Vavaa Mlinistors. nt Tehran. ‘They stated that, they, hed 
instructed M. Hartwig in this sense, and requested that similar instructions 
might be sent to Sir ©. Spring-Rice. 


9 


After considering the matter in consultation with Sir C. Spring-Rico, 

His Majesty's Government informed the Russian Government that, in their 

pinion, it would be better, when the Persian Prime Minister made a formal 

demand, to consider the question of compliance on its merits, and that it would 

he inopportune to inform the Valiahd at once, as His Imp 
publicly expressed his respect for the Assembly, and such a communien- 

tion’ might have the appearance of pressing an unpopular loam on his 
tame 


‘he Russian Govern 
mention the loan to the Vs 
Sir C. Spring-Rice. 


acconlin: 


Shortly afterwanls as the result of a conversation with M. Hartwig, Sir 
©. Spring:Rtice suggested. tle advisability of informing the Persian Govern- 
nent officially that the two Governments withdrew their offer of an advance, 
Te pointed out that the popular opposition to this measure was still strong, 
and. that it’ was possible that, in view of this, the Valiahd and Grand 
Vizier, induced by severe financial pressure to apply for the advance, might 
throw the odium of the transaction on the two Powers, by asserting that they 
hind neceded under pressure. He added that the impression already existed 
that Great Britain and Russia were trying to force the advance on the 
crsian Government against the will of the people. 

Mo ‘subsequently, howover, added that it was desirable to consider 
carcfully the time and manner of making the proposed announcement, and 
to leave the door open for negotiation, lest. tho Pe 
aye an exeuse for applying for money elsewhere. 


On the Ist January, 1907, Mi Isvolsky informed Sir A. Nicolson. that 
the Russian Government agreed with the conclusion of the two Ministers 
ft Twhran in favour of the withdrawal of the offer, but as Sir C. Spring-Rico 


now reported that the Valiall had accepted the clause of the Constitution 
and that, Ni 


elative to. the principle of finaneial control by the Assembly, 
therefore, it seemed to him unlikely that the Persian Government would ask 
for the alvance without popular sinetion, thee. vas, in the opinion of His 
Government, no longer any motive for such a step. ‘he Russian 
1. having received a similar roport from M, Hartwig, also changed 
‘nd it was accordingly agreed between the two Governments that 
the offer should be left as it was. 


‘A further reason for doing so was the fear that the withdrawal of the 
offer might cause Persia to turn for financial assistance to Germany, 

In duly the Tndia Office asked that the amount might be retransforred 
to them from the bank as there seemed no immediate likelihood of the 
advatice being required, though they added that there would be no difficulty 
Should the occasion arise, in providing at a very few days’ notice any sum 
which might be requited for a joint Anglo-Russian loan, 

‘The Mreaswvy svere thereupon asked whether they wished a. similar 
course to be foll.wed with regard to their share of the advance. Tt was at 
the same time explained to them that in suggesting this Sir B. Grey was not 
abandoning the principle of the loan which ill held at the disposal of 
the Persian Government. 

The ‘Treasury having accepted the suggestion the sums were repaid by. 
the Imperial Bank to the Treasury and India Office. 


Highness | 


ly instructed M. Hartwig not to si 


id, and to continue to act in harmony with ¥ 


‘Telegraphic, 
December 20, 
1900, 


n Government should | 


No. ly 
oloyenphi 
Fauuiary 1, 1807 


cra, 
ecb 2, 
1000; 

Ha 
Talegraphio, 
Saaaey 25 
ner 
Sat 


0.2 

Tulotaphlcy 

Sauary 3 1907. 
‘Sie A. Nicolson 


Toda Ofice, 
uly 29, 1907. 


To Mreanury, 
August 16, 1007. 


‘Treasury. 
August 36, 1007, 
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Note on the Interpretation of the term “ Ports of the Persian Gulf.” 





ing-Ries, ‘The Persian Government d tc ion being used to 
e the guarantee of the British moiety of the joint adyanc 
esired the substitution for it of a statement that the seeurity was the same 


No, 27, 
‘elyraphio, 
Octolier 12,'1906, 










Yo sir ( Spring 
Rive, No, 18 
Octal 13, 





sw no objection to the proposed statem 
> was instructed, in agreeing thercto, to make it clear 
foyernment that Great Britain adhered to the interpretation 
of the Persian Gulf,” Inid down in Foreign Office 
1, of the Sth August, 1904, and that the Persian Government 
amgements accordingly. 








me to the Pe 


of the term 4 
despateh No. 1 
must make 














Proposed <Anglo-Russian Advance to Shah on his Accession to the Throne. 


i (2 Springeltin, 
37, 

oleyeraphicy 
Maye 15, 1006 


With a view to secure the peaceful accession of the Valiahd to the 
throne, the Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs suggested the advisability of 
placing at the disposal of the British and Russian Legations a sum of money 
for the payincnt of the troops in case of need, and so securing their loyalt 
‘Yo Ts Oi, he idea having met with approval, it was suggested to the Indi 

1406." Offige that, in order fo avoid the delays and difficulties which would occur if 
to be provided partly from British funds, the Government 
nit bo asked to provide 50,0001, s the British share ofthe I 
| Ldis OMe 
informed that if on his ion the new Shah required assistance. heyond 
i what the Tmperial Bank could give, he should concert with Ii 
Colleague with a view to a joint advance, and that we were prepared to 
























nent 





red to make good hulf of any loss which might be incurred, 
As the death of the Shah appeared imminent, Mr. Grant Dull was 





‘the India Office consented on condition that the Imperial Go 
end up to 50,0001, on the same terms and ¥ as our previous loans. 






























{ ‘rosy sasury sanction to th ‘the India Office was 
i Novrmloe 6.180% on the Gt November, whi Offiew were informed t 
i request for the payment of 50,0001. to the Imperial Bank would be mad 
i thon on the death of the Shab, 3 
| On the. dectirrence of the latter event the India Office stated that they 
i hind paid this sum to the Bank. : A 
{ ‘The Valiahd, on leaving Tabreez for the eapital, liad been supplied by 
k Mniy a ayor, the Russian Bank ve (000/,, and it was suspected that he may have 
ae " yeovived more on 
Sir G Spring ‘his, no doubt, accounts for the fact that nothing more was heanl of the 
i Noahs matter until the Oth February, when Sir C. Sprin; e telegraphed. that 
4 Teter MT Nas hind applied For 30,0001, to pay the troops, and that he proposed to 
sora tuithorize the Imperial to al this sum, hall of whieh was to he 
i loonie, repaid by the Russian Bank, 
iuitny 907, 





‘The Russian Government, to whom the matter was referred, agreed. 










( opie, 

wl nae’ 11 190%, 

| .Spring-ttion, Meanwhile, howeve Rice reported that he had aseertamed 
Metin, tisk the Cossack Brigade lad been pisid, that he thought M, Naus, 





positio money’ for his own purpose 


He was cretion, and shortly 
aftexwards reported that the countiy: was quiet, and that he and the 
7, Minister agreet that the moment was not favourable for 1 
advan 


Kubin 10, 1907, Whos 











ing the 








Bobruary 14,1907. 





‘ty tnperin Uk 
Septce 3.1008 
Aisi Bi 

0 Septener dy 





Circumstances necessitating the advance net having arisen, the sun of 
in September retransferred by: the Insperial Bank to the India 
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Grant of Six Months’ Delay in Payment of Interest on British Loans and 
Suspension of Sinking Fund Payments for Three Years. 


A request was received from the Persian Government for a delay of 
six months in the payment of the interest on the British loans of 1903-4, 
duc on the 5th April. 


After consultation with the India Office Sir @. Spring-Rice was 
nstructed to agree on condition of the elimination from the Charter of the 
National Bank of the clause granting priority in the importation of silver, 


On the 24th June, Sir C. Sprin 
liad! heen requested by the Assembl 
and Russian Governments to the 
fund payments, 


It was suggested to the India Office that should such a request be 


Rice telegraphed that the Ministers 
to obtain the assent of the British 
pension for three years of the sinking 


d from the Persian Government, it should he acceded to on the 


y agreed not to contract any’ loan 
Government. without the opt 
The Indi 


hn foreign bank or 
n first heing given to England and Russia, 
Office concurred in the proposal, 


On the 24th July, Sir C 
formal request from 
inking fund, 


ing-Rice reported that he had received a 
Fovernment for the suspension of the N 


dia Office it was decided to. 
ing condition in addi 


to Sir ©. Spri 
ry were informed, as also of the six months’ delay ali 
yment of interest, 


Rice, and the 
dy granted in 


At the end of September Sir C. Spring-Rice reported that there was 
no prospe interest being: paid on the British loan, that the Bushi 
en appropriated to other purpose 


just paid on the Russian Ioan had been furnished from the Bushire customs 


Tt appeared from a further telogram that the Persian Government had 
paid the interest on practically all its debts except the British loan, 


Mr. Mavling instructed to inquire officially why th 

terest had remai , and why the Bushire revenues ‘had been 
diverted, and at the same time to remind them of the conditions under 
which we had consented to a susponsion of the sinking fund, whieh still 
remained unanswered, 

On the 10th December he reported that both questions were before the 
Financial Committee of the Assembly, which, he belived, objected rather 
to the form than the substance of the stipulations respoctin 
fund, that he would continue to press for a reply, 
the Persian Government, tough in great. straits for money, could. probably 
pay the interest if strongly pressed. He subsequently reported that th 
Minister for Foreign Affairs promised to reply respecting the sinking fund 
in a few days, and that an effort was being made to find the money for the 
payment of the interest. 


(1549) 


Sir ©. Spring-Rico 
No. 75, a 
Telogenphic, 
Apts, 1908, 
To India Ofc, 
Apt 1907, 
Tidia Omi, 
Apri 13, 180 
‘To Sir ©. Spr 
Rice, No. ieee 
‘Talogeaph 

April 1, 1907, 


Sir (Spiny Rico, 
No. 156, . 


‘Yo India Onin, 
1026, 1907, 


Tia Otter, 
Aly 4, 10 


raphe, 
Suly et Lie, 
Mo Tidia Otfin, 
Sly a ant 
‘Nujusl 20,1 
Thin Oi, 
August 24,1300, 


Bu sie Siainge 
Rice Hy 
‘Tolojeay 

Augiist 2 


nd that 4,000/, of the interest 4 


the sinking } 
nd that he thought that } 


Me. Marling, 
Ri 373, 
Neceniber 13, 
if 
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Owing doubtless to the political crisis and Ministerial changes which then 
‘oceurred, matters appear to have remained where they were. , 

Tt was, however, held that, as the six months’ grace had elapsed and the interest 
‘on the Russian loan had been paid, we should now insist on the Persian Government 
meeting their obligations. g 

Mr. Marling was accordingly instructed to insist, as soon as the political situation 
permitted, on the immediate p: of the interest; and, further, if he thought it 
expedient, to state that we must insist on the immediate payment of the si 
fund also unless our stipulations were accepted without further delay, ‘ 

(Signed) WILLTAM ERSKINE. 
Foreign Office, 
December 81, 1907. 


in ates of Negotiation for Angle Kunin Agreement 


Sir Edtcard Grey to Sir A. Nicolion. 


Foreign Opies, November 1%, 1908. 

leney’s despatch No, 735 of tlie dth instant, reporting 

a conyorvation with the Russian Minister for Forcign Aflairs on the subject of the understanding: 
respeotings Persia, 

MT priv the lusungo veblal you Held. 10 A Involaky on hia oceaaion; and Tinea the 


‘akotoli of a draft Agrectaont which you are authorized to communicate to his Excell 
ca " Tam, 


(Signed) 
Tnelosure in No. 1, 
Draft Agreement, 


toutually plodgod to respect the 
esto for the maintenance of 
pir, ax well aw for tho establish. 
ry of all tations, have resolved. that a 
th following tormi:— 


he Givers of Great Dain aud Ruma ontualy eeogoige that acl has, 
geogrupliical and economio reasons, special interest in peace and order bei 
fata proylucer of Pai contiguous with, cry proximity to tho Russian frontier onthe one 
howd, at thy frontiers of Afishauistan aid Beluchistan on the othor; aud each of the two 
Goyarments, being impressed with, the detrimental effects of local friction on their teh 
With Pernin dnd sith one another, it ansios to avoid all terferenicn with 
Aapecial jntcrosth of each in the Persian provi 


vik therefore hioreby agreed as follows :— 
1. Great Britain engages not to seek or maintain for he 
subjects, any concessions of a politieal or comme 


and not to obstruct, directly or indi 


snupported by the Russian Goverame 

2, Rip xn account, or on behalf of 
Russian subjeots, any concessions of cs “al nature within a line. passing frou 
tho Afishan fronticr through Gaziky B 1 Bander Abbas and the frontiers 
Afghanistan, anit Beluchistan, aiid 


No. 2. 
Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Exhcand Grey.—(leeived February 26.) 
St, Peersburgh, Felruary 20, 1907. 


M. ISVOLSKY handed mo to-day a draft Convention re rnutual 
relations betw which had beon drawn up by the Russian Govern 


(No. 101) 
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toon of which have the honour to tranant a 1 did not peruno it in his presence, and 
accepted it withont comment fusion in tele : 
between Kubsan and Kuchan, eee 
the pronunciation of the nam i 

‘The preamble i identic 
“collision” is used in the Tas 


egraphio of the Russian dratt 
to M, and T find that tho 
both documents. ‘The observation which T 
par les frontities de VAfghanistan et du 
leration, 


sh loans, but in 

va pi of the Ma and 

8. An the paragraph standa 

tha Convention yon woul 

uded in the Persian Gulf ports, or to 
ed an haying abandoned our vows 


n my conversation with ML Tavolsky on the 18th instant T had 

sion as the Articles deal with the future, lads me to fink that. the 

wishes to ararn eeDply that auch Concomionn do continuo to exist. M. Ievolaky apprrenty 

waves taarmange tho question vf the two telegraph lines aeparataly from the Comentinn Yee, 

taoy comer tha then ion to auch procedure, If, on tho other hand, wo dosired that 

aan pie Agencies in Seistan, for instance, bo withdrawn, the Russian Gorsment 

Question St he Eaton sbanden Concessions ih the usin zone, and thy gl my 
juestion of the Indo-European and Indiat, ment telograph Tinos, Impo &, 

6 outside the Convention a. gulutio Fati and) Mushed- 

 Fsulnnit this view with all diff Go its Ihave wom 


ut ak to the Convention, Ido not think there would be yeoat dilhenlig 
su the abovesentioel telegraph fincas Mere woul be grat diffu in eran, 


willy supply mo with tho final Faragtupl anon i tho 
& 


shoul bo grate 


none dosirod by fi 90 that aay: communi Tavolaky, 


‘A, NICOLSON, 


Iuclosure in No, 
Draft Convention communicate by M. Levoleky to Sin A. Nicolson, 


de-Brotagio ot de la Rus mont eng 
pouilince do la Pe mean 
ont pacifiqu gute W'établit 
meres sont r6kolW qu'une 
fouvornements do la ( 
your dos raison ° at 
6 dconomique i 
vines do la Pore conti tba le 


Asn Gaacerh ‘Afishanistay et du Belouiatan, do Tauteos ob 


Alana leurs relations aver tor tout motif do ul 


ee Les inte i m i 
aes et ous dans les: provinces Penanes done aed fit oon 


En consiquenee il'a été décidé par la présente comme auit:— 


ARTICLE 1, 


pis appnyer en 
ces tivroes, de 
‘ongessions dle chemin 


Mo euele Bat 
apes loa 
dloter de batques de fF i dal Pau Hae 
pata de Kaa , ; boutissant & Ta frotiire Afghane. poe da 
© pas opposer, directement on indirectement, & des demaitey ae 

x dus eotte région, soutenues par lo Gouvernement Ieeeate 


ARTICLE Il, 


: slenigago & no pas recherchor, pour elle-méme, et & ne paw appuyer en 
faveur do sucts Itusse, sues bien quien taveur de sujed te Dusartery ene ee aPRageE 
slconques de nature politique ou commerciale—telles quo lon eouceadonm ve chain nee 
Danques, de télégraphes, de routes, de transport, Tassurances, &o.—au doth dene ligne allant de 
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bre Afghane par Gazi d, Kerman, et Bex s, et par les frontitrea de 
tan ct du, élond ie pas Sopposer, directement ou indirectement, & des 
dann’ cette région, soutennes par le Gouvernement 


Mest bien entendu que les revenus de toutes Tes donanes Persanes i Texception de calles du 
Faraistan et du Golfe Persiquc, garantissant Vamortissement et les intéréts des emprants couclis 
par le Gonvernement du Schalh en Russie, seront affectés au méme but que par le passé 


Sir A. Nicolion to Sir Edioant Grey—(Reveived March 18.) 

(No. 125.) 

Nir, St. Peterslurgly, March 10, 190 
DCALLED on M. Isvolsky this morning, and ss 

eonliayit vodnents which His. Majesty's ¢ 


tino, Thiye tho hionour to inolose the copy of an aie-meiaoire whiel 
after ont conversation lind conchiited, 
Tinformodt M, Tavolsky that His Majesty's Government accepted the preamble of the draft 
Conyention. In sejgard to tho tracing af the Rnesian line ax Taid down in the draft Convent 
1 vvished to amplify nomowhat the obervations whch [Ina an 
Ho would seo that in the proamable of the Russian draft Convent 
jn which Russia and Great Britain lad special iiterests were those esp 
Contiguous. with the Russian frontier and the of A 
nit held the sen WU niaturally « 
F tho A Tut if th 
eon tho Afghan fro ROraHTGEL 
Teussian zone, Awe T as expla i last interview on th ‘1 
Areangemont would ieesoarly Toul to complications. We were bound by ‘treaty both 
fighinistany and with Be dortake' thy sottlement of all frontier and other qui 
ig betwoun those two counties, and it wax needless for me to dwell upon the dif 
Which would avixe if a thind Power were to have special interests on the Penso-\ fghan 
Outy Convention had in yiow the removal of all possible c feiotion 
Waa ingested in th Russian draft Convention there woukl be 
ining. Tsaid that Lavonld repeat what I had ‘and that was 
ewan Vine shoud vi rom Kakhke to Zilf Wf those sors 
rinks. to sohfeh Push alludes, 1 vast toll in ay Gy extreme iinportaties 
Ao this atton, auido Und vid onthe 7th i Russia, but of 
ovine import ty. ts and th Jwonsibly® the Russian Goverment had overlooked the 
fonsiorations whieh Tuxedo hin 
Ma lava: nil that ho recollected my observations on th opp the 
ronnie hat ho hau not binixelt deaysn the Tine, and that hie would exami Tilt 
iy. renal, tho mio NE prypoved, Esai that 1 a 1 that the 
rovtification which Thad reqitested waa an essential one, 
T think tat Mf Tavoluye clearly saw the foreo of ruy observations. and, though fe would 
Hincalf, Pthink hat he will urge upon hie alvisers t accept the ree 


ii, 

Toll ML gvolskye that thore was anater yneation connected 
Sieh alu tu ut Tein zo 
Ting tll hive frankly tit i ny : i eap 
seure to bis itn th distiets i whiels Russie mil ux hag apwedal 
eves of ull woul agar nae Tile 
rg tend to pe h iooae 
Mtns thes: wor inetd i f y vere pra 
ake sun cea al it be on the 
iin that Redwine tot to appa, witha i 

Huet Cullen tthe Neutral wonca uf Parsi tu 


M. Inyolaky inquired whether the wnerstauting whieh L 
the part of Russi, woul he dispose 
V fold hing that 1h i oir thit_point, but 1 would n 
His Exculleny Tho did not quite grasp the reason 
fron Russia, ior did he ve swithin the I 
Tie greatly altered from that which existed, Our respective zones n 
seith ac Viow of proventing either purty fivin interfering within the zones of 
Of welfalenyitye ordinance; but why shoul anything be specially stil as to other p 
Porn ontade the oues? The neiitral zones woul, he uuderstoosl Le left open to all partis, 
‘and in his View both Russia wid Great Bifain should preserve entire liberty: 

that the eoucession which prepared to. mab 

Jnran aithin the Russian Zoue practically amounted mn that Russia hiad a special 

interest, and consequently a special position, in the capital, aud this concession was a very great 
issia had a special position she would eventually haye special iuiluencc, preriaps 
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Tehran 
ML Isvolaky to understand this plat of view, a6 ho remark © 
compre iy Russia should be asked to debar herself from opposing. any Conce 
Powers, which, if granted, might prove injurious to Russian commercial interests, His Ixoclloncy 
took up a map and d out to me how it might be possible for Germany, for instance, to 
endeavonr to securo branch lines running from the Bagdad Railway into the metal zones, Was 
Russia to be prevented, if sho thonght sich Concession detrimental to her interests, from raising, 
objections to them? I observed that we did not ask that Russia should be exchided from 
absolutely raising objections or opposition. We hud carefully inserted the clue without 
previous arrangement with Grent Brita 
Mis Excellency said that he quite uiderstood that, bnt suppose that Russia wished to oppose 
the grant of a Concession toa third Power, while Great Britain waa iu favour of stich w grant ; 
conflict of opinion would ately arise, not ouly between Russia and Great Bri 
also with the third Power, juld cituse a troublesome and perplexing. 
regards third Powers, ho was no of their being specially mentioned, Tsai 
to understand that (a reciprocal nrangement: between Great: Britain and Ru 
ie neutral zones of Concessions either to Great Britain or Russi, tk 
ti omit all reference to third Powors. M, Tavolaky wid tht 
at first night this was his ‘wpettled opinion. 
He rnnst ask for a little ti . Traid that of course 
i tile 
in ssiony in the reapeotive zones 
slionld be majntaines ved did uot aifeot tho transfor 
1 h control respectively. of the ‘Tehran-Moslod and Meshed-Nasratabid 
telegraph lines transfor should he effected. by. shfoh must bo wignl 
ita clay malo no 
wal tho two concludings paragraph of tho aifeeminoie, to which 
would Be a 
te fr nication, and aid that he woul eu tearfully 
it with tho sincerest desire of arrivinge at au ageoomont, He hoped 
mea reply to tho points which T Yad raised at no distant date ! 
Hofore leaving M. Isvolsky, I sail that I hiopead that he would shortly let me linyo the views 
Tussian Govomment in regard to Afihanistan, ax it would bo necossary, after wo hal 
ay that wo should consult with the Amoor, and this would tako a ittle 
y said that he was secupying himself with thix quostion, which was one of importancn, 
‘uit he promised to Tet me have a roply without undue delay: but iattor which conht 
Io sottlod T remarked that 1 should bo able to arrange mations 
M, Tsvoloky: said. he had every: hope 
reaching a conclusion befor that date, 
U telegraph w short suiinary of my, conversation anil of my imprssions 


No.42 of today date, RAS 


T have, de. 
(Signed) A, NICOLSON 


Inclosuro in No, 8, 


Aitdeomémoive. 
Draft Concention in regard to Persia (communicated by the Iuperial Russian Goverament). 


Preamble, 


HIS Britannic Majesty's Government acoopt the Preamble. 


ARTICLE [. 


from “Kasri-Obirin, 
issant 4 la fronti¢re Afghane, prés du hourg de 

it that in the Preamble itis stated that Ter 

cute de Gi ecounaissent mutielloment que choun deux 

+ Aun iutérét spéctal “ proviners de la Merwe 
on voisines e Russe dane part, et aux fronfiéies do PAfighauistan ot de 

It was therefore not understood that Russia desired that a 


[1549] 5B 
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: : rould be the ease af her line 

ion of hex zone should be contiguous with Afghan territory, ax would be the eaxe i her line 
Tenant Ge tee nesenea ae een Osu eton Moreover, Great Bai 
tho external reltona of Afghaninin, aud i oiige, ant only ty Tosaty wih 

It is therefore clear 


onl tend to 


rm 

His Majesty's Em hat His Majesty's Govern- 

iit attach great importance to this matte : ens ee 
‘ ren epee criti to“jnfort the) Imparal Russian Government that ti Majesty's 
Government orjiually ntented to request that the town of ‘Tehra, pial ad eat of 
{ho Logatiog tonld for a neutral eiclave th the Russian zine. i sey Goreng 
tre however papa to make a tout ipo concron iy waiving spat Ht th 
aetna eaten ty pen wa. tne ane wth et 
thint Pomel Majesty's tmbuaay doen not doubt thatthe Imperial Ruan Government ll 
have no difficulty in giving the undertaking above men 


ARTICLE 11 


Hin Majesty s usorte mating that all exiting 
Hemost AL themed sey sy tht 
Of the telegraph line from Mealied. to, Nasr sre 
gro that the vontrol aver the ‘Tohrun-Meabed tloxeuph in wine 
It oaktoe en bor atoted vytan i be wigted simultaneously 
Convention, 

Hin Majonty's. Enibas c 
vot ull 
A i 0 the 
‘ud of powts aul telographs, shill be devoted ai tho past tot 
ee eee 

i Majvty's Binbushy desir to anion ono more pink, If ters be any queaton of 
UREA ee Sitcom RTA posaiilty of coutrll ab over canna 
thor pledged roventios i the respective zones, Great Brit yrould be: prepared to nad 
the collection and reininsion to Mtuksin of the dive proportion of customs 
affected tu Tussian Toanw ih the Ttish zone. if the Imper 
Aimar srmangemnt as regards the vevennes iv the Russian on 
Brita Lonnie 


ax th 


Petersburgh, Bebrnary 2h (Maveh W)y 1907. 
Nos. 


Sir Ay Nieuloow (0 Sir Biheard Grey. (Meceiead April 2 


S% Paersburgh, Aprib2 107 
TAG Peaiarel Wey yt Toa Aah otenaes ly asc th 
ae fate ct coder 


Goyornm: oubtest roo 


‘at aolid understanding with Hi 
nigelyos ready to moet ole Wishes, Before, however, giving 
iy ais that aubject, as well aw on, other questions to whieh the Memorandunn of the 
Toth March alludes, the Tiupetial Government would wish to have i 
dlear:— 
it pledged to Ruswian loans in 
Saini Cae pL oate br it it tht the fe 
he ‘ 
Cuan par tiss st in hrefra indigent fat 
adel to thd party or whether such a, transaction would. 
Pet wath Goverment te event of tert ou.Brah oan nt a 


i Powers im regard to Conicensi 
ies Governaiont proyuee that allion to third Powens in togard to ( 
ERICA Pion: AES ANLCUS Ga Rese TSI eartally Suauntea tot (eeasmefdespal 
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ihe 13th March). ‘They presume there would be no. object 


tion to a reciprocal undertakings on 
te 13h reciprocal undertaking 01 


segimenor contains no:mention a8 to-out proposed addition to last paragraph of Article TL 
of Russian draft Couvention, o a8 to maiitenance pf oxi ions Or etal of alle aon 
Hines, but I do uot anticipate that these points will occas 


No. 5. 


r Sir A, Nicstion to Sir Bdioard Grey.—(Reeeived April 2) 
.) 
i St, Petersburgh, April 22, 1907, 
NITH reference to your despatches Nos. 154/and 155 of the ith: Malate tee ho 
honour to tran fopy of an wide-wimoire which 1 connnunicated. to. MM. Iavolsky this 
ia of the Russian Government of the 2nd instant, respecting. 


lly very near tho 

K hie, and said 
pefore giving a soply; and 
two telegraph lines, al that 1 hid submitted drat 
wl watk awaiting his reply. He wiid that. here 9 or 

d probably have to mention to ao, but that 


n ig Persia, His. 
oust study he paper which TI Ind let with 
there was still the question af the 


Declaration on that subject to him 
tsvo points conuected with that qu 
he did not desite to enter npon it at this moment, 
T said that he would observe in tlie draft Articles which [now 
made of zones" oF *aph 
might givo tise to misapprehes 
His Excellency ul to agree with this view, 


onmunientod io muon 
we HL was desirable €o avoid employ 


Thave, &o. 
(Sigued) "A. NICOLSON. 
eee 


Tnclosure in No, 5, 


Aidesnénoite” communicated April 9 (22), 190% 
AUS Majesty's Embassy had thy 
Goverment dod the 2041 Mi 
tunnited by is Majesty 
juts out in its abo 


ive thi prowmenori of thy Lmpurial, Russ 
¥ to tho alde-mémoine sich wan o 
101 Mureh), 
et tho Posnn 
it Govormnont, by 
bret ie neath 
‘ y » Pervian Goyernuiont 
woul hc justi His Majesty's Embasuy swould boy 
Teave to poi ‘ Hf th plu! ravens Wax intrusted 
Md mere 3 dit would therefore not appear that thi 
mien would to such a procooiling, 
verial Goverum jnformed ax to shut sighta Hin Majenty'a 
tyeantaw OF Gain ryinont of thy terest. on. Heteh 
loans: tly, what would roll by the Ttnssian Govern 
should arise. His. Majesty's 
ye by th Inporal Bauk of Ponsa 
ivy atch a case, but the right of control inthe 
inherently from the hypothcoation of the reventies 
The pro-memyrai of the 20th Mare 
mit, all mention of “th 


donot expross 
wymout may bo held to 


it would tho desiralite 
on ah the, neutral youen 1 

ion, and also to reciprocally engage not 

Russian Government, the sgeant. of 


eat. tho following Articles connected with the 

Articles TI, 1V, and V of the Proposed di 

fespeative spliore, and these an scoped haw aca 
ies set th a tetas 

‘us requested by Ils Majesty's . that it should 
Wot at point nete Rutten ae 


“ARTICLE IIL, 


‘Huda it er ark thor engage uot. 10 dyyene, withont. previous arrangement 
Goat Batata, any: grat of Cincoions to etal aubjucte ne rogioun oka eae 


Tie teationed in Articloa 1 wi ll «Great Untain uaslertaked u wtullar sugunenit es oe 
the grant of Coneessious to Russian snbjocte in the sanue rogionn of Py a z: 


AMlesinting Concessions within the lines umentioned in Artioles Land Il are maiitaiyc i 
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ARTICLE LY. 


“tn understood hat the revenis ofall the Permian custome with the oxception of those of 
Faristan and of the Persian, Gulf, gua tho repayient nd the fntarot of the Tos 
coneluded in Russia by the Government of the Shah, shall be devoted to the same purpr 

past. 
ey ceatonatenient that the rover 
Persian Gulf, aa well a¢ those of the Caspian and Telezr 
fer les eon eae pie talio tier senor eae at a he Coe eee Hee 
Thnperial Bank of Persia. 


if of Posts and Telegraph hell bo 


“ARTICLE V. 


“In case of the non-payment of the iuterest on loans ecnteact 
We Shahin Russi would be prepared to underta 
roms he Kah emma of the die option the an cps on he 
Fovenues pledged to the service of such lows tn the regions within the lines m 
agen ances, Russin would be prepared to undertake the collection aut 

tannic Majesty’s Goverment of the due proportion of the tenis 

Feels or other revenue ple to the sary of the hans catractl b the Govern 
of the Shah with the Imperial Tank of Persix in the rogious within the Hues men 
Arlile 1” 


No.6. 
Sir A. Nicoluon to Sir Edward Grey—(Keceived May 21.) 


(Kor 20), otitensial) Si nh 10 
© M ISVOLSKY told ane to-day. tliat he had beo i conjnetion with the Mae 
inne, examin he rope wih {hd eon hi 
aid veaniesion of the plated ro British 
fhe Persian Govermniont det 
loans, Ile co 
tee ‘in tho Convention preciwely tho meauuren wl vo Gaver 
Meni Latatatacitan avenvalioa cnerede further: dhe dls: in regard to the Betsy 
lan tat ithe Ton eotznt hore win eau whic mei exactly the means whi 
lone pte i tho event of ulm wae th cae he Kein Hea evict 
Suppowe fir nntani thero wan a dtl that the Ten alin stepped nt the post 
SUL Hasan lu sea apa clonal sco peesiea: hey roseemen Grit or He Iie i Lan, tic 
their intervention not on any written ong non a phi hh 
Siich action iniglitqivo-riso to, serious dif He was therete ci at 
iu of what wo ld propoved that in tho eveutaltes above mentioned the tv 
ee ‘ ‘ mnlar feeling would bo avoided, 
view. 
Hal considerable justification, bi 
his communication and then ascortuin 


Thave, &e. ve 
(Signed) "A, NICOLSON, 


Sir A, Nicoleon to Sir Edieant Grey.—(Reeeivel May 21.) 


Se, Petersburgh May 38, 
ith copy of w private Totter and its 
regarding the collection and the remission of the 
owentes ik the resp 
clofning iit tho sou 
‘estat 
to aovopting tie dealt 5 
‘Tho Memortiidumn which Tnow bege fo transmit w 
terms, be substituted for the above-mentioned Articl Coe 
(Signed) "A. NICOLSC 
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Tnclosure 1 in No. 7. 
HL, Teeoltky to Sir A. Nicolson. 


Ministare Impérial des A feives Etrangéres, 
‘Mon cher Ambassadeur, te10 (23) pekitnn i 


voor ine Wérant & notre conversation sur votre aidemémoire du ld (8) eel demie 
des apres ayes trapsmetire notre contre-projt de FArticle ayant trait au mode do sere pption 
es somames dues i Y'une des Parties Contractantes sur den revente atu tne fe sphtre de Vautre. 
Nous ayant, dij fait part veroalement des considerations sur lesquelle: eat Meee tee ee 
Projet. Je m/absticns, pour éviter tont retard, de les développer dans un Menorca spéeial, qui 
pourrait ne pas étre prét aujourd’hni meme, 
Votre sinctrement dévous, 
(Signs) ISVOLSKY, 


Inclosure 2 in No. 7, 
Counter-Drajt, 


ortissement ou le paioment des intéréts des cimprunta Persana 
{Ia date de la signature du présent. Arrangement en Rusaio ou en Agglotorra et at 

ce aresente pour uive des Partion Coutractanten Winstitucr im contd air lon renreen 

orantisst Ie service régulior dex einprunts conclu chez elle par ln Perso et sitaéen 
dius ia spire influence do autre parti, tes Gouvernoments Russe. se Atel wengagont 
poate préalablement dass no échange diiléeu amieal en vu tardétommee the ee 
Tocrd les moyens delfectuer los menures de contrdle on quiestion et A'Ssiten on Ingdronee dans 
(Siailaret respectives quiine werait pas on conformie den prineiper tema w eee présente 


Cony 
————___ 
No, 8, 


Edward Grey to Sin A. Nicolson, 
(No, 225.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, June 6, 1907. 
‘our Exeelleney's despatch No, 277 of the 28rd uliimo, forwardi 
tho Russian Mi inclowed an Articlo 


ernment desire to. sibs Russian Convention 
yg Perwia proposed by Hi 


‘T now transnlt 10. your ¥xcellente 
moificitions whiok, affer furt 
introduced into that’ Agreoment 

Y lency 


1 draft Convention, embodyi 
vn Government would 


Bor the expromsion “to ol 
tof tho Persiau Em ‘1 
alteration haw 


nthe part of 
ug order in the dom 


we fel, no sue 
iy nuich misunderstanding, 
proposed to employ will eect this objec ‘s 
eae it Tie he will to insert a'te 
tatur quo in the Peril 

ww of the strong anid explicit declarationa of ty predocomor 
1¢ of paramount tis felt that tho 
point would. make a bad improssion 

he. Agrooment when 

not these words inthe 

weed jn. this country, should bo 


on the Persian frontier aujoining the intersection of tho 
ween substituted for the words on the Afizhan frontier nea 
i ¥ has Deco introduced at the suggestion of the India OMe who bncg 
ta the thee kari well within tho territory of Afgliaista. The mubattated Gonttne 
bas the further advantage of exxphasizingg the fact that te ond of the ling defining the Russian 
phere lice in Persia, and not in Afcharionan 
Articles Tl, 1M, and IV of the Russian draft are retained unaltered, 
(1549) 50 
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ole ce of the British Article V in 
‘he date Artiste put forvard hy the Russian Goverment in place of the Ps 
cco th te adn, the end, of the Following lau pee 
Ano avi al inerterece in the regalo gre wich would ns Ye in 
to aria guverniug the present Convention i : 
ae ate to exclude all possibility of the exercise 
i ave afteted to thesevice ofthe 
sun Pers a regularity occurring in the 
TRsfan Toau in 
tervico of those loa 
hp Arte fs alan 
rower ita enna more explicit 
eeu tru et 
Ai Re iii the considerations which have given rise to tb 


hia its hope wll prove accepable te 


Tom&e 
(Sigued) |B. GREY 


EE 


Inclosure in No. &. 
Draft Courention. 


Govan of Gat anand Ho ES te 
basing rtadecs ef Fen, a being anal renete tdi ot poe i el hee 
ope eice for ue preservation of onder La Shee ep Trier 
bya ainenr dais fo mor dh pao do Yrde ang gue Pte de Empire Per 
theo the aa iy anlar to ct youre dvelopmnens pique, ca ooh 
Ht bof ie ana rN be guogas TMi ease 
tpt and tstey ofl ations Siena ana ane 
ug that eaeh of then as, for gor Conseant que elas deux 8, 
aor hat gah of th a utes dro rapa Gono 
Fat paco al oar im cera nr api unin EE 
ai ajaningor jn so vehbour, ans certalnes pro 
Prt, th Rissa tier se ee 
Stn of Ania oo ui i 
Nor tnt and that, Ge his rand itae 6a 
ee Cn antjecmaiitenance vt hie Male Ze im alate at 
ne Praia Cul ‘ tie ote 
aan ee injurious effect owudting fom Constatant f 
casein of fe triton in lr rls ft ue pag dane 
‘ah Hee at dee oti co cont ute lus intents respect dank 
Naf caiick between motif fe co 
tiseous oF voi ie ett cul a ge 
thoie repectii i tioned Tes ‘ aoe 
a : $0 vont tis ataccord) sur “la Conventin 
eine area vpn tho: foHorin ast mis taco er 
anes 


ees © echerchir 
r it fae toh nally Ua Gr pasar 
te aa fe ice he Se 
Lata fh ‘Ne—layonsl a “We taligraphes, de rontes, de transport, 
age Ne ae deta duno ligne yartant de 
Persian frontier He ‘ et meee 
this region which are supported by the Russian 


‘yernement Russe. 


ARTICLE LL. ARTICLE I. 


La Russie, de son 
stent: La Ras RE ale 
scattered pa cn ms 


sengage & ne pas 
Russia, on hor party 


itisnnces torees de concesi 
1 ya ee enamede aula de Tviances Horan de concerns 
concen oer ealayo, bas telegraphs, qusleonques do mature politi rat 
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roads, transport, insurance, &e—beyond a line 
going from the Afghan frontier by way of Gazi 


—telles que les concessions de chemin de fer, do 
Birjund, Kerman and Bunder Abbas, and alor 


ban raphies, de routes, de transport, 
assurances, &e—ai dela me ligue allant de la 
the frontiers of Afghanistan and Baluchistan, and frontiéne Afghane par Gazik, Birjand, Kerman, ct 
rectly or indireetly, densands for Bonder-Ablas, et par les frontibres de VAfghanis- 
ls region. which are tan et du Béloudjistan, eb A ne pas Sopposer, 
wvernment. ient ou indirestement, i des demanctes de 
concessions dans cette région soutonves 

par le Gouvernement Britannique. 


ARTICLE HL 


Lar Russie, db son e0té, sengago, en ontre, a ne 
Jias slopposer, sans entente préalable avec 1a 
Grande-Bretagne, & dee eoceasions en favenr de 
sitjets Tritanniques dans les régions de la Perse 
cen dehorsdes Tignes dont il a &U fait mention aitx 
les Let I, La Grande-Iretayne prend wn. 
figayement analogue & Van des concessions en 
fayenr de snjets Rises dans les indies 
la Verse, 


regions of Persia 


All-existing concessions within the 


i nes wien 
tioned in Articles T and Tare maint 


nont en viguent dans 
iy AtticlewT 


ARTICLE IV. 


‘unilerstood that the rever 


customs, with the exseption of those of 
and of the Persian Gulf, guaranteeing 


ARTICLE IV, 


fends que Jos revenus de toutes Ios 
Persanes, 4 Voxcoption do celles du 
i Farsistan et du Golfo Persiqc, hypothdita ai 
the ropayinent and tho interests’ of the loane remboursement et aux idles enmprunts 


qorcluded in Russin by the Goyermment of the conolus en Russie par To. Conyernemunt dit 
Sin stall be devotol wy Uesame purpose avin Schuh, rot ate an an It qe ae 
hie pst. 

It is equally understood that: the revenues of us ln 
the Torsian customs of Farsistan and of the Golfo 
Vorsian Gulf, as well as those 
Fishries and of the 
Iv devotes in th 


Caspia ‘ius 
hs, shal los Vontes 
raan 
f mprunitsconelus par lo Gouvernement di Selah 
the Inperal an Persia Ave fa Hangs Tupetite do eras 
ARTICLE V. ARTICLE V, 
In the evont of irnilartios vecurring in the cas Wiredgalaritén din 
went of the interest of ut don intitle cn 
vlan oF Russia conclu just 
‘OE the. present 


ortissemenit on 
ts. Poraans 
Tidy ie In wignatins du prdsent 
enon Russie nit en Anlotorng, el ai In 
oltr tng es Parties C 
i Lo 
fonts alfwctés aut server négulion’ des 
mprunts conolus chez olle par tn Perse, qui sont 
y Persia, whi situ Ia sphere ai lo Yantte 
alcatel tho more of induence of tho other Dari, ‘ee 
arty, the British anil Rusian Governments sengagent A ontrer 
undertake to ! ohiange a ‘ie de, ddtern 
exchange n un commun acoord, 16s moyens deffuctuve 
agreement mosunvs do controle en question, eb dv 
ltt to tha menses of cto) in ust ce das ex pos respective gun 
wo avol ference inthe respective sf nformits des pincipe a 
which wold note in conformity with the ventions ne en 
inciples governing the present Convention, 


situated im the sphere of 





Sir A, Nicolson (o Sir Extward Grey.—(Recetved June 10.) 


(No. 806.) 
Sir, 


L HAVE the honour to transmit herewith 


M, Isvolaky, in 


one amendaients which the Russian 


St. Petersburgh, Sune by 190 
aide-ménoire which T have received froin 
serninent desire to introduce into the 


Preamble and into Atticles | to IV of the draft Convention concerning P 


Tnclosure 1 in No, 9. 


Aide-mémoire. 


DANS son aides 
Vaceond 


jquatre jers Articles, tel. qu’ 
‘Shangoments qi'l proposerait, 
Sans sandler ste 4 


ale et ses 
es deux Gouvernements, et los 
nit In pide ef-jointe. 


ins de rédaction importance. seconaine, qui y sont 


AAsignées on mnango, le Miniatire Tnnpésialewoit dovoir altirer tout. speclalement 1 
Ambassadeur Britatinique su Tes points suivants quiy tout en ne touchant « 


Vontente stat 
1. Test A noter tout dabord quel 


dloppement pacifique dang toute Vétendue de 1 


dirvet de gurantir fe maintion lo Forde on 
‘los Partin Contisctautes, Tl serait done 
sinobry dsr do voit Ponto et lo dgveloppe 
Porsa 


‘nt tout do in@ine uno eoetaine porte. 


" implique Vides 
re dvidemment pas dans I 


yant exolisivomont trait ane inte 


i serait poutétre désirable dom 
‘ot Vindustrie do toutes lex nations,” 
« Aveo les dispositions du projet de la ( 


8. Do Yavin da Ministéro Tmpyirial il sewiblerait preérable diatténuer en tant que possible tout 
expression faisant allusion A dos cas de anésintelligenca ¢ deux Pui 
omotere Tow niols  eonstatant VetTet nuisible résitant 


Ta Porse ot entre euxatn 


4, Commie la Russie i consent on 


reste i délinir dune manidne précise bes pol 
‘et A partir de Khokh; Ie Ministére Tings 


Tocalitn Kha eh Kianig ct ln anontagte. Kuh 
Dreudry dais Ia spline nthiones Ruseo te poste 
4 la garantie des possessions Ttussen do 
3 Les Hinitew de ta no. Tunas 
iL eo 
tant Ia zone Anglaise? 
Eatin, lo me 
iti 
‘sh La 


Sain: Pltersbowrg, le 23 Mat (5 Tuin), 190) 


pour plus de priision, de compl 
lus, aussi Lion & la Banque Tiapériale de Perse qu’a 
to le Ia signature dh présont Arrangement.” 


ie de déinareation de sa sph 


principaux. que In li 
rerait In voir passer par les 
ak. vetion atrait Vavantage decom 
nitaine Wo tris import tle vie 


sion a’pidiaies, 
Hiquces dans VArticlo 1 que de ete 
Tes frontidres de 1 


VArticlo LV 


Tnelosun 


Moilifeations-propasies purr le Gowvernement 
We Russie, 


voir Yontre ct 16 évoloppement pacifique 
malutens 
Acseture 


Le Teste de Convention, relative aux Affaires se 
Perse, aoptd en principe par les Gouvernement 
de Grande-Bretagne et dle Russie 


tant mutuelle especter 

indépendance de la Perso et animes 
in sinetre désir de maintenir Vortre et le déve 
loppoment _pucifique dats toute 
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Voir la paix ot Yordre maintenus 


A exclure 


Yantre 


Jez, Klakh, Kbaf, Kiariz, et Ia montagne 
Kuh-Renital a 


et aboutissant & HondersAbbas 


identique 


vantages dgaux pour le commerce et Vindustr 


a tontes Tes 


Les Gouvernements de Grande-Brotazn 
Russie recounaissent mutuell 
eux a, pour des rai éographique et 
Gconomigue, un intéret spécial a 
rondo dans cortaines pro 
Perse contiguis on voisines & la frontitne Iusse 
ne part, et aux frontities de [Afghanistan ot 
lu Bélondjistan de Yautre; eb chacin des deux 
Gouvernements, constatant Vellet nuisiblo re 
at des cas de itn aur labo dang Tous 
Parse et entre euxcmGines, eat 
tout inotih do collision avee les 
spacinux de chien dens: dans Tes pros 
ces Pesan Mout Tha 6G Tait wention’ plus 


ant 


onséquence, ila dt décidGé jaar Ta présente 
‘comme suit 


La Grandesdretagne stengage i ne payne 
reher por ellesigine «no pas apy 
nur de sigjets. Titan i 
unt do sujots dle. Pu 
loonquies do natis politi 
le, tolles que los Concessions 
Tanques, o télgrap 
transport, ass a deli dun 
partant do Kasri-Chivin, “traversant Tsph 
leu, ot _Khukle et aboutissant i la front 
‘Aighano prs le Zulficar, ot & ne jas s¥opposer, 
ivoteinent ow indirectomient, A des demandes 
pareilles Concossions dans cotte région wouter 
par le Gouvernement Russe. 


Ta Iussio, do son lige A ne pan 
reclierchion pour ellesmnéiio et ne pa appa 
fen faye dy sujets Kisses, nsst_bion 
i sats ei tans, Con 
nleonjios hs natn poli 
' soit de chi 
raphes, do rout 
‘an loli Wane 1 
ini par Gazik, 
nilor-AbIM ek pat lo 
es do H'Afihanistan ot di Reloidjistai, et 
4 ne pas opposer, directement ow inilireotonbent, 
A dos dennandes. de pareilles: Concessions dana 
cette région soutenues par le Gor 
Britannique. 


age phe AL part Ane pas 
Soy poser, san witre préalabloment entendtie avec 
TAngleteht, aoe que ds Concessions queleony tex 
soient dounées A des sijots Britauniqihs ds 

i dione dos igien 


testet 


ws en eo qui concer 
“i sles. sujats Ruases dans les an 
Nigions de la Perse 
Tout 




















Hosens garantissant 








Piscompto ot des Ritts ihe Perse 
Gust la date whe Ia Miguatnns ie prisont 
Armangeuent 





ane 1s Tittoral Vorsan dy ta Mer Cispieune ot 








jusqult be date de de sig 
Arsuigoinent 





Alu prs 





1. 
tendu que les revenus de toutes les 
: & Vexcoption de celles a 
Golfe Persique, garantis 

es intérits des 


Th est 
douanes 















e but que par le pase 
que Tes revenus dle 
et du Golfe 







Persiqe, 
Mor Gas 
serontalfetteonmine yar Te passé au service des 

prints conclux par fe Gouvernement a Sli 
Jus Thanque fimpéstae le Berse 


No. 10, 


‘Sir Bihan Urey to Sie A. 











te 
AN Con 





ight seam ton 
and Groat Britain, and thereby the 
whieh ax common 














Gi in the other 
eonsistint with these Nrticlos, 
‘expression *tontos Tos autres nitions 





We ane willing that the words *constatint 


No. 225 of thy Oth 
Isvolsky 
Aw re iole T, thie chin 
hg Hi 100 of Afihanisto 

ostl=thit te 





bi my despa 






























viniso Which the Russian ( 
(unfavourable to the Ayre 
overthioloss, von any state that 






















crys no ty iti) 
ny Persian Gall 
Around Snticles HUT, LY, 
nioligotionidle 
Font shoul 
espoctitng thei 
Wo attach: 
Porson Guit ix alluded to 
fhonitiens i dotnet 
Werngroo with y 
X40 1s ts bi ei 























v tranated 





lings with Pes 
Laut HT Rusia and Great Britain axe spocitically 

puntey's phere, In order, therefore, to make the pre 
propose to rephiew the 





Aono 





itiviain at a ost nature wold most a ‘ 
ow propose, aut an 
iste the general 


toxt of Article V, which thus be 
word gov 





eolvons 


Foreign Office, June 21, 1901. 






Ml be exposed to eri 






ieally prevented {rom se 





Is forites Kos nations” Ny: the 











inolosed ony dra 








romuininyg 





wit would 
i re inst propor 
sliould he of Kuhn (please refer 








wosphiory would thereby: 
Avoid 
x of Kare mare sation 

tnperial Government, 
conor Brith wont the 





tte qn 
aud fg 





Nou 


Sir A. Niculton fo Sir Bilwant Grey 


12, Contin 







His Mi 





on ME, Tavolsky this after 
t ssty'« Govern 











Tas prepared to 
i h he hind 
vermmnent 





Ltold his Excellon 
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styl Guveriinent!attacliod: erent 
it cult ike no difficulty. i 
Preamblo'referring to the ap 
Cth atatue qua inthe) Porstan Gulf, 
‘& great interest, and my. Govern 
ing iy ‘anil {o. ameist fu the 
tion should bo formally made of the fact, 
hT must propose, and that was in regard. to 
rom Kaldh northward Wo fied asschasd, nituraily, that tbo ine 
ta terminus at a point neae the intersortion ot the. Run 
moire of the Sth Ju 






















gene 








if 
the tracing: 
would ru 











and 
siderable 








that he would find thoss 
i fo 
raised by ¢ 
‘ulf, and that he 
iLconsent to its being interpolated, Hod 
Sbrtain had special and preslominant interests in the ( 
Sow the quetionprosnte te at at sigh i 
Persian Convention, both Goveraments hid st 
which cone ver alon 
of ator Pox sine Netons wont exalade 
ion sinplain that the two neyotiatin 
totes other than thelr an, AL tho lit moments G 
enps of the Agron ult eten 























al he wisliod to explain wt oie 
vse all ons discussions rogardin 
1 themselves to treating of n 
ior inlioetly affected tho intoresta 
otlior Power 
ol dealt with on 
proposed to 
whieh it sas wan 


































































scr 


would 
Tut a fiero 


what 


sss iti 
ml nok foretell 











it the Bag 
Toll M, vod 










wclited the forey of his arjupiont that the question 

V tell tin fhankly that there was fikely. tobe 
nid Hail thot ul tat i wi 
DRE ax geheral aueup wii of tlie 
il consideration ike desir 40. te W mattor in 
interest. Lili vot deny that the proporal game Tate in 
a Convention abou Persin with wi mnoytion of thw Porn 
aver, Pil ot new why ‘orninent shld Teitate ty 
which was inoontrovertible, hss tr take 
or dil we attempt to bint hor iu respect ti other cuimtrien. Wo ntated any andi 
hich was surely: wiversally rovoxnized, which hil how aflrmod) over nd over aye ind very 
‘nipliatically by’ Lon Lansilowne tt the Deiiay ot bai i 

M. Iavalaky ital Littl avebaepitiba GHW ia WAGE KO 
aon aspects well aware oo vhs thy a 
Atitemient. 1 igly demurred, however, to iutiod 
esporially’at a moment whe 
hint we have said 













































posit 




























versal ox Thad wtaton, 
f Land Loundawnu'n 





voted with Poesia, ac it washed th 
reinarked that it wasliod tho 
Aural re ty takes into, 










math ousidoration 















# opooiiye up this question. to Tunsten on the 
hic could: assis me that it wonld he dangerous to delay their 
et in th ey anid outside of ft, There lind boon oie or 
lel which ‘know lind Hoon displeasing to Be 

i safety conchide out Convention on tho lines we hid otiiginilly’ drat, au 








hitherty we had ‘bot scrupulously: 
ub, alert and watohtt 





a, bat L anust remember tit hud & powerful 
(hor cya fixed on that vory quarter of which Wwe m 
which evil not but. produce 

within the original 

erent if fen factory. were introduced, 
prolouis the discussions, and this, he must repeat to me, would be 
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fortnight, say, 
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upuared not to object 
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reqired ana 











this question 
exclude from. 
‘wud fears that 
tevognition of onr spe 
will 
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tis progens 
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Tsing no firth 


Tiy these. iveunstinces, 1 vent 
Hor delay’ the: cone 
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tho vossation 
relationin 




















fapranjgoment sve 











‘ I on 
Hie weal to the 
Lavan resp 

‘of publie wet 
tnany month. 











Memoranitun communieated ly Sir A. Nicolwon to M. Isvolsky. 


HIS. Majesty's 





whiel 


ig Persia, 








tuent aveo 
Mand LV. 











fully ax possible, but 
ancdon their request. 
jim if he could tell me, leaving the 


that, of course, 1 
that I could hy’ no means say 
Mi lnvoléky snnde a alight gesture of despair, aud L asked hs 
question or one side, when he hoped to sign the Conventions 
xecllency took an alinanae, and said that he hoped to be able to give me 
and Afghan questions by the ni 
my Govermnent wan ax desi 

Speaite. matters, to take his replies home ant 
nthe 35th duh 








hey would: induce: 








Tiasten the conclusion, I proposed, in onder to 
and returi in about a 





isons them with y 
then we could finally 
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oy erga Tok ke 
jn the Persian Gul was under D 
sto the Persian 





n condition that 1 





arrangement by which the qua 

M. avoloky said that again on this question there 

ihe desirad to Keop out oft 

tot 

novledganent f 

that all that we requested was the admission of 
ig to cede a point only in conten 




























































Mle of the draft C 
aniee of {lus status yuo in that re 
‘at Russie having 








‘another her displeasnr 
atone that M. Tevohky wi 
Adggive tho good relations bt 

Hie yet teres ron 
Hiitrous campaign. The second fnet i 
Anpidly ws possible thy € 











ny, especially at ac time when Russia bos: 
Toes which ale 





Aiffoulties or repaired th 
that M, favoliky is exceedingly eager to hast 
igotiations. On this point I have not + 























cthingg bal ocourted which had in 















ail rogaine sinply th 











Asia, | would suggest th 








le understandings between the two 

woth bo most regrettable if aw 

owing. 10 iisistonce on points 
i to Ine disappointer 

thoy: at pregout wlan, we hye secured all the guaran 

ca ia Fr tons a Hae 

Tuggronsion, Aw rexards the Persian 

ti iy rr 





portunity: which, may 
are tiot of vital iiupontaiic 
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farrangeneits ott whiell we a 



















the Tnperial Minish 


el 
2Brd May (5th tune), regard ible and the four first Articles of the draft 





ite that Hig Maje 


iy's Embassy fins in the first pl Fae aCe ait eae 


‘dineits proposed by the Imperial Mi 
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In regard to the Preamble, 


His Majesty's Embassy would beg leave to point out that 
Ais Majesty» Goveruna the 4 f i 


aggroo to omit the passage from the words“ constatant Veflst” to tho 
‘words * entre enxiaémes”; but they consider it desirable to retain the passage in regard to 
equal opportunity for the commerce of other eonntries, and they fear that the exclusion of the 
words “aussi bien que d'établir des avantages Cgaux pour le commerce ct Nndustrie de toutes les 
nations” would expose tl Persia and in all. counteies hay 
commercial relations wit to render the passage consistont 
Articles and Ul, which especially exclude Great Britain and Russia from secking Conce 
His Majesty's Government, would be prepared to substitute the work 

“toutes les autres nations” for tontes les nations.” 
is Majesty's Embassy desires also to state, that His Majesty's Goverament consider it to be 
portance that reference should be made in the Preamble to the special interest of Great 
16 of the statue quo in the Persian Gulf, andl « passage lias consequently 
pwerted to that effect. His Majenty’s Embassy does not doubt that the Iinperial Russian 

Goverument will agree to this insertion, 

With respect to, Article I, His Majesty's Embassy would bog Teave to point out that the 
tracings of thie Russian line, as proposed in the aieminoire of tho 23rd May (5th June), would 
bring the line on leaving: Kakls extremely close to the Afghan frontier, and would be open to the 

ons an His 3 Embassy had the hionour to formulate in regard to the original 

This Majesty's Embassy would bog leave to 

ct that the Russian and British sph 
in proximity to tho Russian frontior 
intan on thé other, nnd that no me 
Moreover, Grout Brital 














































































the one 
in made of 
responsible D 
Mighianistany, 
frontien would te 








tlhe PeisonAfghan 
i is well witht the territory: of 
royono, to. the Imai Government 

‘us follows * Brom Kusri-Chiin 
the Persian frontiers adjoining the 





1 to complicate matters More 
Afghiniat His Majesty's Enilansy would. therefore 
that the wording of the pansage 6 us the line should 
by Ispatian, Youd, and Kaki, snd to ig ata pol 
initersontion of the Rusaian and Afghan iy 
ratoonl that. Klint, 
ards of the ts 
Majesty's Government will not object to that, provided thi 
interfere with the existing arangement whoreby 4 
ontrol, 
Majesty's Embissy fis tho honour to inelose the Prowmble and Article 1 ax amendod sn 
‘accordance with the wishes of Hix Majesty's Goverment. 


St Paereburgh, Sune 10 (23), 1907, 





























vitak, would. fie 
ian Goveroment 
indispensable, ‘Hi 
Russian Governiaont 
rantine on tho Porslan Gi 















No. 12, 


Sir A Nicoloon to Sip Kihward Grey.—( Received ily 8) 
7) 







St, Veterabrirghy sane 29, 190%. 
sn aide-miéaoive which 1 tecuived yesteniny 
jeatedl Uo this Rxeollency, ow the 
nfidential, of that date 
ath text of that, portion of 
tho Convention 
weak the statue ge 





hie hiowour to transmit herewith copy: of 
ky fi reps to. the Memorandum. Wh 
of which T forward 























of i pass 
Persia relative to the special interests of Great 
Persian Gulf, 











T have, de. 
(Signed) 7A 





COLSON, 


Inclosure in Nu. 12. 


Memoranclum communicated by Mc Involaky to Sir A, Nivolion, 














re Tnnpial des Affaires Ts pris 
PAmbassude: Britanntyie di 10 (23) Fuh, sur Tes affine do Perse, 1 

rial est ror cla propesitio 
se rappintant au cotainerse es autres: Pulssanons 





isanee de Puide-mémoire do 
one expaser 66 qui sult 
nit dans Io prea 
woe la modification 

















A la proposition di Cab 
Bt steel do Angle 
produto un moment oi 


[1549] 


Londres de mentionner dans ls 
a. stati quo dans Ye Gol 
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quel, dans 


| Eile est de nitane i chai Heel, da 
is été question 


fat partie néaltative 
| ‘Jans Tes pourparlers entre la Russie 


completement le araetire ot Pétendue de 14 
tonche pas da tout an Golfe Persique dont jusqwici i n'a E 
VAngleterre. Une clanise nouvelle, relative & une question 

politique dont. import sauirait Cfre mideonnue et qui touche 2 des intéréts si complexes, 
ouvrirait la discussion et pourrait retarder Ia signature nou seulement de la Convention sur Tes 
alfaires Persaues, mais aussi celle des actes se rapportant & tontes les autres questions négociées. Tl 
nie faut pas pendre de vie qi’eni dehors de la Berse il y a la Turquie, & laquelle appartient plus de la 
ié du littoral di Golfe loit 6e eon eetement intiresse dans la question; 

ices qui A coup, s jent Waves si un Accord se faisait.& len 





statement will be on the tines of maintaining the slave quo 

ve reason to believe that the question of the Pe es 
difficulties between Russia and maces if te 
declaration to yon. 


Gulf, aud T shall add that wo 
not likely 46, sive rise to 
ini dhie conrse comiitnicata the te 
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5 oljeetions i & 
Acro ouelo auc dts cola ne aura ds ln ner Hu aun puetaion 
tant soit pow Touré; or, lt clatse proposde par le Cabinet de Loustres ue manquert pase susciter 
des froissements et pout dovenir la eause d'un incident dans Te gente de celui qui a anivi VAccord 
SAUTE RTANGRtE aN CU UCN 

"Toutes 008 raisons portent lo 


(A }—Teet of Anglo-Ruesian Agreement, 





Not. 












itive Timpérial es At ygites A prive instamment le 
Cabinet de Lonittes du Youloie bien renoncor A st_proposition de wientionner ans Te préambula 
{ntéxéts pela dans le Golfe Porsique. Mest bien entensn, ailleurs, quien formulant cette rit 
To Cabinet Ttapeérial nentend pas du. tont nier ces intéréts ni exclure la possibiité dexauines: plus 
tard ot A me autre occasion aves le Cabinet de Londres la 
Fn co yu teante lo. tru igne led 
migmoire de lAmbassude, We Ministere Impérial so propose 
oniinunieation subsiquonte, 


Suint-Pitersbourg, te V4 (27) icin, 19OT. 


Sir A, Nioluon to Sir Eilicard Grey.—(Received September 3.) 





St. Petersburgh, Augiat 31, 190% 
vention whieh way. sigued to-l 
ol for the settlement of certain questions affecting the interests of Great Brit 












Ta sph 
reve 








re to forwand a note which I received from M, Tsvals) 
of whic ie 
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i response to a vom 
of the entry of scientitic 












T have, &e. 
KSigned) A, NICOLSON, 








No. 13, 















A. Nicolson to Sir Eitieanl Grey —(Keceivad July 8.) Tndlosure 1 in No. 1, 











St, Peterslora, July 1907. 





Convention. 





Jeygrarn Now 115 
Jky's reply. tony Totter 1 
onbts expressed in his aidemsinoire ew uot ro 





morning, Ho regrets to state that tle 


























SA Majedté te Roi da Royauime-Uni de ta Grow 
niyues ane deli des Mors, Emyeret 





Tretyne ot distande ot les 





a, though he bias stedied the Brit ervitoires 























proven tite 





te ona wf ming an agree Alone ew prop isles, ani i sett cate doer as sertouent AAT ea aL 
Fomoveds namely, Hata completely neve el proljit to. ite original nin, ia:iutruda ins Btats sur lo Continent Asiatique ont nisol lo coneliro des Aor deans 


i I Grande. 





J Rossio us rapport. aux lites 


ie i proctitis, sa 


St eeu Gallen 


tho Convention, | Tho questions con 
iil wer of « complex. atire, anid it woul 4 
oops. of the Convention as proposed: in fi 
joel an an futogeal part, andl still leas as 
moi would hays no obj ‘nc oxehange of viows hi 
special position aequited: by: Gn 
tion aha wise fo iu 
ng. Lo dette agoomont ww soon 
iE disciiwsions, ani he therefore bewze 
itioning theie special inter 
T have tried my best to convi 
wtion and T fear that it wonld bo of 
Consulted thy Rniporors with whom lhe 
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Hassalour Extraordi 
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Si Majests 1 
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aniquié 
convey de ce at sit 





ite Beta 
fi th pres 
hin but Tan oui ob waive his 
oni 0 prow the pobit I pray 

se vestry and th 





tins plein ponvorns, ous on homme vt dive form 





1 sont 


















Arnanyenent concernant la Perse, 





















ile-Detiue ot le Rssiey slant suntuelton 


















ax oun as posib dans toute torts (nis Vetablisseniont 













Aone géogr 
taines provinces 
‘Afghanistan ot du Bélondjistin, de Yautres ot 
conilit entre ours intéréte respectifs dans les provinces Porsanes 













No. 14. 


















int is 
‘Se sont amis aiaccord si 





Sie Filoord Grey to Sie 
1 suivants 
mR Foreign Office, July 5, 190%, 
ota as reported in your tolegram Noo 118, te obtis fisertion of mebtion uf our 
ets in thie Persian (i tion ar-appreciated by His Majesty 
We no isu ig to accede to 










relier 





















laG 





nile-Bretagne en 





jas appny. 



















anus sujets ues, anssi favour de aijets We ss tlerues, de Concessions 
Yout lion now miake a written eoninn effect that, in order to mect uoleonques de nature fuity mercial, tlles quo es Cuncessto 
thin views and to aecclorate the signature of the Agrcoment. we are propared to abaulon ur Vanques, de téldgraphies, de routes, de transport, assurance, &s, an del 








fii his Memorandum, that the Russiaw 


Chitin yar Isfabian, Tez, Khakliet aboutissant in point sue 
ft i the maintenance of te statue quo in 


fruntiéres Russe ot Afshane, tue. pas Sopposer, directement it indir 
wells Conerssous dans vette nin soutenes pat le Gon 
‘que Tes loealités-m ntrent dans hi rs 
rucherchier les susiites Concessions. 









Persie A intersection des 

canon, A des demandes. do 
1 Thusse. TL est bien entenda 
Ja GranitesBietagne stengaue dno jas 


propor atl tat ae kako nite of the a 
Bivornment dk call hy question 0 
sho Pen Ge Sh a aate 
Yon al atko plat ont to iy Rxeellouey: that wing to public epision io thin 
alll be compelled 00 wake public doslaraion of vue views on the Gulf stuatio 
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ct Ane pas appuyer en favenr 
erees, (le Concessions queleonques 

















tégraphies, de. route: 
Afghane par Gasik, 


















par lo 
las In rion 





Ml, 


engage pours part Ane pas Soper, sans Fro pr 
Wels des Conclasonssjeleniqnes sient onnces Ades ajets Bytannigies dans les rl 
{to tn Perse sities entre Tes Tignes mnentfonnges tans Tes Axtiolos Tet TT eee ae 
1a Graig pe geen ation gu cee des Conerasons ne 
Ar dlogmijets Rnsyes dans Tos miGies eons hu Bernd, 
ulus es Concenions existantactTiement dans snes 
sont maintenves, 





torre, ic 











sign(es dans Tes Articles Tet 11 











escapee dy Fart 
4 du Golfo Porsique, revenusgarantissant 1 ct He intr des, emprunts coulis par Ie 
Hoivesneent ay Solan & la Banque d'Fscompte ot de Writs de Perse jusqn/® a date de Ta signa 
Ain padaent Arrangoinent, sont affects aw anéme Yt que par Te passé 


Hest eutondit que 
















11 ost ex revennis des dounnes. Persanes dn Fi 
Porsigne, miss hign que cay dex piehorieg sur fe littoral Porsan de, In Mer Ga 
unter ef fldgraphies soront_affeetés comme: par Te passé an serview dex 





Gi sven ait Sold A 
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Arrangemonts 





Biunguio Tnpsriate ve Py 












is Dorsina 
e jusqu’ la 





‘Virndatin{ués dans Laanortigonmont on 
aneltic A fa angie i Rscoinpte ct te Pres de Vere 
tate ido ha siguatnne i prvsont A 2 ok i Ta nicest 0 
IWinatitter sm contrite suds soureen ae revit yarautissant to dor 
Conehin AM promidre dos Mites Tanger ot aluides dans. ta aggtone ment 
prdiont Arraigonweut, on pout fa ¢ ota neituer un contede wae es sures 
ranthesit he service eign des enpronts conus & ta wenn eset sites 
ts i Ale Hd gait Ane bw Gera 

wien damy wn <eluayge ede auneat on 7 

tion et daviter tone ingérenco qui ne serait pos confor 
Arrangenionts 




























pirincipes sorvant de hase au) pels 


Concention conerrnnnt CA phan istan, 





Hoa Movies Parties Contractaptes, en vue Whssurer Ta parfaite scourité sur les fronti 











aapectivor oi Anis Contiale ot He inti, aus ces rious dune paix sie Marable, cut conela tn 
‘Convonition sivante = 

AIKICLE 1. 

fiqoo aelare qu'itava pas Lintention de changer Tat 







iemient de Si 
ivstant seulomerit dans nn sens 
rogers ins PAfihanistan i pny 
Wis son 




















npcrial de ussie dh 
‘ronsat en soli phihre de Phufluenee Riese, et il se 
politiques aves PAfahanistan ste Vintertdiiny 

stenguye aussi avenvoyer auel 








ARTICLE Tl, 


Tritanvigue 9 
ngeruent ot fe 








AUfelaré dlans Yo Traité signe & Kaboul te 
aves Iedgtunt Emir Abdur 
Caer hi eure du torrfoire \fgh 
Pur anneser OL veeper, contra ‘au dit Traité, une partic 

rer slats Yaduinisttstion intGrienre de ce pays, nous risers, 
ottactés par Hat A Pégand di Gouveriement he Sa Majest 
si sustuent omni 











sietuent de Si Majon 
wil rwcomnait 












Ie Grote 
qucleonge de 
ie Vie rupli 
Tritanniue en ser 
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ARTICLE 111, 





Les autorités Russes et Afghanes, spécialement désignées & cot effet, sur la frontitre ou dans lex 
provinces frontiéres, pourront établir des relations directes réeiproques pour régler les questions locales 
un earactére non politique 





ARTICLE IV. 

Tas Gouvernoments de la Grande-Brotague ot do Russie déclaront reconnaitre, par rapport & 
YAfghanistan, 16 do traitement pour 6 qui concere le commerce, et conviennent 
que toutes ‘ou seront acquises A Yayenir au commeree eb aux commergants 
Anglais et Anglo-Lndiens seront également appliquéesan commerce et aiix commergants Russes, Si 10 
‘développement du commerce viont A démontror Ia néecssité agents commercinnx, les deux 

ir les mesures A prendre, ox Gard bien entendu aux droits souverain 











ARTICLE V 


Tes présonts Arrangemonts nentroront en vigucur qua partir du. moment oi le Gonvernemont: 
jtannique aura notifié au Gouvernoment de Russio lo eonsentemont do I'Einie aux tormos 








stipulés 





Arrangement concernant le Thibet. 


Tes Gouve Grai 
ine sur lo TI 










e-Birvtaune et do Russie, reconnaissant Tes droits suzersins do 
we par suite de sx situation séogrphiqu -Tirtagne 
sginwe actuel des relations extdricures ti Thi 
rangement suivan 








ARTICLE 1. 


ngagent A rpeoter Mi 
tration intétionre. 


fautes Parties Coutrictantes 
to ingeérenice dans son acon 





itd torritoriale di Thibot ot 








ARTICLE 11, 


$e conforma au pring adi de I puzeainelé doa Ch a Granio-Brotayne 
assie stengagent & ne traiter avec le Thibet que par Ventrvinise du Gouyomement Chinois, 
exclut ps tottefois les rapports directs des agents commoreianx Anglais aveo i 
taines privus par I'Article V de la Convention da 7 Septembre, 1904, ontro ls Grande 
no.ct lo Thiet et confirmés par Ia Convention di 27 Avril, 1908, entre Ia Grande-Brotagne ot 
ilne mofo pas, non plus Jes engagements assnmnés par’ ln Grando-Brotagne et. ta Chino ¢n 
vortudol’Article T do ba dite Convention de 1906, 
Ui eat bien entendique les Bouddbintes tant sijets Tritannigies quo Russes peuvent ontrer et 
is directes. sur Jo terrain strictement reiiens aveo le Dalai-Lanna ot fos nuttes reprégontanta dit 
Howlbisme ax Thibot; les Gonvernements slo la Grande-Brotame et do Russie senjagent, por 


ant quil déyendra Woux, & ne pas almettre que ees relations puissont {portor atteinte aux 
stipulations da 


































ARTICLE M1, 








5 Britawhiiyue eb Taso 9 cian pours park, Anie yaw envoyor do 
ARTICLE 1. 

Vos doux Hanes P {no roohorehior ont obtonin st your Lene propre. pompte, ak en 

favour de leurs sujets sh for, rites; UG raphes, et ules, autres 





droits au Thibet. 
Alt 


nts souk tiaccond quali partie des no 
emgage on assignée tant a Ti Grande-D 





Tes Hens Gouveren 
espeees, no pet 











vs dit ‘hibit, soit en naturo, 
aye ly Resi qu Lours 





sujots. 





Gouyernour- 


stipulant que 
Toceupation de a Vallée de Chunabi par les forves Britanniques prondra fin apres nent do trois 

ésido Vindemmité de 25,00,000 niupies, a eonition que Tes placos de terehé mentionndes da 
ticle IT dé a dite Convent 61S effectivement ouvertes puts trl 
Staines durant extte période ss sient conforms strictement sous tons les rapports aux tertues de 






100. 











ite Convention do 104. Tl est bien entendu que si Yocupation do la Vallée du Chumbi: par les 
oF 











foreos Britannijues 1 


pine quelque eis 
Dévlaration previtée 
i 


les Gonvernements Britannique ev Russe entreront 














La présente Convention sora ratifie et les vatiffeations en seront cclanjgées & Saint-P 


ustitdt que faire se pourrn 





a prisente Convention et 





do noi los Plénipotontiaires respoctify ont si 








Ptorsboie, un double expitition, le 18 (31) Aott, 1907. 








dy the Kinge of the United Kingdon of ¢ 
, Emperor of Ind 
desiro to. settle 





Hrtain and frelon 
Yt Emperor of All the 





Hritish Domininns boyond th 
Ruwisias, animated by. the si 








ed to conclude 










Agrooments dostined to provent all eau 
n rogard to. the quosti 
respeotive Plonipotontinyies, to wit 

Ibis Majosty, the Ki 
Brit Dominions 
Nicol Hig Majo, nbansaor 
Fupietor of All tho Rinses 
HE ajay the lenperor of AIL-tho Russias, he Mastor of the Court Ak 


of misuniterstanding betwoen G 








‘of the United Kin 








‘ander Tavolaky, 
Minister fx For 

Who, haying” com 
Hiavengreed on t 





vod and due form, 





full powers, found in 









yA aiucure eaine fa 


ilenco of Persia, and being. 
‘Of older. thronghout tliat country and for its peweotul 


tity ue 








‘of equal advantages for the trade and i 





perinanent vstubli 





casita, a special 








interest in the taintenance of p 
Aiighbonthoo 





Fess router on the 
the other hand, and bei 
stn in the abovoriuentioned provinces of Persia: 
Have agreed on tho following torma :— 

















eat Tvituin engages nt to ack for Herve, a uot to ay 
ounet Ino A tw of third Powers, any Concession 





1s political or commercial natu 
















ier at the intersection oF th 
« domiands for similar Cs 
Tt ix nderstood that the: above 
























hiathre—atiel as Concessions fi 
Hyena sing fh \ 
miter Abbias, and not to. apport, dit 
lt c by, His Brtausie Majes 
cain this vogion whiere Riis 








It is understood that the 
tundertakes not to seek the Cone 








juuntioned places are iueli 








x arrangement with Gre 
jons of Persia w' 





wit to opmong, without p 
‘whatever to tnt sah 





si, the rant of ans 
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Great Britain undertakes a similar engagement ag regards the grant of Concessions to 
subjects of His Imperial Majesty in tho aaine regions of Persin a 


All existing Concessions within the lines mentioned in Articles I and IL ave maintained, 








Vv. 
lerstood, that the revenues of all the Persian customs, wi 
of Farsstan and of the Persian Gulf, revenues: ja 
ichuded by the Government of the 
: np the date of the se 
the samo purpose as in the past. 

Tis eqtally uovorstoon that th 
Pers Fax well as those of the fis 
‘of the posts aud toloraph 

the Gov 
the pres 









the exception of thowe 

ion anvl the interest 
Banquo d’Escompto ot dea 
of the prose enent, shall be devoted to 



















es of tho Persian 
Persian shor 
shall In devoted, ax in) the past, 
hal with the Tinperial Bauk of Pe 





Of the Camplan Sen and those 
D the seriee of lonnn conelited 
up to th date of th mighatire 









sin the am 
* Banque a 















of the pr: 
Hover the wonrees of revere 
fistnnned Tn and Whi 
Article IEof the present Atranygonenty ot fir Hix 
nil over the, soureas of revenue. jgnaninterinye th rexgliur 
h the eecond-named bank, and which are situated in the 




















tion, anid to ay 
ples govorning the prosent Arrangom 








Convention respecting Afghanistan, 









i Vartios, in onder to asgure the porlict soo 
aud to anaintain in these rogions a sol 





yy of their yexp 
nd Tasting pieave, have conatudvad 





AIICLE J, 





wy have nu intent 





sf changing. tle 





the 
nvonrayes Michi 


0 WO 
ot themselves take, oF 





ii Afghanistan 
to take, any 





measures threatening Iisa, 





declare 1h 


‘Whe Russian Gaverinvent on their pa they revojuiz Afighiniatan i outside 
the npliers of Russian jufluionge, anid hott polteal atin ith A 
shall be conuictosl thrvnzh te intermedia’ of His 1 Maiesty’s Goveron 
further Agenits inti Afighanintan, 













ARTICLE 1 





ning i the internal 
Great, py i contravention 
oy) Mighanistany or to interfere in the internal adiinistration of th 
that the Ampor fulfils the engaygementa already: contracted towards. Ii 

auuler the above-mentioned ‘Treaty. 














‘conntry, 
Majesty's Go 





ARTICLE 1 

‘The Kuss th rites, spocially de 

the frontier pro ish direct relationa 
ns of @ nonpolitieal charter, 





and Afghan, 









ated for the purpose on the frontier or in 
h cach other for the settlement of 






ARTICLE IY. 


nic Maja a the Ban Genet ar 
ciple of equality uf cannmrvial opportunity: ta Afghan 
fatilcs SUN ey have bonus te AIC Pattee esa 
nusere aid trader, bal be sal 
Press ak sche onal i ac 
Eivee ti 10 what measured elall te ak 
sovercign powers 





Britaunie Majesty's Gover 





ailioronce th 

‘und they ares thint any 

be Hereafter olitained for Brith, and Dritithel dian 
y Russian commerce and traders, Should the 

fommercial, Agents, tli 

. due regard, of cvurse, be 
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ARTICLE V. 
come into. fore’ 





His Britannic Majesty's 





‘ho present Arrangementa will, oul 
Government hak notified to the Russian 
stipulated aby 





int ot the Ameer to the terms 








Armingement concerning Thibet. 










and Rite 
‘din, viow of the fact that Great Britain, 
event in thee maintenance of the status 
le Hue Folloyvings Arrangement >= 


‘This, 





ARTICLE 1, 


vo High Contracting Partios enaye th resp 
fotn all futerforence in its internal administra 





g territorial integrity of hibet aul 





ARTICEE U1, 
oof the auzeraint 








of C 





a over Thibet, Great 
except through thy 





Ty conformity with the admitted pri 
Britain and Russin engage nat to enter i ar 
iitepmodiay of the Chinese Goverment. ot oxelude the direct rela 
Fotwween Biitinl Commercial Agents an ties am provided for iu Article V 
tho Convontion betwoen Great Britain aad Thibot of the 7th September, 1904, and confirmed 
the Couvontion between Great Britain and China of the 27th April, 1906; nor docs it 
tho ongagementy entorod into by Creat Britain and China in Article Tot the said Convention 
of 1006, 
Thine 
direct wit 
Blin 

































sols of Great Britain or of Rssin, may enter into, 
steictly religious matters with the Dalai Lama aud the other representatives of 
Iibots the Governments of Great Britain und Russia. engage, ax far as they 
ow thione relations to i the stipulations of the present 





avy andetol Ht Budints nh 








in 
ome not 10 a) 






ARTICLE MI. 


ments rexpectively engage not to send Representatives 





‘Tho British: and Russian Gi 
Hliwsia, 





Ives 
" 





hier tur the 





hibit, 
ARTICLE Vo 
‘Nhe two Goyernments agron that no part of the revenues of ‘hibet, whether in kind or in 
ash, shill be pledged or assigned to Great Britain oF Russia or to any oF thir subjects 











Annes to the Avrangenient hetineen Grout Britain art Russia regan 





Groat Britain xealtirms the Declaration, signed by his: Exeellen: ore 
Goneral of India and appended to the fatitiod Coe eptember, 1804, to the 
‘flock that tho oconpation of the Chumbi Valley by British forces shall cease after the payment of 
woo anual instalnie nity of 29,00,000 rupwoes, provided that the trade marts 
Article f lave been effectively opened for three years, and that 

faithfully: comply with the torms of the siid Convon 






























spocts 
the British) forces has 
above Declaration, the Britistiand Rhssian Govermuents will enter upon a frit 
Niue on this subjects 





‘he present Convention shall be ratified, and the ratiieations exchangeil at St, Petersburgh 
sug woo ax posse 












1n witness yhoreof the reapeetive Plenipotontiaries have signed the present Convention anil 
alfixod thersto thee scaly. 
Dono in duplicate at s 
SICOLSON. 





ISVOLSRY, 
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Tnelosure 2 in No. 1. 
Sir A, Nicolson to M. Trvolaky. 
M, Te Ministre Srint-PHeraiourg, le 18 (31) Ao 


ME reférant a l'Arrangomne jet du Thibet signé aujourd’hi, fai Vhonneur de faire & 
votre Excellence la sléclaration sitivante:— 


















e Gouvernement Britannique juge utile, pour antant quill dépendia de Ini, dene pas 

admettre, sanf accord préalable aveo le Gouvernement Russe, pour ume durée de’ trois ans 

partir de la date de In présente communication, Ventrée au ‘Phibet d'une mission scientifique 

anelegnque contin tontefois qu'une sasnrance paraile soit donnée des part du Gonverne- 
de Russie. 

afin de faire agréer Ac 











fique se propose, en ontre, de sadresser an Gouvernement Chinois 

sre obligation analogue pour tine période conrespondante's il va 

de soi que ln meme dématche sera faite par Ie Gouvernement Russe. 

A Vexpiration du tertae de trois ans précité, Le Gonyernem 

accord ayee Te Gouvernement Russe & Vopportinité, sil y 
nt Tes expat ues an Thibet.” 














 Britamniqne avixera dim 
ut, do mestres mlterfenres 















rainia, oy 

“ ‘A. NICOLSON, 
(Translation) 

Melo Min, St, Petersburgh 

VITH reference to the Arrangement regarding ‘Thibet, sigued to-l 

ollowing Declaration to your Excellency, ot 


“His Britannic Maje 


August 18 (31), 1907, 
Thaye the hononr ti 











ir aw they are concumed, 





's Government thiak it desirable, 40 

1 to allow ankas by a previous agrooment with the Russia ent, for a period of 
cars frown the date of the prosent communication, the entry into Thibet of any seiontie 

Tnission whatever, on condition that a like assirango ix given on the part. of the Tmponial Russian 

ne 

ilis Britannic Majesty's Government. proposo, moreover, to. approach the Chiles 

overument with a view 0 inducing that Govomment. to agcopt alike obligation 
nponding: period; the Ruslan Goverument willy aw a mntter of conte, take 


























inentioned His Britunnie Majesty's Gi 
ment as to the donirability of any’ vlterfor 





‘eabnites with regan to scientific missions to Thibet.™ 


T avail, &« 
(Signed) A, NICOLSON, 
I 














Tnclosure 8 in No, 1. 


M, Ieololy tu Sie A. Nicolion, 





sint-Putoraboury, fe 18 (1) Aott, 1907. 
on date de co fon, jai Vionnenr de déolare 
nt. Impérial do Russie jue utile, 
suf accord préalable uyec Ie Go 
do trois ans, A partir de la date de la présente communication, 
scientifique queloongue 

De mime quo le Gouvernement Britannique, lo Gouvernement {mpérial se propose de 
sadresser ani Gonvernement Chinois afin de faire agréer A ce demier une obligation analogue 
pour use période eorrespondante. 

resto entendu qu’ Vexpiration du torme de trois ans les denx Gouveniements aviserout 
d'un commun accord A Vopportunité, #il y a lien, de mesures ultérieures & prondre concernant lex 
cexpéditions scientifiques au Thibet, 

Veuillez agrtor, ke. 


igné) — ISWOLSKY. 





Upendra de Ini, 
i. i 

































(Translation,) 

Sk, Petoredurghs August 18 (31), 1907. 
your Excelleney’« note of even date, I have the honour to declare that 
the Imperial Ruslan Goverament, for their part, consider it advisuble not to permit, unless 
4 previows agreement has been come to with the British Government, the entry. into ‘Thibet 
of a scientific mission of a ce years from the date of the present, 
communication. 

Like the British Government, the Imperial Goverument propose to approach the Chines 
Goyernment in order to induce the latter to agree to a similar prohibition for « conespouding, 


period, 
[2519] 5G 
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Tt is understood that at the expiration of the term of three years the two Governmests will 
by mutual agreement consider the expediency, if necessary, of taking further steps in regard to 
scientific expeditious to Thibiet. 


(B,)—Tert of Agreement for Rechange of Teloran-Meshed ond Meshel-Scitan Telegraph. 
No.2. 


‘Sir-A. Nicolson fo Six Kilian Grey—( Received September 3) 


(Wo. 444) 


; St, Petersburgh, August 31, 1907. 
T HAVE the h here document which was signed by M, Tavolsky and 
taynol tondy, proving for curtain arrangements ta be made i conneation with the telegraph 
lines between Pohran aid Meslied and horweon Meslied and Nasratabad, 
__ Chavo, 0. 
(Signed) A. NICOLSON. 


Inclomure in No. 2. 


oncerniant les Fignes Tildgraphigues de Michedl-Ststen et Méched-déhéran. 


wrt ‘tdhéran-Méchosl, rentrant en entier dans la zone mentionnée dans V'Artiele 1 
de YArrange 
conditions auxquells il x6 trouve actuellement dans le ressort. do 'Administration Anglaise. 

2 Vu quiine partie du télégmpho Méched-Séistan traverse 1a zone su ‘atte ligne 
ent divisdo on doy boctions & Kha, la section au nord de ce point ressortit do VAdministrati 
‘ob Ja sertion an siul diy nude point reasortit de LAG on Anglais ngines condi 
‘60 qui mygarto Tos eux ssctions de Ta Hig, a 
resiort (lo Administration Tusee, 

Yu qu raphique 
pratique, do no bi t ators seront pl 
ot Vanteo pot fin We retanls 
Alyn uno ot entidre do Méohed 8S i diviséo 

pesutra Gtre mvlié ak commutatenr Anglais. 

Tous lea droits, obligations, et dépenses cn ew qui regarde Tentrotien, Nnspection, le eo 
et log néparations dos lignes. ce tronvant din tessort de VAWininistration Anglaise incombe 
VAnilotorre, ob de celles a6 trouvant du. ressort do Administration Russe, ala Itnssic. Tl va de 
quit no sfagit. quo do 10 oun do droits, obligations, et déjenses qui te actuelle 
VAngleterre oi A la Russie sur tos lignes respeotives alo Mehed-Ahéran ct Mechol-Sistan 

Los Gonvernements ie la rotate et dle Itussie chargeront lours. Représentan 
‘Téliéran do fairo conjointement dos dGmarches aupr’s du Gonyornenient Bersan h Vetted do 
congentonient de cuisines iuliqudes cldeasus 


nt-Pélersbourg, on double exemplair, to 18 (31) Aon, 100; 


A, NICOLSON 
ISWOLSKY. 


(Transtation,) 
Arrangement respecting Telegraph Lines beticeen Meshel-Seidian au Meahed=Tehran, 


{HE telegraph tine between Teh 1. Meshied, which is comprised in_its entire 
‘within the zone mentioned in Article 1 of the Arraneen i Verein, will 
Jniadietion of tho, Rus iider conditions similar to those to which it ia at 
Dpresont subject undor Buti 
2. Awd part of the telegraph ling betwoon Meshod aud Soistan erosses the abo 
‘one, this tine i divided inte two sections at Khas the seotion north of this 
istrati section to the south of the same point is under 
tation on contons as fr ax the two geationn of the Tne 
are ich the ‘telegraph line under the jurisdiction of tho Russi 
Adujnistration is at present subject, eat : 
__ 3. Ax the management of a telegraph line by a mixed Administration is attended, as expe= 
tence shows, by numerous disidvantages, two. con rs-will le placed at Khaf, one for t 
Russian line and the oth the British lin id delay in, the service o 
tle ave of the fact that the sing! «1 to Seistan is thus divided into to 
distinct aud independent lines, the Rusion commutator may be connected with the British 
eommutator, 
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4. All the rights, obligations, and expenses connected with the maintenancs, inspection 
‘control, and repair of the lines under the jurisdiction of the British Administration shall revert 
Great Britain, and those connected with the lines under the jurisdiction of the Russian Admin 
tration to Russia. It is, of course, only a question of the total amount of rights, obligations, and 
expenses which at present accrue to Great Britain or to Russia from the respective lines between 
Meshed and Tehran and Meshed-Seistan. i 

5. Tho Governments of Groat, Briain and Russia will iutruct their Ropresontatives at 
‘Tehran jointly to approach the Persian Government in order to obtain the assent of the lattor to 
the measures above mentioned. 


Done in duplicate, at St. Petersburgh, the 18th (Bist) August, 1907. 
(Signed) A, NICOLSON. 
ISVOLSKY. 


(C)—Deelaration respecting Persian Gulf. 
No. 3. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A, Nicolson. 


3 Foreign Office, August 28, 1901. 
1 HAVE to-day autliorized your Exoolleney by telogeaph to sign & Convention with tho 
Russian Goverument containing Arrangements on the subject of Persia, Afghanistan, and 


(No. 325.) 
Sir 


cient reapocting Persia iy limited to. tho regions of that country tonching the 
renpectve fronties of Great Britain and Raps in Asin, and the Porsian Gulf i not pat of tho 
ix only partly in Persian territory. Tt has not thorefore been considered appropriate 

Convention a positive declaration reapecting special interests. postoased by. 

in tho Gulf, the result of British action in those waters for more than a hundred 


iy’ Government have reason to believe. that thia question will not give riko to 
ultivs betveen the two Governments should developments arise which make further disous- 
sion affecting British interests in the Gulf nooowary, For tho Rossian Government, havo it the 
course of the negotiations leading up to the conclision of this Arrangement oxplicitly stated that 
thoy do not deny the special interests of Groat Britam in the Persian Gulf—a statement of which 
His Majesty's Government havo formally taken note. 
ordor to make it quite olear that tho presont Arrangement th not intended to affect. the 
the Gulf, and doos not imply any chango of policy respecting it on th 
‘ inant tink it desirable to dru attention to provionn 
‘to reaflirm gone 
ortance of malta 
ir efforts to the preservation of tho 
0, they havo 0 dexiro to 


Tim, &, 
(Signed) E, GREY. 


the logitimate trade of any other Powe 





(42726) No. 501, 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 331.) 
(No. 270.) 
(Welegraphie,) V, St, Petersburgh, Decenber 81, 1907. 
FRENCH Financial Adviser in Persia, Referring to your telograin No, 361 of 
the 27th instant. 
Tam informed by M. Isvolsky that telegraphic instructions have been sent by him 
to Russian Minister at Brussels to concert. with Sir A, Hardinge in order to confidentially 
form Belgian Goverment that it would not be in accordance with the wishes of the 
British and Russian Governments if M. Priem wero to return to the Persian service. 
M, Isvolsky has also requested M, Nélidoff to beg M. Pichon to accelerate signature 
of French Financial Adviser's contract, 
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(42728) 


No. 502, 


(So, 182) ee 
(Telegraphic) P. 
TOLLOWIN 








». 41.) 
‘The Persia 
Pasha, who has 


frontier Commissi 
ached Maw 


jer has receiv 
Tf accommodati 



























tle town of Urmia. 
are that, if the 






the identic map as the basis of discussion, 
taking this stop, would it not be better that Ne should, at 
of the Persian ease 
*The Porsian Commissioner has 
iments, and proposes to keep 100, 
miss the rest, 
As lie huis receiv 








‘alled out 
the town, sens 

























il 
that the hatter, with whom 1 
isfactory on this point, but the Ri 











Commissioner, Dah 
will in futirre be 
co his dignity, 








inn Vi 








ed a communic: 





jgues mi; 





ks refuse 
eak off negotinti 
ny rate, liad ina statement 


300 men from each of thi 
) to gnard northe 






thinks he detects in the attitudi 
a long conyers 
‘Consul stands rather 





Sir N. O'Conor to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 31.) 


Constantinople, December 31, 1907. 
3 from Mr, Wratislaw, Urmia, despatched on the 20th instant, and 





ation from Taher 





ik that the 
ighbouring villages, 


ight result from the 


10 accept 


Before. 





Urmia 
road, and 








ide is one of 

ie 
‘of the Persian 
jon today, 




























(42727) No, 


(No. 426.) A 
(Polographic,)  P. 
(re ARATAN Chie Altair : 
‘Vhe dispatch of instructions to the German Chai r 
has already been obtained by the Russian Ambassador at Berl 
With’ reference to your telegram No. 219 of the 30th 
Minister has already giv! 
Russian and Bronch Minist 
‘he Persian Minister 
reported, oxcept as regards 




















, thor ¥ 











Priem (see 








Mr, Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 31.) 
Tehran, December 31, 1907, 
Affaires in the desired sense 


istant, as the Dutelt 
olmnt, similar to that which he gave me, hoth to the 
nuld be no objection to quoting him. 

for Borcign Affairs has admitted all the facts that I have 
y telegram No. 106 of the 22nd instant). 








(42006) No. 504. 
Sir Edieard Grey to Mr. Marling, 

(No. 
(Tolagraplied Reng 
{VU\PLON in 'Pehran, 
Please sco your telogram No. 409 of the 23rd December. 

We desire 
Berlin to the 








Constitution, because the right to be present with the Russian 















Koreign Office, Decenber 31, 1907. 


‘Know what truth there is in the news which has reached us from 
ot that the German Chargé @Atfaires liad seen 
should not be present at the ceremony by whieh the Shab took oath 





» reason why he 
f fidelity to the 
inister and British 





Chargé @Affaires had been claimed by French Representative at Tehran. 
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142726) No, 505. 













Sir Edward Grey to Sir 4. Hardinge, 
(No. 9.) 


(Telegraphie.) P, 
FINANCIAL Adviser in Persia. 


ar, pracase toler to Sir A. Nicolson’s telegram No. 270 of the 81st December respecting, 
M. Priem, 
Communication to Belgian Government in the sense described should be made 
by you in concert with the Russian Minister. 
No mention must be made of the Belgian Mini: 


Foreign Office, December 81, 1907. 


































(42056) No. 506, 











Sir Edward Grey to Sir F, Lascelles. 






(No. 395.) 

s Foreign Office, December 31 
PRINCE STOLBERG-WERNIGERODE called at this Ofice on bela 
German Ambassador, who was indisposed, on the 17th instant, and stated. that. the 
German Government were very-anxious to ly as possible, and in a vory 
friendly manner, the incident which has arisen at Abu Misa i conngetion, with te 
export of red oxide, their only desire being to protect German. comm interests, 
He inquired whether His Majesty's Government were in possession of any information 
as to what had actually taken place at the island, and whether, if the German Gover 
ment submitted to us their version, we would be willing to reply by giving our own 
and our views thereon, 

Sir C, Hardinge, who received Prince Stolberg, gave him brie 
Possession, and emphasized the illegal action of one of the Concessionnaires in having * 
Soll the Concession without. the consent of his co-partners, and as a monopoly, of 
which the result had been the cancelling of the Concession by the Sheikh, Te added 
that there was no foundation for the statements in the German press that. [is 

ip “Lapwing” had seized German warehouse, no stich warehouse boing. 

in and he assired Princo Stolborg that we should be glad to receive any 
information in the possession of the German Embassy, and tat, in communicating 
further information which we might obtain, Tshould he very plensed to state my 



































ly the facts in our 

























Linn, ke, 
(Signed) 





GRBY, 





(41817) 












Foreign Office to India Office. 


Sir, Foreign Office, December 31, 1907. 
letter from the India Office of the 30th October last, 1 am 
directed by Secrotary Sir E. Grey to transmit to you, to be laid before the Secrtaty uf 
State for India, copy of a dlespateh from His Majesty's Chargé d’Affaires at ‘Tolan on 
the subject of the Persian telograph line botwveen ‘Aha and. Jory Tain to 
stato that Sir E. Grey considers that it would be desirable to take advantage uf tle 
present opportmnity of attempting to obtain control of this line for the Indo-Kuropoan 
Telegraph Department, it being, as Mr. Morley is aware, most important, apart fromtlio 
desi of securing a moro elficient service, to prevent this line passing into other 
hand 

Sir E. Grey therefore proposes, if Mx, Morley concurs, to authori 
telegraph to approach the Persian Government in the mutter, 





" WITH reference to th 


















Mr. Marling by 














&e. 
LOUIS MALLET. 





